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1 Low cumulative results because only one first quarter activity. 

UNICEF Swaziland  
Humanitarian Results 2017 

Sector UNICEF 

Sector 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

 

# of people provided with access to 
water (7.5-15L per person per day) 

200,000 Not 
consolidated 

64,000 4501 
 

# of students and teachers reached 
with information on climate 
change, water conservation and 
disaster management 

258,000 1,000 8,000 
students 

300 
teachers 

10,676 
learners 

80 Teachers 

# of children 6-59 months with 
severe acute malnutrition receiving 
treatment 

1,410 97 1,058 97 
 

# of children under 15 who 
continue to receive ART 

10,088 9,992 
 

2,757 4,434 
 

 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

Highlights  

 UNICEF has fully rehabilitated 50 of the 69 schools damaged during 
Tropical Cyclone Dineo. The remaining 19 schools will be operational 
by June 2017. 

 UNICEF prepositioned WASH supplies worth over US$54,830 with the 
National Disaster Management Agency (NDMA) to be used by the 
WASH and Health Sectors as needed for emergency interventions 
such as floods. 

 The first ever comprehensive national multi-sectoral assessment has 
been completed which will inform prioritization and targeting for the 
emergency. Results will be available in May 2017.  

 The Southern Africa Office of the US Foreign Disaster Assistance 
(OFDA) monitoring visit which took place in March 2017 was successful 
and UNICEF was encouraged to prepare a humanitarian concept note 
on WASH and Nutrition for potential funding consideration.  

 In March 2017, UNICEF sensitized implementing partners on Human 
Rights Based Approaches to Communication for Development which 
can be used for emergency and development programming.  

The numbers below are estimates 
(Source: Swaziland Vulnerability Assessment 

Committee 2016 Preliminary Findings, June 2016) 

350,000 
People affected by drought 

 

189,000 
Children affected by drought 

 

165,000 
Children affected by drought in the two 
most affected regions of Lubombo and 

Shiselweni 
 

350,000 
People food insecure 

 

8,460 
Children 6-59 months affected by severe 
and moderate acute malnutrition (1,410 

SAM; 7,050 MAM) 
 

68% Funding Gap 
UNICEF Funding Status 

 
 

*Funds available includes funding received for the current 
appeal year as well as the carry-forward from the 
previous year.  

 

Carry Forward Amount

Funding Gap

Funding 
requirements:
$2.74 million

Funding gap 
$1.85m

Carry Forward 
Amount $0.79m

©UNICEF Swaziland /Karin 
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  
The October 2016 – March 2017 Swaziland Meteorological Services (MET) rainfall forecast indicated a trend towards 
normal to below normal rainfall in parts of Shiselweni and Lubombo, which are areas previously impacted by the El Nino-
induced drought. Although the country received above-average rainfall from January to March 2017, the impact of the 
drought has continued to affect water resources and water supply infrastructure mainly in the Lowveld, dry Middleveld 
and the Lubombo Plateau. Access to adequate water and sanitation services remains a challenge, where low access to 
drinking water, a precarious household health environment, and poor feeding practices are wide-spread across the 
country. The rural areas of Lubombo and Shiselweni regions continue to experience low access to domestic water supply 
as protected springs and boreholes produce low yield. In general, drought impact on potable water supply has affected 
rural and urban domestic supply, this impact is also felt at health facilities and schools, particularly in the above 
mentioned two regions. UNICEF continues to seek funding to close the 80 per cent funding gap for WASH activities.  

 

The recurrent drought is further exacerbating levels of vulnerability among the population which are compounded by 
chronic food insecurity, malnutrition, high rates of HIV/AIDS, poverty and protection concerns, including gender based 
violence (GBV). Close to six percent of children under five years are underweight, while two percent are wasted. More 
than a quarter of the children are stunted while nine percent of children are overweight, signalling a double burden of 
both under and over nutrition. 
 
The National Disaster Management Agency (NDMA) organised a review of the National Emergency Response, 
Mitigation and Adaptation Plan (NERMAP) that identified progress in implementation of the plan and priorities in 2017 
by sector. The NDMA compiled lessons learned and the way forward to guide 2017 implementation of activities outlined 
in the NERMAP. Future activities will also be informed by the 2017 NDMA-led multi-sector national assessment to update 
existing data on the affected population and improve better targeting of the continued response and revision of sector 
targets which have been completed. Final results of this comprehensive multi-sectoral assessment are expected to be 
disseminated in May 2017 and will further define the scope and focus of the continued future response and existing 
funding gaps. 
 

Humanitarian leadership and coordination  
The NDMA is responsible for coordinating the emergency response on behalf of the Government of Swaziland. The UN 
Country Team, headed by the UN Resident Coordinator, is leading the UN’s support to the emergency response. The 
NDMA is coordinating a number of processes in this period to enable a comprehensive and data-informed revision of 
humanitarian plans for 2017 and beyond. These process include a mid-term review of the NERMAP, and comprehensive 
multi-sectoral assessment. Findings from these assessments and review process are expected in May 2017. 
 
Within UNICEF, the Emergency Management Team (EMT) has continued to review the UNICEF Emergency Response 
Plan and respond to any emerging issues. In April, 2017 two staff members participated in the UNICEF organised 
workshop on the Evaluation of Humanitarian Action intended to strengthen capacity of Country Offices in the region to 
undertake different types of evaluations for humanitarian response. This workshop strengthened the capacity of the 
EMT to monitor and evaluate the emergency response. As a result of this workshop UNICEF Swaziland has committed 
to conducting a Lessons Learned Review of the UNICEF Swaziland El Nino response by July 2017.  
 

Humanitarian Strategy  
In 2017, UNICEF, in support of the government-led national priorities, will continue to focus on providing optimal access 
to water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH), health and nutrition services for women and children, as well as critical 

Estimated Affected Population 
(Estimates calculated based on initial figures VAC 2016 Preliminary Findings (June, 2016) and Health and Nutrition Assessment  (March 2016)* 

 Total Male Female 

Total affected population 350,000 171,500 178,500 

Children affected (under 18) 189,000 92,610 96,390 

Children under five 40,843 20,013 20,830 

Pregnant women 8,750   

Children affected in Lubombo & Shiselweni  
(2 most affected regions) 

165,000 80,850 84,150 

Food insecure people  308,059  
(approx. 30% of population) 

150,948 157,111 

Food insecure children  90,404 44,298 46,106 

*A multi-sectoral assessment report will be used to revise the above figures based on the findings. 



SWAZILAND SITUATION REPORT #2 – April 2017                                                                                                                   

education and children protection information and services, in those areas that continue to feel the impact of the drought. 
UNICEF will continue to play a lead role in humanitarian coordination systems as the sector’s co-lead agency for the 
education and WASH sectors, while also contributing technical leadership in the health and nutrition and social 
protection clusters. In these roles, UNICEF will enhance emergency-preparedness planning across the clusters, to ensure 
adequate technical and resource capacity to respond to sudden onset emergencies. UNICEF will continue to focus on 
strengthening national systems and building resilience of drought-affected people to ensure that development gains are 
protected during times of emergency.   
 
To achieve this, UNICEF will provide access to safe water, sanitation and hygiene services in the worst-affected areas of 
Shiselweni and Lubombo. Malnutrition surveillance continues to be enhanced and community and facility-level systems 
and capacities to enable the integrated management of acute malnutrition are being strengthened through training of 
Rural Health Motivators and health workers as highlighted in the following section. UNICEF will also support community 
health service outreach to ensure the continued access to health care services for children and women who cannot access 
health facilities. To ensure that children can continue to access education safely, UNICEF will supply clean water, 
alternative sanitary and hygiene facilities and will conduct awareness campaigns and targeted training for teachers and 
students on environmental as well as protection related themes. In addition, UNICEF will continue to work to prevent 
gender based violence and exploitation of all vulnerable groups, and will work to further facilitate the protection, care 
and wellbeing of women and children.  
 

Summary Analysis of Programme response 
 

WASH 
Hydrological drought has continued to persist in most semi-arid areas in the low veld, coupled with poor ground water 
and surface water recharge due to insufficient rainfall to enable development of new water points in these areas. UNICEF 
is working with implementing partners and government departments and has supported the provision of water to 450 
people in 3 schools in Lubombo and Shiselweni regions through the rehabilitation of a community hand pump. UNICEF 
also provided community and school-based training to 1,236 girls, 1,214 boys, 1,395 women, 592 men on water 
conservation and management using rain harvesting techniques. As part of this training, UNICEF installed rainwater 
harvesting systems in 42 schools which will provide water supplies to 2,450 students. UNICEF also conducted a 
Participatory Hygiene and Sanitation Transformation (PHAST) Training of Trainers session for 119 members of water 
management committees to promote good hygiene practices among communities with a special focus on drought-hit 
regions.  
 
As part of resilience and preparedness planning, UNICEF’s Regional Office supported the capacity development of 35 
national UNICEF staff on Community-Led Total Sanitation (CLTS) through a Training of Trainers workshop and 
engagement of eight communities with high rates of open defecation. The exercise led to communities committing to 
provide their own sanitation facilities in order to prevent outbreaks of diarrheal diseases. As part of a long-term 
community resilience building program, UNICEF plans to increase the number communities reached by end of 2017 
through rolling out CLTS approaches to other communities.   
 
UNICEF has also prepositioned WASH Supplies worth US$ 55,000 with the NDMA to be used by the WASH Sector to 
support drought-affected communities, especially for point of use water treatment. UNICEF trained 30 Government and 
NGO staff to reinforce the household water treatment program to ensure that water quality is monitored and 
communities are clear on the methods available for point of use water treatment.  
 

Education 

Most humanitarian response interventions on provision of water to schools were put on hold due to good rains received 
in recent months which resulted in recharge of ground water sources (i.e. dams, rivers, springs etc.). UNICEF’s focus is to 
support the recovery and adaptation of education facilities and in response the education sector has strengthened 
advocacy on resilience building. Schools are encouraged to conserve water and ensure water harvesting facilities are in 
place.  
 
Of the 69 schools reported as storm-damaged in the previous situation report, 50 have been fully rehabilitated by the 
Government through Micro Projects. This intervention has benefited 9,100 girls and 8,400 boys. Within this reporting 
period, three more schools have reported damages on Ventilation Improved Pit (VIP) latrines due to recent rains. Micro 
Projects has conducted an assessment to ascertain the extent of the damage and related costs.  
 
UNICEF has provided technical and financial support to a multi-sectoral national drought assessment for the education 
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cluster aimed at measuring the impact of the drought, assessing the impact of response interventions, identifying gaps 
in interventions to inform future response programming, and to assess the capacity of schools to respond to emergencies, 
in particular preparedness, response and adaptation. A total of 634 schools (72 per cent) participated in the assessment. 
A draft report has been produced and will be validated at education section level before publication in May 2017. 
 

Health & Nutrition  
The number of children reached for SAM management remains low according to data provided by the Health 
Management Information System (HMIS). Between March and April 2017, UNICEF reached 63 children with SAM 
treatment compared to 33 children reached from January to February. The low number of SAM children might be 
attributed by fewer children having severe acute malnutrition due to improved infant feeding practices. Diarrhoeal cases 
also remain low and stable in the under-fives age group. However, community-level data has not yet been updated which 
is problematic given that this data remains the most reliable form of surveillance. To strengthen community surveillance, 
122 RHM in Lomahasha and 120 RHMs in Ngudzeni were trained in screening and infant young child feeding. The multi-
sectoral assessment report will provide data to fill this gap. Routine Measles vaccinations, deworming and Vitamin A 
supplementation continued to take place during the reporting period. The multi-sectoral assessment that includes a 
comprehensive Health and Nutrition component is expected to track progress of the response as well as inform the 
emergency programming going forward. 

Two Swaziland-based UNICEF staff and one government staff member participated in a regional Nutrition in 
Emergencies (NiE) training in Johannesburg, South Africa from 28 to 31 March 2017. The training was led by UNICEF’s 
Regional Office and enhanced knowledge, skills and capacity of staff on nutrition in emergencies in line with UNICEF’ 
Core Commitment for Children.  

HIV/AIDS 
UNICEF conducted a series of meetings with key stakeholders to explore opportunities to use the U–Report (RapidPro) 
platform as a support system for adolescents living with HIV in order to strengthen follow up and support systems for 
adolescents living with HIV and to increase retention in ART and care. This was conducted to address the increase in 
missed appointments for ART which is attributed to lack of food and prioritisation of money for food rather than 
transport to health facility due to the drought situation. A partnership agreement with Baylor College of Medicine 
(Swaziland) has been finalized in order to commence the U-Report platform, which will provide a support system, 
including psychosocial support to adolescents living with HIV to improve retention and adherence in ART despite the 
drought situation. UNICEF also provided sensitization to implementing partners managing HIV programmes in all 
regions to integrate the initiative within existing teen clubs, with a focus on Shiselweni and Lubombo regions. A qualified 
nurse and a social worker have been recruited to follow up on adolescents living with HIV through home visits, teen club 
activities and the U-Report platform. Both the nurse and social worker have been trained by UNICEF on the management 
of U-report and have started responding to questions on HIV from adolescents. Results will be reported in the next 
situation report which is scheduled for 30 June 2017.  
 

Child Protection 
UNICEF Swaziland received information from the United Nations High Commission on Refugees (UNHCR) about the 
possible increase of migrants crossing into Swaziland who are currently residing in neighbouring countries. This 
increased migration could potentially result in an influx of unaccompanied “Children on the Move” which is a significant 
concern to UNICEF globally. The UNICEF Representative, working with the Emergency Management Team, has followed 
up with the Swaziland Refugee Reception Centre and has confirmed an increase in asylum seekers and refugees over the 
past months. UNICEF will continue to monitor the situation closely while working with the Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Commissioner of Refugees and the Refugee Reception Centre.  
 
UNICEF provided technical input to incorporate child protection concerns into the multi-sectoral assessment undertaken 
in February to March 2017 to better determine the effect of the drought on children. In addition, UNICEF provided 
financial and technical support for the review of the draft assessment report with a particular focus on the protection 
component. UNICEF will continue to maintain a scale-up technical engagement in the protection sector by providing 
technical guidance and closely working with UNFPA (sector  co-lead) and providing technical support to social protection 
sector to implement the 2017 protection work plan.  
 
UNICEF provided technical support to the development and review of child protection communication messages as part 
of the plan to strengthen information dissemination to enhance protection of children. Messages will be incorporated 
into the inter-cluster-wide communication plan coordinated by the communications for development technical working 
group. In partnership with UNFPA, UNICEF finalized the terms of reference to hire a short-term consultant which will 
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provide technical support to strengthen government capacity to coordinate the Protection Cluster. The recruitment 
process will take place in May with an anticipated start date of June 2017. 
 
In the drought-affected region of Shiselweni, UNICEF has engaged in partnership discussions with Nhlangano AIDS 
Training Information and Counselling Center (NATICC) a community-based organisation with capacity to provide social 
care and referral services to children affected by violence and which will undertake a pilot-programme using a family-
based model for the prevention of violence against children. Plans are also underway to develop a partnership with 
Swaziland Red Cross that will support social mobilisation to prevent violence against children the results of which will be 
reported in the June Sit Rep.  
 

Communications for Development (C4D)  
In a bid to increase the Communication for Development capacity of Government and civil society partners, UNICEF held 
a C4D workshop for 35 participants which focused on the Human Rights Based Approach (HBRA). Participants worked 
together through an evidence-based process to draft an integrated multi-sectoral C4D Strategy to feed into the current 
Country Programme (2016-2020). The strategy, which will be finalised in the second quarter of 2017, is deeply rooted in 
HRBAs, and has participatory and community dialogue approaches at its core.  
 

Supply and Logistics  
As part of La Nina weather preparedness plan based on the data from the Meteorological department, the Swaziland 
National Multi-Hazard Contingency Plan (2015 - 2017) and the UNICEF Swaziland 2016-2017 Emergency Preparedness 
and Response Plan, UNICEF procured and pre-positioned with NDMA emergency WASH supplies for 5000 people, and 
diarrheal disease sets to treat 1000 people. These supplies will be utilized by partners, as needed, to respond to potential 
WASH-related disasters.   
 

Funding 
The UNICEF Humanitarian Action for Children appeal requirement for Swaziland is $2.74 million in 2017. The response 
in 2016 was only 53 per cent funded, with a significant amount of the funds coming towards the end of the year. This 
impacted on the scale and timeliness of critical interventions and necessitated some funds and activities being carried 
over into 2017.  Funds currently available for the response amount to $883,393 and additional funding is urgently required 
to adequately scale up interventions.  
 
The visit by OFDA has opened a new window for possible resource mobilisation to further support the drought response. 
UNICEF Swaziland is preparing a concept note to be submitted to OFDA by June 2017.  In addition, the Country Office is 
leveraging resources of other UN agencies by undertaking co-financing of joint interventions in support of the national 
response to the emergency. 
 
UNICEF would like to thank USAID-OFDA and Global Affairs Canada for their support in meeting the needs of children 
and women in Swaziland. With the new data from the 2017 National Comprehensive Assessment, the funding needs and 
focus sectors may change, which might require reprioritisation.  
 

Appeal Sector Requirements Funds available* 
Funding gap 

$ % 

Nutrition & HIV/AIDS $419,000 $185,127 $233,873 56% 

Health $270,000 $100,000 $170,000 63% 

WASH $1,906,000 $377,266 $1,528,734 80% 

Child Protection $65,000 $150,000** -$85,000 -131% 

Education $77,000 $71,000 $6,000 8% 

Total $2,737,000 $883,393 $1,853,607 68% 
*The majority of funds available comprise carryover funds from 2016 only.  
**Following the development of emergency response plans 2017, additional child protection activities originally planned for 2016, were rolled over into 2017. 
Consequently, this figure does not appear in the funding requirement for 2017. As a result, the sector areas appear over funded. 

 
Next SitRep: 30 June 2017 
 

UNICEF Swaziland: http://www.unicef.org/swaziland/   
UNICEF Swaziland: https://www.facebook.com/Unicef-Swaziland 
UNICEF Swaziland: https://twitter.com/Unicef_Swazi 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Unicef-Swaziland
https://twitter.com/Unicef_Swazi
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SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 

*2017 Multi Sector Assessment will define the new WASH targets for 2017. 
**A partnership with Swaziland Red Cross is being developed to support community mobilization and results will be reported in June 2017. 
*** Reported number on young people reached is low since the agreement with Swaziland Red Cross is just being finalised and these will accelerate implementation of 
HIV prevention programmes in affected area. 

 
 

UNICEF Swaziland Results Table 2017 

2017 Sector Response 
2017 UNICEF  

Response 

Target 
 

Total 
Results 

Target Total Results 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE 

# of people provided with access to water (7.5-15L per 
person per day) 

200,000*  64,000 450 

# of people reached with critical WASH related information 
to prevent child illness  

TBD*  175,000 1,188 

# of children in school/learning programmes with access to 
2.5-3  litres of water per child per day  (for drinking and 
handwashing) 

TBD*  74,000 734 

EDUCATION 

# of students and teachers reached with information on 
climate change, water conservation and disaster 
management 

258,000 1,000 
8,000 

students  
300 teachers  

1,000 

HEALTH 

# of children under 5 reached with measles and routine EPI 
immunization  

  25,911 8,768 

NUTRITION 

# of children 6-59 months with severe acute malnutrition 
receiving treatment  

  1,058 63 

# of children 6-59 months provided with Vitamin A 
supplementation 

  62,676 25,021 

# of children 6-59 months provided with deworming 
treatment 

  62,676 23,852 

CHILD PROTECTION 

# and % of population in communities where ongoing work 
to mobilize and strengthen social support networks to 
prevent and address violence, abuse and exploitation, 
including GBV. 

  2,400 0** 

HIV/AIDS 

# of children, young people and women reached with 
information on prevention, care and treatment of HIV/AIDS.   

  50,000 1,229*** 

# of children under 15 who continue to receive ART. 10,088 9,992 2,757 4,434 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Rachel Odede 
Representative 
UNICEF Swaziland 
Tel: +268 7602 5343 
Fax: +268 2404-5202 
Email: rodede@unicef.org  
 
 
 
 

Tanya Radosavljevic  
Deputy Representative 
UNICEF Swaziland 
Tel: +268 7602 5147 
Fax: +268 2404-5202 
Email: tradosavljevic@unicef.org  
 

Boniswa Dladla 
WASH Officer 
UNICEF Swaziland 
Tel: +268 7611 8530 
Fax+268 2404-5202 
Email: bdladla@unicef.org 
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