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Sector Indicator 
Cumulative since July 

2016 influx 

Child 

Protection 

Number of children in humanitarian 

situations benefiting from 

psychosocial support. 

113,422 

Health 
Number of children (6 months to 14 

years) vaccinated against measles 
78,606 

WASH 

Average litres of water accessed by 

children and women per person per 

day in refugee influx settlements 

Yumbe: 9 l/pp/pd 

Adjumani:  15 l/pp/pd 

Arua:  8.6 l/pp/pd 

Kiryandongo: 14 l/pp/pd 

Education 

Number of children (3-5 years) 

accessing early child hood 

development services 

8,165 

Nutrition 
Number of children (1-14) years 

dewormed 
142,348 

Source: UNICEF and partners Field Reports 

Highlights 
• Since the escalation of South Sudanese refugees fleeing into 

Uganda in July 2016, a total of 8,165 children (4,122 boys and 4,043 

girls) have been registered for integrated early childhood 

development learning (IECD) in Bidibidi, Pagirinya, Kiryandongo, 

and Rhino Camp settlements in Yumbe, Adjumani, Kiryandongo 

and Arua refugee districts respectively. 

• 3,059 separated and unaccompanied children (1,766 boys and 1,293 

girls) were registered for reunification and foster care between July 

and 31 October 2016.  

• 142,348 children received deworming medication while 40,247 

children received Vitamin A supplementation from screening points 

at the border points of Elegu, Palorinya, Laropi, Oraba, Kuluba, 

Busia, Keyi and Kerwa since July 2016. 

• Cumulatively since July 2016, 78,606 children aged 6 to 59 months 

have been vaccinated against Measles. 

• Installation of 20 boreholes in Zone 1 in Bidibidi has been completed 

to improve access to safe water to an estimated 34 per cent (56,000 

people) of the population in the settlement. 

220,589 

South Sudanese children  registered in 

Uganda since 1 January 2016 

Source: UNHCR 

 

324,395 
New South Sudan refugee arrivals 

registered since t January 2016 
Source: Office of the Prime Minister (RIMS) 

 

514,562 
Total number of South Sudanese 

refugees registered in Uganda as of 

27 October 2016 
Source: Office of the Prime Minister (RIMS) 

 
 

 
 

NB. UNICEF’s original 2016 Humanitarian Action 

for Children (HAC) appeal for Uganda amounted to 

US$14.4 million, of which US$ 9.8 million was 

required for the South Sudan refugee response as 

at June 2016. The HAC is currently being revised to 

approximately US$22.7 million to reflect the latest 

funding requirements. The UNICEF appeal for the 

South Sudan refugee response has increased to 

US$15 million as per the revised August 2016 

Regional Refugee Response Plan (RRRP) for South 

Sudan Refugees. 

 

Funding 

received to 

date: 

$6.7M

Funding 

gap: $3.1M

UNICEF Funding Status

South Sudan Refugee 

Response

Funds received to date

Funding gap

Uganda 
Humanitarian Situation Update 

South Sudanese 
Refugee Crisis 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

Humanitarian Situation Update September 30 - October 31, 2016 

UNICEF’s Response with partners 
 

2016 
Funding 

HAC Appeal: 
$9.8M 
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Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs 

According to UNHCR and OPM1, 220,589 (68 per cent) of the new South Sudan refugee arrivals are children, while 89 

per cent of the refugee population are women and children. The newest refugee arrivals are being settled in Bidibidi 

where the refugee population currently stands at 171,488 as of October 27, 2016. According to field reports, the 

number of new refugee arrivals slightly increased on the 22nd and 23rd of October compared to the previous weeks.  

 

Across all refugee hosting districts, there is clear evidence of major challenges in access to basic services (including 

water, education and health) among new arrivals. There is an increasing need for additional resources for all sector 

responses, especially in Bidibidi where the population and settlement are expanding at a fast rate.  

 

According to UNHCR, nutrition mass screening in September showed Global Acute Malnutrition rates low overall at 

3.07 percent. Both Severe Acute Malnutrition and Moderate Acute Malnutrition rates were also low at 1.07 percent 

and 2 percent respectively.  Nutrition screening is being conducted at all entry and collection points.  

 

Humanitarian Needs 
According to UNICEF field reports, challenges in meeting people’s needs in the sectors of Health and WASH still exist 

across all settlements receiving new refugees. Safe water provision for refugees in Bidibidi is a large challenge as the 

existing sources provide insufficient water volumes to meet the growing demand of the settlement. Outbreak of 

cholera in refugee settlements is a threat due to new cholera cases identified in Amuru district which neighbors a 

refugee settlement and hosts a reception centre. Treatment and prevention measures including hand washing with 

soap and chlorinating water needs to be ensured in all settlements and communities in order to mitigate a potential 

cholera outbreak among refugees. 

 

In the child protection sector, addressing social norms that are hindering girls and host community children from 

accessing services at the child friendly spaces will be prioritized in the coming months. Approximately 50,000 children 

(23,000 female) in refugee settlements in Adjumani, Yumbe and Arua lack access to education while in Yumbe 

(Bidibidi settlement), more than 30,000 children of school going age are not enrolled in education facilities. Ensuring 

all children access quality education will be a priority for the education sector over the coming months.                                                                                              

 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  
The Refugee Department of the Office of the Prime Minister and UNHCR continue to coordinate the national 

response to refugees. Within the current response, sector coordination arrangements include UNICEF playing a co-

leadership role in Child Protection. The Government of Uganda’s refugee policy prioritizes integration into Ugandan 

communities, therefore UNICEF’s model of engaging directly with district governments is highly relevant. UNICEF 

has technical specialists based in the Zonal Office covering the Northern Region of the country, including West Nile, 

where the South Sudanese refugees are hosted. Technical specialists participate in coordination efforts and work 

with the district and sector line ministries to provide health, nutrition, child protection, WASH and education support 

as required. Additional technical expertise supporting the response in education has been availed by Canadian 

Civilian Standby Support for UN Operations (CANADEM) as well as surge support in Child protection, WASH from 

Danish Refugee Council and Communication for Development from Irish Aid. 

 

Humanitarian Strategy 
UNICEF’s humanitarian support to refugees from South Sudan is based on strategic priorities agreed upon in the 

inter-agency planning sessions led by OPM and UNHCR. The priorities include the following: (1) Targeted protection 

and support services for specific needs (in particular Gender Based Violence prevention and child protection); (2) 

Cholera prevention and response; (3) Strengthening of protection and assistance efforts at temporary reception 

facilities, including increased child protection staff and presence; (4) Expansion of Bidibidi settlement in Yumbe 

District, expansion of new settlement areas elsewhere; and (5) Implementation of the logistics operation to transfer 

refugees directly from border points to Yumbe, and the decongestion of Adjumani temporary reception facilities. 

UNICEF is one of the agencies providing input into Uganda’s Chapter of the 2017 Regional Refugee Response Plan 

(RRRP) for South Sudan. UNICEF has a dedicated team for emergency planning and response, and they are also part 

of the regular programme support to further strengthen the linkage between emergency and development 

programming.   

                                                
1
 UNHCR Uganda, Emergency Update on the South Sudanese Refugee Situation, Inter-agency daily No. 54, 26th-27th October, 2016 
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Summary Analysis of UNICEF Programme Response  
UNICEF and its partners at reception areas and settlements are providing services to women and children as 

presented below:  

 

Health  

• Cumulatively, 20,296 children have been immunized against Polio since the July refugee influx began. 

• UNICEF and other partners are ensuring treatment and prevention measures including handwashing with soap 

and chlorinating water in all settlements and communities in response to a potential Cholera outbreak.  

• UNICEF, with partners including the Ministry of Health and District Local Governments are delivering health 

services in addition to routine services through Integrated Child Health Days. Child Health Days will ensure that 

all children, men and women are reached regardless of distance from health facilities. 

• UNICEF continues to support districts affected by Malaria with social mobilization. 

 

Nutrition 

• 49,810 children have been screened since July 2016, of which 638 were found to be severely malnourished, 

while 597 were provided with appropriate treatment. UNICEF partners (Medical Teams International, Concern 

Worldwide and Action Contre La Faim (ACF)) are collaborating at screening points to ensure all children are 

screened and provided with treatment as needed.   

• Cumulatively, 6,435 caregivers have been trained on key relevant information about nutrition programme 

activities. 

• UNICEF is monitoring the utilization of Ready-to-Use Therapeutic Feeds (RUTF) at the district level and 

regional referral hospital. Currently, there is adequate stocks in country based on updates from the UNICEF real 

time Supply End User Monitoring System. 

• 40,247 children have received Vitamin A supplementation.                                                                                                                   

• Preventive nutrition programming, including promoting and support for breast feeding and complementary 

feeding, as well as maternal nutrition support interventions are ongoing. These interventions are largely 

targeted at new refugee arrivals. 

 

WASH  

• The installation of 20 boreholes in Zone 1 in Bidibidi have been completed which will improve access to safe 

water to an estimated 34 percent (56,000 people) of the population in the settlement. 

• The latrine coverage in Bidibidi settlement is at approximately one per 44 people, which is below the Sphere 

standard of 1:25. To address this issue, UNICEF, in partnership with Danish Refugee Council, is working to 

construct communal and household latrines. 

• UNICEF is supporting operation and maintenance of 13 motorised water systems serving approximately 40,000 

refugees and host community members in the refugee districts of Adjumani, Arua and Kiryandongo. 

• The drilling of 25 boreholes in Yumbe, Arua, Adjumani and Kiryandongo began over the past month in a bid to 

increase access to safe water for both refugees and host communities. 

• The Uganda Red Cross Society contingency partnership agreement was activated to support sanitation and 

hygiene response which targeted 10,000 refugees in Adjumani. UNICEF and Oxfam are currently supporting 

sanitation and hygiene response for 20,000 refugees in Bidibidi. 

 

Education  

• Cumulatively, registration at Bidibidi settlement in Yumbe for Integrated Early Childhood Development (IECD) 

has increased to 3,949 children (1,994 male and 1,955 female) in nine centers.  

• Since July 2016, a total of 8,165 children (4,122 boys and 4,043 girls) have been registered for integrated early 

childhood development learning (IECD) in Bidibidi, Pagirinya, Kiryandongo, and Rhino Camp settlements. 

• 302 (171 male and 131 female) children from Iyete I and II were reached with multi-vitamin and deworming 

medication. 

• UNICEF, with partner East Africa Playgrounds, is planning to construct 15 playgrounds in refugee settlements in 

three districts (eight in Bidibidi Yumbe, four in Adjumani and three in Arua) in the coming months.  

 

Child Protection  

• Identification and registration of separated and unaccompanied children is ongoing in all settlements. Over the 

past two weeks, 200 separated and unaccompanied South Sudanese refugee children (109 boys and 91 girls) 
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were registered. Out of these, 2 children (1 boy, 1 girl) were reunified and 198 (105 boys, 93 girls) were put in 

foster care.  

• World Vision International, a UNICEF partner in Yumbe, spearheaded the selection of 32 Child Protection 

Committees in Bidibidi to strengthen community capacity to respond to cases of child abuse. 

• UNICEF partners in Yumbe, Adjumani and Kiryandongo have continued to provide psychosocial support to 

children and parenting skills to foster parents through follow up home visits and dialogue sessions. Since 14 

October, 73 cases (17 boys, 56 girls) of violence against children have been identified in the settlements during 

home visits which have been reported and referred for different care services.  

• Community education and sensitisation on psychosocial support and other child focused approaches (peer to 

peer support groups) were employed by UNICEF child protection partners (World Vision International, Save the 

Children and Transcultural Psychosocial Organisation) to end child abuse and negative social practices 

including child marriage, conflict, school dropout, drug and alcohol use among adolescents. Since 14 October, 

337 community members, including children, were reached by these interventions.  

 

Communications for Development (C4D) 
With support from UNICEF and the Ministry of Health, respective District Health Teams in Adjumani, Yumbe and 

Arua, are carrying out community-based cholera prevention and control interventions. These include; translation, 

printing and distribution of cholera posters and leaflets to Nuer, Dinka, Juba-Arabic, Madi, Aringa and Lugbara local 

languages and conducting radio talk shows and airing radio spot messages on cholera prevention and control. House 

to house health and hygiene promotion interventions are being conducted by Uganda Red Cross volunteers and 

Village Health Teams in Pagirinya and Bidibidi refugee settlements in Adjumani and Yumbe districts.  

 
Funding 
UNICEF is grateful to all donors for their contributions to Uganda’s South Sudanese refugee response, including the 

Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) and the Department for International Development (DFID), whose 

support to preparedness and response has, in addition to UNICEF core resources, supported timely humanitarian 

action to the renewed influx of refugees from South Sudan.  

 

UNICEF’s original 2016 Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) appeal for Uganda amounted to US$ 14.4 million. As 

at June 2016, US$ 9.8 million was required for the South Sudan refugee response. With the recent influx of refugees 

from South Sudan and other needs in the country, the 2016 HAC is currently being revised to approximately US$ 22.7 

million to reflect the latest funding requirements. Provisional requirements for the South Sudan refugee response 

will increase from US$ 9.8 million to US$ 15 million primarily in WASH, Health and Child Protection sectors to address 

the immediate needs of emergency affected South Sudanese women and children in Uganda. The revision of the 

HAC will align with the revised August 2016 Regional Refugee Response Plan (RRRP) for South Sudan Refugees.  

 

 

Funding Requirements for South Sudan Refugee Response  

Appeal Sector Requirements* Funds available 
Funding gap 

US$ % 

WASH 900,000 1,467,794 -567,794 -63% 

Education 1,500,000 591,781 908,219 61% 

Nutrition and Health 3,688,000 2,375,870 1,312,130 36% 

Child Protection 2,000,000 1,777,940 222,060 11% 

Programme Support 1,700,000 510,024 1,189,976 70% 

Total 9,788,000 6,723,410 3,064,590 31% 

*The table indicates the 2016 HAC funding requirements for the South Sudan refugee response as of June 2016.  

 

 

To see more info on the South Sudan Crisis: 

http://www.childrenofsouthsudan.info/   

www.facebook.com/unicefsouthsudan    

http://www.unicef.org/appeals/ 

 

 

 

Field Code

Field Code



UNICEF UGANDA – SOUTH SUDAN HUMANITARIAN SITUATION UPDATE                                                31 OCTOBER 2016  

   

5 

 

                                                  Aida Girma                  Stefano Pizzi                                         Boiketho Murima 

    Representative                   Chief Field Ops / Emergency          Emergency Specialist 

               UNICEF Uganda                  UNICEF Uganda                                  UNICEF Uganda 

                                  Email: agirma@unicef.org                 Email: spizzi@unicef.org                 Email: bmurima@unicef.org 

Who to contact 
for further 
information:  

    


