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Highlights 
 

• The Mozambique Technical Secretariat for Food Security and 

Nutrition (SETSAN) assessment which took place from August to 

September 2016 indicates that 1.4 million people are currently food 

insecure (IPC3), with this number possibly increasing to 2.3 million 

between October and March 2017.  

• Currently, 191,000 children are acutely malnourished in the most 

affected regions of the country. SETSAN assessments predict that 

that more than 210,000 children could be acutely malnourished over 

the next six months.  

• In 2016, UNICEF has reached over 23,960 people with safe water 

through water trucking and point-of-use water treatment in Magude 

district. 

• UNICEF participated in IDP assessments in Manica province, which 

confirmed that there are over 2,300 IDPs living in accommodation 

centres and more than 5,100 IDPs staying with host families.    

• UNICEF is supporting the implementation of a pre-emptive cholera 

vaccine campaign to reach over 193,000 people at risk of cholera in 

Nampula city. 

 

850,000 
Children affected by drought 

 

1,427,000 
People food insecure (IPC Phase 3)  

(SETSAN Sept. 2016) 

 

243,960 
People to be reached by UNICEF 

WASH and Nutrition Interventions 
 

67,920 
Children to be reached by UNICEF  

WASH and Nutrition Interventions 

 
UNICEF HAC Appeal 2016 

US$ 8.8 million 

UNICEF’s Response with partners 
 

 

 

UNICEF 

 

Sector/Cluster 

UNICEF 

Target 

Cumulative 

results (#) 

Cluster 

Target 

Cumulative 

results (#) 

WASH: People provided 

with access to safe water 
120,000 23,960 300,000 217,710 

WASH: People benefitting 

from hygiene promotion 

activities 

120,000 23,960 300,000 105,239 

Nutrition: Children < 5 years 

with SAM admitted to 

nutrition rehabilitation 

treatment programmes 

27,500 6,689* 27,500 6,689* 

Nutrition: Pregnant and 

lactating women reached 

with IYCF 

150,000 0* 150,000 0* 

*UNICEF has not received coverage data for September, however updates will be provided in the 

October version of UNICEF Mozambique’s SitRep.   

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 
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*Funds available includes funding received for the 

current appeal year as well as the carry-forward from 

the previous year. 

 

Carry forward: 
$0.3m

Funds received:
$2.5m

Funding gap:
$6m

2016 Funding Status

Carry forward
Funds received
Funding gap

Funding 
requirements:

$8.8m 



UNICEF MOZAMBIQUE SITUATION REPORT – September 2016                                                                                         

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 

The El Niño drought continues to affect 1.4 million people in Mozambique according to the most recent SETSAN 

(Technical Secretariat for Food Security and Nutrition) report released in September 2016. Although there is a slight 

decrease in the overall number of food insecure people from 1.5 million reported in July to 1.4 million reported in 

September, the report projects that the number of people experiencing food insecurity and nutrition crisis could reach 

2.3 million between October 2016 and March 2017. The assessment is being used to guide revisions to the current 

Strategic Response Plan (SRP) and to make required adjustments in the development of the scenarios within the 

Government’s national contingency plan for the 2016-2017 rainy and cyclone season.  

 

Results from the SETSAN assessment contributed to the government’s decision to extend the Red Alert for the time 

being. UNICEF is conducting complementary assessments on nutrition in the IPC 2-3 level provinces to determine the 

need for increased interventions in Maputo, Cabo Delgado, Nampula, Zambezia and some districts in Sofala province.  

 

The interpretations of the climatic seasonal forecasting by the National Meteorological Institute (INM) for Mozambique 

indicate normal to above normal rainfall for the period October to December 2016 in the south and central provinces 

(Figure 1), and normal to above normal for the period January to March 2017 in Tete, Manica, Sofala and Zambezia 

(Figure 2). However, the northern parts of Nampula and Gaza expect below normal rainfall during the second rainy period 

between January and March 2017.   

 

 

The national interpretation for the hyrological seasonal forecast (Figure 3)  predicts moderate to high risk of localized 

floods between January and March 2017 in some parts of northern provinces of Nampula and Cabo Delgado, central 

provinces of Zambezia, Manica and Sofala, and southern provinces of Inhambane and Maputo.  
 
Cholera 
There have been no outbreaks of cholera reported in the country since last August. However, UNICEF continues to 

support disease surveillance, particularly in at risk districts. In addition, UNICEF is supporting a cholera vaccination 

campaign in Nampula. The first round of the campaign started on 3 September and the second round is expected to start 

on 24 October. Over 212,000 vaccine dosages have been acquired and the campaign is expecting to reach 193,403 people 

with 95 per cent coverage.  

 

Humanitarian leadership and coordination  
The National Institute for Disaster Management (INGC) provides overall leadership and coordination of all humanitarian 

interventions in the country. The INGC is supported by the Technical Council for Disaster Management (CTGC) and the 

Humanitarian Country Team working group (HCT-WG), co-chaired by UNICEF and WFP. The HCT-WG gives direct 

support to the implementation of humanitarian action in the country, including emergency preparedness, response and 

support to the on-going El Niño drought emergency, La Niña preparedness and IDP issues related to political and military 

tensions in the country.  

Figure 3 
Figure 1 

Figure 2 
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Given the complexity of the current drought response, amid increasing political and military tensions and reports of 

pockets of IDPs, the HCT has strengthened its coordination capacity with the deployment of a Humanitarian Affairs 

Officer and an Information Manager (IM) from OCHA. As co-chair of the HCT working group, and cluster lead for 

protection, UNICEF participated in the INGC/IOM led IDP assessment in Manica, using IOM’s displacement tracking 

matrix (DTM) tool. The assessment was carried out in Manica where humanitarian access is difficult and population 

displacement has increased due to on-going political and military tensions and the drought emergency. UNICEF will be 

responding in this area in WASH, Protection and Education to address the unmet needs of the conflict-driven IDPs, 

particularly children. More IDP assessments are being planned for Zambezia and Manica provinces. 

 

Humanitarian Strategy  
UNICEF’s humanitarian strategy to the ongoing crisis was initially centred on WASH and Nutrition as key emergency 

response interventions and to complement government priority interventions. However, UNICEF has expanded its 

Protection and Education emergency interventions to target those children most affected by drought and political and 

military tensions, including children living in IDP camps. UNICEF continues to lead implementation of humanitarian 

strategies for WASH, Nutrition, Protection and Education clusters working with NGOs and the government to improve 

the overall humanitarian response. 

 

Working with the Humanitarian Country Team and the Government UNICEF supports the government’s humanitarian 

action to scale up interventions and preparedness efforts for the 2016-2017 rainy and cyclone season. UNICEF continues 

to engage with relevant ministries and the National Institute for Disaster Management (INGC) in the overall response 

planning and La Niña/seasonal floods and cyclone preparedness. UNICEF continues ongoing work internally and within 

the clusters it leads to take stock of the existing pre-positioning of emergency supplies and will continue to provide 

support to all planned assessments to gather evidence to support on-going response.  

 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 

Nutrition: UNICEF provided technical and financial support to the most recent SETSAN assessment, and to the IPC acute 

malnutrition classification assessment. The results on acute malnutrition show IPC2-3 levels in Sofala and Zambezia and 

IPC4 in Cabo Delgado. A combination of factors, including rainy season and increased political and military tensions 

leading to the disruption to services and access to goods, could lead to over 210,000 children being acutely malnourished 

over the next 6 months.  

 

The overall number of children acutely malnourished in the most drought 

affected districts is expected to reduce from 191,656 estimated in March 2016 

to 62,915 children in the next 6 months. Nutrition indicators reveal some 

improvement compared to previous assessments. However, the situation 

remains alarming and requires sustained emergency nutrition interventions, 

particularly in the IPC 2, 3 and 4 provinces (Figure 4).  

 

UNICEF has introduced Rapid Pro, a widely used electronic platform for data 

collection and reporting via smart phones or tablets, to monitor nutrition 

outcomes in real time at district level. Twelve districts have begun using Rapid 

Pro and have reported that out of 9,966 children screened, 4% (403) were found 

to be malnourished and were referred to treatment.  

 

WASH: An analysis of the overall humanitarian response clearly indicates that 

current WASH response efforts have been seriously constrained by difficult 

access owing to political and military tensions as well as by the considerable 

humanitarian funding gap. Despite prevailing challenges, UNICEF has reached 

23,960 people through the provision of safe drinking water, which is being 

complemented by hygiene promotion activities and the distribution of 

household water storage supplies and water treatment products to ensure safe 

water storage and management at the household level.  

 

The contract for upgrading (including technical design) of existing community water points in Magude district has been 

awarded and the contractor has initiated field work in 13 drought affected communities in Marara, Changara and Cahora 

Bassa districts in Tete province. Technical assessments for similar interventions are being undertaken in Gaza, Manica 

and Sofala provinces.   

 

Tete

Nassa

Gaza

Sofala

Zambezia

Manica

Nampula

Inhambane

Cabo Delgado

Maputo

IPC classification 

projection Oct 

2016 to Feb 2017 

Figure 4 
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Education: UNICEF has worked jointly with the provincial Directorate from Tete to identify schools affected by the 

drought. So far, 211 schools with more than 120,000 children along with 2,938 teachers have been reported as affected 

in six districts. Moreover, 16 schools hosting more than 4,000 students were reported to have been closed earlier this 

year. Of these, 10 have re-opened but six remain closed with more than 300 children affected while 36 teachers were 

reassigned to other schools. Discussions are under way with the Ministry of Education and partners to define the best 

approach or set of interventions to implement in light of this situation. Following the IDP assessment conducted jointly 

by INGC, IOM and UNICEF in Manica province, UNICEF is developing an intervention plan that includes provision of 

education supplies in the IDP camps where children are in the greatest need.  

 

Protection: UNICEF is liaising with IOM to better understand the protection concerns among children in the most 

drought affected areas, and is working to plan interventions to address urgent needs identified during the DTM 

assessment conducted in Manhica province. The interventions will include the establishment of child friendly spaces for 

provision of psycho-social support and recreation, the establishment of a referral mechanism for cases of abuse and 

violence in the IDP camps and preparedness activities for flood displaced populations.    

 

To strengthen sub-national work on coordination and response in the area of protection, meetings were also held in 

Zambezia with the provincial Department of Gender, Children and Social Action and tools were shared with active 

organisations to commence information collection through community committees and facilitate referral and response.  

 

Maternal and Child Health: UNICEF participated in the development of the Government’s national contingency plan 

where a strong focus was placed on La Niña and flooding, cyclone preparedness, disease surveillance (including 

cholera) and pre-positioning of key health emergency supplies. UNICEF is supporting the government and working 

with WHO and local partners to ensure smooth implementation of the oral cholera vaccination campaign. UNICEF’s 

Supply Division has procured 425,486 doses of cholera vaccine, which arrived in country and is now being shipped by 

UNICEF to the target areas. In addition to providing support on social mobilization, discussions have started with 

UNICEF Malawi to implement a joint cross border initiative on cholera prevention.  

 

Communications for Development (C4D)  
UNICEF continues to provide communication and media support to the UN HCT-supported interventions to the drought 

emergency response. This includes targeting communities with behaviour change messages through multimedia mobile 

units and radio messages in the communities of Chokwe, Chibuto, Chicualacuala and Mabalane districts in Gaza province 

and in Changara, Marara and Mutarara districts, in Tete province. The messaging covers infant and young child feeding 

and water, sanitation and hygiene. During the last quarter of the year, multimedia mobile unit activities will be 

implemented in priority districts of Manica province where the IDP situation is critical.  

 

In addition, a multi-sector team composed of staff from the Ministry of Health (MoH), WHO and UNICEF provided 

technical assistance to provincial health authorities in Nampula to support the cholera vaccination campaign strategy in 

the five selected neighborhoods taking place between 3-9 October (1st dose) and 24-30 October (2nd dose), aimed at 

reaching 200,000 people at risk of cholera. Support from UNICEF included 15 megaphones and 10,000 IEC leaflets and 

translation and adaptation of the “The story of cholera” animated video produced  by the Global Health Media Project in 

collaboration with Yuni Goodman (https://youtu.be/OvA2QyTiPag), which will be used by the MoH to support the 

campaign. 

 

Supply and Logistics  
UNICEF has distributed its supplies between its two major warehouses located in the central (Beira) and south (Maputo) 

parts of the country. An updated stock-taking was conducted and included in the Government’s national contingency 

plan to reflect UNICEF’s support to the national contingency plan. Projections of needs and supply orders by programme 

sections are underway to ensure assessed supply needs and gaps are met where funding permits. Challenges to logistics 

and supply are anticipate during the months of November 2016 to March 2017 with the onset of the rainy season. 

 

Funding 
UNICEF Mozambique Funding Requirements 2016 

Appeal Sector 
Requirements Funds Received* Funding gap 

$ % 

WASH $4,800,000 $994,550* $3,805,450 79% 

Nutrition $4,000,000 $1,765,295 $2,234,705 56 % 

Total $8,800,000 $2,759,845 $6,040,155 69% 
*Funds available include funding received against the current appeal as well as carry-forward funds ($270,575) from the previous year which have been included in 

the WASH Funds Received column.  
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Next SitRep: 31 October 2016 
 

UNICEF Mozambique: http://www.unicef.org.mz/  

UNICEF Mozambique: http://www.facebook.com/unicef.mozambique 

UNICEF Mozambique: http://www.twitter.com/UNICEF_Moz 

UNICEF Mozambique: http://www.youtube.com/UnicefMozambique 

 

 

 

 
 
SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 

*UNICEF has not received coverage data for September, however updates will be provided in the October version of UNICEF Mozambique’s SitRep.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 Cluster Response  UNICEF and IPs  

 2016 Target Total Results 
 2016 

Target  
Total 

Results 

Nutrition      

Children < 5 years with SAM admitted to nutrition rehabilitation treatment 

programmes 
27,500 6,689* 27,500 6,689* 

Pregnant and lactating women reached with IYFC services 150,000 0* 150,000 0* 

WASH     

People provided with access to safe water (7.5-15L per person per day) 
300,000 217,710 120,000 23,960 

People benefitting from hygiene promotion activities including point-of-use 

water treatment safe practices  
300,000 105,239 120,000 23,960 

Who to 

contact for 

further 

information: 

Marcoluigi Corsi 

Representative, 

Mozambique 

Tel: +258 21 48 11 11 

Mobile: +258 82 305 1900  

Email: mcorsi@unicef.org  

 

 

Michel Le Pechoux  

Deputy Representative 

Mozambique 

Tel: +258 21 48 11 04 

Mobile : +258 82 314 8100 

Email: mlepechoux@unicef.org 

 

Tito Bonde 

Emergency/DRR Specialist, 

Mozambique 

Tel: +258 21 481 150 

Mobile: +258 82 333 9250 

Email: tbonde@unicef.org 

 


