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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
 

The Swaziland Vulnerability Assessment Committee (SVAC) released 

preliminary results of the drought situation in the country. The VAC report 

confirms the drought’s prolonged devastating impact. An estimated 308,059 

people are in need of urgent food assistance while 414,834 people require 

livelihood support. The VAC findings will inform the development of 

implementation plans for different Emergency response sectors.  
 

 

Highlights 

• UNICEF and WHO supported the Ministry of Health (MoH) roll out a 

national Measles Rubella vaccination campaign, reaching 

approximately 88 per cent of children nation-wide aged 9 months 

to 14 years.  

• UNICEF supported the procurement of required anthropometric 

equipment. The equipment has been provided to the Swaziland 

National Nutrition Council to strengthen community monitoring of 

malnutrition and improving the identification and response to child 

malnutrition at health facilities, schools and in affected 

communities. 

• Monitoring of cases of diarrhoea is on-going, to date 5,139 cases 

were reported and UNICEF is supporting the strengthening of case 

management of diarrhoea among children through the Integrated 

Management of Newborn and Childhood Illnesses (IMNCI) strategy.  

• Over the past month, 7,692 children in the two most affected 

communities have access to clean water through trucking; this 

brings the total number of people provided with safe water in 2016 

by UNICEF to 25,192.  

• Preliminary results of the Swaziland vulnerability assessment report 

conducted in May-June, indicate an estimated 308,059 people are 

currently in need of food assistance. This figure is projected to rise 

to 414,834 people between June 2016 and April 2017.  

• A comprehensive Child Protection assessment is currently being 

conducted on the drought’s impact on vulnerable populations, 

specifically, child protection concerns. The final results are expected 

to be released in August 2016.   

 

Date: July 2016 

 (The numbers below are estimates 

and represent people affected by end 

of March 2016) 

350,000 people affected by drought  

189,000 children affected by 

drought   

165,000 children affected by drought 

in the two most affected regions of 

Lubombo and Shiselweni  

308,059 people food insecure  

90,404 children food insecure 

8,460 children 6-59 months affected 

by severe and moderate acute 

malnutrition (1,410 SAM; 7,050 

MAM) 

 

UNICEF Swaziland Appeal 2016 

US$ 2,980,800 

 

Funds Received Funding Gap

Funding 
requirements: 

$2,980,800

Funding gap: 
$2,683,760

Funds received:
$342,040

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

89% Funding Gap 
 

Women with 7 month old child walk for over an hour to access water in drought hit Lubombo. 
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Humanitarian leadership and coordination   
The National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) is responsible for coordinating the emergency on behalf of the 

Government of Swaziland (GoS). The NDMA hosts regular fortnightly Inter Sector meetings to facilitate coordination 

between the respective Government Ministries/Departments, UN agencies and NGOs. In this regard, the NDMA held its 

first strategic coordination meeting with key stakeholders on 9 June 2016.  The purpose of the meeting was to exchange 

information on the interventions by various stakeholders in order to gauge the level of progress as well as gaps in the 

response.  

 

Humanitarian Strategy 

The UNICEF response strategy aims to address humanitarian needs outlined by the GoS National Emergency Response 

Mitigation and Adaptation Plan (NERMAP) that was issued in January 2016, and to ensure that the Core Commitments 

for Children in Humanitarian Action (CCCs) are upheld. UNICEF and partners will focus on providing optimal access to 

life saving WASH, health and nutrition services for women and children, as well as critical education and children 

protection services in the affected areas. The UN with support from OCHA is currently finalising a Humanitarian 

Response Plan (which is directly linked to the NERMAP to address short-medium humanitarian needs and mobilise 

resources. 

 

UNICEF’s response focuses on providing continued access to safe water and sanitation/hygiene facilities and raising 

awareness on sanitation and hygiene issues in affected communities and schools. To date, 27 schools have been reached 

with water trucking and support interventions. Similarly, malnutrition surveillance is being enhanced through training of 

Rural Health Motivators to conduct regular community nutrition and integrated disease surveillance activities. 

Therapeutic feeding products including materials for nutrition screening and assessment have been distributed to IMAM 

sites for support of severe acute malnutrition (SAM) cases. UNICEF aims to ensure continued access to health care 

services for women and children through the distribution of essential drugs and supplies to health clinics across the 

affected region and by providing testing, treatment and support for people living with HIV. This includes monitoring of 

communicable diseases and supporting prevention through C4D activities. UNICEF will work to prevent gender based 

violence and exploitation of all vulnerable groups, and will work to further facilitate the protection, care and well-being 

of children and women among the affected population, as a result a comprehensive assessment is being conducted to 

compile the necessary evidence.  

 
Summary Analysis of Programme Response  

 
WASH 
WASH interventions have been instrumental in providing schools, clinics and affected communities with water 

harvesting infrastructure. Trucking of water to 19 communities, schools and clinics most in need continued throughout 

the month. Twenty-seven (27) primary and secondary schools in the two most affected communities received water, 

benefiting 7,692 children. Ongoing activities include the repair and rehabilitation of pumps and wells, which have been 

damaged by the lowered water table and increased use due to the dry conditions. UNICEF has supported the 

rehabilitation of six (6) hand pumps sites. The sector response plan, supported by the Department of Water Affairs, 

intends to rehabilitate four (4) macro-reticulated water systems by September, 2016.  

 

                                                        
1 NERMAP January 2016 to March 2022. 

Estimated Affected Population 
(Numbers below are estimates based on percentage of affected population)  

(The numbers represent people to be affected by drought by end of May 20161)  

 Total Male (49%) Female (51%) 

Total Affected Population 350,000 171,500 178,500 

Children Affected (Under 18) 189,000 92,610 96,390 

Children Under Five 40,843 20,013 20,830 

Pregnant women 8,750   

Children Affected in Lubombo & Shiselweni  

(2 most affected regions) 
165,000 80,850 84,150 

People Food insecure 
308,059 ( approx. 30% of 

population) 
150,948 157,111 

Children Food insecure 90,404 44,298 46,106 
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Education 
The Education response is integrated with the WASH response, and is focusing on WASH interventions in schools to 

ensure their safe environment and continued operation throughout the drought period. In addition, there is discussion 

within the Education cluster on the need for a school feeding (breakfast) programme. To date, there continues to be 

challenges in confirming the extent of the needs, however the Ministry of Education and Training (MoET) is working to 

establish sex and age disaggregated data and is developing tools in order to inform targeting interventions for schools 

in greatest need. The data will inform the comprehensive implementation plan under development for the Education 

Sector. 

 

Health & Nutrition  
With technical and financial support of UNICEF and WHO, the Measles Rubella vaccination campaign was conducted 

during the month of July with preliminary results indicating that 88 per cent (366,906 from the targeted 412,874) of 

children aged 9 months to 14 years were reached.  The national training package for the training of health care providers 

on Integrated Management of Malnutrition has been revised in readiness for training. To strengthen nutrition screening 

and assessment, UNICEF supported the Swaziland National Nutrition Council in the procurement of anthropometric 

equipment (MUAC tapes, height boards, weighing scales). Government led multi-sector nutrition campaigns were held 

in four (4) targeted Tinkhundla of Siphofanei, Lubulini, Sithobela and Mpholonjeni in the drought affected areas. A total 

of 1,910 people were reached with information on Infant and Young Child Feeding, maintaining balanced diet during the 

drought period and issues on WASH.   During the current reporting period, there were a total of 12,866 cases of diarrhoea 

recorded with 5,139 of these among children by HMIS routine data. UNICEF in collaboration with the MoH is working to 

strengthen management of diarrhoea among children through the Integrated Management of Newborn and Childhood 

Illnesses (IMNCI) strategy.  

 
Child Protection 
An assessment supported by UNICEF and UNFPA of the impact of drought on children has been conducted by World 

Vision. The analysis and final report will be completed by the end of August. The Social Protection Cluster has concluded 

the planning and pre-testing of tools for the comprehensive Child and Social Protection assessment which will be 

implemented in August.   

 
Communications for Development (C4D)   
UNICEF has supported the C4D in Emergency Communication Task Force through engaging a drama group to 

disseminate key messages on WASH, nutrition, child protection, importance of taking ART even when there is no 

food.  The drama group has reached at least 3,000 people in five communities during food distribution sessions. Drama 

is an effective and interactive way to disseminate key messages.  Community mobilization will continue to an additional 

five communities in August.  During the community mobilization sessions the C4D in emergency task team is also 

collecting baseline data on key practices and behaviours related to WASH, nutrition, child protection and ART treatment 

before the drama performance.   The posters on the drought are also being distributed during the mobilization sessions. 

 

Supply and Logistics   
UNICEF is expecting the delivery of nutrition related equipment, including measuring and weighing equipment, which 

will be used to provide support for nutrition surveillance. Deliveries are expected in August.  
 

Funding 
 

Funding Requirements for 2016 

Appeal Sector 

Requirements 

US$ 

Funds received  

US$ Funding gap 

  $ % 

Nutrition $324,000 0 $324,000 100% 

Health $324,000 0 $324,000 100% 

WASH $1,944,000  $342,040 1,601,960 82% 

Child Protection $151,200 0 $151,200 100% 

Education $21,600 0 $21,600 100% 

HIV and AIDS $216,000 0 $216,000 100% 

Total 2,980,800 342,040 2,638,760 89% 
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Next SitRep: 31 August 2016 
 
UNICEF Swaziland: http://www.unicef.org/swaziland/   
UNICEF Swaziland: https://www.facebook.com/Unicef-Swaziland 

UNICEF Swaziland: https://twitter.com/Unicef_Swazi 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 

^ Undertaken using reprogrammed funds. 

*Pending funding. 

**Figures in brackets indicate the monthly numbers reached. The one next to it is the accumulative figure over time. The immunization indicator 

needs to be revised, to align with EPI indicators. 

MAM and SAM report: Please note that UNICEF does not yet have HMIS data. Current reports are based on U-Report (25/31 sites). 

 

UNICEF Swaziland Results Table 2016 

2016 Cluster Response  
2016 UNICEF  

Response 

Target 

 

Total 

Results 

Target Total Results 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE      

# of people provided with access to water (7.5-15L per person 

per day) 
  64,000 25,192 

# of people reached with hygiene and sanitation promotion 

messages  
  320,000 3,000 

# of children in schools provided with access to appropriate 

sanitation facilities 
  74,000 0* 

# of children provided with hygiene kits in schools   37,000 0* 

EDUCATION      

# of students and teachers/support staff reached by 

awareness campaigns on how to mitigate the effects of the 

drought  

332,084 

students 

11,117 

teachers  

31,150 74,000 0* 

HEALTH      

# of children under 5 reached with measles and routine EPI 

immunization 
 35,000 

(3,956) 

23,956** 

# of women and children provided with access to health 

clinics stocked with essential supplies and drugs to treat 

common childhood illnesses 

 47,000 15,400 

NUTRITION      

# of children 6-59 months with acute malnutrition (SAM 

1,058 and MAM 5,288) receiving treatment  8,460  
1,058 SAM 

5,288 MAM 

(80) 135SAM 

(116)186 

MAM** 

# of children 6-59 months provided with Vitamin A 

supplementation 
  108,765 

(11,465) 

56,550^ 

# of children 12-59 months provided with deworming 

treatment 
  86,988 

(10,423) 

52,7862, ^ 

CHILD PROTECTION     

# of children and women provided with protection services, 

including case management, psychosocial care and linkages 

to social protection support  

  2,400 0* 

# of women and children reached with protection messages 

to expand knowledge on protection services 
  50,000 0* 

HIV/AIDS 

# of people retained on HIV treatment and provided with 

HIV-related information and access to services 
  13,700 0* 

Who to 

contact for 

further 

information: 

Rachel Odede 

Representative, 

Swaziland 

Tel: +268 7602 5343 

Fax: +268 2404-5202 

Email: rodede@unicef.org  

 

Tanya Radosavljevic  

Deputy Representative 

Swaziland 

Tel: +268 7602 5147 

Fax: +268 2404-5202 

Email: tradosavljevic@unicef.org  

 

Boniswa Dladla 

WASH Officer, 

Swaziland 

Tel: +268 7611 8530 

Fax+268 2404-5202 

Email: bdladla@unicef.org 

 

 


