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      1 – 29 February 2016  
 

223,401 # of registered IDP children 

1,745,999 # of registered IDPs 
(Ministry of Social Policy, 21 January 2016) 

 

3.7 million approx. # of affected 

people 
(Humanitarian Action for Children 2016) 

 

580,000 approx. # of affected children 
(Humanitarian Action for Children 2016) 
 

 31 civilian casualties in February 2016 

 2 child casualties in February 2016 

 10 civilian deaths in February 2016 
(OHCHR, 3 March 2016)  
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Highlights 

 

 There was a significant increase in ceasefire 
violations during February 2016 compared to the 
previous month, as well as a corresponding increase 
in civilian casualties: 10 people were killed and 21 
(including two children) were injured. 

 On 3 February, the deteriorating situation led to the 
closure of several checkpoints between government 
and non-government-controlled areas of eastern 
Ukraine. UN agencies issued a joint press release 
calling for the checkpoints to be reopened, citing the 
serious impact on peoples’ freedom of movement.  

 The Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) 2016 was 
launched on 17 February. Humanitarian 
organizations are calling for US$298 million to enable 
them to continue providing the necessary support 
and assistance to the 2.5 million people who are 
most in need. 

 The third round of the nationwide polio vaccination 
campaign, launched on 25 January, was extended 
until 29 February due to the closure of many schools 
and other institutions. This was prompted by an 
outbreak of seasonal influenza, which has caused 
over 400 deaths. Initial reports point to an estimated 
coverage rate of 80.3 per cent, a big improvement on 
previous rounds. 

 UNICEF launched the rehabilitation of 12 schools in 
Myronivka, Dzerzhynsk and Svitlodarsk, in Donetsk 
oblast near to the contact line, with the support of 
the Canadian Government. The rehabilitation of an 
additional 35 schools funded by the Japanese 
Government, has also started. These projects will 
help provide safe learning environments for 
thousands of children.   

 

 

 
 

   

C
o

p
yr

ig
h

t:
 U

N
IC

EF
 U

kr
ai

n
e/

2
0

1
6

/A
le

ks
ey

 K
oz

lo
v 

 

63% 



Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
 
A significant increase in ceasefire violations was reported in February compared to the previous month, according to 
the OSCE SMM monitors and UNICEF’s field office staff in eastern Ukraine.  According to OSCE SMM reports, in one 
week alone (3-9 February) 238 ceasefire violations took place along the contact line. 
  
During the period 1–29 February 2016, the UN Human Rights Monitoring Mission in Ukraine (HRMMU), working under 
the auspices of OHCHR, recorded 31 civilian casualties in the conflict zone of eastern Ukraine: 10 people were killed 
and 21 people (including two children) were injured.1 Half of all casualties were killed or injured by explosive remnants 
of war (ERWs) or improvised explosive devices (IEDs),   
 
Due to the increased insecurity, a number of checkpoints (including Zaitseve, Zolote, Marinka), between government 
and non-government controlled areas of eastern Ukraine were closed on 3 February, making it impossible for people 
to cross from one area to another to be with their families, or gain access to pensions and other services.  On the same 
day, United Nations agencies issued a press release expressing deep concern about the immediate impact this would 
have on people’s lives, directly increasing hardship and humanitarian need.  A week later, on 10 February, the Zaitseve 
checkpoint was still closed, but others were open, though with very long queues of people and vehicles, resulting in 
long delays and further discomfort and inconvenience for those (including many women and children) wishing to cross. 
 
 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  

 
The Humanitarian Country Team, jointly with the Government of Ukraine, launched the 2016 Humanitarian Response 
Plan (HRP) on 17 February. Based on the needs analysis, the HRP is targeting 2.5 million out of the 3.1 million mostly 
affected by the conflict. At the  HRP launch, an appeal was made to donors for US$298 million, to enable humanitarian 
organizations to continue providing humanitarian assistance to the most in need and respond to the protection 
challenges they face.    
  
In order to coordinate increasing response activities on the ground, the WASH Cluster began facilitating monthly 
meetings in Luhansk and Mariupol. These complement meetings already taking place in Severodonetsk and Kyiv. 

 
On 3-5 February, the Child Protection Cluster and UNICEF’s 
Mariupol field office organized a training on Child Protection 
Centres (CPCs) and psychosocial support for new partners 
working on a GIZ-funded project in the Mariupol area. A total 
of 35 staff from project implementing partners participated, 
including: Mariupol Youth Union, Red Cross, City Aid Centre 
(Zaporozhzhia), and ‘Ya Volnovakha’. Child protection in 
emergencies, psychosocial support, the impact of conflict on 
children, communication for development and supply and 
database administration were the main subjects covered by 
the training.  
 
An assessment mission led by OCHA aimed at revising the 
humanitarian coordination architecture is planned to start in 
early March. The assessment will provide clear 

recommendations to the Humanitarian Coordination team on how to improve the coordination system’s 
effectiveness.  
 

 

 

                                                 
1 HRMMU investigates reports of civilian casualties by consulting a broad range of sources and types of information that are evaluated for their credibility and reliability. 
In undertaking documentation and analysis of each incident, HRMMU exercises due diligence to corroborate information on casualties from as wide range of sources 
as possible including OSCE SMM public reports, accounts of witnesses, victims and directly affected persons, military actors, community leaders, medical professionals 
and other interlocutors. Some conclusions on civilian casualties may be revised as more information becomes available. HRMMU does not claim that this statistics is 
complete and may be under-reporting civilian casualties given limitations inherent in the operating environment including gaps in coverage of certain geographic areas 
and time periods. 

A Child Protection Sub-cluster coordinator talks about psychosocial 
support for children in emergencies to partners working on a GIZ-
funded project in Mariupo. Aleksey Filippov/UNICEF 2016.  

 



Summary of Programme Response 
 
Results as of 4 March 2016 

* Please note that ‘n/a’ means that the figures are not yet available. Cluster targets and results for 2016 will be added to the 
table as soon as they are determined. 

 

Health and nutrition   

The nationwide polio vaccination campaign, which started on 25 January 2016, continued this month with a third 
round, targeting children aged 2 months to 10 years of age. Originally planned to last two weeks, the third round was 
extended by the Ukrainian Ministry of Health until 29 February, due to the closure of several schools caused by a 
seasonal outbreak of influenza.  
 
UNICEF implemented a comprehensive monitoring and supervision plan for the third round of vaccination: three 
teams travelled to different parts of the country, including Zakarpattya, Odessa, Lviv, Volyn, Dnipropetrovsk, and Kyiv 
oblasts, as well as within Kyiv City to monitor the progress of the campaign. As of 3 March, the estimated vaccination 
coverage rate for the third round is 80.3 per cent.  
 
In line with the review carried out jointly by the National Polio Task Force, UNICEF and WHO, the third round was 
supported by a range of communication and advocacy activities, aimed at ensuring that all children in Ukraine be given 
the three required toPV (trivalent oral polio vaccine) doses by 18 April. UNICEF continues to support the broadcast of 
an animated video on polio vaccination (in 30-second and 15-second versions) on the top 15 national TV channels and 
8 radio stations, which expanded in February to include 15 regional channels.   

 

                                                 
2 HRP 2016 was launched on 17 February 2016 

2016 PROGRAMME TARGETS AND RESULTS  

 
Cluster 2016  

Target  
Cluster  

Total Results  
UNICEF 2016 

Target  
UNICEF  

Total Results  

NUTRITION  

Pregnant or lactating women reached with infant and young 
child feeding counselling 

n/a n/a 80,000 5,100 

HEALTH  

Number of children who received regular immunization 
through the enhancement of cold chain and vaccine 
distribution systems  

n/a n/a 400,000 0 

Number of health professionals who gained increased 
knowledge and capacity for the implementation of public 
health campaigns  

n/a n/a 2,000 1,165 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE  

Number of conflict-affected people who gained access to safe 
drinking water  

1,700,0002 1,713,871 1,200,000 1,457,079 

Number of people with access to hygiene supplies 412, 5002 131,239 300,000 121,934 

CHILD PROTECTION  

Number of affected children, youth and caregivers provided 
with psychosocial support 

TBD 0 400,000 22,693 

Number of children and their families who received MRE TBD 0 400,000 32,500 

EDUCATION  

Number of children who benefitted from rehabilitated 
education infrastructure, life skills training and educational 
supplies  

n/a n/a 300,000 7,400 

HIV AND AIDS 

Number of pregnant women and children provided with tests 
for early diagnostic of HIV to prevent mother-to-child 
transmission of HIV  

0 0 30,000 0 



UNICEF also continued its nationwide digital outreach 
campaign through top internet media platforms, which 
included #PolioChampion photos and 20 social media 
infographics (in Russian and Ukrainian). In addition, digital 
outreach through social media platforms VKontakte and 
Facebook was launched, while outdoor advertising in the 
metro, supermarkets and other public places continued to 
target oblasts with lower vaccine coverage. Other outreach 
activities included an interview with a prominent expert on 
polio issues on Hromadske Radio, five media events, 
including visits to polyclinics and a press conference (with 
the Ministry of Health and the WHO) which took place in 
Kyiv, Uzhgorod, Lviv, Lutsk, Odessa, and Cherkassy. 
Together with InterNews and Radio Free Europe, UNICEF 
organized media trainings in Kyiv, Cherkassy and Odessa, to 
raise awareness of among the 60 attending journalists from 
low coverage oblasts. Ten TV interviews were conducted in 
top national and regional channels, including BBC Ukraine, 
1+1, ICTV, and 5th Channel. Lastly, www.zdoroviy.com.ua was updated with new communication materials, including 
videos, flyers and Q&As.  
 

The figures from the UNICEF Independent Monitoring Survey 2015-
2016 show that the media and outreach campaign is yielding 
important results: the number of caregivers who are aware of the 
polio outbreak has increased from 58 per cent after the first round 
of immunization to 66 per cent after the third, while the percentage 
of caregivers who know about the immunization campaign has risen 
from 50 to 70 per cent over the same period.  Following the 
completion of the third round, 96 per cent of caregivers have heard 
about the existence of the polio virus in general.   
 
The media campaign reached over 95 per cent of the population 
across Ukraine. Specifically, in areas with lower coverage 
(Zakarpattya, Volyn, Kyiv, and Odessa oblasts), the polio awareness 
level is now above average for Ukraine.    
 
Capacity building efforts and training on polio counselling also 
continued during the third round of vaccination, as in previous 

rounds. Overall, in February 2016, 1,481 people were trained, including 1,165 healthcare workers (head doctors, 
nurses and primary healthcare personnel) and 316 educational professionals working in secondary schools and 
kindergartens. 
 
The 6-month outbreak response assessment is scheduled to take place from 18-29 April. It will bring together all polio 
stakeholders to review the quality and performance of the response so far and to assess whether or not the outbreak 
has been stopped. 
 
On 18 February, UNICEF and its partner organization ‘Molochnye Reki’ (Milk Rivers), conducted a webinar for the Rinat 
Akhmetov Foundation’s breastfeeding hotline staff. During the webinar, hotline operators shared the most frequently 
asked hotline questions about breastfeeding and nutrition and received advice about the best ways to answer such 
questions.  From 10-11 February, ‘Molochnye Reki’ also conducted a two-day training of trainers workshop in 
Kramatorsk on breastfeeding and complementary feeding support for the Donetsk oblast Health Department 
management staff. Participants included the Deputy Head of the Health Department, the head paediatrician and 
neonatologist, other doctors, as well as  NGO partners from PIN (People in Need) and Promir.  
 
 
 
 
 

A mother brings her child for polio vaccination in a clinic in Odessa 
region. UNICEF/February 2016. 

 

Poster developed for nationwide vaccination campaign 
against polio/UNICEF 2016. 

 



 
 
WASH 

In February, UNICEF continued to supply safe drinking water to 1.4 million people through the provision of liquefied 
chlorine to the Voda Donbassa water utility 
company in Donetsk oblast. UNICEF ensured 
that sanitation facilities at the Marinka 
checkpoint reaches nearly 4,600 people 
every day, including more than 180 children, 
thus reducing the risk of accidents caused by 
land mines and explosive remnants of war 
(ERWs) in the vicinity of the checkpoint. 
UNICEF reached 14,169 people through the 
distribution of 1,766 hygiene kits (394 baby, 
524 adult and 848 family versions of the kit) 
and 2,667 cash vouchers for hygiene 
supplies. About 18,400 affected people were 
reached through the distribution of 345 
institutional hygiene kits to a number of 
institutions in Donetsk and Luhansk. Over 
3,000 people were provided with hygiene 
promotion messages through organized 
hygiene information sessions (attended by a 

total of 930 participants) as well as the distribution of Information, Education and Communication (IEC) material in 
Gorniak, Kurakhove, Selydove, Gorsk and Konstiantynivka in Donetsk oblast.   
 

Child Protection 

During February, the UNICEF-supported children’s hotline (run by the non-governmental organization La Strada), 
which provides information, psychological and legal assistance to children, their parents and guardians, received 5,642 
calls from children. Out of this number, 47 per cent were from girls and 53 per cent were from boys. Another 899 calls 
came from caregivers. Whilst the majority of the calls (84.7 per cent) were general requests for information, 3.2 per 
cent of calls were about legal issues, and 12.1 per cent of requested psychosocial assistance.  All callers received 
support and were referred where needed. Since January 2016, La Strada has received 8,559 total calls from children. 
 

UNICEF’s activities with a number of other 
implementing partners also continued, 
including five Community Protection Centres 
and additional mobile teams (run by the 
Mariupol Youth Union) and additional mobile 
teams. 
 
With ECHO funding, UNICEF is supporting the 
Centre for Specialized Psychological and 
Psychotherapeutic Assistance in Sloviansk, 
Donetsk oblast run by the Kyiv-Mohyla 
Academy. In February 2016, this Centre 
provided three family counselling meetings 
(with one mother and one child) and 36 
individual counselling sessions to 16 severely 
affected children. In February, the number of 
children reached by the school teachers and 
psychologists trained in Donetsk, Luhansk and 
Dnipropetrovsk oblast by the Kyiv Mohyla 

Academy within the same programme are 14 854 students (trained by 1500 trained teachers) and 1628 students 
trained by trained psychologists. A significant number of parents, teachers and other school staff have received 
training as well.  
 

Children in Donetsk receive a distribution of UNICEF-procured hygiene kits/UNICEF 
February 2016.  

 

Mobile team from Mariupol Community Protection Centre working with affected 
children from the suburb of Myrnyi/Aleksey Filippov/UNICEF 2016. 

 



UNICEF’s partner NGO ‘Terre des Hommes’ continues to offer movement, games and sports activities to approximately 
7,000 students in 75 schools and centres for extra-curricular activities in rural communities throughout government-
controlled areas of Luhansk oblast.  Terre des Hommes game libraries (ludoteca) are available to 6,000 students aged 
6-17 in fifteen schools in some of the larger towns in Luhansk oblast (government-controlled area).  Terre des Hommes 
also organized five trainings for community professionals on the child protection system in Ukraine, the child 
protection minimum standards and referral mechanisms, as well as on psychosocial activities through sports and arts 
for children and parents. These were attended by 50 participants. Through Terre des Hommes activities, a total of 
5,428 children and 358 parents have benefitted from psychosocial support, through 554 organized activities (including 
group and individual psychosocial work, sports and games, etc.).   
 
Between 3-5 February, UNICEF’s Field Office in Mariupol organized a training on ‘Child Friendly Spaces’ for newly 
recruited staff working at GIZ funded Community Protection Centre (CPC) and mobile Psychosocial Support Centres.  
The 35 participants discussed issues such as child protection in emergencies, psychosocial support, impact of conflict 
on children, communication for development and database administration.  
 
Education 

UNICEF launched the partial rehabilitation of 12 schools in Myronivka, Dzerzhynsk and Svitlodarsk (in Donetsk oblast) 
near to the contact line with funding of the Canadian Government. The repair works are now under way and six local 
construction companies have been engaged to carry them out. So far, 90 per cent of the necessary construction 
materials have been supplied to all of the schools and in some facilities, construction has already been started. 
 

The rehabilitation of another 35 schools 
under the project ‘Ensuring Access to Quality 
Education’, funded by the Japanese 
Government, has also started.  The five 
selected companies have procured some 40 
per cent of the necessary construction 
materials and transported them to the school 
facilities. Some 13 out of those 35 schools, 
including from Lysychansk and Rubizhne 
(Luhansk oblast) Siversk, Bylbasivka, 
Slovyansk, Ilicha, Novodmytrivske, Cherkaske, 
and Kramatorsk (Donetsk oblast) are already 
proceeding with the actual work.  
 
The delivery of sports equipment, furniture 
and textile supplies to seven kindergartens in 
Donetsk region within the framework of 
another Japanese-funded project was 
finalised in February. 
        

The NGO SOS-Kramatorsk distributed 3,836 UNICEF school bags to schools in Stanychno-Luhansky and Novoaidarsky 
raions (Luhansk oblast), close to the contact line. At the same time, 1,210 school bags were delivered to Luhansk 
Oblast Department of Children and Family Affairs, for distribution to ‘family-type orphanages’ and children who were 
left without parental care. In the Luhansk region, 5,046 children have benefitted from this distribution. In Donetsk 
oblast, SOS-Kramatorsk distributed 1,058 UNICEF school bags to schools in Yasynuvatskiy raion, also located close to 
the contact line.  
 
UNICEF continued to assist with the production and distribution of literature related to mine risk education (MRE). In 
order to improve awareness of mines and unexploded ordnance (UXOs) and improve safety, 5,000 mine risk education 
(MRE) leaflets and 100 MRE posters were printed and delivered to checkpoints in government-controlled areas of 
eastern Ukraine, with the assistance of OCHA. So far the checkpoints at Stanitsa Luhanska, Zolotoe, and Zaitseve have 
received these materials.  The same is also planned for Mariinka, Georgiivka, and Pischevyk. 
  
Some 20,000 educational booklets on issues related to mine risk education (MRE) awareness were delivered to the 
Education Departments in government-controlled areas of Donetsk and Luhansk oblast for distribution to 150,000 
schoolchildren in Donetsk, and 50,000 children in government-controlled areas of Luhansk oblast.   
 

School bags are distributed in Yasynuvatskiy district, Donetsk region/Aleksey 
Filippov/UNICEF 2016.   

 



UNICEF’s partner, the YMCA (Young Men’s Christian Association) will distribute a variety of books on psychosocial 
support, mine risk education and mine safety in Antratsit and Krasniy Luch (Donetsk non-government controlled area), 
for use by teachers in schools.   

 
Together with the Kyiv-Mohyla Academy, UNICEF developed a book called ‘By playing games, we cope with stress’ 
which contains a number of games that children can play, which also act as a form of psychosocial support. UNICEF 
created the game kits, which contain the book itself pens, pencils, paper, and skipping ropes required to play the 
games.  Five hundred game kits have been procured and 100 have already been already delivered to the Ukrainian 
Red Cross Society, to be distributed to Community Protection Centres in Selidove, Krasnoarmiisk (government-
controlled area of Donetsk oblast) and Berdiansk (Zaporizhzhia oblast).   
 

External Communication 

In February, UNICEF observed the second anniversary of the armed conflict in eastern Ukraine by calling for global 
attention to the challenges faced by children in the country, as well as to advocate for the rights of the most vulnerable, 
including conflict-affected children and families.  
  
On 19 February, UNICEF issued a global press release urging support for the 580,000 children living in non-government 
controlled areas and close to the frontline in eastern Ukraine. In addition, UNICEF Representative Giovanna Barberis 
gave a telephone briefing to journalists at the United Nations Office in Geneva about the consequences of the armed 
conflict.  As a result, the UNICEF appeal was widely picked up by the top-tier international media including the New 
York Times, Associated Press, Al Jazeera, Newsweek, Deutsche Welle, with over 240 articles in the Ukrainian national 
and local media. 
  
A social media package was prepared and distributed through UNICEF global social media accounts as well as Twitter, 
Instagram and Facebook accounts of the National Committees for UNICEF. It included five 15-second animations on 
Education, Life, Health, Family, and Winterization used to engage the audience on Instagram and Twitter. In addition, 
a blog featuring the author of these animations was published on UNICEF Connect.   A series of factographs were 
released through the UNICEF global and UNICEF Ukraine Facebook pages. UNICEF used the hashtags #UkraineChildren 
and #UkraineConflict; as a result, the campaign recorded over 68 million potential impressions on social media, 
including 13 million unique users that could have seen the hashtags during the campaign period on 19-25 February 
2016 (source: tweetbinder.com) 
 

Funding and Planning 

In line with the country’s inter-agency 2016 Humanitarian Response Plan, UNICEF is requesting US$54.3 million to 
meet the humanitarian needs of children in Ukraine in 2016. This includes an additional US$3.5 million to prevent 
mother-to-child transmission of HIV for 30,000 pregnant women and children in non-government controlled areas as 
well as ensuring continuity and scale up of anti-retroviral treatment for people living with HIV. The total requirements 
will cover both immediate life-saving interventions, as well as more comprehensive rehabilitation of WASH and 
educational infrastructure, provision of supplies and sustained basic social services for all conflict-affected children in 
Ukraine. UNICEF is urgently appealing for additional funds to sustain the provision of critical humanitarian support to 
conflict-affected women and children. This includes critical interventions in the WASH, protection and education 
sectors, as well as supplies for the HIV and AIDS response, mine-risk awareness and education. Supplies of vital polio 
vaccines are needed to address the polio outbreak and scale up the immunization of children in Ukraine. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.unicef.org/media/media_90268.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/02/19/world/europe/ukraine-unicef-warns-of-conflicts-toll-on-children.html?ref=topics&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/02/19/world/europe/ukraine-unicef-warns-of-conflicts-toll-on-children.html?ref=topics&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2016/02/18/world/europe/ap-un-united-nations-ukraine-children.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/articles/2016/2/19/unicef-says-kids-deeply-affected-by-Ukaine-conflict.html
http://www.newsweek.com/ukraine-conflict-children-mental-health-428508
http://www.dw.com/en/ukraine-conflict-affects-over-half-a-million-children-says-unicef/a-19059718
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HQPh-dnN2Ac
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-28cF8c0kP0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D6on4oeZqiQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9rCQrmDAKbY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jds35xTKoQ4
https://blogs.unicef.org/blog/designing-help-for-ukraine/
https://www.facebook.com/unicef/photos/pb.68793499001.-2207520000.1456999542./10153837461539002/?type=3&theater


Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Appeal of 02/03/2016 for a period of 12 months) 

Appeal Sector 

      

Funding gap 
Requirements Funds received 

Carry-forward to 
2016 

$ $ $ $ % 

Nutrition  1,000,000.00    

16,052,029 

1,000,000.00 100% 

Health   4,450,000.00    4,450,000.00 100% 

Water, sanitation 
and hygiene 

 30,400,000.00  304,014 30,095,986 99% 

Child protection  8,500,000.00  1,109,476 7,390,524 87% 

Education  5,850,000.00    5,850,000.00 100% 

HIV and AIDS   3,500,000.00    3,500,000.00 100% 

Cluster/sector 
coordination 

     600,000.00        600,000.00 100% 

Unallocated          2,600,000.00    

Total 54,300,000 4,013,490 16,052,029 34,234,481 63% 

 
 
For further information please contact: 
UNICEF Ukraine: http://www.unicef.org.ua Facebook: www.facebook.com/unicef.ukraine Twitter:  @unicef  ua 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Giovanna Barberis 
Representative 
UNICEF Ukraine 
Tel: +380-44-521-0125,  
254-2439; Email: 
gbarberis@unicef.org  

Natasha Stojkovska 
Emergency Coordinator 
UNICEF Ukraine 
Tel: +380-44-521-0125, 
254-2439; Email: 
nstojkovska@unicef.org  

 
For further information: 

http://www.unicef.org.ua/
http://www.facebook.com/unicef.ukraine
https://twitter.com/unicef_ua
mailto:gbarberis@unicef.org

