
SWAZILAND SITUATION REPORT #1 – February 2017                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 
 
 

 Swaziland 
Humanitarian 

Situation Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNICEF’s Response with partners 
 

 
 

UNICEF Swaziland  
Humanitarian Results 2017 

Sector UNICEF 

Sector 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

 

# of people provided with access to 
water (7.5-15L per person per day) 

200,000 
Not 

consolidated 64,000 - 

# of students and teachers reached 
with information on climate 
change, water conservation and 
disaster management 

258,000 1,000 

8,000 
students 

300 
teachers 

1,000 
learners 

# of children 6-59 months with 
severe acute malnutrition receiving 
treatment 

1,410 33 1,058 33 

# of children under 15 who 
continue to receive ART 10,088 9,505 2,757 - 

*Results for activities have been partially achieved. A plan is underway to update the needs assessment in 
order to identify the changing and current needs. 

 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS* 

Highlights 
 On 31 January 2017, UNICEF launched the Southern Africa El Niño/La 

Niña Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) appeal. The HAC 
requirement for Swaziland is US$2.74 million in 2017, which is 
currently 32 per cent funded.  

 The National Disaster Management Agency (NDMA) activated the 
national multi-hazard contingency plan for Swaziland on 14 
February 2017, as a result of the potential risks posed by Cyclone 
Dineo. Although the cyclone was downgraded to a storm, 14 schools 
were affected, of which four had damaged infrastructure.   

 The NDMA is currently coordinating a number of processes to review 
the 2016 national drought response. A mid-term review of the 
response is planned for March 2017. A comprehensive multi-sectoral 
assessment is ongoing and will be completed by end of March 2017. 

 In January 2017, the Swaziland Meteorological Services (MET) 
reported positive rainfall patterns for the last quarter of 2016 in most 
areas of the country. Critically, the MET reported that some areas 
received below normal rainfall, negatively impacting anticipated 
harvests and raising concerns for 2017. Rainfall patterns are being 
closely monitored between January and March 2017 to inform 
humanitarian planning for 2017.  

 

 

350,000 
Food insecure people 

 

189,000 
Children affected by drought 

 

165,000 
Children affected by drought in the two 
most affected regions of Lubombo and 

Shiselweni 
 

8,460 
Children 6-59 months affected by 

severe and moderate acute 
malnutrition (1,410 SAM; 7,050 MAM) 

 
*Estimated figures- Source: Swaziland Vulnerability 
Assessment Committee 2016 Preliminary Findings, 

June 2016 

 

UNICEF Funding Status 

 
 
*Funds available includes funding received for the 
current appeal year as well as the carry-forward from 
the previous year.  

 

 

Carry Forward Amount

Funding Gap

Funding 
requirements:
$2.74 million

Funding gap 
$1.95m

Carry Forward 
Amount $0.79m

Simulation of Assistance to victim after flood water rescue/ UNICEF/2017  
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  
Swaziland continues to experience the impact of the El Niño induced drought, with rural communities currently facing 
the peak of the lean season with harvest not expected until March / April 2017. In January 2017, the Swaziland MET 
reported that rainfall patterns for the last quarter of 2016 had been normal to above normal in most areas of the country. 
This alleviated the need for large-scale water trucking and led to the suspension of water rationing in urban areas. 
Critically, the MET reported that localized hotspots remain which received below normal rainfall, negatively impacting 
on anticipated harvests. Rainfall predictions for January to March 2017 indicate normal to below normal levels for the 
Lowveld areas which were the areas worst affected by the drought in 2016. A pre-harvest assessment is being carried 
out from February to March 2017 as a component of the 2017 multi-sectoral needs assessment. This multi-sectoral 
assessment will inform revised humanitarian plans for April 2017 and beyond. The mid-term review of the National 
Emergency Response, Mitigation and Adaptation Plan (NERMAP) will also inform the revision of humanitarian priorities 
for 2017. 
 
 

On 14 February 2017, NDMA activated the multi-hazard contingency plan for Swaziland due to the potential threat of 
Tropical Cyclone Dineo which was being tracked off the coast of Mozambique. Initial projections indicated that Cyclone 
Dineo would hit north and eastern regions of Swaziland, with sufficient force to cause damage to infrastructure and flash 
flooding leading to the risk of loss of life. However, the cyclone changed path and only the tailend hit Swaziland in the 
form of a storm which caused infrastructural damage to four schools. The Government is supporting a detailed impact 
assessment of damage, the rehabilitation response will be planned based on the assessment findings which will be 
available at the end of April 2017. 
 

Humanitarian leadership and coordination  
The NDMA is responsible for coordinating the emergency response on behalf of the Government of Swaziland. The UN’s 
emergency response is led by the UN Country Team, headed by the UN Resident Coordinator. NDMA is coordinating a 
number of processes in this period to enable a comprehensive and evidence-informed revision of humanitarian plans for 
2017. These process include a mid-term review of the National Drought Emergency Mitigation and Adaptation Plan 
(NERMAP), a Lessons Learned Workshop and comprehensive multi-sectoral assessment. Findings from these three 
assessments and review processes are expected before the end of March 2017. 
 

Humanitarian Strategy  
In 2017, UNICEF, in support of the national priorities, will continue to focus on providing optimal access to water, 
sanitation and hygiene (WASH), health and nutrition services for women and children, as well as critical education and 
child protection services in areas that continue to feel the impact of the drought. UNICEF will continue to assume a lead 
role in humanitarian coordination systems as the cluster co-lead agency for the education and WASH sectors, while also 
contributing technical leadership in the health and nutrition and social protection clusters. In these roles, UNICEF will 
enhance emergency-preparedness planning across the sectors, to ensure adequate technical and resource capacity to 
respond to sudden onset emergencies. A capacity focus in 2017 will be supporting systems strengthening and resilience-
building to reduce the impact of and enhance recovery from the cyclical drought that effect Swaziland.   
 
UNICEF will provide access to safe water, sanitation and hygiene services in the worst-affected areas of Shiselweni and 
Lubombo. Malnutrition surveillance, community and facility-level systems and capacities will be enhanced to enable the 
strengthening of integrated management of acute malnutrition.  UNICEF will also support community outreach of health 
services to ensure the continued access to health care services for children and women who cannot access health 
facilities. To support a conducive environment for learning, UNICEF will supply clean water, alternative sanitary and 
hygiene facilities and will conduct awareness campaigns and targeted training for teachers and students on 

Estimated Affected Population 
(Estimates calculated based on initial figures VAC 2016 Preliminary Findings (June 2016) and Health and Nutrition Assessment  (March 2016)* 

 Total Male Female 

Total affected population 350,000 171,500 178,500 

Children affected (under 18) 189,000 92,610 96,390 

Children under five 40,843 20,013 20,830 

Pregnant women 8,750   

Children affected in Lubombo & Shiselweni  
(2 most affected regions) 

165,000 80,850 84,150 

Food insecure people  350,000** 150,948 157,111 

Food insecure children  90,404 44,298 46,106 

*A multi-sectoral assessment process is being conducted in February 2017, figures will be revised based on the findings.  
**Approximately 30% of population; projected figure October 2016-February 2017. 
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environmental as well as protection related themes. In addition, UNICEF will continue to support initiatives to prevent 
gender based violence and exploitation of all vulnerable groups, and will work to further facilitate the protection, care 
and wellbeing of women and children.  
 

Summary Analysis of Programme response 
WASH 
The rainfall experienced from December 2016 to February 2017 has lifted Mbabane city and adjacent Ezulwini out of the 
urban water crisis. Hydrological drought still persists in most semi-arid areas in the lowveld, resulting in poor ground and 
surface water recharge and limiting the development of new water points. UNICEF will increase awareness on the 
importance and significance of water conservation and storage, such as rainwater harvesting. UNICEF will support 
schools and health centres to increase their rainfall harvesting capacity.  
 
UNICEF will also continue to work closely with implementing partners and government departments to implement 
WASH climate resilience programmes.  UNICEF will also support lifesaving water access through drilling and developing 
of six new boreholes and the rehabilitation of 45 non-functional water sources, including within school compounds. 
UNICEF will support groundwater mapping and monitoring given that 70 per cent of the rural population are using 
ground water sources. The response will also ensure that most in need in 40 communities have access to household water 
treatment kits to practice point-of-use treatment with accompanying information on treatment and safe storage.   
 

Education 
The NDMA has discontinued water trucking to schools due to recent rains in most areas of the country which led to an 
improved water situation. Due to limited available government resources, the school breakfast feeding programme was 
also suspended. The NDMA has recommended that the Ministry of Education and Training (MoET) include breakfast-
feeding under the Ministry’s regular programming. Cyclone Dineo, which was downgraded to a storm affected 
operations in 14 schools which impacted 2,652 girls and 2,548 boys. Ten schools suspended classes for up to two days as 
a safety precaution, affecting 2,040 girls and 1,960 girls.  Four schools had infrastructural damage, with their roofs blown 
off.  
 
The number of storm damaged schools has increased to 69 from the 40 reported at the end of December 2016. The total 
damage is estimated at US$670,000 by Micro-projects, a government agency responsible for infrastructure development. 
The Government has mobilised internal resources to repair the affected schools, with 35 schools already rehabilitated, 
benefiting 7,140 girls and 6,860 boys. Preparations are at an advanced stage for the commissioning of the education 
cluster drought assessment, as part of the comprehensive multi-sectoral assessment. Data collection will begin as soon 
as the necessary resources are available.  As sector co-lead, UNICEF continues to provide technical support to the MoET 
(co-sector lead) to monitor the education in emergency situation.  
 

Health & Nutrition  
Routine Measles vaccinations, deworming and Vitamin A supplementation continued to take place from December 2016 
to February 2017. From the Health Management Information Systems (HMIS) data, malnutrition rates remained stable 
and cases of underweight children remained low from both facility and community-based data. Diarrhoeal cases in 
children under five totalled 6,330, showing insignificant differences from June to December as reported in 2016. This data 
was further verified using the Ministry of Health (MoH) epidemiological bulletin. With recent rains, cases are expected to 
increase and the response mechanism has also been updated with the recent procurement of Oral Rehydration Therapy 
(ORT) kits for facilities. There has been a confirmed cholera outbreak in neighbouring Mozambique, resulting in 
increased vigilance and safeguard mechanisms especially at the borders. The multi-sectoral assessment that includes a 
comprehensive Health and Nutrition assessment, WASH, education as well as food security and agriculture is currently 
underway, expected to be completed by end March. Results are expected to inform the emergency programming going 
forward. 

HIV/AIDS 
Data from the MoH showed that there is low viral suppression among children (69 per cent) and adolescents (73 per cent) 
compared to adults (87 per cent). Low viral suppression is associated with poor ART adherence. This was also shown by 
the high number of missed ART appointments in the two affected regions. UNICEF conducted a series of meetings with 
key stakeholders to explore opportunities to use the U–Report platform as a support system for adolescents living with 
HIV to strengthen follow up and support systems for these adolescents and increase retention in ART and care. A 
partnership agreement with Baylor School of Medicine is being finalized in order to commence the SMS platform, which 
will provide a support system, including psychosocial social support, for adolescents living with HIV. UNICEF also 
provided sensitisation to implementing partners managing HIV programmes in all regions to integrate the initiative 
within the teen clubs with particular focus on Shiselweni and Lubombo regions. Implementation of the initiative is 
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planned for end of March 2017 and will provide support to HIV response for adolescent contributing towards the 
achievement of the ‘All In to End Adolescents AIDS’ initiative targets. 
 

Child Protection 
A report on the assessment of the impact of drought on the vulnerable groups, including children, was finalised with 
UNICEF technical guidance, and validated by the protection cluster in January 2017. Recommendations will be integrated 
into the 2017 UNICEF response for child-protection interventions. In addition, UNICEF has continued to scale-up its 
technical engagement in the Protection sector by providing technical guidance and working closely with UNFPA (sector 
co-lead) in providing technical support to the review of the 2016 sector response. The findings of the sector-led 
assessment are also being used to inform the 2017 protection sector work plan. The protection sector terms of reference 
were finalised with technical assistance from UNICEF, and validated by the sector and reporting templates were finalised 
by the sector’s implementing partner. UNICEF provided technical support to the development and review of child 
protection communication messages as part of the plan to strengthen information dissemination to enhance protection 
of the most vulnerable. 
 

Communications for Development (C4D)  
Through C4D and as part of severe weather preparedness activities, UNICEF in partnership with Swaziland Red Cross 
organized a simulation exercise on 24 February for 900 students and 300 adults from communities in Ngwempisi 
constituency in the Manzini region. The area has experienced high incidents of drowning and lightning strikes affecting 
children and communities. The simulation exercise aimed to improve community preparedness and response measures 
as well as to engage communities on safe behaviours. The simulation featured messages on how to prevent and respond 
to flooding, drowning, lightning and lightening-induced fires. The simulation was supported by NDMA, Emergency 
Preparedness and Response unit, Royal Swaziland Police, Fire and Emergency Services and members of the National 
Communication for Development in Emergency Task force. 
 

Supply and Logistics  
In January 2017, UNICEF procured and pre-positioned emergency WASH supplies for 5,000 people as well as diarrheal 
disease sets to treat 1,000. These supplies are already prepositioned within the National Disaster Management Agency 
warehouse and will be utilised by partners to respond to drought and floods in the worse hit regions of Swaziland related 
disaster.   
 

Funding 
The 2017 UNICEF Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) appeal requirement for Swaziland is US$2.74 million. The 
response in 2016 was only 53 per cent funded, with a significant amount of the funds coming towards the end of the year. 
This impacted on the scale and timeliness of critical interventions and necessitated some funds and activities being 
carried over into 2017.  Funds currently available for the response amount to US$783,393 and additional funding is 
urgently required to scale up interventions.  UNICEF would like to thank USAID-OFDA and Global Affairs Canada for their 
support in meeting the needs of children and women in Swaziland.  
 

Appeal Sector Requirements Funds available* 
Funding gap 

$ % 

Nutrition & HIV/AIDS $419,000 $185,127 $233,873 56% 

Health $270,000 0 $270,000 100% 

WASH $1,906,000 $377,266 $1,528,734 80% 

Child Protection $65,000 $150,000** $(85,000) 131% 

Education $77,000 $71,000 $,6,000 8% 

Total $2,737,000 $783,393 $1,953,607 68% 
*The majority of funds available comprise carryover funds from 2016 only. The figures are provisional and subject to change due to year end closure.   
**Following the development of emergency response plans 2017, additional child protection activities originally planned for 2016, were rolled over into 2017. Consequently, 
this figure does not appear in the funding requirement for 2017. As a result, the sector areas appear over funded. Funding requirements for 2017 will be revised in March and 
revised figures will appear in the next report.  
 

Next SitRep: 30 April 2017 
 

UNICEF Swaziland: http://www.unicef.org/swaziland/   
UNICEF Swaziland: https://www.facebook.com/Unicef-Swaziland 
UNICEF Swaziland: https://twitter.com/Unicef_Swazi 
 

 
 
 
 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Rachel Odede 
Representative 
UNICEF Swaziland 
Tel: +268 7602 5343 
Fax: +268 2404-5202 
Email: rodede@unicef.org  
 
 

Tanya Radosavljevic  
Deputy Representative 
UNICEF Swaziland 
Tel: +268 7602 5147 
Fax: +268 2404-5202 
Email: tradosavljevic@unicef.org  
 

Boniswa Dladla 
WASH Officer 
UNICEF Swaziland 
Tel: +268 7611 8530 
Fax+268 2404-5202 
Email: bdladla@unicef.org 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Unicef-Swaziland
https://twitter.com/Unicef_Swazi
mailto:rodede@unicef.org
mailto:tradosavljevic@unicef.org
mailto:bdladla@unicef.org
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SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS - 2017 

*Results for activities have been partially achieved. A plan is underway to update the needs assessment in order to identify the changing and current needs. 
**2017 Multi Sector Assessment will define the new WASH target for 2017. 
***2017 new WASH activities only started in February; results achieved will be in the subsequent situation report. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNICEF Swaziland Results Table 2017 
2017 Sector Response 

2017 UNICEF  
Response 

Target 
 

Total 
Results 

Target Total Results* 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE 

# of people provided with access to water (7.5-15L per 
person per day) 

200,000**  64,000 -*** 

# of people reached with critical WASH related information 
to prevent child illness  

TBD** 
 175,000 -*** 

# of children in school/learning programmes with access to 
2.5-3  litres of water per child per day  (for drinking and 
handwashing) 

TBD** 
 74,000 

-*** 
 

EDUCATION 

# of students and teachers reached with information on 
climate change, water conservation and disaster 
management 

258,000 1,000 
8,000 

students  
300 teachers  

1,000 

HEALTH 

# of children under 5 reached with measles and routine EPI 
immunization  

  25,911 1,872 

NUTRITION 

# of children 6-59 months with severe acute malnutrition 
receiving treatment  

  1,058 33 

# of children 6-59 months provided with Vitamin A 
supplementation 

  62,676 5,208 

# of children 6-59 months provided with deworming 
treatment 

  62,676 4,502 

HIV/AIDS 

# of children, young people and women reached with 
information on prevention, care and treatment of HIV/AIDS.   

  50,000 - 

# of children under 15 who continue to receive ART   2,757 - 
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SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS - 2016 

^ Undertaken using reprogrammed funds.  

∞ 2016 sector targets were not defined. The 2017 Multi Sector and Education Assessments planned for February-March 2017 will define the targets for 2017 
* Funding for HIV, Education and Child Protection interventions were only received in December 20a6. Activities will scale up in 2017.  
** Swaziland’s National Emergency Response, Mitigation and Adaptation Plan (NERMAP) is currently being reviewed/updated and sector target and indicators will be 
updated in UNICEF’s Results Table in the coming months.  
***UNICEF planned to reach total numbers of people identified in need at the outset of the emergency, with hygiene and sanitation promotion messages. Only 46% of 
the WASH appeal was funded and as a result, these funds were prioritised for water provision and targeted hygiene and sanitation promotion. 
****Numbers reached in October were over-reported. Communities which received more than one training had been counted twice. This has been corrected in this 
report.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

UNICEF Swaziland Results Table 2016 

2016 Sector Response** 
2016 UNICEF  

Response 

Target 
 

Total 
Results 

Target Total Results 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE 

# of people provided with access to water (7.5-15L per 
person per day) 

200,000 
Data not 

consolidated 
64,000 45,933 

# of people reached with hygiene and sanitation promotion 
messages***  

∞ ∞ 320,000 26,966**** 

# of children in schools provided with access to appropriate 
sanitation facilities 

∞ ∞ 74,000 0* 

# of children provided with hygiene kits in schools ∞ ∞ 37,000 0* 

EDUCATION 

# of students and teachers/support staff reached by 
awareness campaigns on how to mitigate the effects of the 
drought  

332,084 
students 

11,117 teachers  
31,150 

74,000 
students 

2,000 
teachers 

0* 

HEALTH 

# of children under 5 reached with measles and routine EPI 
immunization ∞ ∞ 35,000 47,223 

# of women and children provided with access to health 
clinics stocked with essential supplies and drugs to treat 
common childhood illnesses 

∞ ∞ 47,000 15,400 

NUTRITION 

# of children 6-59 months with acute malnutrition receiving 
treatment  

1,410 SAM 
7,050 MAM 

Data not 
consolidated 

1,058 SAM 
5,288 MAM 

573SAM 
322 MAM 

# of children 6-59 months provided with Vitamin A 
supplementation 

∞ ∞ 108,765 104,015^ 

# of children 12-59 months provided with deworming 
treatment 

∞ ∞ 86,988 96,264^ 

CHILD PROTECTION 

# of children and women provided with protection services, 
including case management, psychosocial care and linkages 
to social protection support  

∞ ∞ 2,400 0* 

# of women and children reached with protection messages 
to expand knowledge on protection services 

∞ ∞ 50,000 0* 

HIV/AIDS 

# of people retained on HIV treatment and provided with 
HIV-related information and access to services 

∞ ∞ 13,700 0* 


