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Somalia Monthly SitRep #11 

Reporting period: November 2013 
 
 

 
A girl at the Koranic school Daar AL Quar’aan receives her vaccine during UNICEFs 

Emergency polio immunization campaign for children ages 0-10 years old in 
Hargeisa, Somaliland, September 18th, 2013. UNICEF/Adriane Ohanesian 

 

HIGHLIGHTS:  
 
- On 10 November, a tripartite agreement on the return of Somali refugees was signed in Nairobi by the 
Government of Kenya, the Somali Federal Government of Somalia and UNHCR.  
- The caseload of Polio cases has gone up from 180 in October to 183 at the end of November: Banadir 
(69), Lower Shabelle (34), Bay (21), Lower Juba (22), Middle Shabelle (18), Middle Juba (5), Hiran (7), Gedo 
(3), Galgadud (2), and Bakool (2). The total caseload as per end of November was 183. No cases were 
reported in Puntland in November. 
- Severe flooding in Jowhar, Beletweyne and Mahaday districts in Middle Shabelle in the Central South 
Zone affected over 66,000 persons.  
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Humanitarian Situation1 
 On 10 November 2013, Puntland was hit by a tropical cyclone, followed by very heavy rains and flash 

floods. The ccyclone storms and heavy rains hit three regions: Eyl, Dangoroyoand and Benderbelle, 
and caused loss of human lives and destruction of assets including livestock and destruction of 
numerous settlements. Severe flooding in Jowhar and Mahaday districts in Middle Shabelle in the 
Central South Somalia affected over 66,000 persons and displaced 11,000 families. Following the 
floods, an education needs assessment was conducted by several organizations. The Education Cluster 
and UNICEF coordinated to prepare a joint response to ensure the access to education for affected 
children. 

 UNICEF provided 7,000 Households with emergency WASH items including Water purification tablets 
(Aqua tabs), chlorine, water storage containers, shovels, bar soaps and wheelbarrows to storm 
affected people in Nugaal region. Distribution of WASH supplies was complimented with hygiene 
education and water treatment demonstrations to beneficiaries.  Additionally, UNICEF through its 
partners rehabilitated three water supplies systems that were affected by the storm. Furthermore, 
UNICEF distributed safe drinking water to 12 transition camps for ten days, benefitting 11,200 persons 
daily. An additional 46 storm affected water sources including 11 spring wells, nine shallow wells and 
16 bore holes are yet to be repaired. 

 UNICEF provided 13,560 households with essential WASH items such as soap, water purification 
tablets, chlorine and containers for water storage, through its innovative supply hub system in 
collaboration with a local NGO, WOCCA, after the Johwar floods. 

 12 November nearly equalled the annual amount in 2012. The flooding is estimated to have affected 
at least 66,000 persons. Furthermore, floods contaminated water sources, including shallow wells, and 
damaged latrines. 

 On 21 November, FSNAU released the Nutrition Update for the period October-December 2013. 
Somalia continues to have some of the highest malnutrition rates worldwide despite a marked 
decrease from the peak numbers during the famine. “The fall in the food insecure population is the 
result of several successive seasons of average to above average rainfall, low food prices, increased 
livestock prices, increased livestock herd sizes, and sustained humanitarian response. Despite 
improvements in food security, acute malnutrition rates continue to remain very high, especially in 
the South.2”. During the November floods in Somalia, the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
Somalia and Water and Land Information Management (SWALIM) system estimated that rainfall in 
many of the coastal areas on 11 and in El-Waq district (Gedo), emergency water vouchers were 
distributed to 4,800 households, in order to respond to the water scarcity situation. The water 
vouchers enabled families to access 45 litres of clean drinking water per day, for a period of 16 days 
prior to the arrival of the late Deyr rains. 

 
Refugees and IDP Situation 
Over one million Somalis live as refugees in neighboring countries, mostly in Kenya, Ethiopia, Yemen and 
Djibouti. In November, Kenya, Somalia and UNCHR signed a Tripartite Agreement, establishing a legal 
framework and other support for Somali refugees in Kenya who wish to return to Somalia. Furthermore, 
the agreement defines the roles and responsibilities of the three aforementioned parties in accordance 
with international standards for refugees. “At the beginning of November, approximately 4,900 displaced 
people living in the Mohamed Mooge settlement3 will be assisted to relocate to the new site, Digaale, 
where they will have access to improved basic services. Humanitarian partners have started construction 
of temporary houses (made from corrugated iron sheets), sanitation facilities and water storage 
facilities.”4 

                                                      
1 The information in this section is gathered from a number of different sources including OCHA Somalia Humanitarian Bulletin, 
September 2013 and the Food Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit: http://www.fsnau.org/in-focus/food-security-and-nutrition-
outlook-despite-improvements-870000-likely-crisis-and-emergency 
2 FSNAU SOMALIA Post-Gu 2013 Food Security and Nutrition Outlook: August to December 2013 update 
3 Near Hargeisa, in Somaliland.  
4 OCHA Bulletin 
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As mentioned in the previous section on Refugees and IDPs, on 10 November, a tripartite agreement on 
the return of Somali refugees was signed in Nairobi by the Government of Kenya, the Somali Federal 
Government of Somalia and UNHCR. The agreement stipulates a process that “recognizes the voluntary 
nature of the gradual and phased approach to Somali refugee’s returns and underscores the need to put 
in place favourable conditions for their successful repatriation and reintegration.” 
 
Political Situation 
 From 3 to 6 November, a national reconciliation conference for the Jubas was held in Mogadishu. The 

Conference was opened by Prime Minister Shirdon and those present at the closing ceremony 
included President Hassan Sheikh Mohamud and the Ethiopian Foreign Minister Tedros Gebreyesus. 
A peace agreement was signed between representatives of the Interim Jubaland Administration and 
some of the other claimants of the Jubaland presidency as well as militia leaders.  

 In preparation of the Puntland presidential election scheduled for 8 January 2014, the selection 
process for 66 Members of Parliament proceeded. Some of the 22 opposition presidential candidates 
continued their efforts to work together to form a united opposition, including former Prime Minister 
of the Transitional Federal Government in Mogadishu, Abdiweli Mohamed Ali Gaas. 

 On 12 November, the UN Security Council adopted Resolution 2124 by which, among other things, 
extended the mandate of the African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) for one year to 31 October 
2014 and increased AMISOM’s force strength from the current 17,731 to a maximum of 22,126 
uniformed personnel.  

 
PROGRAMME RESPONSE 
 
HEALTH: 
 
Supplementary Immunization Activities (SIAs) 
 Three new polio cases were reported since the end of October. The caseload has gone up to 183 cases: 

Health comments: 183 is the correct caseload as per end of November: Banadir (69), Lower Shabelle 
(34), Bay (21), Lower Juba (22), Middle Shabelle (18), Middle Juba (5), Hiran (7), Gedo (3), Galgadud(2), 
and Bakool (2). 

 283 permanent immunization teams in all zones of Somalia were deployed at major transit points to 
vaccinate children going to and from border countries and inaccessible districts. Facilities providing 
health care and nutrition services, at fixed or outreach sites, will vaccinate all children under-10 visiting 
the identified facilities5 in the 26 inaccessible districts. By the end of November, polio vaccination 
started in three inaccessible districts by vaccinating children in fixed-health facilities instead of through 
house-to-house visits which were not allowed by local power groups opposed to government.   

 
Other Health interventions 
 Health supplies were distributed through the Ministry of Health (MOH) and partners in 12 

coordination points as part of a response plan to cyclone affected communities in Dangoroyo, Eyl and 
Bandarbayla districts. In response to the cyclone, a Health Cluster Response Plan covering the Essential 
Package of Immunization (EPI), nutrition and obstetric care was developed.  Ten mobile teams were 
based in the field by UNICEF (four teams), UNFPA (two teams), IOM (one team) and WHO/MOH (three 
teams) to provide EPI, nutrition and obstetric services to populations affected by the cyclone.   

 From 17 to 20 November National Immunization Days (NIDs) took place. UNICEF, through its partner 
Merlin, supported the emergency response to the measles outbreak (52 cases reported) in Burtinle, 
Nugaal region in Puntland. The emergency response consisted of case management as well as the 
strengthening of routine and outreach EPI services for Puntland.  

                                                      
5 Inaccessible sites were identified by UNICEF and WHO. As immunization through house to house campaigns is not possible in 
inaccessible sites due to security concerns, supplies were provided to health facilities to immunize children at health facility level.  
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 Following a Diarrhoea outbreak reported in Bali-Qasim village, 115 km from Hargeisa, a team 
consisting of Health and WASH experts visited the village to assess the magnitude of the outbreak. The 
mission concluded that there were no major threats, but that the area will continue to be monitored.  
 

Malaria: 
 Malaria case management manuals for tutors and trainees were completed after consultation with 

the National Malaria Control Programme Managers. The manuals will be used by the implementing 
partners, learning institutions as well as the National Malaria Control Programme in the facilitation of 
case management.  

 The final version of the revised malaria Behavioural Change Communication (BCC) was developed by 
UNICEF’s Communication for Development (C4D) Specialist and was shared with the Ministry of 
Health, partners and the National Malaria Control Programme for approval. The BCC strategy will 
guide the BCC activities in the Global Fund Round 10 Phase II activities. 
 

HIV/AIDS: 
 In Baidoa, Central South Zone, a refresher Prevention of Mother to Child Transmission (PMTCT) 

Training for Training of Trainers (TOTs) and Health Workers was conducted from 2 - 8 November.  They 
were trained on up-to-date global guidance and practical applications to adopt in their work in order 
to improve PMTCT services. 

 HIV training for implementing partners in Puntland and Somaliland was conducted. The training aimed 
to build the capacity of eight recently contracted local NGOs to address HIV related stigma and 
mobilize communities. 

 In Baidoa, Central South Zone, Procurement, Supply, Management (PSM) Training was conducted 
between 12-14 November. It was conducted for 21 implementing partners and pharmaceutical/supply 
managers from various health facilities in Central South Zone, who offer HIV, Malaria and Tuberculosis 
services. Participants acquired knowledge on pharmaceutical best practices allowing them to manage 
supplies and be able to implement PULL6 logistics thus reducing wastage and overstocking.  

 
NUTRITION:  
 Cumulatively, the Cluster has reached 183,880 Severely Acute Malnourished (SAM) children (aged 6 -

59 months) with treatment and basic nutrition services from January to end of November  (Central 
Zone: 14,792; South Zone: 150,239, North East Zone (NEZ); 5,274; North West Zone (NWZ) 13,575). 
Overall the malnutrition treatment burden is generally in Central South Zone (CSZ) - accounting for 
about 89 per cent of the cumulative new admissions. The highest numbers7 of Stabilization Centre 
(SC)/Out-patient Therapeutic Programme (OTP) beneficiaries were recorded in Banadir, followed by 
Bay and Lower Shabelle regions with 42,436, 30,920 and 20,387 SAM children respectively.  

 The nutrition performance indicators for the Somalia SC/OTP programmes to date are as follows: 
cured rate is 86.3 per cent, defaulter rate is 9.5 per cent, Non-Cured rate is 3.5 per cent and death rate 
is 0.7 per cent. At the country level, there is a general decrease in the total new admissions trends 
from January 2013 to date across all regions. Despite high numbers in Banadir and other areas, in 
general, admissions are reducing due to a gradual closure of nutrition programmes across the country 
as humanitarian funding levels have reduced significantly. 

 
WASH:  
 Sanitation related interventions have benefitted approximately 243,709 people through the 

construction and or rehabilitation of 6,317 sanitation facilities. This includes 1,569 latrines desludged, 
as part of ongoing Polio Response activities in Banadir region, benefitting 44,050 people. Additionally, 
in supporting community led approaches towards an Open Defecation Free environment, 186 families 

                                                      
6 PULL = UNICEF wants partners to improve their stick focus, meaning based on the forecast. 
7 Cumulative numbers since January 2013.  
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have been inspired to construct their own latrines with hand washing facilities following the use of 
demonstrations depicting harmful sanitation and hygiene practices. 

 Despite achievements UNICEF and its Implementing partners continue to face challenges. Delivery of 
WASH supplies is often delayed due to road blocks mounted by non-state entities along major roads 
in the South. The delay often leads to extended completion times of activities or facilities hence 
denying beneficiaries the much needed access to the facilities. Insecurity hampers final monitoring 
and inspection of completed projects by UNICEF staff. Gathering of people for mobilization, hygiene 
education and campaigns is highly restricted in areas occupied by non-state entities. In order to 
provide hygiene education, agencies have to start with construction of facilities and only when local 
authorities can see the benefit of the construction, hygiene promotion activities can take place (local 
authorities do not approve hygiene activities to take place first or separately). This is affecting the 
integrated quality WASH programming that is considered more effective in behaviour change, 
especially where facility construction goes alongside community education campaigns. 

 Since January 2013, 332,871 people from vulnerable communities including IDPs, school children, and 
users of health facilities gained access through sustained longer term safe water systems which 
includes the construction and rehabilitation of water supply systems. In addition to the above, an 
estimated 438,503 people have received and/or continue to receive access to emergency safe water 
through temporary water services (mass chlorination, water vouchering, and/or support for 
operations and maintenance of water supplies). Overall, the total number of people gaining access to 
safe water has increased to an estimated 771,374 people by end of November 2013 from 657,619 
people by end of October 2013.  

 For hygiene related activities, approximately 279,300 people have benefitted from Household Water 
Treatment and Safe Storage interventions since January 2013. A further 125,332 people in acute 
watery diarrhea (AWD)/Cholera, Floods and IDP hotspots in Buale, Ceelwaq, Abudwaq, Merka, 
Doolow, Jowhar and Mogadishu have received hygiene kits consisting of Household water treatment 
disinfectants, soap and jerry cans,  through the  network of 10 regional supply hubs spread across 
Central South Somalia. 
 

EDUCATION: 
 Thirty-three schools were badly affected by the cyclone storms in Puntland; 23 of the schools had their 

roofs blown-off, windows and doors broken. In thirty-three schools. UNICEF, as the co-chair of the 
Education in Emergencies Working Group (EiEWG), coordinated the Education in Emergencies (EiE) 
response to ensure continuity for children’s learning. As part of the response, UNICEF provided 
education supplies: 56 ‘School in a Box’ kits8, 4 school tents and 118 plastic sheets. 9,715 children were 
reached through UNICEFs response. 

 The World Teachers’ Day was commemorated in the Central South Zone. The Directorate of Education 
stressed the important role teachers play in ensuring the continuation and the quality of education, 
and called for more support in building teachers’ capacity and in providing remuneration. A training 
opportunity was provided to Education partners, by the Protection Cluster, on mainstreaming 
protection in education programming in Somaliland. 14 partners including the Ministry of Education 
and UNICEF benefitted from training. 
  

CHILD PROTECTION: 
 257 grave violations against children were reported in November. In total 242 boys and nine girls were 

affected (more than one violation can occur against a child, hence the higher number of violations that 
children affected). The majority of the reported violations were forced recruitment (78 per cent) 
followed by abduction (15 per cent). With regards to geographical areas, the majority of the violations 
were reported in Bay (177), followed by Hiran (27) and Banadir (22). 

                                                      
8 The School-in-a-Box Kit contains supplies and materials for a teacher and up to 80 students. The contents of the kit are not 
culturally specific so that they can be used anywhere in the world. The primary objective of the School-in-a-Box is to help re-
establish learning as the first step towards the restoration of normal schooling following an emergency.  
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 The community-based Child Protection Committees and Child Protection Advocates identified and 
resolved various types of violations among 502 children. Violations included children being subjected 
to harmful practices, abandonment, child abuse and domestic violence including corporal 
punishments at home and in schools; children in conflict with law; child labour; and injuries among 
others. 

 575 referrals for specialized services were made. The referred cases included: alternative care; special 
needs for children with disabilities; children rescued from clan militias and street children reunified 
with families; general medical cases; Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting (FGM/C) complications; 
psycho-social support; legal aid; and nutrition support. 

 450 children are undertaking non-formal education. Additionally a ‘Before-School Programme’ has 
been organized to provide extra one-on-one literacy training for those who require extra support. 

 
SOCIAL PROTECTION (CASH/VOUCHER TRANSFERS)  
 The Cash/Voucher Transfer Programme continues to respond to food insecurity needs in the current 

lean season, with a programme that reaches 15,900 households (95,400 individuals) in Central South 
Somalia. Each family receives three rounds of cash transfers or food vouchers, worth US$ 60 to US$ 
80, over a three-month period, prior to the Deyr harvest in early 2014. 

 In some areas the project is underway; in others targeting is still being completed due to setbacks 
related to security. 

 Under the Joint WFP/FAO/UNICEF Resilience Strategy, the social safety nets pillar is beginning to take 
form. Discussions began during workshops on the Doolow Baseline Report for the Resilience Index. 

 Development of the UNICEF Social Protection Vision 2014 - 2018 is underway.  
 
COMMUNICATION FOR DEVELOPMENT (C4D): 
 Risk profiling of Wild Polio Virus (WPV) confirmed cases were analyzed for 96 cases surveyed in Central 

South Zone.   
 The Directorate of Health (DoH) in Central South Zone and UNICEF engaged NGOs to improve 

immunization as part of GAVI9 Health Sector Systems Strengthening. This was done through the 
engagement of two religious organizations, IRLIN (an NGO) in Puntland and the International Horn 
University in Somaliland; together the organizations reached an estimated 234,000 people through 
community religious meetings. 

 The Text for Change project Concept Note, aiming at piloting the use of a mobile phone platform for 
maternal and child health education has been internally reviewed and the project is ready for 
contracting out to Telsom Company. Somaliland is registering pregnant mothers to attend Ante-Natal 
Care (ANC) to enable the sending of text messages reminding mothers of their next Ante-natal Care 
(ANC) visits. A total of 150 women are being targeted for the mother reminder messages. 

 Formative research has been ongoing in sixteen villages in Maroodi-Jeeh, Awdal, Sanaag and Togdheer 
regions in Puntland and Somaliland through two local institutions, namely: Community Centre for 
Research and Training (CCRT) and Taakulo Somaliland Community Organization (TASCO).  Data 
collected from eight villages has been reviewed by the lead consultant who guided the local 
institutions on data organization and submission processes. 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
9 The GAVI Alliance (formerly the ‘Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunisation’) is a public-private global health partnership 
committed to increasing access to immunisation in poor countries. The Alliance brings together developing country, donor 
governments, the World Health Organization, UNICEF and the World Bank. GAVI’s strategy supports its mission to save children’s 
lives and protect people’s health by increasing access to immunisation in poor countries. It contributes to achieving the United 
Nations’ Millennium Development Goals by focusing on performance, outcomes and results. Its partners provide funding for 
vaccines and intellectual resources for care advancement. 
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FUNDING: 
 
Funds Received against Appeal as of 30 November 2013: 

 

*Sector requirements include Cluster coordination costs. 

SUMMARY - CAP BUDGET 

TARGET BY 
SECTOR 

 BUDGETED US$  
FUNDED 
US$ 

AVAILABLE % 
SHORTFALL US$ 
GAPS in % 

Health 36,443,127 14,633,727 40% 
21,809,400  
(60%)  

Nutrition 34,614,728 26,899,860 78% 
7,714,868 
(22%) 

Education 16,479,717 2,532,002 15% 
13,947,715 
(85%) 

WASH 19,333,682 14,333,368 74% 
5,000,314 
(26%) 

Protection 10,497,567 5,196,499 50% 
5,301,068 
(50%) 

Cash Based 
Response 38,381,756 5,946,590.69 15% 

32,435,165 
(85%) 

Total 155,750,577 69,542,048 45% 86,208,529 
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Cumulative results January - November 2013 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

                                                      
10 SPHERE standards. 

NUTRITION  

 

UNICEF  CLUSTER  

Target Progress % Target Progress % 

CCC 4: Community Management of Malnutrition 

# of children under five with Severe Acute Malnutrition 
admitted in Therapeutic Feeding programmes 

 
 
80,000 

 
 
183,880 

 
 
229.9% 

 
 
80,000 

 
 
183,880 

 
 
229.9% 

% of children with SAM under treatment recovered 75%10  158,698 

 
86.3% 

 
75%  158,698 86.3% 

% of nutrition centers stocked out of essential nutrition 
supplies (Ready-to-Use Therapeutic Food, etc.) 

<10% 

 
 
N/A 

 
 
9% <10% 

 
 
N/A 

 
 
9% 
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HEALTH 

 

UNICEF    

Target Progress %       

CCC 2: Campaign and community based interventions 

# of children aged 0-59 months vaccinated against 
polio through campaigns11 

1,900,828 1,892,034 99.5% 

      

 

# of outpatient consultations for children under 5 
600,000 557,607 92.9% 

      

# of children under five treated for diarrhea12 
100,000 84,424 63%     

      

# of children under five treated for pneumonia 
35,000 48,631 138.9% 

      

# of children receiving DPT3 vaccination through 
routine services 

341,008 97,954 28.7% 

      

# of women attending their first Antenatal Care visit 
250,000 179,840 71.9% 

      

# of facilities-based deliveries at Maternal and Child 
Health centres13 

30,000 42,973 143% 

      

 

#  of families receiving two ITNs  825,000 821,169 99,5%       

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
11 During the polio campaign in August the target was revised to 5-10 years children in Central South Zone, the percentages are rather high. 
12 Initial UNICEF targeted was 50,000. This has been revised to 100,000. 
13 The progresses figures have been revised as there were previously reporting errors. 
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WASH  

 

UNICEF CLUSTER 

Target Progress % Target Progress % 

CCC 2: Water supply 

# of people with new, sustained access to safe water 347,000 
  
332,871  

 
96% 

 
1,450,000  

 
799,735 

 
55% 

# of people accessing safe water through temporary 
means including chlorination; operation and 
maintenance; water trucking; vouchers; and 
household water treatment 

422,000 

  
 
438,503  

 
 
104% 

 
 
1,950,397  

 
 
1,200,519 

 
 
62% 

 

# of people with new access to sanitation facilities  
 
171,000  

  
243,709  

 
143% 

 
1,130,00014   

 
399,352 

 
35% 

# of villages declared Open Defecation Free  53 
  
5  

 
9% 

  
 100  

 
3 

 
0% 

 

# of people with means to practice good hygiene and 
household water treatment through water filters or 
purifiers, jerry cans, aqua tabs, etc. 

414,600 

 
 
283,212  

 
 
68% 

 
 
2,662,677  

 
 
634,669 

 
 
24%15  

 

# of children benefitting from WASH facilities in their 
schools 

38,850 
  
20,299  

 
52% 

      

# of people benefitting from WASH facilities in 
health/nutrition centres 

210,000 
  
89,566  

 
43% 

      

 
  

                                                      
14 The targeted beneficiaries’ number for the sanitation indicator has been revised to 1.130 million due to previous miscalculation. 
15 Unlike UNICEF, the cluster figure does not include Household Water Treatment, which instead falls under temporary water interventions. 
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EDUCATION16 

 

UNICEF  CLUSTER17  

Target Progress % Target Progress % 

CCC 2: Quality education opportunities 

# Of primary school-aged children accessing emergency education 
(wherever possible combined with essential health, nutrition, WASH 
services in schools). 

                                 
300,000 
 
 
 

          
 272,687  

 
91%  

 
600,000 

 
576,707 

 
96% 

# of children benefitting from school supplies1 300,000 176,416  59%     

# of Communities Education Committee members trained 9,184 
5,105  56%  

   

# of children participating in Child to Child clubs 47,700 1,956  4 %    

# of children that receive at least one hygiene education session18 300,000 
-    -    

   

# of teachers that receive at least one hygiene19 education session 8,250 
-    -    

   

# of CEC members that receive at least one hygiene education session20 9,038 -    -       

# of teachers receiving training 7,372 385  5     

# of teachers receiving monthly incentives 7,061 
4,471  63  

   

# of regional education Clusters established and supported  24 
7  29  

   

 

# of classrooms rehabilitated  169 47  28       

# of classrooms constructed 89 46  42        

 
 

                                                      
16 Data as of 30 November 2013. 
17 Updates for these figures are only received every 3 month. 
18 The target was set at the beginning of 2013, however, there were no activities under this result.  
19 The target was set at the beginning of 2013, however, there were no activities under this result. 
20 The target was set at the beginning of 2013, however, there were no activities under this result. 


