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Indicator 

UNICEF Sector/Cluster 

UNICEF 

target 

Cumulative 

results (#) 

Cluster 

target 

Cumulative 

results (#) 

#  of affected population 
provided with temporary 
access to safe water and access 
to permanent drinking water 
sources in the North 

240,000 24,584 790,000 29,384 

Number of children benefiting 
from the education program 
for peacebuilding   

50,000 45,500 162,197 45,500 

# of SAM (severe acute 
malnutrition) children (6-59 
months) treated    

107,000 10,731 107,000 10,731 

# of people reached by 
community level Mine Risk 
Activities 

150,000 14,454 ND 51,548 

Highlights  

 Humanitarian access remained a major concern during the first quarter 
of 2017 in the Northern Regions and some parts of Mopti and Segou. 
Despite the signature of the peace agreement in 2015, renewed 
violence undermines the provision of humanitarian aid.  

 45 boreholes equipped with hand pumps and one solar pumping 
system were installed in the regions of Mopti and Gao providing access 
to safe water to 18 800 beneficiaries. 

 During the cantonment process related to DDR, 10 children were 
identified and demobilized by armed groups and were directly released 
and reunified with their families. In Gao, a care center for children 
demobilized was put in place and equipped, families at community level 
were also identified and trained to care for those children.  

 507 schools in the North of Mali remain closed due to security concerns. 
During the first three months of 2017, UNICEF provided support to 
municipalities in community mobilization, advocacy with school 
management committees and community leaders, and implemented 
peacebuilding activities. 

 Despite the urgency of addressing severe acute malnutrition and a 
vigorous advocacy effort from UNICEF Mali, very little funding has been 
secured for 2017. Nevertheless, UNICEF supported the Government in 
providing life-saving malnutrition treatment to 10,731 children affected 
by SAM in the first quarter of 2017. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

31 March 2017 
 

2,072,000  
children out of  

3,700,000  
people affected (OCHA HNO 2017) 

302,000 
children out of 

422,000 
people to be reached in 2017  
(UNICEF HAC 2017) 
 

45,766 
Internally displaced people  
(DNDS/OIM March 2017) 
 

UNICEF Appeal 2017* 

US$ 35 million 

UNICEF’s Response with partners 
 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

 

2017 funds available

Carry forward 
amount:  3.4M 

Funding 
gap: 29. 5M 

2017 funding 
requirement: 
35.2M Funds 

received: 
2.3M 

*Funds available includes funding received 
for the current appeal year as well as the 
carry-forward from the previous year.  
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 

Consequences of the security crisis that erupted in 2012 continue to be an obstacle for the access of populations to basic 

social services and the access of humanitarian organizations in crisis affected areas. Despite the efforts made by the 

Government of Mali and its partners, humanitarian needs have increased in many sectors. The number of people in need 

is estimated at 3.7 million in 2017, against 2.5 million in 2016. Among them, 3.53 million are facing food insecurity. 

Access to populations in the north remains a major challenge due to frequent attacks against the national army, 

MINUSMA forces and humanitarian organizations. According to OCHA1, attacks on humanitarian personnel, property 

and infrastructure constituted 68% of the access incidents since January 2017. In addition, since 2016, ethnic clashes have 

been registered in the centre of Mali (Segou and Mopti regions), leading to a further degradation of the humanitarian 

situation in this part of the country.  

As of March 2017, 45,766 internally displaced persons (IDPs) were registered in Mali (source: DNDS/OIM), of which 57% 

are women and 53% children. The nutrition situation remains of serious concern. In 2017, 142,000 under-five children are 

expected to suffer from severe acute malnutrition (SAM) in 2017, and about 21,300 children (or nearly 15%) are expected 

to also develop medical complications. UNICEF and partners aim to ensure quality treatment for at least 107,000 children, 

mainly through the provision and distribution of Ready to Use Therapeutic Food (RUTF). The number of people in need 

of WASH are estimated at 1.2 million, while 1.4 million of people are expected to not have access to health care, mainly 

in the Kidal region where 69% of health centers are non-functional. As of March 2017, almost one third of primary schools 

(507 out of 1,610) in 66 municipalities of Gao, Kidal, Timbuktu, Mopti and Segou affected by the security crisis remain 

closed, resulting in an estimate of 100,000 children out-of-school. Moreover, 9 schools (5 in Gao and 4 in Timbuktu) are 

occupied by armed groups. Recruiting and deploying teachers is a major challenge: it is estimated that 1,634 teachers 

are missing in crisis-affected areas, and in particular in Kidal region, where 65% of teachers have a voluntary 

status.Moreover, the country is yearly exposed to natural disasters including floods and epidemics. The number of people 

at risk of floods is estimated at 50,000 and 15,000 are at risk of epidemics.  

Humanitarian actors continued to play a critical role in supporting life-saving interventions, including by re-establishing 

basic social services and reinforcing social cohesion through peacebuilding at community level. Capacity building of 

communities to respond to and reinforce their resilience against crises, including natural hazards and conflict, remains a 

priority for the humanitarian community, including UNICEF. 

 
Estimated Affected Population 
(Estimates calculated based on initial figures from Mali Humanitarian Response Plan, January 2017) 

Start of humanitarian response: 2012 

 Total Male Female* 

Total Affected Population 3,700,000 1,813,000 1,887,000 

Children Affected (Under 18) 2,072,000 1,015,280 1,056,720 

Children Under Five 736,767 353,648 383,119 

Pregnant women 115,010 - 115,010 

 

Humanitarian leadership and coordination  

The humanitarian leadership and coordination structures remain unchanged. The Ministry of Solidarity and 

Humanitarian Action has the primary role in terms of humanitarian coordination, assistance and protection of affected 

population. In support of this Ministry, the Humanitarian Coordinator, who also ensures the role of Resident Coordinator 

and DSRSG, is leading the coordination of the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT), supported by OCHA. The HCT is 

                                                        
1 OCHA, Overview of humanitarian access – January-March 2017  

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/system/files/documents/files/humanitarian_access_2017_janvier-mars_en_0.pdf
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composed of representatives of UN agencies, NGOs, donors and the Red Cross Movement (observers) and represents 

the main strategic humanitarian coordination forum in the country. Eight clusters are also active in the country (WASH, 

Nutrition, Education, Protection, Shelter/NFI, Food Security, Early Recovery and Health). UNICEF is leading 3 clusters 

(WASH, Nutritition and Education) and 1 sub-cluster (Child Protection). The Intercluster coordination forum regroups all 

cluster coordinators and treats interesectoral aspects. At the regional level, a similar humanitarian coordination structure 

called the “Groupe Interagences de Coordination” (GIAC) is in place in Mopti, Tombouctou and Gao and reports to the 

HCT.  

  

Humanitarian Strategy 

UNICEF continues to work with partners, including national counterparts, to respond to humanitarian needs and 

facilitate access to quality basic social services for crisis-affected population in the north and other vulnerable groups. In 

the area of water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH), UNICEF continues to focus on the rehabilitation of infrastructure to 

ensure access to safe water for 240,000 people. In education, 141,147 children in crisis affected communities will be 

targeted for improved access to quality learning. In Child Protection, UNICEF supports interventions for survivors of 

gender-based violence and reinforces the Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism. In terms of nutrition, UNICEF continues 

to support the expansion of SAM treatment, to implement integrated health, education and WASH interventions, and 

to reinforce the coordination capacities of national counterparts. In health, integrated vaccination campaigns will be 

supported in the three northern regions (Gao, Kidal and Timbuktu) and health facilities will receive essential drugs and 

medical equipment to support health care for children under 5 years and pregnant women. UNICEF continues to support 

disaster preparedness for flooding and epidemic outbreaks. 

 

Summary Analysis of Programme response   

WASH 

During the first quarter of 2017, UNICEF-Mali supported short term emergency distribution of household water 

treatment products to 964 households (5,784 people) in Timbuktu (cercle of Gourma Rharous) and in Gao town, following 

population displacement in those areas. Moreover, water supply rehabilitation and constructions works are ongoing and 

have reached to date 18,800 people through 45 boreholes equipped with hand pumps and the rehabilitation of one solar 

pumping system (equivalent to 2 water points), in Mopti and Gao regions. A total of 24,584 affected people in the north 

were provided with access to safe water during the reporting period. 

Nutrition 

UNICEF supported the Government of Mali in the provision  of  life-saving malnutrition treatment to 10,731 children, of 

which 1,082 children with complications (10%). The real number of children assisted is likely to be higher. However, a 

delay in providing up-to-date statistics has occurred due to a long strike of Ministry of Health personnel in March 2017. 

In March 2017, UNICEF-Mali and its partners completed a two-year pilot and innovative project (URENI2 Ecole) that 

aimed to strengthen the capacities of health personnel involved in treatment of severe acute malnutrition with 

complications. The project could not be extended due to lack of funding. Through this project, 208 health agents were 

trained countrywide. Funding remains a major challenge and UNICEF-Mali has so far only been able to secure RUTF 

supplies for the first two quarters of the year due to lack of funding. The gap is enormous (over 50% of the national target), 

leaving nearly 50,000 children with SAM at risk of death during the course of the year, and particularly during the lean 

season (July-September). 

Education 

By March 2017, a total of 1,919 teachers were trained in peacebuilding and psychosocial support, including 1,135 primary 

school teachers. During the reporting period, 6,000 boys and girls (3 to 17 years) affected by the crisis were attending 

education in a classroom where the teacher has been trained. In addition, during the period, 45,500 children (boys and 

girls) have been benefiting from the education program for peacebuilding.  

                                                        
2 URENI: Unité de Récupération et d'Education Nutritionnelle Intensive 
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In March 2017, 310 children were trained as “Peace Ambassadors”. They conducted door-to-door activities and took part 

in 11 community dialogue sessions on peacebuilding and education in Gao and Tombouctou regions. With 12 community 

radio stations put at contribution to broadcast key messages, 112.200 people were informed on peace and social 

cohesion in these regions. 

Child Protection 

During the reporting period, 265 victims of Gender Based Violence received appropriate holistic care and support. This 

number includes 99% of female and 48% of children. In addition, UNICEF-Mali continued to support the accelerated DDR 

process through the identification of children associated with armed groups, the capacity building of a transit centre in 

Gao, the identification and training of host families at community levels in the north. These transit structures will host 

children demobilized from armed groups and provide them with a hollistic assistance and reintegration opportunities. In 

January 2017, a 16 year old boy, formerly associated with an armed group, was handed over by Barkhane forces to the 

National Directorate of Children and Women Promotion. He is receiving interim care pending family tracing and 

reunification. 

Media and External Communication 

In March 2017, a high-level delegation from Norway was hosted by UNICEF-Mali, and the donation of 14 tons of 
humanitarian aid including RUTF, school kits and anti-malarial medication by Norwegian Air Shuttle in partnership with 
UNICEF Norway was widely covered by the local print and broadcast media, as well as Norwegian print media, and 
showcased on digital channels. In the area of school closures, a photo series on UNICEF’s education in emergencies 
approach in Kidal and Menaka performed especially well on social media. 

The question of access to water in northern regions, in particular in Gao, also continues to interest the national media, 
and UNICEF interventions in this area with the support of the government of Sweden continue to benefit from good 
national visibility. 

Security  

Despite the signature of the peace agreement, the security situation in the north (Tombouctou, Gao, Kidal, Ménaka and 

Taoudeni regions) and parts of Mopti remains volatile with frequent attacks against MINUSMA, Malian army forces and 

humanitarian organizations. The Security Level System in these regions is at the highest (5) with restrictions to travel by 

road and move inside some towns. UNICEF Mali, as well as humanitarian organizations, have therefore a limited access 

in these areas. As a mitigation measure, UNICEF launched in March 2017 a third party monitoring system to monitor 

UNICEF programs in these hard to reach areas. In February 2017, the Government restricted movements of motorcycles 

between villages in several parts of Segou region for security reasons. This measure will further impact access of 

population to basic social services as well as delivery of assistance by humanitarian organizations in this region.  

 

Funding 

Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Action for Children for a period of 12 months) 

Appeal Sector Requirements Funds available* 
Funding gap 

$ % 

WASH 10,381,140 03 10,381,140 100% 

Education 6,757,220 1,474,020 5,283,200 78% 

Health 1,735,515  0 1,735,515 100% 

Nutrition 13,000,000 3,512,962 9,487,038 73% 

Child Protection 2,500,000 507,505 1,992,495 80% 

Cluster Coordination 844,000 211,000 633,000 75% 

Total 35,217,875 5,705,486 29,512,389 84% 

                                                        
3 The regular funds of the section (ORR), not recorded as “emergency funds”, allowed to reach the results reported in the sitrep 
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* Funds available’ includes funding received against current appeal as well as carry-forward from the previous year.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
Who to contact for 
further information: 

Fran Equiza 
UNICEF Mali Representative 
Telephone: (+223) 75 99 62 42 
Email: fequiza@unicef.org 

Alessandra Dentice 
UNICEF Mali Deputy 
Representative,  
Telephone: (+223) 75 99 62 36 
Email: adentice@unicef.org 

Benny Krasniqi 
Chief of Field Ops, UNICEF Mali 
Telephone: (+223) 75 99 62 50 
Email: bkrasniqi@unicef.org 

 
Annex  
 

SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 

 

Indicator 

Cluster Response  UNICEF and IPs  

2017  
Target 

 

Total Results  2017 Target  Total Results 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE     

Number of water point 
rehabilitated/constructed 

1,239 59 360 47 

Number of affected population provided 
with temporary access to safe water (water 
trucking, aquatabs, chlorine) 

294,327 5,784 54,400 5,784 

Number of people having access to 
permanent drinking water sources 
(construction/ rehabilitation) 

495,600 23,600 185,600 18,800 

Number of households who received 
WASH emergency kits 

9,730 964 6,520 964 

EDUCATION     

Number of boys and girls (3 to 17 years) 
affected by crisis attending education in a 
classroom where the teacher has been 
trained in Psychosocial Support 

67,500 6,000 45,000 6,000 

Number of children benefiting from the 
education program for peacebuilding  
(boys / girls) 

162,197 45,500 50,000 45,500 

NUTRITION     

Number of children 6-59 months with 
Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) admitted 
for therapeutic care. 

107,000 10,731 107,000 10,731 

Number of health centres offering 
malnutrition treatment. 

1,307 1,307 1,307 1,307 

CHILD PROTECTION     

Number of people reached by community 
level Mine Risk Activities 

ND 51,548 150,000 14,454 

Number of Children victims of/or at risk of 
violence, abuse and exploitation (including 
EAFGAs and PSS) identified with access to 
referral services and reintegration 
opportunities 

ND ND 1,200 1 

Number of survivors of GBV who receive 
appropriate care and support. 

2,100 265 
 


