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 Situation in Numbers 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Highlights 
 Nepal experienced incessant rainfall beginning 11 August 2017, triggering 

widespread flooding and landslides in 35 of the country’s 75 districts.  
Weather has now improved and water levels have receded in all rivers.  
 

 Monsoon flooding and landslides have so far claimed 131 lives (including 27 
children), injured at least 30 people, affected 301,453 families and displaced  
44,683 families throughout the country particularly in Terai (southern plain 
area bordering India).  Thirty two people have been reported missing.  

 

 A total of 3,727 public infrastructures have been damaged. Security forces, 
road division and local communities are working together to repair 
obstructed roads. 
 

 Approximately 18,744 displaced people have been taking shelter in schools 
and various public places at 95 locations in six affected districts. The 
schools remain closed in these districts, and are scheduled to open on 28 
August.    

 

 UNICEF has reached over 66,405 people from 13,780 families with 
emergency supplies.  
 

 Ministry of Foreign Affairs issued a Note Verbale welcoming assistance 
from friendly governments.   

 
 

 

Date: 18 August 2017  
(official figures from the Government) 

 
Total dead: 131  
 
Total children dead: 27 
 
Missing: 32  
 
Affected districts: 35 
 
Affected families: 301,453 
 
Displaced families: 44,683 
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The sun is out, the water has receded, but has left its mark in this adobe hut in Siswabelhi 
village in Saptari District, showing the extent of the inundation and destruction caused 
by the floodwaters. ©UNICEF Nepal/2017/NShrivastawa 

A boy in a temporary camp in a school in Parsagadi 
Gaupalika Bagwana in Parsa District is delighted to 
receive a Hygiene kit bucket. He said he enjoyed living in 
the school premises and did not want to go back home 
©UNICEF Nepal/2017/MBaral 
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Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs  
 
Nepal had experienced incessant rainfall for three days 
since 11 August 2017.  It caused large-scale inundation in 
the Terai – southern part of the country bordering India – 
and a number of landslides in the Hill areas. Many parts of 
the Terai experienced torrential rain, causing rivers in 
most of the watershed areas (Babai, West Rapti, 
Narayani, Bagmati, Koshi and Kankai) to approach or 
cross the danger level.  A total 35 districts were affected 
by the floods, inundation and landslides. (See map below).  
Weather has improved in these areas and water levels 
have receded in almost all districts.   

 
A total of 131 people including 27 children have been 
reported dead, 30 injured and 32 missing due to floods 
and landslides.  A total of 301,453 families have been 
impacted and 44,683 families have been displaced 
throughout the country, particularly in the Terai.  A total 
of 18,774 displaced people have been taking shelter in 
various schools and public places at 95 locations in six 
districts - Bardiya, Morang, Nawalparasi Parsa, Siraha and 
Sunsari.  There have also been reports of people camping 
in informal settings in Chitwan, Saptari, Rautahat, Bardiya, Banke, Dang and Dhanusha districts, too.  

Hari Prasad Choudhary, 32, with his wife and son, stand behind a 
wooden door which is the only thing standing of their house after the 
flood in Kachanapur, Banke District. Barefooted Hari Prasad has started 
salvaging what is left of his house, mainly wooden doors and window. 
Kachanapur sits on the edge of Rapti River and the village was 
inaccessible for four days after the flood hit as the water was still high 
and the roads closed.  ©UNICEF Nepal/2017/LKC 
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A total of 3,727 public infrastructures have been damaged. Security forces, road division and local communities are 
working together to repair obstructed roads in Banke, Bardiya, Dang and Saptari, Dang District. The airport in 
Biratnagar in the southeast plains of Nepal where UNICEF has its field office, has been cleaned of muddy deposit and 
will reopen on 19 August.  It has been reported that flood waters have also damaged 383 schools, including five 
Madrassas in Banke, Bardiya, Chitwan, Dang, Dhanusha and Saptari District and eight ECD centres in Chitwan.   The 
summer break has been extended by another week and schools are now due to open on 28 August.  As per recent 
report, six health posts have been damaged. 
 
Access to a number of villages in rural areas remain a challenge as bridges and culverts collapsed and roads 
submerged under water. Rescue and relief efforts continue through rural roads, rubber boats and helicopters as well.  
The District Disaster Relief Committees (DDRCs) of the affected districts have been coordinating and providing relief 
including bottled water and ready-to-eat food by boats, rafts and helicopters.  Local authorities/elected bodies are 
said to be taking lead role in the distribution of relief items in a systematic way, especially in Banke, Bardiya, 
Chitwan, Jhapa and Morang districts. 
 

Humanitarian leadership and coordination  
 
A Central Command Post was formed under the Home Minster to coordinate rescue and relief work. Central Natural 
Disaster Relief Committee meeting was called on 12 August to update on the situation and provide directive to the 
respective line agencies to provide immediate relief to the affected people. On 13 August, the Ministry of Home 
Affairs (MOHA) met with Cluster leads (Government) and co-leads (UN agencies and other humanitarian agencies) to 
discuss details of response actions at the National Emergency Operation Centre (NEOC) and appealed to 
humanitarian partners to support the flood response. MOHA directed all 11 Clusters to provide support for 
immediate response in coordination with the Government Cluster lead and District Disaster Relief Committees 
(DDRCs).  To ensure coordinated relief distribution, MOHA has informed donors about the one-door policy and 
requested that aid distribution be made through the existing government mechanisms at central and local levels.   So 
far, MOHA has released NPR 19.5 million (about $200,000) to the DDRCs of affected districts.  The Government has 
decided to support with NPR 200,000 (about $2000) the families of those who died in the landslides and floods. The 
Parliamentary Committee (Finance) has provided directive to government to provide NRS 500,000 (about $5000) per 
family who have lost family members. 
 
National Clusters have been meeting regularly, collecting updates and planning respective responses. The 
Information Management Working Group (IMWG) has met and the Office of the Resident Coordinator is collecting 
and compiling 3Ws (who does what where) from the Clusters for coordinated support. 
 
DDRCs in affected districts have been 
collecting information on the latest situation, 
and it was decided to conduct a more 
comprehensive Initial Rapid Assessment at 
the district level.  Cluster response plan is in 
place and agencies are initiating immediate 
interventions to meet the most urgent needs. 
UNICEF is co-leading the WASH, Education 
and Nutrition Clusters and Child Protection 
Area of Responsibility and is an active 
member of the Health Cluster.  National level 
Clusters for Nutrition, WASH, Protection and 
Food Security, Health, Logistics have been 
meeting regularly.   

 
 

 

 

Mother and children who are taking shelter in Shree Mills Secondary School in 
Rani, Morang District, are safe under a bed net provided by UNICEF . ©UNICEF 
Nepal/2017/SKLama 
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DDRCs meeting are being conducted in the flood- and landslide-affected districts and have been providing support to 

the affected populations in the districts.  Cluster meetings have also been held in Banke, Bara, Bardiya, Chitwan, 

Dhanusha, Kailali, Mahottari Morang, Parsa, Saptari, Sarlahi and Sunsari District.  

 

Initial Rapid Assessment has been initiated Banke, Bardiya, Dang, Dhanusha, Kailali, Jhapa, Morang, Saptari and 
Sunsari District.  
 
Relief and Rescue Committees are functional at the rural/municipality level and relief is being distributed in 

coordination with Ward Chairpersons.  

 

Ministry of Federal Affairs and Local development (MoFALD) has requested Local Governments to establish help 

desks to support the coordinated relief distribution and information sharing. 

   
 

Humanitarian Strategy 

All humanitarian efforts are being coordinated through the HCT. HCT meetings at the operational and the head of 
agency levels are being held regularly to review and coordinate the progress and identify gaps. On 18 August, the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs issued a Note Verbale welcoming assistance from international donors.   

 

Government priorities 
 
The Government has halted search and rescue efforts and is now concentrating on relief and response. The 
Government has emphasized the importance of coordination with the DDRCs in each district for search/rescue and 
life-saving response.  The Government requested the HCT’s support for the immediate response in coordination with 
DDRCs in the affected districts to avoid duplication.  The Government also issued a formal statement to welcome 
foreign assistance for the response.  
 

UNICEF and Partners Response to Date 

UNICEF three field offices are located in the Terai which has been most affected by the current floods, i.e. Biratnagar, 
Bharatpur and Nepalgunj (see UNICEF logo marks in the above map).  All staff stationed there are safe, though some 
staff members' houses have been inundated by flood waters. UNICEF staff in the concerned field offices have been 
actively working with the DDRCs and also supporting the organization of Cluster meetings.  UNICEF Nepal Country 
Office in Kathmandu has been coordinating with the Office of the Resident Coordinator and MOHA to ensure 
continuous situation update and that necessary actions are taken. Based on the need and request from the 
government, UNICEF Nepal Country Office started to distribute its pre-positioned emergency materials (total stock 
enough for 10,000 households) kept in Biratnagar, Bharatpur, Nepalgunj and Kathmandu, and has decided to target 
10,000 more families affected by floods and landslides.  So far, UNICEF has dispatched supplies worth US$194,000.  
These include hygiene kits, water purifiers, buckets, mugs, education and recreation kits, tarpaulins, blankets, child 
kits, adolescent kits, early childhood development kits, school-in-a-box and many more.   

 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH)  
 Three National WASH cluster meetings have been held so far, and WASH cluster meeting have been held in all 

districts. 

 Direction provided for one-door policy response through WASH cluster/WSSDO, use of standard IEC material 
approved by WASH cluster for hygiene promotion and technical manuals for water system rehabilitations. 
These IEC materials have been made available on Google drive for use by agencies. 

 WASH messages are being broadcast three times over Government radio. 

 WASH District Support Agency (DSA) staff have been assigned in 11 highly affected districts to assist in 
coordination and information management.  

 Distribution of materials such as hygiene kits, water purifier, soap as first-hand response has been initiated in 
all districts.  
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 Initial batches of supplies have been moved to the affected districts including 8,557 hygiene kits, 5,404 soap, 
1,193,840 Aqua tablets, 123,360 water flocculants,  and 13,450 water purifier (Piyush), 5,300 buckets, 25 plastic 
rolls, 1,000 mugs, 1,000 jerry cans, 4,315 tarpaulins, through UNICEF and partners. 

Nutrition 
 Support provided for coordination of three national Nutrition cluster meetings and district cluster meetings in 

10 affected districts (Banke, Bardiya, Chitwan, Dang, Dhanusha, Morang, Nawalparasi, Parsa, Rautahat and 
Saptari) that are held together with Health cluster.  

 Seven Nutrition Officers have been deployed to accompany the Government's Rapid Response Team and 
provide support in the districts. 

 Micro Nutrient powder (MNP) integrated with the promotion of appropriate infant and young child feeding for 
children aged 6 to 23 months has been ongoing in seven districts of Bardiya, Kapilvastu, Makwanpur, Morang, 
Parsa, Rupandehi, and Sunsari.   

 Integrated management of acute malnutrition has been ongoing in seven districts, i.e. Bardiya, Dhanusha, 
Kapilvastu, Mahottari, Parsa, Saptari and Sarlahi.  

 UNICEF is supporting the assessment of nutrition status of children through measurement of upper arm 

circumference (MUAC) in 10 highly affected districts in coordination with the District level Support Agencies. 

Preliminary reports ae coming in.  

 UNICEF is coordinating with WFP, Save the Children, SUAAHARA, and World Vision International for 

distribution of super flour in nine most affected districts. UNICEF is providing support to distribute and manage 

super flour in Dhanusha district. 

 UNICEF is providing support to Child Health Division in airing joint statement on breastfeeding promotion, 

protection and prevention message during emergency in the flood-affected districts. 

 UNICEF is providing support to send quick emergency nutrition guide for intervention, guidance note on infant 

and young child feeding during emergency, circular letter of Ministry of Health informing District Health/ Public 

Health Office about the supporting organizations in flood-affected districts. 

 UNICEF is expecting supply of 2,000 cartons of RUTF which will be prioritized for flood-affected districts. 

 
Health 

 National Health cluster meetings ongoing.  

 Five medical teams have been mobilized to highly affected districts, and BPKIHS in Sunsari District, Dhulikhel 
Hospital District in Siraha, Nepalgunj Medical College in Banke District have mobilized medical teams in three 
affected districts, and the Government has requested the Nepal Medical Association and others to send 
medical teams to the affected districts. 

 Government has 60 public health experts on standby for deployment to the field. 

 Four Rapid Response Teams (RRTs) teams have been mobilized (Dhanusha, Banke, Rautahat and Morang). 

 Hotline has been set up by the Ministry of Health so that District Health Offices and health facilities can directly 
report to the hotline and prepare daily reports. 

 The Ministry of Health has instructed hospitals and health facilities to provide free treatment for seven days to 
people from affected areas. 

 Three Help Desks have been set up in three strategic locations in Saptari District to cover the highly affected 
areas, i.e. Kunauli Border, Rampura Malhaniya and Jiri Hatiya. 

 Essential relief materials from UNICEF including medical kits, surgical kits, medical tents, diarrheal kits and 
newborn incentive kits are in stock and have been dispatched to affected areas. 

 8,630 long-lasting insecticide treated (LLIN) bed nets and 3,000 cartons of oral rehydration solution (ORS), 
6,000 posters on Cholera prevention have been dispatched to the affected districts. 

 

Child Protection 
 Three Protection cluster meetings have been held at national level and district meetings have been held in 

20 affected districts led by the Department of Women and Children. 

 5 Ws exercise has been initiated and information collection is continuing.   

 Psychosocial counsellors are on standby in case they need to be mobilized in 14 affected districts. 
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 Protection cluster delivered a total of 2,890 tarpaulins, 2,200 bed nets, 605 blankets, 35 baby kits and 900 
hygiene kits to the affected districts. 2,424 dignity kits and 3,759 baby kits are being distributed in the 
affected areas. 

 Public service announcements on prevention of trafficking, psychosocial support, gender-based violence 
(GBV) and Child Protection will be aired through 64 FM stations in 18 affected district in 4 languages from 
20 August. 

 Standard messages on GBV including trafficking has been developed and will be disseminated soon. 

 Five female-friendly spaces have been established in Bardiya, Kailali, Morang, Sunsari and Siraha District to 
cater to the needs of adolescent girls, pregnant and lactating women.  

 Child-friendly spaces in the affected areas are being established.  

 Two cases of gender-based violence have been reported and necessary support is being provided. 
 

Education 
 UNICEF and Save the Children, together with the Department of Education, activated the Education cluster 

and its contingency plan, and the cluster has met twice.   

 Education cluster meeting decided to mobilize education materials from members’ stock piles (where needed) 
and government will take the responsibility to re-distribute the text books in the affected schools/districts. 

 Department of Education has advised all the District Education Offices (DEOs) of the affected districts to 
coordinate with IRA team to ensure information of damaged schools, follow Education Management 
Information System (EMIS) code to help tracking the reports of damages, and to follow the standard operating 
procedures and District Education Contingency Plan.  

 District Education clusters held meetings in five districts Bara, Banke, Chitwan, Dhanusha  and Mahottari,  

 Flood waters have damaged 383 schools, including five Madrassas in Banke, Bardiya, Chitwan, Dang, Dhanusha 
and Saptari District.  A total of 44 schools in four districts of Banke, Bardiya, Nawalparasi and Parsa are also 
being used as temporary shelters for displaced people.  Eight ECD centres have also been damaged in Chitwan.   
The summer break has been extended by another week and schools are now due to re-open on 28 August.   

Supply and Logistics  

 Logistics cluster has been activated for information collection and coordination among cluster partners and 
with MOHA. 

 UNICEF Nepal Country Office has pre-positioned emergency materials to meet the needs of 10,000 households 
stockpiled in four locations in Biratnagar, Bharatpur, Nepalgunj and Kathmandu, and is targeting an additional 
10,000 households. The supplies include local hygiene kits, water purifiers, buckets, mugs, education and 
recreation kits, tarpaulins, blankets, child kits, adolescent kits, early childhood development kits, school-in-a-
box among others. The office has been distributing these supplies as needed. 

 So far 13,780 households (approximately 66,405 people) have benefitted from UNICEF's emergency supplies. 
These include 470 children and 1,076 pregnant and lactating mothers.   

 The total value of supplies dispatched thus far is US$194,000.  
 

HR Support 
 

 The physical safety and security of all staff in the three field offices in the affected areas have been confirmed.  

 

Communication for Development (C4D) 

 
 UNICEF in coordination with National Health Education Information and Communication Centre (NHEICC) has 

continued to air messages on safety during floods and landslides through 132 radio stations across 69 districts 
and 6 television channels.  These messages have also been translated into local languages in addition to Nepali 
and will start being aired from 19 August. 

 As a preparedness measure, UNICEF had trained around 100 community radio stations on DRR and emergency 
response programming. A plan is being developed with radio stations in affected districts to initiate emergency 
response programming. 
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Media  

 UNICEF Nepal National Ambassador Ani Choying Drolma will be visiting Rautahat, a district badly affected by 
the floods to highlight the plight of the victims.  

 Photographers and writers hired by UNICEF have been documenting the situation of children and women and 
impact of UNICEF's response in the flood-affected districts. The field materials they sent have been used for 
social media posts on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.  Reach and impressions on Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram have been increasing with the varied postings. 

 A human interest story shared with HQ and Geneva has been published on ICON.  

 Additionally, field-based staff have been sending photos of their response and relief work, which have been 
used also for these posts and reports.  

 Chief of Communications is on standby to respond to enquiries from local and international media as well as 
UNICEF National Committees.  
 
 
 

UNICEF Spokespersons 
     
Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Fungma Fudong 
OIC Regional advisor 
Communications, Nepal 
Telephone: +977 9802048256 
Email: ffudong@unicef.org  
 

 

 
Rupa Joshi 
Chief of Communications, Nepal 
Telephone: 977-1552-3200 x1179 / 
9851054140 
E-mail: rjoshi@unicef.org 
 

mailto:lchauvin@unicef.org

