
 
 
  
 
 
  
 

South Sudan Conflict 
(Sub-regional refugee crisis) 
 
Background 
Since 15 December 2013, the escalation of armed ethnic conflict in 
South Sudan has resulted in the death of hundreds and 
displacement of thousands of civilians. Violence continues 
throughout the country, with fighting reported in seven out of South 
Sudan’s 10 states. Over 487,300 people have been displaced by 
the fighting, with some 413,000 displaced internally and 74,300 
seeking asylum in neighbouring countries. The majority of those 
affected are women and children, displaced from their homes and 
made increasingly vulnerable to malnutrition, disease and 
protection violations. It is expected that this number will continue to 
grow, outstripping original planning figures.  
 
UNICEF works closely with the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) to support refugee women and children in 
Kenya, Uganda and Ethiopia, in coordination with government 
counterparts. In response to the South Sudan refugee crisis, 
UNICEF is scaling up programmes based on existing agreements 
with UNHCR and partners. 
 

Uganda 
Uganda has received the majority of refugees fleeing violence in South Sudan, with estimates surpassing 32,000 new refugees in 
Adjumani, Arua, Kiryandongo and Koboko districts by early January. As of 14 January, 42,000 South Sudanese refugees have 
been registered by the Government of Uganda and UNHCR, with women and children representing a larger than normal 
percentage of asylum seekers (80-90 per cent). Newly arriving asylum seekers are hosted in three transit camps in Arua and 
Adjumani districts in northern Uganda and are then transferred to settlements managed by the Government and UNHCR. Crucial 
sanitation needs have been identified in the camps, which are filled significantly beyond their capacity, with additional WASH, 
protection, nutrition, and education needs at the settlement sites. Based on the findings of an assessment in Adjumani and Arua on 
3-4 January, UNICEF dispatched WASH supplies and non-food items (NFIs) including soap, jerry cans, water purification tablets, 
hygiene kits, chlorine tablets, and hand washing facilities to support the refugees. In response to reports of a large number of 
separated and unaccompanied minors, UNICEF is in the process of quickly rolling out Rapid Family Tracing and Reunification. 
UNICEF will continue to respond to the needs of refugees and scale-up in anticipation of additional influxes. 
 

Ethiopia 
As of 14 January, Ethiopia has 
received 24,000 refugees, including 
women and children, from South 
Sudan. UNHCR estimates that as 
many as 60,000 refugees will cross 
the Ethiopian border through five 
entry points (Akobo, Pagak, Puchalla 
and Raad in Gambella region and 
Yabus in Benishangul Gumuz region) 
in the near future. To address 
refugee needs and prevent disease 
outbreaks, UNICEF is providing safe 
drinking water, hygiene promotion, 

Country Offices 
2014 HAC 

Requirements (US$)* 

January – March 2014 UNICEF 
Response to South Sudan Conflict 

Refugee Crisis**  

Uganda 
 

$16,000,000 $4,000,000 

Ethiopia 
 

$31,126,000 $1,240,000 

Kenya 
 

$29,100,000 $1,000,000 

Total $76,226,000 $6,240,000 

 

Adjusted Planned Results for year x 

In 2013, UNICEF will support the 
Government of Nambut’s response to the 
humanitarian needs of more than 11 million 
children and women affected by drought, 
displacement and water-borne disease. 
Working with partners, UNICEF will support 
the scale up life-saving nutrition 
interventions by expanding the number of 
health centres offering treatment for severe 
acute malnutrition and undertaking a large 
scale distribution of Ready-to-Use-
Therapeutic Food in drought-affected 
regions. To address the spread of water-
borne diseases, tankering in the north will 
provide safe drinking water to an estimated 
200,000 displaced people and host 
communities. In anticipation of the 2013 
cholera season, NFI kits including soap, 
household water treatment and dignity kits 
for girls and women have been 
prepositioned to benefit an estimated 
150,000 households. UNICEF will continue to 
support government efforts to expand 
essential services to emergency-affected 
populations through community-based 
interventions including nutrition/health 
centres and child protection networks. As 
lead of the nutrition and WASH clusters and 
co-lead of the education cluster and gender-
based violence area of responsibility, UNICEF 
is coordinating with line ministries and over 

60 NGOs. (175 words) 
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*Overall humanitarian financial requirements 
**Financial needs based on inter-agency contingency planning figures of 50,000 new refugees in 
Uganda; 60,000 new refugees in Ethiopia and 30,000 new refugees in Kenya. 

Refugees by country  
(Estimated as of 14 January 2014): 
 

Uganda: 42,000 
Ethiopia: 24,000 
Kenya: 7,200 
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vaccination of children and mosquito nets distribution to an estimated 5,000 refugees settled in Akobo. UNICEF is working with its 
partners to initiate child protection care for unaccompanied minors and children in Akobo, while they are waiting to be transferred to 
a new refugee camp. Furthermore, UNICEF has prepositioned emergency supplies in Gambella and Benishangul Gumuz regions 
to respond in a timely manner to the acute emergency needs of refugees in WASH, nutrition, health and child protection in 
partnership with UNHCR, ARRA and non-governmental organizations. UNICEF’s response will focus on life-saving emergency 
interventions for an estimated 60,000 refugees during the acute state of the emergency, before or shortly after refugees are 
transferred to camps. The emergency response will also cover the vulnerable host communities where the refugees are temporarily 
settled. 
 

Kenya 
As of 12 January 2014, Kenya has received over 7,174 refugees from South Sudan, with women and children representing 80 per 
cent of those registered. UNHCR estimates that in the past week, there have been between 300 to 500 new arrivals per day. At the 
current rate and if the situation in South Sudan deteriorates, it is estimated that by the end of January/mid-February, between 
30,000-80,000 refugees from South Sudan will have arrived in Kenya. UNICEF, through its field office in Lodwar, along with UN 
partners have undertaken assessments in the Kakuma Refugee Camp in order to establish immediate life-saving needs and gaps.  
Thus far, UNICEF has prepositioned and mobilized key supplies including water bladders, tarpaulins, and NFIs for response.  
UNICEF will also participate in a rapid inter-agency needs assessment (planned for 13-15 January), which will focus on child 
protection and identify other key child related indicators. UNICEF plans to strengthen its response capacity by placing a child 
protection coordinator at Kakuma Refugee Camp to support inter-agency and cross-border child protection coordination with 
UNHCR and other partners. Initial focus has been on life-saving activities and UNICEF will continue to undertake key activities 
across all sectors. 
 

* * * 
 
The Sub-regional Funding Priorities document is presented to highlight the key aspects of UNICEF humanitarian response to the 
needs of refugee children and women in Uganda, Kenya and Ethiopia and has been prepared as a joint effort of the three UNICEF 
Country Offices and Eastern and Southern Africa (ESA) Regional Office. Given the dynamic situation in South Sudan and the three 
neighbouring countries receiving refugees, the numbers of people targeted with UNICEF assistance, as well as funding 
requirements, are likely to change and foreseeably increase. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Who to contact 
for further 
information: 

 

Uganda 
Aida Girma  
Representative, 
UNICEF, Uganda  
Tel: +2564 1717 1100  
Email: 
agirma@unicef.org 

Ethiopia 
Peter Salama  
Representative, UNICEF,  
Ethiopia  
Tel: +251 115 184001  
Email:psalama@unicef.org 

Kenya  
Kanyankore Marcel 
Rudasingwa  
Representative, UNICEF, 
Kenya  
Tel: +254 20 762 1093  
Email: 
mrudasingwa@unicef.org 

Eastern and Southern Africa 
Regional Office  
Megan Gilgan 
Regional Emergency Advisor, 
UNICEF, Eastern and Southern 
Africa Regional Office 
Tel: +254-20  762 2176E-mail: 
mgilgan@unicef.org 
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