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Reporting period: August 2013 

 
 

 
Students take reading lessons in Bossaso, Puntland, Somalia.  

@ UNICEF Somalia 
 

HIGHLIGHTS:  
- The battle against Polio continues in all three regions of Somalia: 152 cases were confirmed by the end 
of August. 
- Food security improves with the number of people considered in food security crisis dropping to 
870,000; however, 2.3 million Somalis remain at the margin of food insecurity1. 
- Since January 2013, sanitation related interventions have benefitted approximately 196,754 people 
through the construction and/or rehabilitation of 4,760 sanitation facilities.  
- UNICEF, ,ADRA, and Directorate of Education (DoE)  supported the Federal Government of Somalia 
participation at the “Learning for All Ministerial Meeting", the initiative led by Gordon Brown at the UN 
General Assembly on 23 September 2013.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
1 OCHA August Humanitarian Bulletin 
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  
 

Humanitarian Situation 
A joint report by FSNAU, FAO and FEWS indicates an estimated 870,000 people will be in Crisis and 
Emergency from August to December 2013. “The number of people in crisis is at its lowest since famine 
was declared in Somalia in 2011, thanks to successive seasons of average to above average rainfall, low 
food prices and sustained humanitarian response but acute malnutrition continues to pose a threat to 
hundreds of thousands of children especially in the country’s south.2” Numbers have positively improved 
since January 2013 and yet, critical levels of acute malnutrition persist especially in Central South Zone 
(CSZ) where two thirds of the malnourished children live. According to FSNAU’s nutrition surveys, more 
than 206,000 children under the age of five are acutely malnourished.  
 
The Polio outbreak continues, with 152 cases confirmed at the end of August 2013.  
 
Refugees and IDP Situation 
IDPs make up 72 per cent of those considered food insecure in Somalia3. They continue to face risks to 
their lives, safety, security and dignity and are at a disproportionately high risk of gross abuses of human 
rights. This is especially so for women and unaccompanied children who suffer from widespread sexual 
and gender-based violence.”4  
 
“Seasonal and temporary returns to Somalia continue. According to UNHCR, between January and 
August 2013, over 26,000 cross-border movements into Somalia were recorded; the majority from 
Kenya. Approximately 1,800 people have moved in August.”5 A planned Government of Kenya 
conference to discuss repatriation of Somali refugees, scheduled for August 28th and 29th in Nairobi, was 
postponed following a request from the Federal Government of Somalia to have more time to prepare 
the issue.6 
 
PROGRAMME RESPONSE 
 
HEALTH: 
By the end of August, four vaccination campaigns were carried out. During the last round, 18-21 August, 
children as well as adults in all accessible districts of Somalia were vaccinated; many Somalis in CSZ were 
never vaccinated and remain at high risk. UNICEF continues to intervene to stop further circulation of the 
Polio Virus through further vaccination campaigns continuing in to next year.  
 
By the end of August, 152 Wild Polio Virus cases were confirmed in Somalia: Banadir (67), Lower Shabelle 
(30), Bay (15), Lower Juba (12), Middle Shabelle (16), Middle Juba (2), Hiran (2), Gedo (2), Sool (2), 
Galgadud (2), Bari (1), and Bakool (1).  Results for 83 Acute Flaccid Paralysis (AFP) cases are still pending. 
The latest AFP case was reported on 25th August in Somaliland’s Galbeed region. 
 
Polio partners across Kenya, Somalia and Ethiopia met up in Mandera to discuss and plan cross-border 
vaccination in order to curtail transmission across the porous borders of these three countries. The focus 
was on transit teams across borders, surveillance and synchronization of Supplementary Immunization 
Activities. Significant action points for follow up by authorities and implementing partners include: 
1. Strengthened training in micro-planning and AFP surveillance for all border health teams in all three 

countries, including special considerations for border transit and nomadic populations.  

                                                      
2 http://www.fsnau.org/in-focus/acute-malnutrition-persists-somalia-while-870000-people-remain-food-insecure. 
3
 OCHA Somalia Humanitarian Bulletin August 2013 

4
 http://www.internaldsisplacement.org/8025708F004BE3B1/%28httpInfoFiles%29/E4DD01C6BDC95CA8C1257BF7002D2659/ 

$file/somalia-overview-oct2013.pdf 
5
 OCHA Somalia Humanitarian Bulletin August 2013 

6
 OCHA Humanitarian Bulletin August 2013 

http://www.internaldsisplacement.org/8025708F004BE3B1/%28httpInfoFiles%29/E4DD01C6BDC95CA8C1257BF7002D2659/
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2. Meeting of local border chiefs/elders to be held one week prior to each campaign to serve as 
advocates for support and awareness and as a prime source to gather intelligence on recent cross 
border nomadic movement for mapping and coverage.  

3. Communication planning to include common language broadcasts and message dissemination for 
populations straddling common borders.  

4. Through cross border coordination and planning, vaccination teams will be assigned at all significant 
crossing points during Supplementary Immunization Activities (SIAs) and permanent teams will be 
assigned at high traffic points for the duration of the outbreak.  

5. Follow up meetings to the Ethiopia, Somalia and Kenya cross border meeting to monitor 
implementation will be held quarterly.  
 

Independent monitoring is underway in accessible districts which include 27 districts in CSZ, in 1 district 
in Somaliland and 2 districts Puntland. In CSZ, immunization activities took place in all accessible districts. 
In NWZ, immunization activities were also started in all districts. In Puntland, District Field Assistants’ 
orientation was conducted on 15 August and vaccination teams orientation was conducted on August 
16th and 17th.  
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Distribution of 201,759 Long-Lasting Insecticide Nets (LLINs) commenced in Beletwein and Abudwak 
districts in CSZ. A total of 100,879 targeted households benefitted from this distribution. The 14th East 
Africa Sub-Regional Network’s (EARN) Annual General Assembly meeting took place in Khartoum from 
18-22 August 2013. The meeting provided a forum for countries in the region to share information, 
discuss best practices and experiences, identify bottlenecks and propose solutions to accelerate malaria 
related MDGs targets as well as Malaria Control financing opportunities. It was highlighted that Somalia 
has shown a tremendous improvement in the management of malaria compared to the past two years 
based on a performance reporting country roadmap presentation from different countries.7   
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Support to HIV prevention, care and treatment programmes, including testing and counselling and 
provision of Anti-Retroviral Treatment (ART) drugs in 14 regions of Somalia was conducted in the month 
of August. By early September, a total of 18,306 people were tested and counselled for HIV. Additionally, 
21,588 pregnant women were tested for HIV at both antenatal care and maternity wards. 16,503 (90 
percent women) were diagnosed with Sexually Transmitted Infections (STIs), and were subsequently 
treated. 1,628 persons living with HIV are currently on Antiretroviral Treatment.8 
 
NUTRITION:  
As per the latest partner reports submitted for January-August 2013, UNICEF supported nutrition centres 
admitted a total of 148,973 malnourished children across Somalia out of which 133,307 children were 
admitted in CSZ alone. Of the total number of malnourished children under-five admitted in UNICEF 
supported centers, 134,151 were severely malnourished and 14,822 were moderately malnourished.  
 
The Wet Feeding programme, located in key locations along the borders areas, continues to provide hot 
meals, mostly for IDP women and young children. Since the beginning of the year, 11,974 households, 
including 10,090 children under five, have received support at these feeding sites. 
 
 

                                                      
7 The meeting report has not yet been circulated by the EARN-RBM and thus cannot provide concluaive results of this meeting. 
8 Main reporting indicators are on Voluntary Testing and Counselling (VCT), Prevention of Mother to Child Transmission (PMTCT), Anti-Retroviral 
Treatment (ART) and Sexually Transmitted Infections (STI). Indicators are from partner organizations providing HIV treatment and care services 
in all zones. 
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WASH:  
Since January 2013, 230,938 people from vulnerable communities including IDPs, school children, and 
users of health facilities gained access through sustained longer-term water systems; these included the 
construction and rehabilitation of water supply systems. More precisely, 20 solar powered water systems 
were completed; 10 Boreholes repaired; 11 Berkads completed; 87 Shallow wells with hand pumps 
constructed; 15 shallow wells upgraded into water yards; 42 water points and 5 water yards (mini water 
system) were rehabilitated with distribution network and water kiosks. 
 
In addition to the above, an estimated 342,813 people have received and/or continue to receive access 
to safe water through temporary water supplies such as mass chlorination, water vouchering, and/or 
support for operations and maintenance of water supplies. More specifically this includes 22,000 people 
reached through water vouchering. An estimated 70,530 beneficiaries were reached for support to 
operations and maintenance of water systems and 250,283 persons were reached through chlorination 
of water supplies. The total number of people gaining access to water through longer-term water 
sustained systems and temporary water supplies are estimated at 573,751.  
 
Since January 2013, sanitation related interventions have benefitted approximately 196,754 people 
through the construction and/or rehabilitation of 4,760 sanitation facilities. This includes the 
construction of 138 new institutional latrines, 1556 emergency latrines, 556 new household latrines and 
desludging of 2,510 overflowing pit latrines for IDPs in Mogadishu. A further 153 households regained 
access to sanitation facilities through Community Led Total Sanitation (CLTS) triggering that has resulted 
in construction of 153 household latrines. 
 
For hygiene related activities 250,648 people have benefitted from household water treatment and safe 
storage interventions since the beginning of the year. A further 118,062 people in Buale, Ceelwaq, 
Abudwaq, Merka, Dolow, Jowhar and Mogadishu have received hygiene related supplies such as 
household water treatment disinfectants, soap and jerry cans, through the  network of ten regional 
supply hubs spread across SCZ. 
 
EDUCATION: 
The study on Early Childhood Development Education (ECDE) to inform the design of ECDE programme 
for CSZ is on-going. Consultations took place with the Director General (DG) of the DoE. Data collectors 
were trained and data collection completed on August 7th in Mogadishu. The purpose of the study is to 
understand child rearing practices in relation to ECDE, map key ECDE actors and assess capacity gaps. 
 
UNICEF, together with the NGO ADRA and DoE Technical Advisors supported the preparation and 
drafting of a paper for the Federal Government of Somalia to present at the Gordon Brown “Learning for 
All Ministerial Meeting" at the UN General Assembly meeting on 23 September 2013. The paper focused 
on critical issues facing the Education Sector across the three major zones in Somalia. 
 
Most of the schools in NEZ catering to IDPs were reopened. Those reported open are in Garowe, Galkayo 
and Gardo.  4,269 students, in NEZ, were enrolled in IDP schools for the start of the 2013 new school 
year, and registration is on-going until the end of September. Many schools remain closed, but some 
with a plan to reopen by September. 
 
A training session on needs assessment for 32 participants in Hargeisa was conducted by the Education 
Cluster. Topics covered included the Cluster System, the planning of needs assessments, information 
management, child participatory methodologies, analysis, documentation and reporting. UNICEF and the 
Cluster Coordinator used the opportunity to visit two IDP camps in Hargeisa as a fact-finding mission. The 
IDP camps were found to have no schools or services and, hence, planning for these camps has to 
commence.  
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Renovation of two classrooms for pastoralist children is progressing satisfactorily in Togdheer, 
Somaliland. To this date, a total of 3,088 nomadic children are in school since the beginning of the 
project one and a half years ago in Sanaag, Togdheer and Marodi Jeex. 
 
A six-day gender mainstreaming training was given in Awdal and Togdheer for 45 Ministry of Education 
and Higher Education (MOEHE) regional managers, out of which six were women, to raise awareness of 
ways that gender inequality affects developmental interventions in education and to provide knowledge 
and skills to equip them to promote gender equality programming. The target participants for the 
trainings were Regional Education Officers, Deputy Education Officers, and Directors of Planning at 
regional level and key District Education Officials, in the 13 regions of Somaliland. 
 
PROTECTION: 
Thirty-six sessions of Non-Formal Education (NFE)/Life Skills Based Education (LSBE) were conducted for 
200 children in NWZ, out of which eight adolescents were provided with Psycho-Social Therapy. In NEZ, 
ICT, NFE Literacy and LSBE training classes were held for 350 adolescents. Vocational Training for 
adolescents aged between 16-18 years and Psycho-Social counseling for newly registered adolescents. In 
CSZ, 450 children are undertaking NFE and furthermore, a ‘Before-School Programme has been 
organized to provide extra one-on-one literacy training for those who require extra support. 
 
Four interim care centres in CSZ are fully operational and are both at maximum capacity. 450 children 
(male and female) that include children previously associated with Armed Forces/ Groups, runaway 
children and adolescents at risk of recruitment or actively involved in armed conflict, are being provided 
with life and technical skills that will help them become productive and integrated members of the 
community. Parents and community members are becoming sensitized about the negative impacts of 
child recruitment and their role in supporting their children through the various community outreach 
activities organized. Children that have been associated with Armed Forces/Groups and are now living 
with disabilities have gained access to basic social services in the centres. 
 
In regard to Gender-Based Violence (GBV), a questionnaire for social norms was finalized and will be 
used for interviewing 800 key informants in Mogadishu on social norms and practices around GBV. 
Psycho-social support and medical assistance has been provided to GBV survivors in Bossaso, Garowe, 
Galkayo, Mogadishu and Afgoye. Furthermore, across Somalia, 1,085 people attended awareness raising 
activities for GBV. 95 clients were referred for HIV testing and 423 received Psycho-Social support 
 
COMMUNICATION FOR DEVELOPMENT (C4D): 
The formative research on maternal child health has commenced and a consultant will be travelling to 
the zones for initial discussions with UNICEF, WHO and the Ministries of Health. The objective of the 
formative research is to identify enabling factors and barriers to the key maternal child health behaviour 
identified.  The research is the first step in developing a comprehensive behaviour change 
Communication Strategy for Somalia. 
 
The Malaria Behaviour Change Communication strategy was completed. 
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FUNDING: 
Funds Received against Appeal as of 31 August 2013: 
 

CAP Appeal Sector 

Initial 
Requirements 
by Sector* 

Revised 
Requirements 
as of July 2013 
(Polio 
response) 

Funds 
Received in 
Appeal 

Unmet 
requirements**  

% of 2013 
CAP 
Unfunded 

Water, Sanitation and 
Hygiene (WASH) 

         
19,333,682       19,333,682  8,017,592 11,316,090 59% 

Health 
         
21,654,998       36,443,127  7,265,589 14,389,409 66% 

Nutrition 
         
34,614,728       34,614,728  22,047,369 12,567,359 36% 

Education 
         
16,479,717       16,479,717  2,532,002 13,947,715 85% 

Protection  
         
10,497,567       10,497,567  5,196,499 5,301,068 50% 

Cash Based Response 
         
38,381,756       38,381,756  4,114,122 34,267,634 89% 

 
Total      140,962,448     155,750,577  49,173,173 91,789,275 65% 

*Sector requirements include cluster coordination costs. 
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9 SPHERE standards. 
10 SPHERE standards. 
11 Refers to the UNICEF target of <10%. 

NUTRITION 

 

UNICEF CLUSTER 

Target Progress % Target Progress % 

CCC 4: Community Management of Malnutrition 

# of children under five with Severe Acute 
Malnutrition admitted in Therapeutic Feeding 
programmes 

80,000 148,380 185.5% 80,000 148,380 185.5% 

% of children with SAM under treatment recovered 75%9  85.6% NA 75%10 85.6% NA 

% of nutrition centers stocked out of essential 
nutrition supplies (Ready-to-Use Therapeutic Food, 
etc.) 

<10% 12.9%11 NA <10% 12.9% NA 
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HEALTH 

 

UNICEF   

Target Progress %       

CCC 2: Campaign and community based interventions 

# of children aged 0-59 months vaccinated against 
polio through campaigns 

1,900,828 3,260,033 172%12   
    

CCC 3: Access to essential health services 

# of outpatient consultations for children under 5 600,000 513,662 86% 
      

# of children under five treated for diarrhea 100,000 79,542 80%13       

# of children under five treated for pneumonia 35,000 31,610 90% 
      

# of children receiving DPT3 vaccination through 
routine services 

341,008 94,112 28% 
      

# of women attending their first Antenatal Care 
visit 

250,000 173,639 69% 
      

# of facilities-based deliveries at Maternal and 
Child Health centres 

30,000 18,224 61%14 

 
    

CCC 5: Access to essential household items 

#  of families receiving two ITNs  825,000 380,880 46%       

 
 
 
 

                                                      
12 During August Polio Campaign, 5-10 years children were vaccinated in CSZ. 
13 UNICEF’s initial target was 50,000. This has been revised to 100,000. 
14 The progress figures have been updated since reporting errors were discovered. 
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WASH 

 

UNICEF CLUSTER 

Target Progress % Target Progress % 

CCC 2: Water supply 

# of people with new, sustained access to safe water 347,000 230,938 67% 1,450,000  448,691 31% 

# of people accessing safe water through temporary means 
including chlorination; operation and maintenance; water 
trucking; vouchers; and household water treatment 

422,000 342,813 81% 1,950,397  845,377 43% 

CCC 3: Sanitation 

# of people with new access to sanitation facilities  171,000 196,754 115% 2,165,705  304,637 14% 

# of villages declared Open Defecation Free 53 5 9%   100  3 3% 

CCC 4: Hygiene Promotion 

# of people with means to practice good hygiene and 
household water treatment through water filters or purifiers, 
jerry cans, aqua tabs, etc. 

414,600 250,648 60% 2,662,677  378,927 14%15 

CCC 5: WASH in schools 

# of children benefitting from WASH facilities in their schools 38,850 6,577 17% 
      

# of people benefitting from WASH facilities in 
health/nutrition centers 

210,000 65,890 31% 
      

 
  

                                                      
15

 The Cluster figure does not include Household Water Treatment, which falls under temporary water interventions. 
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EDUCATION 

 

UNICEF CLUSTER 

Target Progress % Target Progress % 

CCC 2: Quality education opportunities 

# Of primary school-aged children accessing 
emergency education (wherever possible 
combined with essential health, nutrition, WASH 
services in schools). 

300,000 
 
 
 

214,601 72% 600,000 576,707 96% 

# of children benefitting from school supplies1 300,000 45,326 15% 
   

# of Communities Education Committee members 
trained 

9,184 280 3% 
   

# of children participating in Child to Child clubs 47,700 1,376 3% 
   

# of children that receive at least one hygiene 
education session 

300,000 non-available non-available 
   

# of teachers that receive at least one hygiene 
education session 

8,250 non-available non-available 
   

# of CEC members that receive at least one 
hygiene education session 

9,038 non-available non-available 
   

# of teachers receiving training 7,372 171 2% 
   

# of teachers receiving monthly incentives 7,061 1,318 19% 
   

# of regional education clusters established and 
supported  

24 0 0 
   

CCC 3: Safe and secure learning environments 

# of classrooms rehabilitated  169 35 21%       

# of classrooms constructed 89 27 0       

 
  



 

 

UNICEF Somalia SitRep #8 | August 2013     Page 11/11 

 

CHILD PROTECTION 

TOTAL COUNTRY 

UNICEF CLUSTER 

Target Progress % Target Progress 

CCC 3: Key child protection mechanisms strengthened 

# of children accessing child-friendly community 
centers 

10,000 0 0     

CCC 4: Separation of children from families prevented and addressed 

# of UASC identified, registered and in family-
based care  or appropriate alternative 

1,200 238 20 
# of solved tracing 
requests: 150 

  

CCC 5: Violence, exploitations and abuse prevented and addressed 

# of survivors of GBV assisted  

5,000 1,178 23.56 

4,000 receive legal 
counseling; 3,000 receive 
PEP; 5,000 receive 
material assistance.  

  

# of violations identified and resolved by 
Community-Based Child Protection Committees 

1,200 1,271 105.9 
# of community-based 
mechanisms in place to 
protect children: 50 

  

# of referrals made by Community-Based Child 
Protection Committees 

1,200 2,756 229.7 
# of community-based 
mechanisms in place to 
protect children: 50 

  

CCC 6: Psychosocial support is provided to children and their caregivers 

# of children and caregivers received psychosocial 
support and care 

30,000 5,088 16.96 10,000   

CCC 7: Child recruitment and use addressed and prevented  

# of former CAAFG and children/minors at risk of 
recruitment enrolled in reintegration programmes 

1,150 2,900 252.2 
# of guidance notes 
in place for CAAC: 2 

  

CCC 8: Impact of landmines addressed 

# children reached with Mine Risk Education 
40,000 98,800 247 

# of trainings held: 
10 

  

 


