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Sector Indicator Cumulative since 

July influx 

Child 

Protection 

# of children provided with psychosocial 

support 

6,480 

Health # of children (6 months to 15 years) 

vaccinated against measles 

27,734 

WASH Average litres of water accessed by 

children and women per person per day in 

Yumbe and Adjumani respectively 

21litres/21.4litres 

Education Number of children (3-5 years) accessing 

early child hood services 

557 

Nutrition # of children 1-14 years dewormed 43,971 
Source: UNICEF Field Reports 

 

Highlights 
• According to UNHCR and OPM, an average of 1,641 South Sudanese 

refugee arrive daily in Uganda. 

• 21litres of water are available per person per day in bidibidi 

settlement. 

• UNICEF continues to support additional health workers engaged in 

the response to the cholera outbreak through partners Concern 

Worldwide and respective District Local Government. 

• Cumulatively, 17,041 children aged 6-59 months amongst the new 

arrivals have been screened for malnutrition since the start of the 

July influx. 

• 13,581 and 27,734 children have been vaccinated against Polio and 

Measles respectively. 

• 6,480 children have been provided with psycho-social support since 

July 1, 2016. 

• 557 children aged 3-5 years have been registered by partners Plan 

International and Windle Trust Uganda to provide Early Childhood 

Care and Development (ECCD) services through ECD centres in 

Bidibidi. 

86,698 

Estimated number of new arrivals after 1 

July 2016 
Source: UNHCR 

 

120,064 
Number of new arrivals registered since 1 

January 2016 as of 22 August 2016 
Source: Office of the Prime Minister (RIMS) 

 

 314,853 
Total number of South Sudanese 

refugees registered in Uganda as of 

22 August 2016 
Source: Office of the Prime Minister (RIMS) 

 

 
 

Nb. UNICEF’s original 2016 Humanitarian Action for 

Children (HAC) appeal for Uganda amounted to US$ 

14.4 million, of which US$ 9.8 million was required 

for the South Sudan refugee response. The HAC is 

currently being revised to approximately US$ 22.7 

million to reflect the latest funding requirements. 

Provisional requirements for the South Sudan 

refugee response will increase to approximately US$ 

15 million to align with the revised August 2016 

Refugee Response Plan (RRP) for South Sudan 

Refugees. 

 

Funding 

received to 

date: $4.4M
Funding 

gap: $5.4M

Funding Status

South Sudan Refugee 

Response

Funds received to date

Funding gap
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UNICEF’s Response with partners 
 

2016 funding 

requirements: 

$9.8M 
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Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs  
According to UNICEF field reports, the number of refugees arriving in the country on a daily basis has significantly 

reduced from 55,920 in July to 26,226 as of 22nd August 2016.  The cumulative figure of refugees arriving in Uganda 

from South Sudan since July 1, 2016 stands at 86,698 according to UNHCR/OPM. 55,487 (64 per cent) of the new 

arrivals after July 1, 2016 are children. New arrivals from all the entry points are being settled in Bidibidi in Yumbe 

district as reception centres in Kiryandongo, Adjumani and Arua were closed.  The average daily arrival of refugees at 

Bidibidi has been 1,000 for the last one week. The Nyumanzi reception center remains most congested however OPM 

and UNHCR is working towards decongesting it through massive sensitization and daily relocation of the refugees to 

Yumbe district.    20,500 refugees have so far been relocated from Adjumani and Arua to Bidibidi settlement in Yumbe 

by OPM and UNHCR1.  Decongestion to date has reportedly been hampered by refugees’ resistance to move to the 

new Bidibidi settlement in Yumbe citing socio-cultural factors.  

 

Due to the increasing number of South Sudanese refugees arriving through Lamwo district, OPM, UNHCR and 

partners including UNICEF conducted a joint assessment mission to Lamwo on 18th to 19th August 2016 to understand 

current situation and consult with the local authorities, host communities and refugees on their needs. On average, 

an estimated 1, 513 refugees have crossed into Uganda through Lamwo since July 7th. The following are observations 

from the inter-agency assessment in Lamwo:    

• There is potential threat for disease transmission i.e. the refugees who enter the district are not screened 

nor immunized and just settle within the host communities. 

• Health services in these host communities are stretched leading to stock out of essential drugs. 

• Food insecurity within the host community has caused a strain on food resources – a potential trigger for 

conflict. 

• Most of the refugee children are not accessing the schools due to information gaps. 

• No formal registration is taking place. There may be security risk from those crossing bearing fire arms. 

• There is no reception center and the district services to accommodate refugees in transit are inadequate. 

• Unaccompanied and separated children are amongst the refugees and some have integrated into the 

communities or been transported to Yumbe by UNHCR. 

 

UNHCR has continued to ferry the South Sudan Refugees to Yumbe, although majority have integrated within the 

communities in Lamwo. 

 

Needs 

UNICEF field reports indicate that since the recent influx began, many families are sending their children to Uganda 

for safety either on their own or with distant relatives or neighbors.  An assessment of interviews conducted with some 

of the children by UNICEF and its partners reveal that they are traumatized, having witnessed the brutality subjected 

to their parents and siblings. Many adolescent boys report fleeing due to fear of being recruited into the fighting 

groups and being killed in case they resisted recruitment. There is need to determine and address issues related to the 

reluctance by girls and host community children to attend the existing child friendly spaces (CFS).  

 
As of August 25, 2016, 107 Cholera cases (62 cases in Pagirinya Refugee Settlement in Adjumani and 45 suspected 

cases in Bidibidi settlement in Yumbe District) have been recorded. In Pagirinya, 57 individuals were discharged and 

5 remain in the cholera treatment centre. In Bidibidi settlement, 45 cases have been identified with 5 in the 

treatment ward.  No deaths have been recorded in both settlements.  68 of the identified cases in the two districts 

are children.  Surveillance and monitoring of the health situation of refugees continues.  Water, Sanitation and 

Hygiene (WASH) and Health partners including the district health and water offices, UNHCR, UNICEF, Lutheran 

World Federation(LWF), MSF, Medical Teams International and Danish Refugee Council are actively engaged in the 

containment of the Cholera outbreak.   

 

In an effort to strengthen UNICEF’s Education in Emergency (EiE) response, emergency staff received a detailed 

orientation in EiE. It was recommended that the same kind of training be organized for the District Education Officers 

and Implementing Partners in the region focusing on the education standards for EiE to strengthen their capacities to 

respond to education needs. 

 

                                                
1
 UNHCR Uganda, Emergency Update on the South Sudanese Refugee Situation, Inter-agency daily No. 30, 19th-22nd August 2016 
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Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  
The Refugee Department of the Office of the Prime Minister and UNHCR continue to coordinate the national response 

to refugees. With respect to registration, daily arrival figures from July 2016 are based on manual emergency 

registration or head-counts or wrist-banding. Confirmed figures will only be available as the new arrivals undergo 

biometric registration. Figures prior to July 2016 are from the Government’s Refugee Information Management 

System (RIMS) 1. Within the current response, sector coordination arrangements have been revised with UNICEF now 

assuming co-leadership role in Child Protection. The Government of Uganda’s refugee policy prioritizes integration 

into Ugandan communities, therefore UNICEF’s model of engaging directly with district governments is highly 

relevant.  UNICEF has technical specialists based in the Zonal Office covering the Northern Region of the country, 

including West Nile, where the refugees are hosted. Technical specialists participate in coordination efforts and work 

with the district and sector line ministries to provide health, nutrition, WASH and education support as required. 

Additional technical expertise supporting the response in education has been availed by CANADEM. 

 

Humanitarian Strategy 
The UNICEF humanitarian support to refugees from South Sudan is based on strategic priorities agreed in inter-

agency planning sessions led by OPM and UNHCR. The priorities include the following: (1)Targeted protection and 

support services for specific needs (in particular GBV prevention and child protection), and Cholera 

response/prevention are cross-cutting priorities; (2) Cholera prevention and response; (3) Strengthening of protection 

and assistance efforts at temporary reception facilities, including increased protection staffing and presence; 

(4)Expansion of Bidibidi settlement in Yumbe District, possibly opening/expansions of other new settlement areas 

elsewhere; and (5) Implementation of the logistics operation to transfer refugees directly from border points to 

Yumbe, and from Adjumani temporary reception facilities to Yumbe.  UNICEF has a dedicated team for the 

emergency planning and response, and they are also part of the regular programme support to further strengthen the 

linkage between emergency and development programming.   
 

Summary Analysis of UNICEF Programme Response   
UNICEF staff working with partners have supported an estimated 55,487 children at reception areas and new 

settlement with the provision of a wide range of services including:  

 

Health  

• In order to support the containment of the Cholera outbreak, UNICEF is engaging the district health and water, 

sanitation and hygiene promotion authorities in refugee hosting districts to increase preparedness for Cholera by 

ensuring adequate supplies and placement of trained human resources given current mobility of refugees which 

may increase transmission. 

• With respect to supplies and equipment to support clinical management of cases, UNICEF delivered solar 

suitcases to each of the two cholera treatment centres for health facility lighting as well as additional supplies of 

oral rehydration salts (85,200 sachets) and Zinc (59,640 doses) (Yumbe and Adjumani) and three tents (Yumbe (2) 

and Adjumani (1)) to create more space for triage areas in Bidibidi and Pagirinya settlements.  

• UNICEF in partnership with Concern Worldwide have engaged Village Health Teams (VHTs) in both Adjumani and 

Yumbe districts to support chemoprophylaxis for contacts, community based surveillance active case search and 

the administration of oral rehydration therapy. 

• Provided hygiene enabling supplies include an additional 25 hand washing facilities and 250 kgs of Chlorine 

powder in Adjumani district for bulk water chlorination that will serve more than 50,000 women and children with 

clean water.  

• Additional support is being provided to districts of Moyo, Amuru and Lamwo refugee entry points through 

vaccination of children at all border points. 

• 13,581 (6-59months) children have been vaccinated against Polio. 

• 1,026 women of child bearing age (15-49 years) were vaccinated against Tetanus.  

 

Nutrition 

• 439 caregivers for children aged 0-23months are accessing infant and young child feeding counselling since the 

July influx started. 

• UNICEF and partner Concern Worldwide are providing nutrition support and managing both Inpatient and 

Outpatient Therapeutic Centres (OTCs) in all settlements of Adjumani, Yumbe, Kiryandongo and Arua.  
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• Concern Worldwide continues to screen children for malnutrition. 17,041 children have been screened since the 

July influx started.  253 were found to be malnourished and referred for appropriate treatment.  225 children were 

admitted and 20 have so far been cured. 
                                                                                                                                                             

WASH  

• UNICEF in partnership with Danish Refugee Council and Water Missions Uganda are supporting additional 

water, sanitation and hygiene infrastructure and services in Yumbe settlement. On-going chlorination of water 

is strengthened by monitoring of the residual chlorine levels to ensure adequate amounts are in the water. 

• Hygiene promoters have been increased to 48 in Bidibidi, to support promotion of latrine use and cleanliness, 

use of safe water and disinfection of surroundings. 

• Additional Cholera Information, Education and Communication (IEC) materials are being translated and 

reproduced by UNICEF and Uganda Red Cross Society (URCS)for use in cholera prevention 

• The chlorination of water is going on including quality monitoring to assess safety of drinking water for an 

estimated more than 20,000 refugees in Yumbe. 

• In Bidibidi settlement, children and women are accessing safe water. UNICEF and partners have supported 

water provision to ensure at least 15litres per person per day.  This is attributed to construction of motorized 

boreholes, rehabilitation of existing boreholes and provision of tanks by UNICEF and its partners Water Mission, 

Danish Refugee Council, Sumadhura and District WASH office. 

• 20 blocks (40 stances) of communal latrines have been constructed in Bidibidi.  10 hand washing facilities were 

installed at the communal latrines.  Sanitation coverage was 42persons per toilet per stance as at August 23, 

2016. 

• VHTs are distributing cholera prevention and control messages in all refugee hosting locations.  In Pagirinya, 300 

pcs of Information Education and Communication (IEC) materials were distributed to 50 hygiene promoters in 

response to the outbreak. 

• In Arua and Kiryandongo, Danish Refugee Council conducted hygiene, sanitation campaigns and home visits 

where 604 households, 2171 persons of concern were reached (1398 females, 783 males and 183 children).  This 

led to construction of 25 household latrines. 

 

Education 

• 557 children aged 3-5 years have been registered by Plan International with support from Windle Trust Uganda in 

the different locations where Early Childhood Care Development Centres (ECCD) will be established in Bidibidi. 

• Education partners are collaborating with Uganda Red Cross and Oxfam/CEFORD as WASH partners to assure 

services within the new ECD facilities. 

• Clearing of two sites for ECCD centre construction in Bidibidi has been completed. 

• Two temporary classrooms have been constructed for ECCD in two centres. 

• 12 ECCD kits and 04 recreational kits supported by UNICEF through Lodonga Core PTC have been delivered to 2 

ECCD centres ready for opening.  Construction of 4 blocks of eight stances temporary pit latrines and 4 blocks of 

8 stances bathroom were completed in the two ECCD centres. 

• A UNICEF Education in Emergencies Workshop in Gulu supported the refinement of a plan of action towards 

improvement in learning for affected children. 

• Two partners War child Canada (WCC) and Danish Refugee council (DRC) to implement adolescent development 

programs. WCC PCA is signed and ready to move, while DRC is being finalized to kick start implementation early 

Sept. 

• Overall, the education in emergency response remains underfunded. This means UNICEF is unable to meet the 

needs of an estimated 50,000 emergency affected refugee children (50 per cent of the children are of school going 

age) with essential psychosocial and education support.  

Child Protection 

• For the period August 15-19, 2016, 308 children (200 m and 108 f) were registered as unaccompanied. 

• A total of 85 children (56 males, 29 females) were re-united with their caretakers within the reception centers. 

• World Vision, Transcultural Psychosocial Organization and Save the Children continue to conduct identification, 

registration, and on-spot family re-unification of separated and unaccompanied children as well as provide 

psychosocial support and non-food items (NFI) to affected refugee children.  

• Child protection coordination meetings highlight a need for standardized infrastructure for child friendly spaces. 

UNICEF will explore support to the standardization process. 
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Communications for Development (C4D) 
UNICEF is supporting the containment of the Cholera outbreak with social mobilization interventions in a response 

led by the Ministry of Health. This includes airing of radio spots and radio talk shows on signs and symptoms and 

prevention of Cholera in the affected emergency districts of Yumbe, Arua and Adjumani. U-report messages on 

signs, symptoms and prevention of Cholera have been disseminated to 25,501 U-reporters in 8 districts (Adjumani, 

Arua, Nebbi, Yumbe, Zombo, Kiryandongo, Koboko and Moyo). Trained hygiene promoters have been increased to 

48 in Bidibidi settlement. Cholera IEC materials have been translated into the relevant local languages and are being 

distributed during inter-personal communication interventions by URCS (a total of 37,452 posters in four local 

languages, 28,338 English posters and 55,400 leaflets for house to house or block by block mobilization). 

 

Funding 
UNICEF is grateful to all Donors for their contributions to Uganda, including DFID, whose support to preparedness 

and response has, in addition to UNICEF core resources, supported our timely humanitarian action to the new influx 

of refugees from South Sudan.  

 

UNICEF’s original 2016 Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) appeal for Uganda amounted to US$ 14.4 million, of 

which US$ 9.8 million was required for the South Sudan refugee response. With the recent influx of refugees from 

South Sudan and other needs in the country, the HAC is currently being revised to approximately US$ 22.7 million to 

reflect the latest funding requirements. Provisional requirements for the South Sudan refugee response will increase 

from US$ 9.8 million to approximately US$ 15 million to address the immediate needs of emergency affected South 

Sudanese women and children in Uganda and align with the revised August 2016 Refugee Response Plan (RRP) for 

South Sudan Refugees. The table below still indicates the original HAC funding requirements for the South Sudan 

refugee response.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More info on the South Sudan Crisis on: 

www.unicef.org/southsudan; http://www.childrenofsouthsudan.info/   

www.facebook.com/unicefsouthsudan    

http://www.unicef.org/appeals/ 

 

 

 Aida Girma        Stefano Pizzi                                        Boiketho Murima 

      Representative         Chief Field Ops / Emergency            Emergency Specialist 

                UNICEF Uganda        UNICEF Uganda                                  UNICEF Uganda 

                    Email: agirma@unicef.org                      Email: spizzi@unicef.org                   Email: bmurima@unicef.org 

Funding Requirements for South Sudan Refugee Response  

Appeal Sector Requirements* Funds available 
Funding gap 

US$ % 

WASH 900,000 965,116 -65,116 -7% 

Education 1,500,000 385,616 1,114,384 74% 

Nutrition and Health 3,688,000 1,509,139 2,178,861 59% 

Child Protection 2,000,000 951,663 1,048,337 52% 

Programme Support 1,700,000 625,886 1,074,114 63% 

Total 9,788,000 4,437,420 5,350,580 55% 

Who to contact 
for further 
information:  

    


