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Indicators 

 
UNICEF 

 
Sector/Cluster 

UNICEF 2014 
Target 

Cumulative 
2014 results 

(#) 
 

Cluster 2014 
Target 

Cumulative 
2014 results 

(#) 

Health: # of children aged 0-59 months vaccinated against polio 
through campaigns(monthly figure) 

2,216,288 
 
1,075,600 

 
  

Nutrition: # of children under-5 with Severe Acute Malnutrition 
admitted in Therapeutic Feeding programmes 

92,000 31,712 92,000 31,943 

WASH: # of people accessing safe water through temporary means 
including chlorination; operation and maintenance; water trucking; 
vouchers; and household water treatment 

190,000 205,704 1,265,000 262,977 

Education: # of young children and adolescents (girls/boys) enrolled 
in education facilities. 

180,000 
(77,400 girls) 

22,662 577,500 
Not 

available 

Child Protection: # of violations identified and resolved by 
Community-Based Child Protection Committees 

3,500 3,256 250 348 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

Highlights 

 UNICEF will have to suspend essential health services for over 3 million people, 
more than 620,000 of them children under-5 and 279,265 pregnant or lactating 
women, in Central South Somalia due to a lack of funding. Recent outbreaks of 
measles, the imperative of continuing polio immunisations to ensure Somalia 
regains its “polio free” status, as well as the potential worsening of child and 
maternal mortality rates underscore the need to support continued delivery of 
lifesaving health services, immunisations and essential drugs. 
 

 Displacement of people and supply distribution restrictions related to the 
AMISOM military offensive in addition to delayed rains, reduced planting and 
rising food prices are sounding alarms that Somalia could slide back into food 
crisis. 

 

 Funding levels for all UNICEF’s humanitarian programmes are critically low, with 
only 8 per cent of funding required for 2014 received by the end of April. No 
funding has been received for emergency education or cash transfer 
programmes and extremely limited funding for lifesaving health, nutrition and 
WASH programmes is putting the lives of millions of Somali children in jeopardy. 

 

 
 

April 2014 

72,700 
# of people temporarily displaced  
 

203,000 
# acutely malnourished children 

under-5 

857,000 
# of people in humanitarian 
emergency and crisis  
 
(OCHA April 2014) 
 
 

UNICEF Appeal 2014 
 

US$ 155.1 million 
 

8% Funded 

UNICEF’s Response with partners 
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Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs  
Ongoing conflict and blockages to supply routes, as a result of the 
AMISOM military offensive, have led to displacement of 72,700 people 
and affected food security through restricted planting, disrupted markets 
with rising food prices against a background of delayed and poor rainfall. 
UNICEF and partners continue to support children and families in the 
limited areas they are able to access with urgent health, nutrition, water 
and hygiene supplies in addition to child protection for unaccompanied 
and separated children but have been limited by lack of access via road 
and critical funding gaps, with only 8 per cent of UNICEF’s 2014 

humanitarian budget funded. UNICEF’s emergency education programme has received no funding contributing to over 
60,000 children in Central South Zone (CSZ) unable to access emergency education due to closure of 300 schools 
catering to children from IDP and host communities with 1,400 teachers leaving their jobs due to lack of incentives. 
Over 2,300 children have been diagnosed with measles since the beginning of the outbreak in February which is 
extremely concerning given extremely low coverage rates for measles vaccinations in Somalia, especially in newly 
accessible areas where no vaccination campaigns have taken place since 2009. The food security and nutrition 
situation is likely to deteriorate further if movement and trade restrictions persist and inadequate rainfall is 
experienced, further jeopardising the nutrition status of 203,000 acutely malnourished children, including an 
estimated 50,000 with severe acute malnutrition. Security concerns for humanitarian staff remain high. Assassinations 
of two UN staff at Galkayo airport and two parliamentarians in Mogadishu resulted in further restrictions to movement 
and delivery of humanitarian assistance. 
 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination 
The fluid security situation, inadequate funds and the on-going military offensive caused major challenges to 
programme implementation, however, the results achieved by UNICEF and Cluster partners demonstrate the effort 
made to achieve more with less. UNICEF actively participates in the Humanitarian Country Team and the Inter Cluster 
Working Group, which lead strategic and cross-sectoral coordination of humanitarian programmes. UNICEF leads the 
WASH and Nutrition Clusters and co-leads the Education Cluster as well as the Child Protection Working Group. Note 
that where relevant, UNICEF as Cluster lead agency is responsible for information management of the Cluster and for 
sharing overall results achieved by the Cluster collectively. Some inter-cluster assessments of newly accessible areas 
have taken place with more planned once the security situation allows. 

 
Humanitarian Strategy 
UNICEF aims to prevent mortality and morbidity, increase access to services and promote community resilience by 
building community capacity to anticipate and cope with shocks. Eradication of polio is a top priority and efforts will 
be made to immunize all children. UNICEF will provide a package of curative, promotive and preventive nutrition 
interventions, while strengthening the implementation capacity of the Government, partners and communities. Life-
saving and resilience initiatives will be promoted by increasing access to safe water; promoting emergency sanitation; 
extending community-led  total sanitation approaches to flood, drought and disease-prone areas; and maintaining 
immediate response capacity through 10 supply hubs across CSZ. UNICEF supports the release and reintegration of 
children associated with armed groups, monitors and reports on grave violations, while preventing and responding to 
gender-based violence. Furthermore, UNICEF works to improve access, quality and capacity for provision of emergency 
education.  
 
Following the start of the AMISOM offensive in March, UNICEF is ensuring that basic lifesaving interventions take place 
in newly accessible areas whilst maintaining neutrality and ensuring that humanitarian interventions are not 
associated with the offensive. Treatment of malnourished children, vaccinations and provision of basic health care and 
access to safe water, sanitation and hygiene will be prioritised, along with Child Protection monitoring.  
 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response  

HEALTH: UNICEF continues to actively engage in the emergency response to the wild polio virus outbreak with April’s 
quarterly assessment mission indicating that the swift, timely and aggressive response across Somalia had yielded 
good results with no new children diagnosed since December 2013 (a total of 194 cases were identified from July 
2013). Following the military offensive in CSZ, UNICEF is preparing to assist an estimated 40,000 vulnerable pregnant 

                                                           
1 UNOCHA http://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/humanitarian-bulletin-somalia-february-2014-issued-21-march-2014 

 Total 

# of people in humanitarian 
emergency and crisis 

857,0001 

# of people in stress 
 

 

2,000,000 

# of acutely malnourished  
children under age 5 

  
 

203,000 

# of internally displaced people 
 

1,100,000 



women, children and adults in newly accessible areas of Xudur, Wajid, Qoryoley, Burdubo, Bulo-burte and El-Bur with 
urgent humanitarian assistance. CSZ remains the largest known reservoir of unvaccinated children in a single 
geographic area. In all accessible areas in CSZ, as well as in Puntland and Somaliland, UNICEF and partners reached a 
total of 1,195,111 children under-5 in April through sub-national immunization days.  
  
Over 2,300 children have been diagnosed with measles in CSZ and Puntland since February with an increase in the 

number of cases reported in areas with limited accessibility due to activities of anti-Government elements. Only 12 

per cent of children in CSZ are vaccinated against measles as UNICEF partners have only been able to conduct 

routine immunization activities through facilities. It is hoped that UNICEF and partners will be able to vaccinate more 

children for measles and other preventable diseases through routine and campaign immunization in newly 

accessible areas. Given the high rates of malnutrition and the poor healthcare system a large outbreak of measles 

could be fatal for thousands of children. WHO estimates that in a complex emergency like Somalia, 10 per cent of 

children with measles could die while surviving children may be affected by lifelong disabilities. 

UNICEF has only received four per cent of funds required to provide life-saving humanitarian health services to women 
and children in 2014. If critical funding is not urgently made available, UNICEF will not be able to continue supporting 
partners in CSZ, affecting delivery of primary healthcare, immunizations, perinatal care and essential lifesaving drug 
supplies for 3,102,951 people including 620,590 children under-5 and 279,265 pregnant or lactating women. 
 
NUTRITION: UNICEF-supported nutrition centres admitted a total of 31,712 severely malnourished children across 
Somalia in April with 90.8 per cent recovery rates of treated children with severe acute malnutrition. The supply chain 
for nutrition continues to function well with only 7.9 percent of nutrition centres reporting stockouts of essential 
nutrition supplies ensuring continuity in treatment for the majority of severely malnourished children requiring 
therapeutic services. 
 
Preparations for expansion of integrated management of acute malnutrition services in the newly accessible areas of 
Xudur and Burlo Burto districts continued during the month of April with UNICEF engaging local partners to coordinate 
efforts. However, no activities were implemented during April due to road blockages preventing supply distribution. 
Limitations to road access constrained movement of nutrition supplies from Luuq district to Wajid and reduced access 
to outpatient therapeutic programme (OTP) services although UNICEF partners continued screening activities. Another 
partner managed to admit 89 children suffering from severe acute malnutrition for treatment and care through mobile 
OTP services. In Mudug, UNICEF partners continue to provide services through nine sites admitting 159 children 
suffering from severe acute malnutrition during April with a total of 141 discharged and 124 cured. 
 
UNICEF supported consultative processes with Government and partner stakeholders in Garowe and Hargeisa to 
develop joint nutrition and WASH emergency preparedness and response/contingency plans aligned with national 
disaster risk management contingency plans for respective regions of Somalia. The delayed arrival of the Gu rains in 
addition to rising food prices and continued conflict in CSZ could see the fragile food security situation deteriorate 
further. Critical funding shortages already impair UNICEF’s ability to assist the 203,000 acutely malnourished children 
(including 50,000 with severe acute malnutrition) with only 22 per cent of the emergency nutrition programme funded. 
 
WASH:  In April, UNICEF assisted 16,656 people displaced by the ongoing AMISOM offensive in Baidoa and Luuq to 
carry out household water treatment and practice safe hygiene through provision of essential WASH items such as 
soap, water purification tablets and containers for water storage. Gu rains are delayed in some regions (Bari, Nugaal, 
Mudug and Galgadud) leading to a water scarcity situation requiring rapid and flexible funding to tackle the issue and 
avoid a bigger crisis. In some other regions, (Gedo and Middle Shabelle), AWD outbreaks and displacement due to 
flooding/contamination of water sources have begun and partners are undertaking AWD awareness campaigns in 
hotspots and at-risk communities. UNICEF and partners responded to over 90 cases of acute watery diarrhoea 
(AWD)/suspected cholera in CSZ distributing essential WASH supplies in Abduwaq, Mahaday and Shaan and training 
prison officials in Mogadishu prison in safe hygiene practices. An additional 24,600 phone users (equivalent to 246,000 
beneficiaries) have been enrolled in a polio awareness project that uses SMS-based WASH and Health education 
sessions aimed to increase knowledge and change behaviours, as well as social norms around sanitation. The 
significant increase in registration is due to successful negotiation between Oxfam as implementing partner and the 
mobile service provider following a ban on mass phone messaging by anti-Government elements. 
 



Funding remains a significant issue-with only four per cent of WASH emergency programmes funded for 2014. With 
the current trend in utilization, essential WASH emergency supplies (including soap, water purification tablets, chlorine 
and containers for water storage) are estimated to last up to end of June 2014 beyond which access to safe water, 
sanitation and hygiene for 420,000 people will be in jeopardy. 
 
EDUCATION:  Over the past six months, Education Cluster partners have reported over 60,000 children from IDP 
communities including host communities in CSZ have left school due to lack of funding to support schools. Inter-agency 
assessments conducted in April 2014 indicate that nearly 300 schools have closed and 1,400 teachers have left their 
jobs due to lack of incentives. This will be exacerbated by potential food insecurity as predicted by the FEWSNET 
forecast for April to September 2014, as well as further displacement due to the AMISOM military offensive against 
anti-Government elements. It has been difficult to carry out the situation assessment in the regions where the military 
operations are on-going, especially in Xudur and Wajid in Bakool region as the route from Baidoa to Xudur is not 
accessible. The lack of quantitative information on population movements made it difficult for partners to prepare a 
response plan including the preposition of emergency supplies.  
 
UNICEF has not received any funding for emergency education in 2014 making it impossible to respond to ongoing 
emergencies, rebuild learning and keep teachers in schools. It is imperative that humanitarian funding is urgently made 
available to respond to emergencies affecting many regions of CSZ to ensure that children are able to continue 
accessing education. 
 
CASH TRANSFERS AND SOCIAL PROTECTION: In April, UNICEF and partners continued to distribute unconditional cash 
transfers to families in need identified through the community-based targeting approach. In 2013 the Cash Transfer 
Programme was operating on a large scale with 9,194 families receiving a monthly transfer of between US$ 60 and 
US$ 82 (reaching approximately 55,164 individuals). In 2014, cumulatively 36,276 cash transfers have now been 
delivered under this programme, with each family receiving a total of three separate transfers during the lean season. 
There are early indications that the Gu harvest will be late and/or poor in parts of CSZ due to very poor rainfall resulting 
in severe water shortages for animal and human consumption. As a result, the food security status of an estimated 
62,900 families will be severely compromised during the next Deyr lean season. UNICEF has not yet any received any 
of the 2014 appeal of US$ 38,134,370 and is urgently seeking funding to enable distribution of cash to these families 
towards the end of 2014, thereby improving food access for children and women. 
 
CHILD PROTECTION: 72,700 people remain displaced in relation to the ongoing military offensive and attacks by anti-
Government elements in Gedo, Bay, Lower Shabelle, Marka and Mogadishu. UNICEF’s implementing partners are 
providing support for tracing, interim care and reunification of 53 separated children (SC) and 40 unaccompanied 
minors (UAM) registered in April. There are limited services for UAM/SC and gender-based violence survivors in Lower 
Shabelle due to the absence of partners in those areas. Increased numbers of children in the streets of towns with 
displaced persons has been reported by UNICEF partners with UAM/SC at high risk of violation and exploitation. 
Partners report challenges in placing separated children with distant family members for foster or interim care with 
caregivers resisting follow-up given that Somali culture does not consider children in the care of distant relatives as 
separated but rather with their family. Eight UAM in IDP camps (three in Jowhar and five in Galkayo) were provided 
with material assistance. Awareness sessions for 349 children and adult IDPs were held in Mogadishu on prevention 
of family separation and protection of UAM/SC. Eight UAM and four separated children deported from Saudi Arabia 
were identified during screening at the airport; the youngest child identified is 7 months old.  
 
COMMUNICATION FOR DEVELOPMENT (C4D): In April C4D activities focused on immunizations and malaria response 
in line with African Vaccination Week and World Malaria Day launches in all three zones. Pre-campaign social 
mobilization efforts included 1,209 house-to-house (H2H) visits for three days before the implementation days 
alongside public announcements via radio, television and mounted vehicles.  

Cluster Coordination: In response to the early warnings and to prevent the situation from sliding back to emergency, 
Clusters have developed a three-month operational response plan defining immediate requirements. These funds are 
needed to treat children for acute malnutrition; get clean water to drought affected areas; prevent disease outbreaks 
and provide emergency medical care; provide access to emergency education and protection; and get assistance to 
the newly accessible areas in CSZ. Inter-cluster assessments of newly accessible areas as a result of the AMISOM 
offensive are on-going with additional missions planned.  
 



WASH - Access for partners to newly accessible areas is a complex challenge. Despite locations such as Wajid, Xudur 
and Bulo Burto opening up as a result of the AMISOM offensive, roads leading to these cities are blocked by insurgents 
with goods and staff unable to enter. Lack of funding is a key issue as local partners who could intervene in these 
locations cannot access funding to implement WASH activities. In Mogadishu WASH support to several IDP camps 
(grouping around 80,000 people) has already stopped due to the lack of funds with other partners drastically reducing 
or stopping activities. 
Education - The Education Cluster has not received any funding to implement emergency education-focused 
interventions in 2014 (with only some WFP school feeding programmes funded) and the Cluster Coordinator position 
only has funding until June. 
Nutrition - The Cluster will participate in inter-Cluster assessment missions to the newly accessible areas – Bulo 

Burto, Afgooye, Afmadow and Maxaas.  

Supply and Logistics: Access remains challenging in parts of CSZ, primarily due to security concerns. However, rainfall 
did not significantly impede road access for UNICEF destinations in CSZ during this period, although previously 
projected as a potential risk.  
 

Media and External Communication: In April UNICEF disseminated messages on vaccinations for World 
Immunization Week and prevention of malaria on World Malaria Day. UNICEF also participated in the campaign against 
child recruitment – ‘Children Not Soldiers’ – through stories on the website, Facebook and Twitter.  
http://www.unicef.org/somalia/reallives_14517.html   
 

Security: The temporary takeover of Taleh by Somaliland troops at the beginning of the reporting period, was to lead 
to a build-up of tension in the Sool-Sanaag region although there have been no major confrontations. Assassination of 
two UNODC staff at Galkayo Airport is currently being investigated by both the UN and Puntland authorities. In CSZ 
the AMISOM military offensive against anti-Government elements continues with enhanced accessibility in 10 
locations within the AMISOM area of operation. Major military engagements have been limited with anti-Government 
elements using guerrilla ‘hit and run’ tactics against AMISOM/Somali National Armed Forces (SNAF). Bakool region 
together with Merka and Afgoye in Lower Shabelle region remain volatile as operations continue. Although Mogadishu 
area remains both volatile and tense, increased police and NISA activity has generally resulted in reduced terrorist and 
criminal activity. 
 

 Funding 

* 

‘Funds received’ does not include pledges 

UNICEF wishes to express its sincere gratitude to all public and private sector donors for the contributions and pledges 
received; these have made the current response possible. UNICEF would especially like to thank National Committees 
and donors who have contributed unearmarked funding. Unearmarked funding gives UNICEF essential flexibility to 
direct resources to ensure the delivery of life-saving supplies and interventions where they are needed most. UNICEF 
continues to encourage longer-term and predictable funding to be able to strengthen preparedness and resilience 
building. Continued donor support is critical to maintaining and scaling up the response. 

                                                           
2 The total includes a maximum recovery rate of 8%. The actual recovery rate on contributions will be calculated in accordance with UNICEF 
Executive Board Decision 2006/7 dated 9 June 2006. 

Funding Requirements (as defined in 2014 Consolidated Appeal Process) 

Appeal Sector 
 
Requirements 

 
Funds received* 

Funding gap 

  $ % 

Health 44,548,194 2,062,735.62 42,485,458 95% 

Nutrition 31,532,670 7,068,702.40 24,463,968 78% 

WASH 20,099,800 852,204.40 19,247,596 96% 

Education 10,900,940 0 10,900,940 100% 

Child Protection 9,921,432 2,289,561.25 7,631,871 77% 

Cash-based response 38,134,370 0 38,134,370 100% 

Total2 155,137,406 12,273,204 142,864,202 92% 

http://www.unicef.org/somalia/reallives_14517.html


UNICEF Somalia Crisis: www.unicef.org/somalia  

UNICEF Somalia Facebook: www.facebook.com/unicefsomalia  

UNICEF Somalia Appeal: http://www.unicef.org/appeals/somalia.html 

Sikander Khan                 Foroogh Foyouzat  Oscar Butragueno 

Representative      Deputy Representative  Chief of Field Operations 

UNICEF Somalia  UNICEF Somalia   UNICEF Somalia 

 sikhan@unicef.org    ffoyouzat@unicef.org  obutragueno@unicef.org  

  

Who to contact 

for further 

information: 

http://www.unicef.org/
http://www.facebook.com/unicefsomalian
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/somalia.html
mailto:sikhan@unicef.org
mailto:ffoyouzat@unicef.org
mailto:obutragueno@unicef.org


 Annex A SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 

                                                           
3 The UNICEF target was revised from 53 CAP target to 195, following MTR and successful piloting of CLTS in 2012 and 2013. 

 

Cluster Response  UNICEF and IPs  

2014 Target 
Total 
Results 

 2014 Target  Total Results 

HEALTH 

# of children aged 0-59 months vaccinated against polio 
through campaigns 

  
 1,195,111 
(monthly figure) 

 1,075,600 
(monthly figure) 

# of outpatient consultations for children under-5    600,000 214,250 

# of children under five treated for diarrhea   110,000 16,583 

NUTRITION 

# of children under-5 with Severe Acute Malnutrition admitted 
in Therapeutic Feeding programmes  

92,000 31,943 92,000 31,712 

% of children with SAM under treatment recovered  
 

75% 90.8 % 75% 90.8% 

% nutrition centers stocked out of essential nutrition supplies 
(RUTF etc.)  

<10% 7.5% <10% 7.9% 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE 

# of people with new, sustained access to safe water  850,000 144,782 300,000 122,584 

# of people accessing safe water through temporary means 
including chlorination; operation and maintenance; water 
trucking; vouchers; and household water treatment  

1,265,000 262,977 190,000 205,704 

# of people with new access to sanitation facilities  400,000 41,346 123,000 25,276 

# of villages declared Open Defecation Free  250 32 1953 32 

# of people with means to practice good hygiene and 
household water treatment through water filters or purifiers, 
jerry cans, aqua tabs, etc.  

1,500,000 168,124 215,000 29,712 

EDUCATION 

# of young children and adolescents (girls/boys) enrolled in 
education facilities.  

577,500 
(254,100 F) 

Due to the 
lack of 
funding, no 
Cluster 
activities 
have taken 
place 
towards 
these 
indicators 

180,000 
(77,400 F) 

22,662 

# of children (girls/boys) benefitting from teaching and learning 
supplies, including recreational materials  

660,000 
(290,400 F) 

180,000 
(77,400 F) 

47,471 
(20,746 F) 

# of teachers (women/men) receiving training (including 
lifesaving messages, psycho-social support and pedagogical 
support skills) 

13,200 
(5,808 F) 

4,600 
(1,987 F) 

 

# of teachers and head teachers (women/men) receiving 
monthly incentives 

6,600 
(2,904 F) 

2,600 
(1,125 F) 

1,378 
(219 F) 

# of classrooms constructed or rehabilitated with appropriate 
WASH facilities 

300 210 

 
# of safe and protective temporary learning spaces constructed 
with appropriate WASH facilities 

400 500 

CHILD PROTECTION 

# of children accessing child-friendly community centres 15,000 3,761   

# of UASC identified, registered and in family-based care or 
appropriate alternative  

400 604 1,200 510 

# of survivors of GBV assisted  

4,000 legal 
counselling 

1,787 

5,000 734 5,000 
material 

assistance 
4,091 

# of violations identified and resolved by Community-Based 
Child Protection Committees 

250 348 3,500 3,256 

# of referrals made by Community-Based Child Protection 
Committees 

15,000 9,920 2,500 2,586 



 

 

 

# of children and caregivers received psychosocial support and 
care  

10,000 3,894 30,000 1,296 

# of former CAAFAG and children/minors at risk of 
recruitment enrolled in reintegration programmes 

1,600 217 1,600 353 

SOCIAL PROTECTION AND CASH TRANSFERS 

# of unconditional cash transfers or vouchers delivered to 
households, improving their economic access to food and 
non-food commodities and basic services. 

  116,400 36,276 


