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HEADLINES 

 Seven children associated with armed groups that were detained during combat operations in 

northern Mali were released and handed over to UNICEF and the Malian government agency in 

charge of Child Protection (DNPEF). The children were taken to a temporary shelter where they are 

being assisted and protected.  

 Some schools have begun to reopen in the regions of Gao, Mopti and Timbuktu. UNICEF is 

working with the Ministry of Education to help facilitate the return of government educational 

authorities (including teachers) to these conflict-affected areas.  

 Sexual violence and the threat of forced marriage are among the causes for Malian women to flee 

their homes. UNICEF is providing training on the prevention of gender-based violence. So far 51 

people – crisis committee members, local authorities and NGO workers – have been trained.  

 A measles outbreak in northern Mali continues to affect people in Gao and Kidal. Preliminary data 

suggests that most of those infected are over 5 years of age.  

 Additional WASH actors are needed in the run-up to the cholera season, expected to start in 

June. A recent mapping exercise shows an absence of operational partners in large parts of the 

country that are at risk of cholera outbreaks. 

 In Bamako, Ségou and Koulikoro UNICEF and government partners organized three workshops 

on the SMART nutrition survey conducted in the past two years, with the aim of disseminating 

information on the methods and results of the SMART.   

 To respond to critical humanitarian needs in Mali, UNICEF requires US $81.9 million. Only 20 per 
cent of funding has been received, which means an additional $68.5 million is needed to provide 
life-saving assistance, education support and other aid to the people of Mali.  
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SITUATION AND HUMANITARIAN NEEDS 

 

 In the past month the situation in Mali has remained stable but tense. There have been violent clashes in 
the north and security remains of concern throughout the country.  

 For the first time since the start of the conflict, a suicide attack took place in Timbuktu on 21 March, killing 
one Malian soldier and injuring six others. French troops responded with ground and air troops, killing ten 
fighters. The French government, which has some 4,000 troops in northern Mali, had said it intends on 
pulling troops out of Mali in April (Reuters). Clashes also took place on in Gao and in Mopti.  

 Access remains limited in the north, though UN personnel have completed missions to Gao and Timbuktu. 
Commercial bus services from Bamako to Gao resumed in late February.  

 UNHCR reports still seeing large numbers of internally displaced persons (IDPs), many of whom are afraid 
to return home due to the fear of reprisal attacks, the presence of unexploded ordnances and overall 
insecurity. See http://www.unhcr.org/51308e7f6.html for more information.  

 Assessments by UNICEF partner Solidarités International carried out 9 – 10 March in Kidal highlighted 
3,500 IDPs in Talhandak and nearly 4,000 in Tinzawaten. The population left their villages to flee combat 
zones and/or for fear of retaliation. The IDPs have acute humanitarian needs including health, water, 
hygiene, food and shelter.  

 Communities continue to host IDPs, though their presence is putting a strain on some sectors, including 
education. Some 3,000 IDP children are reportedly enrolled in schools in Mopti, Sevare and environs.  
There are reports that some over-crowded classrooms are hosting up to 180 students (AFP). 

 To date, 209 schools in the regions of Timbuktu and Gao (69 and 140 schools respectively) have reopened, 
providing access to education to over 48,000 students with support from 969 teachers. The Education 
cluster is currently working on the development of a rapid assessment methodology, which could be used 
across the board for cluster partners in the north of Mali.  

 
Mali: Situation at a Glance 

Total population (census 2009) 14,528,662 

Children under 18
 1  

7,453,080 

Children Under Five 3,114,000 

Children Under Five with Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM)
2 

210,000 

Children Under Five with Moderate Acute Malnutrition (MAM)
2 

450,000 

Internally Displaced Population in Mali as of 25 March 2013
3
 282,548 

New Internally Displaced People in south Mali as of 10 Feb. 2013
 3
 15,973 

Refugees in Neighbouring countries
 4 

177,637 

Number of Separated/ Unaccompanied Children registered Dec 2012- 
Feb 2013 (verification pending) 

5
 

1,572 
(Of which 142 non-accompanied) 

Number of mine/ UXO victims 2012-2013 
6
 65 

Children 2010 (proportion of total population); 
2
Cluster Nutrition, June 2012 – CAP, based upon data from the June 2011 SMART 

survey; 
3
Population Movement Commission estimates. 

4 
UNHCR, 22 March 

5
 This information is being verified and may contain up to 

20% of children included twice in the data due to overlap between different partners’ data. 
6
 34 child victims including 3 child deaths; 

8 victims in 2013. UNICEF database to be harmonised with the UNMAS database being established in Mali. 

 
INTER-AGENCY COLLABORATION   

 Since the start of 2012, UNICEF in Mali has had partnership agreements with 42 organisations, amounting 
to a total value of $21.9 million provided for humanitarian action. UNICEF also works with government 
institutions to finance activities and supplies. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNICEF Partner NGOs 

AAA, ACF-E, ACOD, ACTED, Action Mopti, ADDA, Aidmet, Aga Khan, AlphaLog, Alima Nord, Alima-AMCP, 
AMPDR, ASDAP, AVSF, CARE (2), ENDA/BNCE, FENASCOM, Groupe Pivot Santé, Guamina, Handicap 
International, IRC, Jigl, MDM-B, MDM-F, MSF-F, Oxfam-GB, Plan, PROTOS, RECOTRADE, Red Cross France (2), 
Right to Play, Ranfor, Save the Children, Solidarités International, SNV, Stop Sahel, Tagne, Terre des Hommes, 
URTEL, Ya-G-Tu.  

http://www.unhcr.org/51308e7f6.html
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CONFLICT RESPONSE AND RECOVERY
1
   

Sector Indicator 

UNICEF & operational partners Sector / Cluster 

UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

% of 
Target 

Achieved 

Cluster 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

% of 
Target 

Achieved 

WASH 

Number of people who 
received temporary 
access to potable 
chlorinated water of 
sufficient quantity 

1,549,672 168,696 10.9% 2,000,000 
 

193,855 
 

9.6% 

Number of people who 
received access to an 
improved potable water 
source  

136,000 16,400 12.1% 250,000 32,117 12.8% 

Number of households 
received a hygiene kit 
& a community hygiene 
awareness session (in 
conflict affected areas) 

200,000 7,154 3.2% 200,000 26,999 13.4% 

Health / nutrition 
centres received 
WASH interventions 
(latrines / safe water/ 
chlorine products / 
hygiene promotion)

1
 

110 11 10% 200 22 11% 

UNICEF Operational Partners: ACF-E, ACTED, CARE, Handicap International, IRC, MDM-B, Oxfam-GB, Solidarités 
International. 

1
 Also supporting response to the Sahel Nutrition Crisis. 

Health 

Number of people 
benefitting from Inter-
Agency Health Kits 
(IEHK) 

390,000 165,000 42%  

UNICEF Operational Partners: ALIMA, MDM-B, MDM-F. Integrated immunisation campaigns planned for northern 
regions in April and September. 

Child 
Protection 

Number of people 
reached by community 
level Mine Risk 
Education activities 

 
To be 

defined 

 
29,062  

 
Data not 
Available 

 
To be 

defined 

 
29,062  

 
Data not 
Available 

Number of personnel 
trained to conduct Mine 
Risk Education 
activities

 

To be 
defined 

188 
Data not 
Available 

To be 
defined 

188 
To be 

defined 

Number of children 
released from armed 
groups provided with 
care / support 

No Target 7 
Data not 
Available 

No Target 7 
Data not 
Available 

UNICEF Operational Partners: AMSOPT, ENDA/BNCE, Handicap International, IRC, Sini Sanuman, Tagne, Caritas, 
IOM, UNMAS 

Education 

IDP children in host 
schools/ conflict or 
flood affected children 
benefitting from 
Education Supplies 

403,800 17,676 4.3% 754,724
 

34,342  4.5 % 

Teachers trained to 
provide psychosocial 
support to students

1
 

6,880 1,157 17% 12,578 1,640 13% 

                                                             
1
  Nutrition data for conflict response is included in the nutrition response indicator table as part of overall 

nutrition data for the time being. 
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Sector Indicator 

UNICEF & operational partners Sector / Cluster 

UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

% of 
Target 

Achieved 

Cluster 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

% of 
Target 

Achieved 

Temporary learning 
spaces installed 

200 10 5% 600 20 3% 

Early childhood 
development centres 
installed 

350 18 5% 350 18 5% 

UNICEF Operational Partners: IRC, Aga Khan, Other partners operational but not under a humanitarian PCA with UNICEF include: 
Save the Children, Plan International, World Education, Guamina, STOP SAHEL, Fandeema, Omaes, Promavi, Right to Play. 

1 
The 

target for training on psychosocial support is additional to the 870 teachers trained in 2012. 

 
EDUCATION 
 
UNICEF and partners’ programming (with UNICEF financial/technical support) 

 In Timbuktu, UNICEF distributed learning materials to 4,923 students (2,579 boys and 2,344 girls) as part 
of an overall objective to support the reopening of schools in conflict areas for the 2012-2013 academic 
year. UNICEF has distributed or supported the distribution of school materials to 17,676 crisis-affected 
children in Mopti, Timbuktu and in the town of Kati, outside of Bamako as of March in 2013.  

 In conflict-affected areas, UNICEF supported training of 28 trainers and 25 national and regional directors 
on ‘Education in Emergencies Planning and Coordination’, which was done in part to strengthen 
leadership in the education sector and to support the Malian education system.  

 UNICEF and the Ministry of Education are planning a two week mission to refugee camps in neighbouring 
countries (Burkina Faso, Mauritania and Niger) to ensure children are on the Malian curriculum and to 
organise their exams. A joint mission report will be produced and the details highlighting next steps will be 
shared in the next situation report.  
 

Education Cluster  

 UNICEF partner Save the Children trained 163 teachers in Mopti and Ségou on ‘Peace Education and 
Prevention and Reduction of Violence in Schools’ and 178 school management committee members in 
food hygiene and school canteen management. UNICEF has led a training for 203 people on 
‘Emergencies Planning and Coordination’ since 2012, of which 53 were trained in 2013.  

 Cluster partners have distributed learning materials to 34,342 students. The Cluster is actively working 
with the Ministry of Education to help facilitate the return of government educational authorities (including 
teachers) to conflict-affected areas of the north.  

 Funding shortfalls severely undermine the cluster's ability to ensure an effective response. To date, the 
cluster has received 2.6 per cent of the requested funds through the 2013 CAP. 
 

CHILD PROTECTION 
 
Child Protection sub-Cluster 

 In January, UNICEF partner International Rescue Committee (IRC) carried out a rapid assessment to 
identify unaccompanied and separated children in Mopti and Ségou. IRC identified 670 children of which 
135 were unaccompanied and 535 separated children. This number is not exhaustive; registration and 
verification is on-going.  
 

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE (WASH)  
 
UNICEF and partners’ programming (with UNICEF financial/technical support) 

 Since February, UNICEF is supporting partners Action Contre la Faim (ACF), IRC, Oxfam-GB, MDM-B 
and Solidarités International, with hygiene, shelter and cooking sets to respond to the immediate needs of 
6,000 people in Kidal and 12,000 people in Gao. Some 332 sets have been distributed this month.  

 In Mopti, UNICEF is providing support to the Regional Hydraulics Directorate to ensure safe water 
distribution for 100,000 people. UNICEF is also working to reinforce the water network management 
system.  

 In Gao, UNICEF partner Oxfam-GB rehabilitated 38 hand-pump boreholes, improving access to clean 
water for over 15,200 people. 



 

For more information on the activities of the Nutrition, Health, Education, Child Protection please visit: 

http://mali.humanitarianresponse.info/fr  For WASH cluster information, please see http://www.washclustermali.org/ 

5 

 UNICEF partner Solidarités International recently completed WASH activities in 18 CSCOMs in Timbuktu. 
In Talhandak, close to the Algeria-Mali border, Solidarités distributed 231 hygiene kits and is providing 
water trucking at eight litres per person, per day. This assistance is aimed at the 3,500 IDPs there.  

 
WASH Cluster  

 The International Committee of the Red Crescent (ICRC) continues to deliver fuel to the power stations in 
Gao, Kidal and Timbuktu to ensure access to water and power. In Gao, the ICRC has purchased a 
150kVA generator for the hospital. In Tinzawaten, Kidal ICRC has rehabilitated wells and has distributed 
hygiene kits to 1,200 families. ICRC is currently carrying out an assessment of water needs and 
infrastructure between Mopti and Douentza, and Timbuktu. 

 Islamic Relief has completed a comprehensive WASH assessment in 58 villages of 8 communes in 
Douentza, which showed that 25 per cent of piped water networks are not functional. In local schools 86 
per cent had no source of water and none had soap or hand washing stations. At community health 
centres (CSCOMs), 38 per cent of community health centres had no source of water and 83 per cent were 
missing soap and hand washing stations. Waste management is severely limited in most areas assessed.  

 Another 710 non-food item kits for 4,260 people have been distributed to IDPs living in host families in 
Ségou region through UNICEF partner CARE. In addition, CARE is finalizing a PDM report for Mopti and 
Ségou on the use and interest of the items for IDP families.   

 WASH partners have also established another working group, to support the implementation of WASH 
activities in health facilities. 

 Based on activities for cholera prevention and response in 2012, the cholera task force met for the first 
time in 2013 on 7 March. The meeting included a presentation of the national cholera prevention and 
response strategy and a mapping exercise that highlighted which partners were able to take part in 
prevention and response activities and where. This mapping exercise showed that there is presently a lack 
of WASH actors in at-risk areas and over three quarters of healthcare facilities lack support for a minimum 
WASH package (water, sanitation, hand washing facilities, cleaning materials). 

 The WASH Cluster requires $54.8 in 2013 to respond to the existing WASH needs for 227,206 IDPs, 1.56 
million people living in areas at risk of cholera, and 1.72 million people living in conflict-affected areas. The 
WASH Cluster has requested and additional $4 million on top of the 2013 CAP to respond to immediate 
needs that arose following military interventions in the north. To date, the WASH Cluster is funded at only 
7.2 per cent with $50,871,290 pledged.  

 
HEALTH 
 
UNICEF and partners’ programming (with UNICEF financial/technical support) 

 UNICEF has procured a first lot of vaccines and injection devices worth $1.4 million to prevent stock outs 
across the country, with a funding grant from the Government of Canada. The vaccines have now been 
delivered to all the regions of Mali.  

 A measles outbreak in the north of Mali continues. Compared to last year, over twice the number of 
suspected cases have been reported as of 24 March; 354 cases and 12 deaths in 2013 compared to 181 
cases and no deaths for the same period in 2012.  

 Access remains challenging in northern Mali, which makes demographic data on measles infection rates 
difficult to gather, though preliminary information indicates that the majority of cases are found in people 
over 5 years of age.   

 In response to the outbreak, UNICEF partner MDM-B has vaccinated 44,808 children from 6 months – 14 
years of age against measles in 10 health areas of Gao, reaching 70 per cent of the target. MDM-B has 
also launched a vaccination campaign in Kidal for which more details will be made available mid-April.   

 UNICEF support to NGO partners running health facilities in conflict-affected areas has continued. Ten 
basic health kits were dispatched to ALIMA, entirely covering the Dire district and another ten were 
provided to MDM-France for Tenenkou district. 
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MALI NUTRITION RESPONSE 
 
UNICEF and partners’ programming (UNICEF financial/ technical support) 

 UNICEF is supporting the Government in the establishment of supportive supervision of nutritional 
treatment centres, including for reinforcement of weekly and monthly reporting of nutritional data. 

 For 2013, the estimated caseload of under-five children suffering from severe acute malnutrition (SAM) is 
210,000 nationwide (based on the Nutrition survey with SMART methods 2012), however UNICEF and the 
Health Authority’s planning target for the treatment in 2013 is 125,000 children. 

 
Nutrition Cluster  

 The weekly update of figures on new admissions in centres for treatment of malnutrition (UREN) by health 
districts to the nutrition division has been systematised. All five health regions in the south of the country 
have transmitted their data from 31 December 2012 to 17 March 2013. Across Mali, 36,513 new admissions 

Sector Indicator 

UNICEF & operational partners Sector / Cluster 

UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (for 

2013) 

% of 
Target 

Achieved 

Cluster 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

% of 
Target 

Achieved 

Nutrition 

New admissions to 
programmes for the 
treatment of children 
with severe acute 
malnutrition (SAM) with 
no complications 
(URENAS) 

125,000
 

13,241 

10.5% 125,000
 

13,241 

x% 

New admissions to 
programmes for the 
treatment of children 
with severe acute 
malnutrition (SAM) with 
complications (URENI) 

1,332 
1,332 

New admissions to 
programmes for the 
treatment of children 
with moderate acute 
malnutrition (MAM) 
(URENAM) 

 450,000 21,940 4.8% 

Percentage of health 
areas supported by 
NGOs for treatment of 
acute malnutrition 

 
No 

Target
1
 

554  43% 

UNICEF Operational Partners: ACF-E, Alima Nord, Alima-AMCP, ASDAP, AVSF, IRC, MDM-B, MDM-F. 
1
18 operational 

partners supporting 554 health structures of 1,264 nationwide. 

WASH 

Number of severely 
malnourished children 
in treatment 
programmes who 
receive hygiene kits 
and hygiene 
promotion

2
 

28,263 2,100 7% 28,263 2,100 7% 

UNICEF Operational Partners: ACF-E, ACTED, CARE, Handicap International, IRC, MDM-B, Oxfam-GB, Solidarités 
International. 

2 
UNICEF has a dynamic target for the number of malnourished children reached with WASH kits, based 

upon the actual number of children newly admitted into the SAM treatment programmes. 

Education 

Number of stimulation 
and recreational 
centres for 
malnourished children 
functional 

52 15 29% n/a 15 NA 

UNICEF Operational Partners: IRC 
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have been registered, including 6,416 new admissions in Timbuktu, Gao and Kidal. Some 87 per cent of the 
target for acute malnutrition is found in the southern part of Mali. 

 On 14 March the Nutrition Cluster was established in Mopti region and includes some 60 partners. It will be 
led by the Regional Health Direction with support from UNICEF. A new format for the monthly compilation of 
nutritional data per Health Districts, and Regions, which has been revised at the national level with the 
technical support of the UNICEF Nutrition Section. This new format aims to harmonize nationally the data 
compilation process and to reinforce the follow-up on the nutritional care quality.  

 As part of the 2013 CAP for Mali $73.8 million is required for the Nutrition Cluster, which has received $5.7 
million or 7.5 per cent of the funding needed.  

 
COMMUNICATION FOR DEVELOPMENT (C4D) 
 
 In dozens of vulnerable health districts throughout the country, UNICEF partners RECOTRADE and 

ASDAP promoted Essential Family Practices (EFP), benefitting over 31,236 people.  

 Action plans of Regional Directorates for Social Development were also rolled-out in 22 vulnerable districts 
in Mopti, Kayes, Koulikoro, Ségou and Sikasso.  

 Indicator 

UNICEF & operational partners 

UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

% of Target 
Achieved 

C4D 

Number of religious and community leaders 
were trained on EFP promotion No Target 

3,639  
 

N/A 

Number of concessions visited by local 
communicators  

No Target 18,128  N/A 

Number of advocacy sessions on malnutrition 
involving public sector and civil society actors No Target 70 N/A 

Number of group discussions on EFP No Target 6,269  N/A 

Number of displaced persons educated on EFP 
No Target 1,174  N/A 

Number of house visits on EFP promotion, good 
nutrition practices and promotion of basic social 
services led by community relays.  

No Target 1,246  N/A 

Number of discussions / counselling sessions 
led by  CSCOM health agents  No Target 4,314 N/A 

 

SUPPLY AND LOGISTICS 

 

 Since the beginning of 2013 UNICEF has distributed 30 metric tons (MT) of supplies, including 25 MT of 
emergency supplies to the north of which 17 MT was WASH supplies. Partners included the following IRC 
and both Solidarités International and MDM-Belgium received 1,000 NFI kits for three months safe water 
treatment in Menaka and Kidal respectively.  AE received 245 educational kits for 49 schools in Mopti, 125 
educational kits to cover 25 schools in Koulikoro and 89 school-in-a-box kits, 36 SIC, 59 recreational kits 
and 3 early childhood development kits for children in Timbuktu.  
 

HUMAN RESOURCES 
 

 In January 2012 at the beginning of the crisis, the country office had a total of 108 staff employed. As of 15 
March 2013, UNICEF Mali has 160 staff including stand-by partners, consultants and UNICEF staff on 
mission from headquarters, the regional office, UNICEF Dakar and other country offices.  

 The office currently has four stand-by partners in Education, Protection and Emergency 
telecommunications from Save the Children, Norwegian Refugee Council, MSB and Danish Refugee 
Council. 

 
 

 
 



 

For more information on the activities of the Nutrition, Health, Education, Child Protection please visit: 

http://mali.humanitarianresponse.info/fr  For WASH cluster information, please see http://www.washclustermali.org/ 

8 

UNICEF FUNDING (in $US as of 28 March 2013) 
 

Appeal Sector 
HAC / CAP 2013 
requirements*  

Received Unmet requirements  
% Funding 
needed 

Nutrition 34,770,000 4,334,082 30,435,918 88% 

Health 6,741,000 2,523,781 4,217,219 63% 

WASH 19,159,059 2,329,706 16,829,353 88% 

Education 7,725,400 3,273,429 4,451,971 58% 

Child Protection 9,270,708 651,853 8,618,855 93% 

Cluster/Sector Coordination 4,333,096 1,143,564 3,189,532 74% 

TOTAL 81,999,263 16,183,913 68,508,351 80% 

Total allocated  15,582,415  

 
Not allocated  601,498 

*The total includes a maximum recovery rate of 7%. The actual recovery rate on contributions will be calculated in accordance with 
UNICEF Executive Board Decision 2006/7 dated 9 June 2006. 

 
 
UNICEF wishes to express gratitude to all public and private sector donors for the contributions and pledges 

received, which have made the current response possible. UNICEF would especially like to thank National 
Committees and donors who have contributed ‘non-earmarked’ funding. ‘Non-earmarked’ funding gives UNICEF 
essential flexibility to direct resources and ensure the delivery of life-saving supplies and interventions to where 
they are needed most – especially in the form of longer-term and predictable funding and in strengthening 
preparedness and resilience. Continued donor support is critical to continue scaling up the response. 
 
Across the Sahel, UNICEF received financial and material contributions from: Andorra, Australia, Brazil, Canada, 

CERF, Denmark, Estonia, European Commission/EC, Finland, Japan, Netherlands, Norway, Republic of Korea, 
Spain, Sweden, United Kingdom, United States of America; and the Danish Committee for UNICEF, Finnish 
Committee for UNICEF, French Committee for UNICEF, German Committee for UNICEF, Hong Kong Committee for 
UNICEF, Iceland National Committee for UNICEF, Japan Committee for UNICEF, Netherlands Committee for UNICEF, 
New Zealand Committee for UNICEF, UNICEF Bulgaria, UNICEF Canada, UNICEF Chile, United Kingdom Committee 
for UNICEF, United States Fund for UNICEF. 

 
 
 

For further information, please contact: 

Ms. Francoise Ackermans 

Representative 

Telephone: (+223) 76408484 

fackermans@unicef.org 

Mr. Frederic Sizaret 

Deputy Representative 

Telephone: (+223) 76409106   

fsizaret@unicef.org  

Mr. Hector Calderon 

Chief of Communications 

Telephone:  (+223 ) 75 99 40 89 
hcalderon@unicef.org 
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