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Funds 
received 
to date:
$3.54M

Carry 
forward:
$6.59M

Funding 
gap:

$14.97M

January – June 2017 
 

268,000 children 
are affected by displacement and protracted 
conflict  

525,000  
people in need 
(HRP 2017) 

 

UNICEF Appeal 2017 
US$ 25.1 million 

UNICEF’s Response with Partners 
 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

* Total results for Nutrition and Health are cumulative; results for other sectors are 
point-in-time measures of coverage. 
**Results for Nutrition and Child Protection cover the period Jan – May only.  

Funding Status 2017* 

2017 Funding 
requirements: 

$25.1M 
 

 
UNICEF 

 
Sector/Cluster 

UNICEF 
Target 

Total 
Results* 

Cluster 
Target 

Total 
 Results* 

Child Protection: Children 

with access to psychosocial 
support** 

127,000 98,509 170,974 125,536 

Education: Children 3-18 

years accessing formal or non-
formal basic education 

45,000 11,799 77,425 50,261 

Health : Children 9-18 

months vaccinated against 
measles 

30,000 11,464   

Nutrition : Children 6-59 
months with SAM admitted 
for treatment** 

12,500 4,562 15,655 5,163 

WASH: People accessing safe 

water for drinking, cooking 
and personal hygiene 

 

75,000 34,233 356,014 321,478 

 

*Funds available includes funding received for the 
current appeal year as well as the carry-forward from 
the previous year. However, carry-forward of 
US$7.05M related to the 2015 floods response is not 
included given the restricted nature of the grant to 
non-HRP areas and non-conflict affected persons.  

Highlights 
UNICEF has continued to address the key humanitarian needs of nearly 

100,000 children in Kachin, Shan and Rakhine States, however on-

going conflict, access limitations and underfunding constrain UNICEF’s 

ability to reach thousands of displaced and conflict-affected people. 

 As of June 2017 over 98,000 conflict-affected children have 

access to psychosocial support through UNICEF and partner’s 

Child Protection programmes across the three states.  

 In northern Rakhine, UNICEF’s WASH programme responded 

to the urgent needs with family hygiene kits for 37,000 children, 

women and men displaced due to military operations in their 

communities. 

 The Education in Emergencies sector, co-led by UNICEF, 

remains the least funded sector for the protracted 

humanitarian crises in Rakhine and Kachin, with a 90 percent 

funding gap. UNICEF is targeting 45,000 IDP students --58 per 

cent of the sector target. 

A child attending a temporary learning space supported by UNICEF in Baw Du Pha IDP camp, 
Rakhine. ©UNICEF Myanmar/2017/Khine Zar Mon 



 

Situation Overview & Humanitarian 

Needs  
Limited access and increased displacement are 

exacerbating the humanitarian situation. UNICEF 

continually advocates for access to affected 

populations and the provision of a robust 

humanitarian response. 

 

In Rakhine State, there are 36 camps for internally 

displaced persons (IDP) sheltering 120,011 

individuals, including 65,000 children. An additional 

90,000 people were displaced in late 2016, including 

approximately 74,000 people who fled to 

Bangladesh. Precise information on movements and 

rumored returns cannot be obtained due to access 

restrictions which compromise the quality of the 

provision of life-saving services. In other areas of 

Rakhine state, humanitarian programmes continue 

for those displaced due to intercommunal conflict in 

2012.  

 

In Kachin State over 88,000 people, including 43,000 

children, are displaced in both government and non-

government controlled areas due to conflict between 

the Myanmar Army and the Kachin Independence 

Army (KIA). Those displaced remain dependent on 

humanitarian aid for the sixth consecutive year.  An 

outbreak of fighting in early 2017 displaced 4,500 

people and in late May/early June. New conflicts 

emerged in Hpakant, Mansi and Tanai townships. 

Civilians have been seeking temporary shelter in churches, monasteries and schools. Both restricted access and limited 

local NGO capacity challenge UNICEF and partners’ ability to respond to the humanitarian needs. 

 

In Shan State nearly 12,000 people, including 5,000 children, are affected by conflict between the Myanmar Army and 

Ethnic Armed Groups (EAGs). The volatile situation led to eight displacements between January and June, in March alone 

approximately 20,000 people fled to China following conflict in northern Shan.  Access has been restricted to IDP camps 

in non-government controlled areas (NGCAs) and only for local organisations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Estimated Affected Population 
(Based on figures from the 2017 Humanitarian Needs Overview,) 

Start of humanitarian response:  June 2011 in Kachin, June 2012 in Rakhine, Oct 2015 in Shan  

 Total Male Female 

Total Affected Population 

 
525,000 250,268 274,732 

Children Affected (Under 18) 

 
268,460 128,861 139,599 

Children Under Five 

 
50,715 24,850 25,865 



Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination 

Through Field Offices in Rakhine, Kachin and Shan, UNICEF works with the Government of Myanmar (GoM), 

international NGOs and civil society organizations to monitor the humanitarian situation, respond to the urgent needs 

of children and their caregivers, and support longer-term development and peacebuilding initiatives.  

 

UNICEF supports work across all key sectors: Nutrition, Health, Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH), Education and 

Child Protection, as well as Social Policy and is the lead for Nutrition, WASH and Education clusters/sectors as well as the 

Child Protection sub-sector. 

 

Humanitarian Strategy 

UNICEF Myanmar participated in the development of the inter-agency 2017 Humanitarian Needs Overview and 

Humanitarian Response Plan, and is committed to ensuring that the critical needs of children and their caregivers are 

addressed as a priority among humanitarian response actors.  UNICEF contributes to service provision for conflict-

affected and displaced children, women and men through a concerted effort to scale up the capacity of the GoM through 

system strengthening, financial support, advocacy, monitoring and evaluation, and capacity building. UNICEF also 

provides technical and financial support to local and international partners for critical programmes in nutrition, health, 

WASH, child protection and education. 

 

UNICEF is engaged with several key government departments, including the Department of Social Welfare (DSW), 

Department of Rural Development (DRD), Department of Public Health (DPH), and Department of Basic Education 

(DBE) for its humanitarian programmes as well as the Relief and Resettlement Department (RRD) for Disaster Risk 

Management. UNICEF maintains supply warehouses in Rakhine, Kachin and Yangon and prepositions additional supplies 

with the GoM, and partner agencies, in additional locations to ensure appropriate preparedness measures for an 

emergency response.  In late 2017, UNICEF with the GoM, will launch a revised edition of the Child-Centred Risk 

Assessment which allows GoM and other stakeholders to classify locations of particular risk to children factoring in 

exposure, vulnerability, hazards and response capacity.   

 
Summary Analysis of Programme Response 

 

Nutrition 

The nutrition target for treatment of Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM)—only being conducted in Rakhine—reached 37 

per cent of the annual target of admissions by 31st May 2017. There are concerns regarding the quality of treatment 

being provided as the length of stay per child, and the non-respondent and defaulter rates are— for some partners and 

for some months—peaking above the internally recommended thresholds. In Kachin, the lack of nutrition partners 

inhibited UNICEF from reaching its targets for micronutrient supplementation of children under 5. At the same time, 

inaccurate beneficiary counting by partners leads to the perception of over-achievement of targets for Infant and Young 

Child Feeding (IYCF) counselling and micronutrient supplementation to Pregnant and Lactating Women (PLW).  The low 

capacity of some nutrition partners, particularly local NGOs, makes it difficult to ensure quality of delivery of nutrition 

emergency interventions. However, UNICEF expects to see improvement in the targets in the next quarter given the 

substantial capacity building work taking place on nutrition interventions in all locations. 

 

Health 

In partnership with a local NGO Health Poverty Action (HPA) and State Public Health Department (SPHD) in Kachin state, 

as well as the Myanmar Health Assistant Association (MHAA) and Rakhine SPHD in Rakhine, UNICEF provides health 

services to conflict-affected people and communities in hard-to-reach areas in nine townships in Kachin and 10 townships 

in Rakhine. During the reporting period, 30,676 children and women in Kachin and Rakhine were provided with access to 

health care services, achieving 88 per cent of the annual target within the first six months of 2017 only. In contrast, only 

38 per cent of the targeted 30,000 children 9 to 18 months were vaccinated against measles from January to June. 

Reasons for this included access constraints in areas of northern Rakhine following the escalation of violence in October 

2016, which has limited health service provision, particularly for immunisations. In Kachin, the frequent and extensive 



fighting between government army and the KIA caused interruptions in health service provision, preventing 

achievements in measles immunisations.  

 

WASH 

In Kachin, UNICEF supports provision of WASH services in 62 IDP camps (nearly 20,800 beneficiaries) through three local 

implementing partners. Thus far in 2017, focus was placed on improving water quality monitoring, running costs of 

WASH services, and advocating for more government involvement in urban IDP camps as well as technical assistance to 

municipalities. UNICEF and the WASH Cluster provided technical trainings and coordination support to partners in water 

safety planning and faecal sludge management in Kachin and Shan states where IDP concentrations raise additional 

concern around environmental sanitation. Furthermore, UNICEF staff worked to strengthen the capacity of local 

implementing partners in monitoring and evaluation and project cycle management. Lack of access in some areas, local 

partners and an overall lack of funding inhibit UNICEF’s ability to support activities beyond the most basic WASH needs 

in Shan.  

 

UNICEF works with four international NGOs reaching 23,313 beneficiaries in the most remote IDP camps in central 

Rakhine. In addition, the UNICEF WASH team led the multi-sector initial rapid assessments (MIRA) in northern Rakhine 

and distributed 5,316 family hygiene kits to over 37,000 children, women and men coupled with hygiene education 

between December 2016 and March 2017. Following Cyclone Mora in June 2017, UNICEF responded with hygiene kits 

and has ongoing activities to improve water and sanitation in cyclone-affected locations. Similar to Kachin, UNICEF and 

partners work to build the capacity of a local Civil Society Organization (CSO) to provide WASH assistance.  

 

Education 

Through partners in Rakhine and Kachin, UNICEF has enabled 11,799 IDP students aged 3-17 to access primary/post-

primary education (10,169 primary students and 1,630 post primary students). In Kachin and northern Shan, UNICEF is 

working closely with the State and Township Education Officers on enrolment of IDP students into government schools. 

UNICEF also supported activities in NGCA through its local partner, Karuna Mission Social Services (KMSS).  Following 

Cyclone Mora, UNICEF extended its coverage to northern Rakhine for provision of essential learning materials and 

“school-in-a-box” kits to cyclone-affected schools with support from the UN Central Emergency Response Fund.   

 

Due primarily to funding constraints, as of the end of June, only 11,735 children accessed formal or non-formal basic 

education – 26 per cent of the annual target.  However it is expected that the on-going student enrolment process, which 

started in early June, will bring the numbers closer to the target by the end of the calendar year.  

 

Child Protection 

UNICEF continued to monitor progress toward the completion of the Joint Action Plan to end use and recruitment of 

children by the GoM Army.  During the reporting period, UNICEF jointly verified 49 children recruited by the GoM Army 

and assisted in their discharge in June 2017.  UNICEF also accelerated its engagement with Ethnic Armed Groups listed 

as persistent perpetrators of use and recruitment of children. As a result, UNICEF elaborated a draft Action Plan with one 

armed group and is awaiting approval from the GoM. 

    

Civilians, including children, continue to be maimed and killed by landmines and explosive remnants of war.  From 

January to June 2017, a total of 80 casualties (15 deaths and 65 injuries) have been reported in Shan and Kachin. Victim 

assistance has been provided to 39 landmine survivors, including 28 children, from January to June 2017.  Mine Risk 

Education in Kachin, Shan as well as Kayin, Kayah and Mon states in the South East of Myanmar has reached 37,000 

people. 

  

In northern Rakhine, UNICEF supported its partner to increase geographic coverage for psychosocial support and case 

management services to children and communities through mobile child-friendly spaces and community networks. 

UNICEF is currently supporting 65 separated children and 18 children in detention with case management services.   

 

 

 



Communications for Development (C4D), Community Engagement & Accountability   
As part of the ‘Faith for Children (F4C)’ initiative, C4D worked with Buddhist, Christian and Muslim leaders in Sittwe 

Township to promote key family practices using booklets that contain messages  that promote religious tolerance and 

peace. The initiative was well received and religious leaders committed to sharing these messages with their respective 

communities. The contents of the booklets were also explained and discussed with 25 selected youth from Sittwe 

Township during a three-day training. The youths are active community members and participate in a project 

implemented by UNICEF and Ratana Metta Organization (RMO). Their commitment, as part of the project and training, 

is to disseminate the knowledge gained to others in their communities.   Additionally, UNICEF developed a video in which 

four religious leaders encourage peace as part of an effort to support the second Panglong Peace Conference. 

 

Supply and Logistics  

UNICEF Myanmar Supply and Logistics Unit manages the prepositioning of stocks in UNICEF warehouses located in 

Yangon, Sittwe and Myitkyina as emergency preparedness. Prepositioned stock are ready to be dispatched to affected 

locations based on need, in the event of a large scale disaster.  The Supply and Logistics Unit also holds multiple Long 

Term Agreements (LTAs) for in-country transportation and for the rapid purchase of tarpaulins, hygiene kits, buckets, 

and other supplies as needed. Together with UNICEF’s Emergency Unit, the Supply and Logistics team conducted the 

warehouse management training of staff from the Relief and Resettlement Department (RRD) in March 2017 and have 

additional trainings planned in the coming months. 

 

Media and External Communication   
The Myanmar Child Alert – Lives On Hold, Making Sure No child Is Left Behind In Myanmar – was launched in May 2017.  

The report focuses on challenges facing children in Myanmar despite moves towards national reconciliation and reform. 

It sought to increase awareness of the international public of how UNICEF is responding in Rakhine; to increase 

international attention on the forgotten conflicts in Kachin, and Shan States; and to support UNICEF’s humanitarian 

fundraising for children affected by conflict in Myanmar. This was the first substantive global UNICEF report on Myanmar 

in many years.  

 

Security  
Overall security in the country remains relatively good with the majority of the country considered to be at minimal risk 

by the UN Department for Safety and Security (UNDSS).  UNDSS notes that in the conflict-affected areas of Kachin, 

Shan and Rakhine states, the conflict level is rated as moderate to UN staff, based on the hazard indicators.  Specific 

threats to UN or INGO staff are uncommon. UNICEF continues to track and monitor clashes in Kachin and Shan states, 

and inter-communal tensions in Rakhine state. Despite the generally safe environment, access to key populations in need 

of humanitarian assistance is severely limited due to ongoing fighting or movement restrictions, which has a major 

impact on UNICEF’s ability to respond to children’s needs. 

 

Funding  
UNICEF Myanmar is significantly underfunded in its humanitarian programmes, particularly in the Education, Health and 

Nutrition sectors where there exist funding gaps of 90 per cent, 80 per cent and 78 per cent, respectively. The significant 

funding shortfalls prevent UNICEF from addressing the scope and scale of needs of children and their caregivers exposed 

to years of conflict in Myanmar.   

 

UNICEF recognises the generosity of the United States Agency for International Development’s Office of U.S. Foreign 

Disaster Assistance and Office of Food for Peace, the United Kingdom’s Department for International Development, the 

Directorate-General for European Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations, and the Ministries of Foreign Affairs 

of Japan and Denmark for their significant contributions to life-saving interventions in Myanmar.   

 

Appeal Sector Requirements 

Funds available Funding gap 

Funds Received Current Year* $ % 

Nutrition 4,300,000 1,127,331 3,172,669 74% 

https://www.unicef.org/publications/index_96027.html


Health 3,000,000 819,021 2,180,979 73% 

WASH 6,450,000 4,203,815 2,246,185 35% 

Education 4,480,000 680,988 3,799,012 85% 

Child Protection 6,875,000 3,301,810 3,573,190 52% 

Cluster Coordination**  See notes below       

Total 25,105,000 10,132,964 14,972,036 60% 

 
* Funds available includes funding received against current appeal as well as carry-forward from the previous year. However, carry-

forward of US$7.05M related to the 2015 floods response is not included given the restricted nature of the grant to non-HRP areas and 

non-conflict affected persons.  

**The 2017 HAC budget originally included a budget request of US$700,000 for cluster coordination purposes. This budget line has been 

reallocated across programme sector lines based on cluster coordination requirements. As such, the budget requirements for Nutrition, 

WASH, Education and Child Protection have increased, but the overall budget request for 2017 has not changed.  

 
UNICEF Myanmar: http://www.unicef.org/myanmar/  

UNICEF Myanmar Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/unicefmyanmar/  

UNICEF Myanmar Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: http://www.unicef.org/appeals/index.html 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Who to contact 
for further 
information: 
 

Bertrand Bainvel 
Representative, UNICEF 
Myanmar Country Office 
Tel: +9512305960 
Email bbainvel@unicef.org 

 

Paul Edwards 
Deputy Representative, UNICEF 
Myanmar Country Office 
Tel: +9512305960 
Email:  pedwards@unicef.org 
 

 

Jane Strachan 
Emergency Specialist, UNICEF 
Myanmar Country Office 
Tel: +9512305960 
Email: jstrachan@unicef.org   

http://www.unicef.org/myanmar/
https://www.facebook.com/unicefmyanmar/
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/index.html


Annex A 
 

SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 
 

      UNICEF and IPs  Cluster Response   

  Location 
Overall 
needs 

2017 
Target 

Total 
Results* 

Change 
since last 

report  
▲▼ 

 2017 
Target  

Total 
Results* 

Change 
since last 

report  
▲▼ 

NUTRITION1                 

# children 6-59 
months with SAM 

admitted for 
treatment 

Rakhine 15,655 12,500 4,562   15,655 5,163   

TOTAL 15,655 12,500 4,562 
  

15,655 5,163 
  

# caregivers of 
children accessing 
IYCF counselling 

Kachin 11,831 2,500 3,313   3,317 3,874   

Rakhine 107,359 10,000 5,473   21,106 5,718   

Shan         692 0   

TOTAL 119,190 12,500 8,786   24,423 9,592   

# children 6-59 
months receiving 

multiple 
micronutrient 

supplementation 

Kachin 11,831 2,500 0          

Rakhine 107,359 17,500 3,336         

TOTAL 119,190 20,000 3,336         

# women that 
receive multiple 
micronutrients 

supplementation 

Kachin 11,831 1,500 3,283         

Rakhine 107,359 8,000 7,002         

TOTAL 119,190 9,500 10,285         

HEALTH2                 

# children 9-18 
months vaccinated 

against measles 

Kachin   4,500 957         

Rakhine   25,000 10,507         

Shan(a)   500 0          

TOTAL   30,000 11,464         

# children and 
women with access 

to health care 
services 

Kachin 86,900 15,000(b) 10,369         

Rakhine 376,590 20,000(b) 20,307         

Shan(a) 10,738 3,000 0          

TOTAL 474,228 38,000 30,676         

WATER, 
SANITATION & 
HYGIENE3 

                

# people accessing 
water for drinking, 

cooking and personal 
hygiene 

Kachin 86,900 30,000 20,800   86,900 71,544   

Rakhine 258,376 35,000 23,313   258,376 242,574   

Shan 10,738 10,000 0    10,738 7,360   

TOTAL 356,014 75,000 44,113   356,014 321,478   

# people with access 
to appropriate 

sanitation 

Kachin  86,900 30,000 19,581 
  

86,900 60,389 

 

Rakhine 258,376 35,000 4,427   258,376 177,948   

Shan 10,738 10,000 0    10,738 6,513   

                                                        
1 Limited number of partners in Kachin, coupled with overall funding constraints in the sector have limited overall achievements to date.   
2 (a) No suitable partners could be found to provide conduct measles immunisations or provide children and women with access to health care services in Shan State 
during the first half of the year. Is it expected that this will continue to be the case until the end of the year. For this reason, the targets for Shan State cannot be met.  
(b) The number of children and women with access to health care services in Rakhine and Kachin states were overachieved due to the extensive reach to affected 
beneficiaries through the Expanded Programme for Immunisation (EPI) as well as effective interpersonal communication for better demand creation. As a result UNICEF 
is very likely to exceed its annual targets for this indicator in both Rakhine and Kachin states. . 
3 Due to limited PCAs, results for UNICEF were below target for access to sanitation in particular. Hygiene results are also underachieved, particularly in Kachin. 
Currently for all three WASH indicators, there are no results for Shan due to lack of access and funding. This may be reviewed at a later stage. 



TOTAL 356,014 75,000 24,008   356,014 244,850   

# people supported 
to adopt appropriate 

hygiene practices 

Kachin 86,900 30,000 12,025   86,900 40,531   

Rakhine 258,376 35,000 46,656   258,376 132,148   

Shan 10,738 10,000 0    10,738 7,851   

TOTAL 356,014 75,000 58,681   345,287 180,530   

CHILD 
PROTECTION4 

                

# children with 
access to 

psychosocial support 

Kachin 62,028 42,000 20,449   62,028 48,698   

Rakhine 101,386 80,000 76,856   101,386 75,634   

Shan 7,560 5,000 1,204   7,560 1,204   

TOTAL 170,974 127,000 98,509   170,974 125,536   

# children accessing 
appropriate case 

management 
services 

Kachin 88,570 300 65         

Rakhine 144,924 500 993         

Shan 10,842 50 0         

TOTAL 244,336 850 1,058         

# children released 
from armed forces 
and armed groups 

      49         

TOTAL     49         

# people with access 
to UXO 

information(a) 

Kachin   67,000 1,688         

Shan   13,000 18,339         

TOTAL   80,000 20,027         

# adolescents 
provided with life 
skills to prevent 
negative coping 
mechanisms(b) 

Kachin   2,000 564         

Rakhine   4,000 8,627         

Shan   500 0         

TOTAL   6,500 9,191         

EDUCATION5                 

# children 3-17 years 
accessing formal or 

non-formal 
education 

Kachin 37,700 11,000 1,403         

Rakhine 100,000 33,000 10,332         

Shan 3,300 1,000 0          

TOTAL 141,000 45,000 11,735         

# targeted children 
continuously 

accessing pre-
primary/primary 

education aligned 
with formal curricula 

Kachin 19,772 7,350 1,149   11,178 7,093   

Rakhine 58,911 22,100 9,020   39,262 34,832 
 

Shan 3,200 675 0    1,280 1,545   

TOTAL 81,883 30,125 10,169   51,720 43,470   

# targeted 
adolescents 

continuously 
accessing post 

primary learning 
opportunities 

Kachin 19,772 3,650 318   9,926 1,252   

Rakhine 35,181 10,900 1,312   14,307 4,857   

Shan 3,200 325 0    1,472 682   

TOTAL 58,153 14,875 1,630   25,705 6,791   

 

 
 

 
 

                                                        
4 Target result is expected to increase in the coming months as Save the Children have increased their coverage in Shan through mobile services. (a) Data represents 
achievements for the first quarter only, second quarter results are being reviewed by GoM. (b) Mobile activities in northern Rakhine have provided greater outreach 
to adolescents than projected. 
5 Due to significant underfunding of the sector, results for Shan could not be met.  


