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*Due to the influx of refugees and birth rates the total number of children is higher than originally planned 
for, therefore UNICEF’s health target will be revised.   

 
 
 
 
 

Highlights  
 Unaccompanied minors and separated children represent 6.7 per 

cent of the Burundi refugee child population in Tanzania, with over 
half of these children in foster care while the remaining are in group 
living arrangements or have been reunified with their families.  
 

 Bewteeen May and June 2016, all 2,281 foster families caring for 
unaccompanied and/or separated refugee children, received relief 
kits (sleeping mat, blanket, plastic sheeting). 

 

 A successful vitamin A and deworming campaign was undertaken 
in May with UNICEF and UNHCR support reaching over 40,000 
refugee children under age five.  

 

 Access to education remains a critical gap with over 6,000 Burundi 
refugee children not in school and another 4,000 children attending 
classes outdoors due to the lack of temporary and/or semi-
permanent structures.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

143,679 
Registered Burundi Refugees in Tanzania  

(UNHCR 23/6/16) 

 

82,576 
Burundi Refugee Children in Tanzania 

(UNHCR 23/6/16) 
 

27,802 
Burundi Refugee Women in Tanzania  

(18-59 years; UNHCR 23/6/16) 

 

5,592 
Burundi Refugee Unaccompanied/Separated 

Children Registered in Tanzania  
(UNCEF 30/6/16) 

 

Funds received: 
$1.76 million

Funding gap:
$3.8 million

2016 Funds Available

68% Funding Gap

UNICEF PROGRAMME TARGETS AND 
RESULTS 2016 

UNICEF Target 
 

UNICEF 2016 Results 
to date 

WASH 

People provided with safe water  (7.5-15 litres per 
person per day) 

60,000 50,000 

HEALTH 

Children immunized against measles and polio* 
12,000 

20,661 = Measles 
21,452 = Polio 

NUTRITION 

Children under 5 years suffering from SAM admitted to 
therapeutic feeding programmes 

2,860 174 

Children under 5 years provided with vitamin A 
supplementation 

55,000 40,000 

EDUCATION 

School-aged children including pre-school age and 
adolescents have access to basic quality education 
(including through temporary structures)* 

 
50,000 

 
51,931 

 

CHILD PROTECTION 

4,000 most vulnerable children, including 
unaccompanied and separated children, provided with 
case management services 

 
4,000 

 
2,645 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNICEF Tanzania/2016/Waxman 

 SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

UNICEF Total 
Requirements for Burundi 
Refugee Response in 2016 

$5.5 million 

Total 2016 
requirements: 

$5.5 million 

Burundi Refugee 
Response  

Situation Report 
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Situation Overview  
 
Tanzania hosts a total of 143,679 refugees from Burundi which is over half the total outflow from Burundi to the Great Lakes 
region. This is on top of a pre-existing caseload of 64,000 refugees from DRC who share the camp and services with Burundi 
refugees. Between May and June, 4,647 refugees from Burundi were newly registered in Tanzania (see figure 1). This is the 
lowest arrival rate since the influx started ranging from 7 to 173 arrivals per day compared to the initial influxes of over 1,000 
per day. Although the rate of influx has slowed, the daily arrivals continue to overstretch the services at reception centres and 
camps. Due to overcrowding in Nyaragusu camp, Burundi refugees were relocated to two new camp locations. With the second 
camp already at full capacity, and the third camp due to reach its maximum capacity in 3 to 4 months’ time, the search for a 
fourth camp site is underway. However, finding a location with suitable water and road access to accommodate 50,000 
refugees has been a challenge.    
 
While the operation is shifting to a longer term focus to maintain standards of protection and social services, prevent epidemics, 
and move away from costly temporary measures (e.g. water trucking, tents, etc.), there is a continuous need to accommodate 
daily influxes as well as to remain vigilant for accelerated influxes. So far in 2016, the overall donor response to the refugee 
crisis covers only about 40 per cent of the total requirements across all UN agency and NGO budgets, with UNICEF’s appeal 
currently having a 68 per cent funding gap. Moving into a longer term mode means that media and donor attention is also 
slowing down while more acute crises in other parts of the world draw more attention and resources. The short term nature of 
donor funding makes it difficult to conduct longer term planning of services and structures. The host population in Kigoma 
region are among the poorest people in Tanzania and their children consistently rank among the lowest performers across 
many key indicators including health, nutrition, sanitation and education. The contrast between the quality of services in the 
camps and the poor services in local villages is noticeable and remains a gap in the response as well as a source of potential 
friction with host villages. 

 

 

Children make up over 57 per cent of the refugee population, which children under five comprising over one-fifth. Even without 
additional arrivals, the population continues to grow with 3,882 babies born in the camps in the past year. This young 
population requires shelter, food, health care, safe water and sanitation, protection, schools and recreation services. 
 

Estimated Affected Population (new refugees from Burundi only) 
(source:  UNHCR  Update 23/6/15) 

 Total Male Female 

Total Affected Population 143,679 73,632 70,047 

Children Affected (Under 18) 82,576 41,918 40,658 

Children Under Five 33,555 16,981 16,574 

Unaccompanied minors/Separated children 5,592 3,290 2,302 

 

Humanitarian leadership and coordination 
 
The refugee response is coordinated at four levels and UNICEF is engaged at each level: 

1. Central Level: The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) and UNHCR coordinate the UN refugee programme working group 
which oversees the overall management of the response by UN agencies and government focusing on planning, 
oversight and policy implications.  

2. Regional Level: At the sub-national level the head of Kigoma Regional Government coordinates all UN agencies and 
NGOs who work on the refugee response.   

 

May – June 
Arrivals = 4647 

Figure 1: Source: UNHCR Update 23/6/16 (note: 144,279 total as of 23 June had not been biometrically verified.  The biometrically verified 
total is 143,679 as per page one and table below.) 
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3. Inter-Agency/Inter-Camp Level: UNHCR and the MHA are responsible for coordinating the interagency response 
linkages between all 3 camps, which include sector specific coordination and response.    

4. Camp Level: At the camp level UNHCR and the MHA coordinate the refugee response among all UN agencies and 
NGOs.  

Humanitarian Strategy 
 
UNICEF Tanzania’s overall strategic objective for the Burundi refugee response is to ensure that refugee children and women 
are protected and that they have access to basic services in the following sectors: 

 Health: To prevent morbidity and mortality of refugee women and children 

 Nutrition: To improve the nutritional status of refugee children and women 

 WASH: To improve and sustain access to safe water supplies, sanitation facilities, and hygiene promotion services in 
transit centers and in the camps as well a limited strategic package of WASH interventions for host communities. 

 Education: To improve the quality of education and ensure a safe learning environment for refugee children.  

 Child Protection: To provide support to children with acute protection concerns and strengthen mechanisms to 
prevent violence, abuse, neglect, and exploitation.  

 Communication: To strengthen channels of communication with refugees about their health and wellbeing, and 
convey to external audiences the impact the humanitarian crises is having on children. 

 Partnerships: To deepen UNICEF’s ties with strategic partners that have a track record of responding to acute 
emergencies. 

Summary of UNICEF Programme Response  
      

  WASH  
Potable water is provided in all camps through a combination 
of boreholes, treated surface water and water trucking. Per 
capita water consumption for Nyarugusu has been 
maintained at more than 31.4 litres per person per day while 
Nduta provides 24 litres and Mtendeli camp provides 21 litres. 
These are all above international standards, however, they 
represent averages as water coverage is not equal in each 
zone of each camp. A UNICEF supported pumping station 
provides about half of the potable water for Nyaragusu camp 
as well as ensuring that small tanks for drinking water and 
latrines are available in all schools and child friendly spaces. 
The schools are densely packed with high student to toilet 
ratios, thus school latrines fill up rapidly requiring frequent 
decommissioning and building of new latrines. Between May 
and June, UNICEF provided 18,000 buckets and 600 cartons of 
soap to improve hygiene practises in the two new camps.    
 
The districts surrounding the camps experience seasonal 
cholera and other enteric diseases due to use of lake water and 
poor sanitation practises. UNICEF’s support for cholera 
prevention was extended to 32,000 hard to reach households 
who were provided stocks of water purification tablets,   
chlorine powder and hygiene promotion in preparation for the 

coming rainy season. 

 
  

 
 
 
 

School boys using locally made tippy taps to wash their 
hands after using the latrine at their school. 
UNICEF/2016/Carr 
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Health & Nutrition  
Through the collaborative efforts of health partners across all three 
camps, both crude (CMR) and under 5 (U5MR) mortality rates remain 
under the emergency threshold of less than one death/1,000/month.  
The main cause of morbidity across all camps is malaria followed by 
respiratory tract infections, urinary tract infections, skin diseases, 
watery diarrhoea, and intestinal worms. Consultations related to 
malaria have halved in the past three months due to an intensive 
campaign of ITN distribution, C4D, camp clean up, presumptive 
treatment and the arrival of the dry season. UNICEF and UNHCR jointly 
supported health partners to conduct a Vitamin A and deworming 
campaign that reached over 40,000 refugee children aged 6 to 59 
months. This was 105 per cent of the planned target due to a well-
planned sensitization and outreach campaign which increased the 
number of children reached beyond the target. Nutritional screening 
revealed that malnutrition levels remain below emergency thresholds. 
No new cases of cholera have been reported in the camps since 
September and high level monitoring and preparedness in border areas 
has been established. Due to the outbreak of yellow fever in neighboring 
countries, health partners are making preparations to administer yellow 
fever vaccine to new arrivals that have passed through DRC.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
Child Protection  
UNICEF continues to support the expansion of the child 
protection system in the camps and surrounding communities.  
This includes capacity building and support to a group of social 
workers deployed by the Tanzanian Department of Social 
Welfare to identify and refer vulnerable refugee children to 
services. UNICEF continues to support to expansion of Child 
Protection Committees (CPC) in Nduta and Mtendeli camps. 
These are groups of 15-18 individuals at the refugee 
community level who work in a coordinated manner towards 
child protection goals. The goal is to establish one CPC in every 
zone of the new camps. Unaccompanied minors and separated 
children represent 6.7 per cent of the refugee child population, 
with over half of these children in foster care while the 
remaining are in group living arrangements or have been 
reunified with their families. Between May and June, all 2,281 
foster families received relief kits (sleeping mat, blanket, 
plastic sheeting) to help them cope with caring for extra 
children. In Nyarugusu 8,793 Burundian refugee children are 
enrolled in three Child Friendly Spaces which are supported by 
UNICEF. Each CFS provides a safe environment where children 
can play sports, engage in art therapy, and participate in 
cultural activities.   

 

 
 
 
 
 

Health and Child Protection Intersect - 14 year old 
Samuel’s parents are deceased.  He lives with his 17 year 
old brother in the camp.  He attends a camp school and 
spends his spare time at a UNICEF supported child friendly 
space where he produces artwork that is used by health 
promotion teams – here is a drawing about latrines and 
handwashing. UNICEF/2016/Waxman 

A UNICEF supported social worker from Tanzania’s Department 
of Social Welfare monitors a child headed household and 
attempts to convince this 15 year old mother to join a foster 
family.  UNICEF/2016/Waxman  
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Education 
With the refugee relocation ongoing, the most crowded areas 
(including schools) of Nyaragusu camp are being decongested while 
areas in the new camp are beginning to feel the burden of the 
relocation, especially in schools. NGOs and UNHCR are funding the 
construction of more permanent schools while UNICEF is focusing 
on WASH, the provision of learning supplies and coordination of the 
national exam. National Exams have been pushed to August with 
positive negotiations ongoing between UNICEF, Ministries of 
Education in Burundi and Tanzania and UNHCR. UNICEF supported 
partners distributed scholastic materials to over 50,000 children 
and their teachers in pre-schools, primary schools, secondary 
schools in the camps in 2016. In addition, 48 Early Childhood 
Education kits were also distributed to support over 2,000 children 
in pre-primary schools. Education is the most underfunded sector 
with shortages of school supplies looming for the new school year 
which begins in September. Over 4,000 Burundi refugee children 
attend school outside under the trees due to a lack of funding for 
additional classrooms, and 6,000 Burundi refugee children are not 
attending attend school at all. 

 
 

 
Funding 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Next SitRep: 02 September 2016 
 
UNICEF Tanzania Facebook page: https://web.facebook.com/UNICEFTanzania/?fref=ts 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Sector 
Required  

(US$) 
Received (US$) 

Funding gap 

US$ % 

WASH 1,000,000 849,999 150,001 15% 

Education 1,100,000 0 1,100,000 100% 

Health and Nutrition 2,200,000 490,264 1,709,736 78% 

Child Protection 850,000 400,000 450,000 53% 

Operational Support 400,000 24,000 376,000 94% 

Total 5,550,000 1,764,263 3,785,737 68% 

Robert Carr 
Chief of Planning, Monitoring and Field 
Coordination 
UNICEF Tanzania  
Email: rcarr@unicef.org 

During May and June over 20,000 such notebooks and 
other supplies were distributed to support children with 
their daily schoolwork as well as for use in preparing for 
national exams. Keeping up on national exams provides 
a goal for children as well as preparing them for 
reintegration once it is safe to go home. 
UNICEF/2016/Carr 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Maniza Zaman 
Representative 
UNICEF Tanzania  
Email: mzaman@unicef.org 
 
 

Bertrand Ginet 
Partnership Specialist 
UNICEF Tanzania  
Email: bginet@unicef.org 
 

https://web.facebook.com/UNICEFTanzania/?fref=ts

