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UNICEF RESULTS WITH PARTNERS (EXTRACTS)  
 

UNICEF and 
Partners 

Response 
 

Targets 
2017 

Total 
Results 

2017 

# of at-risk children (incl. UASC) identified through screening 
by outreach teams and child protection support centres* 

10,350 1,803 

# of children aged 6-17 including adolescents participating in 
structured education activities** 

11,850 1,856 

# of frontline workers trained on child protection 
standards/child protection in emergencies*** 

2,725 768 

*Combines results in Turkey, Greece, Bulgaria, the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia, Serbia and Italy 
** Combines results in Greece, Italy, Bulgaria, Serbia and the former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia 
*** Combines results for Bulgaria, Croatia, Germany, Greece, Italy, Serbia and the 
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 

  

 

 

  SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

Highlights 
 

 Between January and March 2017, one in four of the 29,758 refugees and 
migrants entered Europe by sea were children. During the same period of time, 
close to 25,000 children have claimed asylum in Europe, while around 24,600 
remain stranded in Greece and the Balkans. 
 

 So far in 2017, with UNICEF support a total of 1,803 children at risk have been 
identified and supported through outreach activities in Turkey, Greece, Italy, 
Serbia and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, while 1,856 children 
continued accessing regular structured education in Greece, Bulgaria, Serbia 
and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. In addition, UNICEF trained 
768 frontline workers across Europe.  
 
In March, a progressive new law was adopted in Italy to boost support and 
protection for the record number of foreign unaccompanied and separated 
children who arrived in Italy. Yet, more needs to be done to ensure appropriate 
reception conditions, services and information provision in a language that 
children understand not only in Italy, but across Europe. Moreover, children’s 
rights should be protected and their best interests properly assessed when 
enforcing return decisions in a context of returns across Europe.   
 

 
 

 

29,758 
# of arrivals in Europe through Italy, Greece and 
Spain in January-March 2017 
(UNHCR, 6 April 2017) 
 

1 in 4  
Of all arrivals in January-March 2017 are children 
(UNHCR, 10 April 2017) 
 

24,785 
# of child asylum-seekers in Europe between January 
and March 2017 
(Eurostat, 10 April 2017) 
 

24,614 

# of estimated stranded children in Greece, Bulgaria, 
the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Serbia, 
Croatia and Slovenia in February, 2017 
(UNICEF, 7 April 2017) 
 

 

UNICEF Appeal 2017 
US$ 43,452,000 

 

 

Funding 
Gap 54%

Funded 
46%
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 

Between January and March 2017, 29,758 refugees and migrants entered Europe by sea, including 12,327 new arrivals in March. While 
this is three times lower compared to March 2016, there is a steady increase of arrivals from January to March mainly through the Central 
Mediterranean, marked by the improved weather conditions. Overall, children make one in four of all arrivals by sea (16 per cent in Italy 
and more than 27 per cent in Greece)1. During the same period of time, 24,785 refugee and migrant children claimed asylum across 
Europe (one in every three asylum seekers)2, while 24,614 remained stranded in Greece and the rest of the Balkans3. 

March saw the adoption of a very progressive new law (so called Zampa Act) in Italy, which aims to boost support and protection for the 
record number of foreign unaccompanied and separated children (UASC) who arrived through the Central Mediterranean Route. It is the 
first comprehensive act for refugee and migrant UASC in Italy, guaranteeing the principle of non-refoulement and banning returns against 
the child’s best interests; reduced time in first-line reception centres; improved guardianship system and alternative care solutions; 
stronger protection standards in all reception facilities; and recruitment of additional qualified cultural mediators to support 
communication with children at risk.  

Nevertheless, reception conditions, access to services, and information in a language that children understand, remain major challenges 
across Europe. A recent study “Childhood on Hold”, released by UNICEF-Germany, suggests that refugee and migrant children spend too 
much time in refugee reception and accommodation centres with limited implementation of protection standards and access to services. 
They are disadvantaged compared to their German peers, for example in terms of access to health, education, social protection and other 
services. There are also serious inequities among refugee and migrant children themselves, increasingly depending on which federal state 
they have been allocated to, their country of origin, and their legally-confirmed prospects of permanent residence in Germany. Children 
from so-called “safe countries” (such as Western Balkans States) or countries with low asylum recognition rate4 have extremely limited 
access to services. According to the EU’s Fundamental Rights Agency, other EU member states experience similar challenges in responding 
to the needs of refugee and migrant children, leading to psychosocial distress, mental health issues and further exposure to risks of abuse 
and exploitation.5 In Greece, for example, reports of deep levels of distress and frustration among children and their families have been 
multiplying since the beginning of the year. Despite recent improvement in living conditions, some unaccompanied children in shelters 
suffer psychosocial distress, with high levels of anxiety, aggression and demonstrating high risk behaviour such as drugs and prostitution. 

Overall, one year after the EU-Turkey statement, the political situation remains volatile, with increased focus on speedy enforcement of 
returns (especially Afghans) to both countries of origin and first EU countries of arrival, under Dublin regulations. These, however, may 
put children’s rights at stake when taking place without proper best interests determination procedures.  

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 

GREECE 

Child Protection: UNICEF continues supporting child protection services in 11 Child and Family Support Hubs (Blue Dots) in open reception 
facilities on the mainland and in urban sites in Athens, Thessaloniki and Ioannina. Since January 2017, 1,593 children have participated in 
these activities, including 250 children, who joined during the reporting period. In March, UNICEF and partners started working on the 
expansion of family and child support to a new site near Thessaloniki, with a primary focus on mother and baby care, as well as child 
psychosocial support. UNICEF also undertook planning to relocate Blue Dot services from Epirus to other regions, for reasons of efficiency 
and effectiveness, in order to avoid duplication and wastage of resources. As part of this process, UNICEF is currently working with all 
stakeholders on a smooth handover of services, in order to maintain the integrity of the interventions in light of the best interests of the 
children and consistency with previous practices. 

Refugee and migrant families and children in Elefsina, Elliniko, Rafina, Elaionas and Skaramangas continued benefitting from specialised 
psychological and mental health services. Since the beginning of the year, over 200 children (including 67 newly-registered children in 
March) benefitted from these services.  

UNICEF continued supporting capacity-building for frontline workers, reaching 54 new frontline workers with various child protection-
related topics and thus bringing the total since the beginning of the year to 239. A new training on anger-management among young 
people was developed and delivered to a first group of 14 frontline workers. 

UNICEF continues to support two UASC shelters in Athens and Mytilini, Lesvos, currently hosting a total of 42 children (24 in Athens and 
18 in Mytilin). An additional shelter in Athens opened doors in March. After completing construction and conducting compulsory training 
for staff, the shelter is anticipated to receive the first children in early April 2017. UNICEF is also planning to support a fourth UASC shelter 

                                                        
1 UNHCR, http://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/mediterranean/location/5179  
2 Partial data based on Eurostat, 10 April 2017 
3 Including 20,300 in Greece, 2,937 in Serbia and 1,096 in Bulgaria.  
4 According to current law, they may remain in initial reception centres or ‘special accommodation centres’ for an unlimited time until their return/deportation. 
5 http://fra.europa.eu/en/theme/asylum-migration-borders/overviews/march-2017 

https://www.unicef.de/informieren/aktuelles/presse/2017/studie-fluechtlingskinder-in-deutschland/137440
http://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/mediterranean/location/5179
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in Chios and two Safe Zones in reception facilities on the mainland, benefitting up to 30 UASC each. Activities are expected to start in 
April 2017.  

UNICEF continues to provide technical assistance to the 
National Centre for Social Solidarity (EKKA) in managing 
the placement of UASC in shelters, and analysing relevant 
data. In March, EKKA processed 402 referral requests and 
placed 254 UASC in appropriate accommodation. On 30 
March, EKKA, together with UNICEF, held a one-day 
seminar for 40 shelter staff from 19 UASC shelters in Attica 
region, focusing on mental health needs of UASC.  

To address the urgent gap of specialized mental health 
services for UASC, UNICEF engaged with line ministries to 
define possible solutions. Several shelter staff and mental 
health specialists have been identified to support 
immediate response, while a Mental Health rapid 
assessment will be conducted in April to further inform 
government and UNICEF response. 

Education: Since the beginning of 2017, a total of 1,622 
children attended structured non-formal education 
programmes in Greece (in Skaramangas camp, 4 urban 
centres in Athens, 2 urban centres and 1 off-site location in Thessaloniki, 1 urban centre in Ioannina and 2 open sites in Thessaloniki). 
Most recently, non-formal education was expanded to cover Eleonas camp with activities for 25 adolescents from Syria and Afghanistan.  

Child Rights Monitoring: In March, UNICEF’s partnership with the Office of the Greek Deputy Ombudsperson in charge of child rights led 
to the improved coordination and scale-up of activities within the Network for the Rights of Children On the Move, and the compilation 
of the first internal report on the situation of refugee and migrant children (focusing on access to international protection and access to 
formal education). Findings are expected to be made publically available in April.  

UNICEF/REACH-IMPACT partnership on qualitative and quantitative data collection and analysis on refugee and migrant children in urban 
areas and open sites in Greece in March resulted in a first of its kind map, highlighting the numbers, geographical distribution and type 
of accommodation of the child population across the country, as well as a factsheet on children living in squats in Athens. More 
information on children in urban areas, as well as in open sites are expected during the course of April.  

 ITALY 

In March, UNICEF in Italy supported the early identification of children at risk and especially UASC, scale up of support to the improvement 
of reception and protection standards for refugee and migrant UASC in 20 additional reception centres (bringing the total number of 
centres to 25), capacity-building and youth participation.  

As a result of UNICEF-supported interventions in reception and accommodation centres for UASC in Sicily, more than 60 per cent of UASC 
in those centres now receive regular updates on the status of their asylum applications, and a total of 266 UASC from five pilot centres 
have been able to access education activities.  

To further strengthen information sharing and engagement with UASC, UNICEF is currently launching U-report in Italy. It was piloted and 
tested with a small group of children in Sicily in March and is expected to be soon rolled-out more widely. In addition, UNICEF has 
developed and started distributing “Young Pass” to UASC in collaboration with their educators and tutors. This is a first of its kind tool, 
under the form of a small notebook/passport, which allows children to keep on file key information on their journey and situation once 
in Europe.  

Overall, in 2017, a total of 2,593 UASC have been identified and assisted on Italian territory. During the past month, outreach activities 
by mobile teams in Rome and other parts of Italy identified a total of 354 UASC, who have dropped out or have never entered into the 
national child welfare system. As a result of UNICEF-supported activities on rescue boats in partnership with the Italian coastguard, more 
than 1,250 UASC have been identified since the beginning of 2017 at sea, and some 175 refugee and migrant women and girls were 
assisted with hygiene kits and other basic supplies.  

UNICEF strong advocacy in Italy contributed to the adoption of a new law (known as Zampa law), which aims at improving the protection 
of UASC regardless of their migration status. In addition, UNICEF is currently following the approval of the law on citizenship to guarantee 
Italian nationality to the second generation of refugee and migrant children born in Italy. 

Children in Greece participate in an activity aiming to enhance the 
importance of non-discrimination and living together. 
© UNICEF/Greece/2017/A.Kitidi 

 

https://www.unicef.org/ceecis/EKKAdashboard03042017.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/ceecis/Map_RefugeeMigrantChildren_25MAR2017.pdf
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In March, 74 social workers and 21 centre coordinators participated in capacity building workshops and on the job training on various 
child protection related issues, in partnership with the University of Palermo. Since the beginning of the year, a total of 250 frontline 
workers have been trained. In addition, following the end of the scoping mission by the Child Protection Hub for south-eastern Europe, 
the training needs for frontline workers and volunteers from different sectors (security forces, social and education workers, as well as 
voluntary service organisations) in Como and Ventimiglia have been assessed and defined. A training of trainers in those locations is being 
planned for April 2017 with the aim of building common foundation of soft skills and knowledge on key child protection issues.  

In addition, UNICEF is supporting the Ombudsperson of Palermo to increase the guardianship system to foreign UASC and improve the 
selection and training of volunteer guardians. As a result of this joint effort, a total of 60 professionals and 90 volunteer guardians have 
been selected and will be trained by the office of the Ombudsperson of Palermo in the coming months.  The same system is being adopted 
at the regional level with the Ombudsperson of Calabria.   

UNICEF ongoing research project in partnership with REACH-IMPACT in March gathered valuable new evidence on the situation of UASC 
in Ventimiglia (one of the key locations at the border with France, where refugee and migrant children are facing a critical situation). 
Combined with other data collection efforts the overall knowledge of situation of refugee and migrant children on the move through Italy 
is increasing and will inform UNICEF’s advocacy, policy and technical assistance to the Italian government. First rapid assessments and 
following recommendations are expected to be published in April.  

BULGARIA 

In March, a total of 225 children participated in recreational and non-formal education activities in reception and registration centres in 
Sofia. UNICEF is currently establishing a “Blue Dot” in Harmanli (close to the Bulgarian-Turkish border), and activities are expected to 
start in April.  

In addition, UNICEF-supported teams identified and provided legal counselling to 13 refugee and migrant children intercepted by 
Bulgarian police either at borders or within the country. Since the beginning of the year, 33 unaccompanied and separated children in 
detention have been informed about their rights and legal options to seek international protection and family reunification.  

During the reporting period, UNICEF conducted a training on protection of refugee and migrant children for 50 volunteers and frontline 
workers, supporting recreational and non-formal learning activities for children in the reception and registration centers.  

Further, UNICEF has initiated support to the social services and the State Agency for Refugees in identifying modalities to better support 
refugee and migrant children with disabilities. As part of this effort, a taskforce of experts has conducted visits to the reception and 
registration centres and met with parents. Recommendations to address the specific needs of each individual child have been provided 
and some of the children are already benefitting from specialized support services. To further address the needs of the children with 
disabilities, UNICEF is in a process of hiring two part time disability specialists to work with the children in Sofia and Harmanli. 

To respond to the protection gaps related to UASC in Bulgaria, UNHCR and UNICEF have been welcomed by the State Agency for Child 
Protection, the Agency for Social Assistance and the State Agency for the Refugees  to provide technical assistance on the establishment 
of formal Best Interest Determination (BID) process and Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) defining the roles, responsibilities and 
accountabilities of different institutions with regards to the care and protection of refugee and migrant UASC.  

TURKEY6 

Child protection: UNICEF, together with partners conducted a series of outreach and awareness-raising sessions on child labour with 
vulnerable refugees and migrants, particularly Syrian families – an issue of special concern as the agricultural sector, which depends 
largely on migrant workers, mobilizes for the upcoming planting season. Nearly 1,700 people in eight provinces7 were informed about 
the harmful effects of child labour, and extremely vulnerable families were provided with direct financial support and referred to the 
appropriate services for specialized assistance. UNICEF-supported outreach teams identified almost 530 child workers and provided them 
with direct educational and psycho-social support. 

Basic Needs: On the western coast of Turkey, UNICEF-supported outreach teams distributed hygiene kits to vulnerable families in the 
provinces of Izmir and Muğla, benefitting 390 children. 

Health: In March, the Ministry of Health completed the first round of its nationwide vaccination campaign for all refugee and migrant 
children under the age of five. The campaign, which took place between 15 February and 3 March 2017 with technical support from 
UNICEF, aimed to protect children across the country against diphtheria, pertussis, tetanus, poliomyelitis and influenza (via the 
pentavalent vaccine), MMR8 and Hepatitis B. According to national authorities, nearly 300,000 children were screened by outreach teams, 

                                                        
6 More about UNICEF response in Turkey can be found in the Turkey country situation report and the situation report on the Regional 
Refugee and Resilience to the Syrian crisis.  
7 Adana, Şanlıurfa, Gaziantep, İzmir, Ankara, İstanbul, Kayseri, Hatay 
8 Measles, Mumps, Rubella 
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and 38 per cent of them received needed immunization. A total of 114,569 doses of pentavalent, 80,797 doses of MMR and 24,191 doses 
of Hepatitis B vaccines were delivered. A second round of the campaign is scheduled for May 2017, with UNICEF support. 

THE FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA  

Child Protection: UNICEF continues to have operational presence in transit centres in Gevgelija and Tabanovce, while in March 
cooperation with the Red Cross was expanded to establish a child-friendly space in the village of Lojane (close to the border with Serbia), 
where refugee and migrant families transit since the closure of the borders last year. Since the beginning of 2017, 119 children were 
identified and referred to specialized care and services. 

In March, UNICEF organised a training on work with refugee and migrant adolescents for 22 frontline workers, thus adapting to the needs 
in different locations. Following the training, two Youth Centers are planned to be set up - one in Tabanovce and one in Vizbegovo.   

In response to the increasing concerns around the mental health of refugees and migrants, UNICEF has supported the Macedonian 
Chamber of Psychologists in developing a Manual for promotion and improvement of refugees and migrants’ mental health.  

Education: UNICEF continues to support non-formal education activities for refugee and migrant children in the transit centre in Gevgelija 
and the asylum centre Vizbegovo, but due to the decreasing needs, UNICEF-supported activities have adapted accordingly. In the 
reporting period 10 school age children were included in non-formal educational activities. 

Health and nutrition: During the reporting period, 31 beneficiaries (mothers and children) were supported with IYCF-E services within 
the mother and baby corners in Gevgelija and Tabanovce.  

SERBIA 

Child Protection: In March, UNICEF continued supporting child-friendly spaces in Blue Dots in Krnjača, Šid, Bujanovac, Preševo and 
Dimitrovgrad to help identify and refer child protection concerns and provide structured recreational activities, reaching 1,124 children 
since the beginning of 2017. 

During March, UNICEF supported centres for social work to identify, refer and support 410 UASC (in Belgrade, Bujanovac, Preševo, Šid 
and Subotica). While two additional social workers have been placed in Obrenovac (where most UASC from Belgrade city centre are 
currently accommodated), the situation in the centre remains challenging and UNICEF continues to advocate for increased capacity and 
wider access by partners.  

In March, UNICEF started rolling out the implementation of the Minimum Standards for Child Protection in Humanitarian Action on the 
ground, aiming to reach 300 frontline workers by the end of 2017.  

Education: UNICEF-supported Toy Libraries for children from 3 to 6 years of age remain operational in the Bujanovac reception centre 

and Principovac transit centre supporting Early Childhood Education and Care and parents’ participation. At the same time, training for 
adolescents and youth focusing on digital competencies is being implemented in the Šid, Principovac, Adaševci, Bujanovac and Preševo. 
Two education field experts continued providing on-the-job support to education frontline workers in the centres in Preševo, Bujanovac, 
Šid, Adaševci and Principovac. 

As a result of UNICEF advocacy and support to national authorities, in March 80 children (between 7 and 18 years old) have been enrolled 
in 8 primary schools and one secondary school in Belgrade. Another 50 children are currently in the process of enrolment. UNICEF, in 
cooperation with the Center for Education Policy, is providing direct support to the Ministry of Education, Science and Technological 
Development through the capacity building of schools (trainings, mentoring, horizontal learning) and the provision of mini grants, but 
also through the involvement and coordination with other partners to ensure all needed support is provided. In cooperation with UNHCR, 
the International Rescue Committee (IRC), the Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA), Danish Refugee Council (DRC), the 
Refugee Foundation, the Psychosocial Innovation Network (PIN), and the Red Cross additional support is provided in terms of 
transportation, translators and volunteers to support both families and schools.  

Health and Nutrition: UNICEF continues to support Infant and Young Child Feeding in Emergencies (IYCF-E) services tailored to the specific 
needs of children and mothers in different locations. Services include continuous screening of children aged 6-59 months for 
undernutrition, Early Childhood Development activities, referrals to paediatric medical services across the country and support in mother-
and-baby spaces. Currently, UNICEF supports such spaces in Belgrade, Dimitrovgrad, Preševo, Bujanovac and Šid, as well as more recently 
in Adaševci and Principovac. To ensure quality of services, health workers are continuously sensitized on IYCF-E standards and their 
implementation in each respective location.   

Currently, there were no children staying for longer than a few hours at the two main transit zone border crossings (Horgoš and 
Kelebija). UNICEF and partners, however, monitor the situation closely and visiting nurses from two neighboring Primary Health Centres 
are ready to be re-deployed in case of need. 
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In March, UNICEF continued with the provision of emergency supplies of complementary food in a number of locations (Dimitrovgrad, 
Pirot, Šid, Principovac, Preševo and Bujanovac), while close negotiations with new food suppliers in relevant locations have led to the 
increased availability of age-appropriate food for children.  

Basic supplies: In March, a total of 399 children were reached with basic supplies in Preševo, Bujanovac, Šid), Kelebija, Horgoš, and 
Belgrade, while 200 children received education materials as part of non-formal education in Preševo and Bujanovac. This brings the total 
number of children assisted since the beginning of 2017 to 2,046. 

CROATIA 

Pre-school children and elementary school-age children, who arrived in 2017 and are currently accommodated at the Reception Centers 
in Zagreb and Kutina, started attending kindergarten and elementary school, while UNICEF continues to support the provision of 
psychosocial support, play and language learning in Zagreb asylum centre, benefitting 40 to 50 children on daily basis. To support the 
inclusion of refugee and migrant children in the education system, a capacity-building programme has been developed to support local 
and national pre-school and primary school institutions. The programme has been endorsed by the government and was rolled out in 
mid-March.  

 
Based on the lessons learned in the area of nutrition and IYCF during refugee and migrant crisis, UNICEF and partners prepared and 
launched on 14 March 2017, a publication “Breastfeeding and Young Child Feeding in Emergency Situations”, identifying  
recommendations for ensuring adequate nutrition for infants and young children in future emergency situations. The publication is 
written in Croatian language and the English translation will be made available in the coming months.  

SLOVENIA 

In March, UNICEF was appointed a formal member of a working group established by the Slovenian Ministry of Interior with the aim to 

evaluate the pilot project “Accommodation of UASC in Student dormitories Postojna and Nova Gorica”, and supported the development 

of the methodology and evaluation criteria.  

In addition to the previous partnership with the Faculty of Law of Ljubljana, UNICEF is establishing partnership with the Faculty of Social 
work for systemic capacity building of future practitioners through the introduction of child friendly modules into the curricula. 

GERMANY 

On 7-9 March, UNICEF organised a Training of 
Trainers in Berlin to prepare 27 selected expert 
trainers of UNICEF´s German partner organization 
(DGFPI) for the roll-out of trainings of frontline 
workers in 25 UNICEF-supported refugee centres 
across the country (planned between March and 
June 2017). Trainings have already started as per 
UNICEF capacity-building strategy.  

These activities are further strengthened by 
individual coaching, webinars and the set-up of an 
online platform aimed to equip frontline workers 
to fully implement the Minimum Standards in 
their daily work with refugee children and 
parents.  As part of its on-the-job support to the 
25 refugee centers, in March UNICEF conducted 
field visits to Leipzig and Osnabruck to observe the 
implementation of the Minimum Standards and 
identify good practices and further tailor solutions to the local contexts. In addition, UNICEF is currently preparing a ́ Networking Meeting´ 
for 100 coordinators that will take place on 20-21 June 2017 in Berlin. It will launch the ´Partnership System´, allowing coordinators to 
build on each-other’s experience.  

The ´Networking Meeting´ is part of UNICEF’s scale-up strategy (from 25 to 100 refugee centres). An additional 75 centres have been 
identified and are currently under review by the local authorities and pending final approval by the Family Ministry (expected by mid-
April 2017). 

Jannat and Amr are brought by their mother Amira to the primary school in Berlin-
Lankwitz. © UNICEF/UN026365/Ashley Gilbertson/VII Photo 
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UNICEF has also developed early learning materials in German (“ECD cards”), as well as “creativity cards” to support early learning and 
play activities in UNICEF-supported refugee centres across the country. Resources were developed under a partnership with ISSA and in 
close collaboration with Kinderkünste Berlin. 

The first meeting of the working group on monitoring under the new structure of the joint response, led by the Family Ministry and 
UNICEF in Germany, took place on 1 March, leading to the development of a work plan and initial work on the revision of minimum 
protection standard 6 on monitoring and evaluation. Broader consultations involve federal state and municipal authorities, service 
providers and local ombudsperson offices, among others.   

Communications and Advocacy 

In March, UNICEF continued to communicate and advocate for the rights of refugee and migrant children in Europe. The UNHCR, UNICEF 
and IRC Discussion Paper on a Possible Way Forward to Strengthened Policies and Practices for Unaccompanied and Separated Children   
was at the focus of a EU roundtable co-organised by the three organisations together with DG Home and DG Justice. The meeting provided 
a unique opportunity to reflect jointly with key EU institutions, agencies and civil society on how to improve the identification, care 
arrangements, guardianship and best interests’ procedures. EU instruments, including ongoing call for proposals that could help in this 
direction were mentioned, recognising however that Member States play a substantial role in undertaking measures to implement EU 
and national law.  

At the national level, a progressive law on UASC was approved in Italy. Together with other UN agencies and Italian civil society UNICEF 
has advocated for this law and welcomed its approval as a legislative model for other European countries. On the ground in Italy, this 
new law should be followed up with concrete measure to increase capacities and UNICEF is already offering technical assistance to various 
State agencies in charge.  

On the occasion of the one year of the EU-Turkey Statement, UNICEF recognised that although the numbers of people reaching Greece 
through the Eastern Mediterranean reduced, its effects on children in Greece and the Balkans can and should not be neglected. They 
now face greater risks of deportation, detention, exploitation and deprivation, and various reports show how such risks impact also on 
the mental health of refugee and migrant children throughout Europe.  

On 21 March, 2017, the German National Committee for UNICEF published the study “Childhood on hold”, shedding light on the situation 
of children in refugee accommodation centres in Germany and the providing concrete recommendations to address the multiple 
challenges the children face. Following the launch at the hall of the Federal Press Conference building (Bundespressekonferenz) in Berlin, 
the study received extensive national and international media coverage (online, TV, radio, print). More than 289 articles on online editions 
of German media were found and approximately 20 TV reports including reports in prime time news programs of ARD, ZDF and RTL. 

 
SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS - as of 31 March 2017 

SUMMARY OF RESULTS  

UNICEF and Implementing Partners* Response 

Targets 2017 Total Results  
Change since last 

report  

CHILD PROTECTION 

# of children (boys and girls) received psychosocial and other 
community-based child protection support in family support 
hubs, child friendly spaces and mother-baby corners 

Greece 6,000 1,593 252 

Serbia 4,800 1,124 187 

# of frontline workers trained on child protection 
standards/child protection in emergencies 

Austria 500 -  -  

Bulgaria 300 89 50 

Croatia 50 0 0 

Germany 775 50 0 

Greece 500 239 54 

Italy 1,000 250 17 

Serbia 300 0 0 

Slovenia 200 0 0 

The former 
Yugoslav 
Republic of 
Macedonia 

150 140 22 

Turkey 200 0 0 

# of at-risk children (incl. UASC) identified through screening by 
outreach teams and child protection support centres 

Greece 2,000 575 178 

Italy 4,700 2,593 991 

Serbia* 1,000 1,015 333 

https://data2.unhcr.org/ar/documents/download/53109
https://www.unicef.de/informieren/aktuelles/presse/2017/studie-fluechtlingskinder-in-deutschland/137440
http://www.tagesschau.de/inland/unicef-fluechtline-deutschland-101.html
http://www.heute.de/fluechtlingskinder-in-deutschland-unicef-beklagt-kindheit-im-wartezustand-46802178.html
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The former 
Yugoslav 
Republic of 
Macedonia 

150 119 28 

Turkey 2,500 325 273 

# of children provided with legal aid and/or counselling Bulgaria 2,000 50 13 

EDUCATION      

# of children aged 6-17 including adolescents participating in 
structured education activities 

Bulgaria 2,000 225 6 

Greece 5,000 1,314 366 

Serbia 700 Partner not reporting yet 

The former 
Yugoslav 
Republic of 
Macedonia 

4,000 51 10 

# of children receiving school materials Greece 150 1,636 390 

# of children (3-5 years old) benefiting from early childhood 
activities 

Greece 5,000 308 142 

HEALTH AND NUTRITION 

# of infants (under 2) accessed mother and baby care centre 
services, including health services and nutrition services 

Greece 1,000 240 61 

Serbia 1,600 454 113 

# of mothers benefited from infant and young child feeding 
counselling at family support hubs, child friendly spaces and 
mother-baby corners 

Greece 1,000 169 30 

Serbia 1,000 239 51 

WASH and BASIC SUPPLIES 

# of children receiving culturally appropriate non-food items 
Italy 1,000 551 279 

Serbia** 4,800 2,046 399 

# of children receiving basic relief items Turkey 37,500 2,452 390 

Notes 
** Due to the relocation of refugees and migrants within Belgrade to the reception centres, the number of children at risk identified 
and registered in January 2017 is higher than in the previous months.  
*** Results reflect a peak in the distribution of winter clothes in January; the numbers are expected to stabilise in the coming months 
(most of the winter clothes have now been distributed). Another peak in the distribution of summer clothes is expected during a 
spring/summer month. 

 

*UNICEF partners on the ground include: ASAM, Turkish Red Crescent Society, Danish Refugee Council, IMPR Humanitarian and 
Welthungerhilfe in Turkey; the Deputy Ombudsman for Children, the National Center for Social Solidarity (EKKA), Solidarity Now, FAROS, 
Babel, IRC, SOS Village, ILIAKTIDA, IMC, DRC, British Council, ELIX, Apostoli and Finn Church Aid in Greece; la Strada/Open Gate, the Red 
Cross, Macedonian Nurses and Midwives Association (MANM), SOS Village, Save the Children in the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia; DRC, HCIT, SOS Village and Save the Children in Serbia; Society for Psychological Support and Roda in Croatia; Slovenska 
Philantropia, WAHA and PIC in Slovenia; Bulgarian Helsinki Committee and Caritas in Bulgaria; INTERSOS in Italy. 
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Funding Update 

Country 
2017 

Requirements 
Funds 

Received 
Funding gap 

   (US$) (US$) $  % 

Countries with children on the move and children stranded – Eastern Mediterranean   

Western Balkans 6,544,800 2,789,187 3,755,613 57% 

Greece 17,920,000 10,083,002 7,836,998 44% 

Turkey 2,500,000 0 2,500,000 100% 

Countries of destination and additional countries  

Italy 5,165,000 2,082,534 3,082,466 60% 

Germany 3,249,000 1,021,983 2,227,017 69% 

Other countries of destination and planned 
additional countries 

2,396,000 443,950 1,952,050 81% 

Regional and Global Support         

Coordination, Advocacy, Communications, 
Technical support and preparedness* 

5,677,200 3,528,920 2,148,280 38% 

Total  $43,452,000 $19,949,576 $23,502,424 54% 

*Amount includes funds for country allocations     

 

Next SitRep: 13/06/2017 

 

 

 

Tsvetomira Bidart 
Knowledge Management Officer 
Geneva Crisis Coordination Cell  
UNICEF Regional Office for CEE/CIS 
Switzerland 
Tel: +41 22 90 95 536 
Email: tbidart@unicef.org 
 
 

Lucio Melandri 
Manager, Geneva Crisis Coordination 
Cell  
UNICEF Regional Office for CEE/CIS 
Switzerland 
Tel: +41 79 332 5174 
Email:lmelandri@unicef.org 
 
 
 

Afshan Khan 
Special Coordinator 
Regional Director 
UNICEF Regional Office for CEE/CIS 
Switzerland 
Tel: +41 22 90 95 502 
Email: akhan@unicef.org 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 


