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UNICEF’s Response with partners highlights 

 
UNICEF Sector/Cluster 

UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

Cluster 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

Number of people living in the areas 
most affected by drought provided 
with safe water  

665,000  204,520 665,000  204,520 

Number of children 6-59 months 
suffering from severe acute 
malnutrition (SAM) have access to 
treatment 

35,291* 12,000 35,291* 12,000 

*The estimated caseload of SAM children was readjusted based on consideration of all regions (Atsimo Atsinanana, 
Atsimo Andrefana, Anosy, Androy) that are in the El Nino zone. We assumed 2% SAM to be within the emergency 
threshold. Accounting for incidence factors of 2.6, this gives us an expected caseload of more than 35,000 for the year.  

 

Highlights 
 UNICEF and partners carried out the seventh periodic malnutrition 

screening of 300,000 children under 59 months in September 2016. 
The September screening found 1,396 children affected by severe 
acute malnutrition (SAM) and 8,946 affected by moderate acute 
malnutrition (MAM) in 6 out of 8 affected districts. 20,500 children 
with SAM have been treated since beginning of 2015 (including 12,000 
SAM children in 2016).  
 

 Since the start of 2016, 204,520 people have gained access to safe 
water from UNICEF supported WASH interventions, including through 
the drilling of 104 boreholes, the delivery of 1,494m3 of trucked water, 
the completion of 3 mid-level water supply systems and the 
rehabilitation of 550 water points.  
 

 An Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) analysis took 
place in Southern Madagascar, highlighting that 52 per cent of 
households in 8 districts are severely food insecure (Phase 3 "Crisis" 
and Phase 4 "Emergency"). Among those, 20 per cent are in IPC Phase 
4 “Emergency”, facing extreme food gaps and are in urgent need of 
assistance. 
 

 Following the IPC and renewed government commitment, the 
National Response Plan for the South (including government and UN 
agencies) was reviewed and targets have increased. These new targets 
will be presented in UNICEF’ 2017 HAC.  

 
 

As of 30 October 2016 

 

1,396 
Children under age 5 with severe acute 

malnutrition in the most affected districts  
(UNICEF/ONN/MoH September 2016 malnutrition 

screening) 

 

8,946 

Children with moderate acute malnutrition 
(UNICEF/ONN/MoH September 2016 malnutrition 

screening) 
 
 

935,480 
People (including approximately 439,690 

children) without access to safe water 

UNICEF Funding Status

Funds received to date
Carry forward
Funding gap

Funding gap:
$19.1m

2016 Funding 
Requirements 

$24.7m 

*Funds available includes funding received for the 
current appeal year as well as the carry-forward from 
the previous year. 
 

Funds received 
to date: 

$5m 

Carry forward 
from 2015: 

$0.6m 

©UNICEF/October 2016/Hofer C. 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

Madagascar  
El Nino Drought 



Figure 1: Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) Maps (IPC in Madagascar, September 2016) 

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  
 
According to the Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) conducted in October, 20 per cent of 
households in the 8 most affected districts are classified to be in Emergency Phase (Phase 4) with extreme food 
gaps and are in urgent need of assistance.1 
 

 
 
 
The districts of Tsihombe, Beloha and Amboasary Sud have the highest proportion of severely food insecure 
people and display negative coping strategies, including consumption of seeds and the sale of productive assets. 
A 6 per cent increase in severe acutely malnourished children newly admitted to health centers was recorded 
between August and September in all 8 districts. In the Beloha district, the number of SAM children admitted to 
hospital more than doubled, reflecting the deterioration of children’s nutritional status in September in the most 
at risk areas. If humanitarian assistance is not scaled up, the situation is expected to get worse from January to 
March 2017 (the lean season) with food production, stocks and income insufficient to allow for adequate food 
consumption among households.  
 

New health data collected in September and October 
highlight the unaddressed health needs of the affected 
population. The average use rate of health services in the 
drought-affected districts is only 18 per cent, half of the 
national average (36 per cent), but drops as low as 10 per 
cent in some districts. Despite this, in the Androy region, 
malaria consultations for children under five have increased 
by 17 per cent in sampled districts, while respiratory tract 
infections in children under five have almost doubled in 
Bekily district and have increased by 23 per cent in the region 
of Androy, overall, compared to 2015.  

                                                        
1 Households in IPC Phase 4 are likely to be those who have lost all crops, do not own animals and do not have other significant sources of income apart 
from those related to agricultural activities. 

Collecting water at the almost dry Manambovo river, Tsiombe 
district. © UNICEF/October 2016/Hofer C. 

http://www.ipcinfo.org/ipcinfo-detail-forms/ipcinfo-map-detail/en/c/446098/


The school year started on 3 October, but according to reports from the district authorities in Androy, only 20 to 
30 per cent of children have returned to school in the rural areas. In Anosy, only 80 to 90 per cent of children 
have returned to school, compared to last year.2 The reasons given for the slow school start, are that parents are 
unable to pay the inscription fees and are unable to purchase the school materials required. Also, the rainy 
season has commenced and many children are helping their parents to plant, which risks delaying enrolment 
further. 
 
The most recent multi-sectoral analysis of the southern regions provides evidence that: (i) The most vulnerable 
households resort to extreme coping mechanisms, including begging (for 22 per cent); (ii) 23 per cent of children 
have to work in order to contribute to the household’s income (an estimated 172,000 children are victims of 
economic exploitation); and iii) an increasing number of children are separated from their parents, including 
approximately 95,000 adolescents girls, who are not under the direct care of their parents, leaving them in 
particular harsh living conditions and highly vulnerable to violence and exploitation. 
 
According to the IPC in southern Madagascar, affected 
populations are in dire need of 1) immediate 
humanitarian assistance, especially to the estimated 
52 per cent of people in IPC Phase 3 and 4, 2) scale-up 
in prevention, screening and treatment of acute 
malnutrition in all districts, 3) scale up of WASH and 
basic health emergency programmes targeting the 
most vulnerable, 4) implementation of interventions 
focused on livelihoods protection and assets recovery, 
and 5) support to the estimated 32 per cent of people 
in IPC Phase 2 in order to prevent further 
deterioration of their situation.  
 
 

 

Humanitarian leadership and coordination 
The ongoing humanitarian response ensures that acute food insecurity (including water insecurity) and the most 
severe forms of malnutrition are being addressed. The National Humanitarian Response Plan for the South has 
been updated to address the needs of communities in IPC 3 and 4, and the 3-year early recovery and the recently 
finalised resilience plan for the South also consider these emergency needs.   

                                                        
2 Data collected by the Education Regional Technical Assistant in 4 schools during the week of the 10 October, shows a 5% decrease compared to last year. 

Estimated Affected Population 
 Total Male* Female* 

# of people affected by drought  1,140,000 564,300 575,700 

#  food insecure  (IPC, Oct 2016) 840,000 415,800 424,200 

# SAM Children Under-5 in drought affected districts in the south (UNICEF, Malnutrition 
Screening, September 2016) 

1,396 662 734 

# MAM Children Under-5 in the drought affected districts in the south (UNICEF, 
Malnutrition Screening, September 2016) 

8,946 4,243 4,703 

# of population without access to safe water 935,480 463,063 472,417 

# of women in childbearing age living beyond 5km from health facilities ( 34.000 
pregnancies) 

178,000 0 178,000 

# of children Under 5 living beyond 5km from health facilities  130,990 64,840 66,150 

# of people living beyond 5km from health facilities 748,000 370,260 377,740 

*Estimated based on sex 49.5% (M) and 50.5% (F). UNICEF. SITAN. 2014 

Crops in urgent need of rain, Ambovombe district   
© UNICEF/ October 2016/ Hofer C. 



 

Nutrition Cluster - Since February, UNICEF, with the Ministry co-lead, has led seven monthly cluster 
meetings the national level. At each monthly meeting, UNICEF and the ONN present the Nutrition 
screening results and discuss constraints, lessons learned and ways forward for the improved 
treatment of children with SAM.  

 
WASH Cluster - UNICEF co-leads the cluster response with the Ministry of Water, Sanitation and 
Hygiene at national and regional levels with a focus on data collection and response interventions. A 
WASH cluster meeting at the national level took place in September, and activation of 
regional/district sub-clusters (Androy, Anosy, Atsimo Andrefana, Ampanihy) took place in October. 

 
Education Cluster - Together with the other clusters, Madagascar updated its Drought Response Plan 
for the south, which prioritises: catch-up classes, provision of school materials, collaboration with 
the WASH cluster to ensure water and sanitation facilities in schools, as well as cash transfers to 
families, with the aim of ensuring that their children enrol and remain in school. 

 
Child Protection Area of Responsibility – The Child-Protection sub-cluster supported the most 
recent multi-sectoral assessment in the southern regions of the country. UNICEF and other partners 
advocated and integrated child protection interventions in the Strategic Response Plan for the 
South updated in October 2016. 

 
 

Humanitarian Strategy 
UNICEF’s humanitarian strategy includes interventions in the areas of Nutrition: Screening, treatment of SAM, 
Infant and Young Child Feeding; WASH: Drilling of boreholes, distribution of ceramic filters; water trucking, 
emergency sanitation and C4D; Health: Distribution of antibiotics, Zinc and ORS; Education: Provision of catch up 
classes for children and adolescents who have dropped out of school; Child Protection: Training of social workers 
to provide psychosocial support to children and their families; strengthening family tracing and reunification 
interventions for separated/unaccompanied children; and prevention of negative family coping mechanisms 
through Emergency Cash Transfers. In addition, the prepositioning of supplies for early response in areas likely 
to be affected by La Nina and/or seasonal floods and storms is on-going. 
 
In the implementation of identified interventions, the office works closely with the government at national and 
regional level, communities and selected NGO partners like FID for cash transfers and SOS Children’s Villages in 
Child Protection. In addition, the office is ensuring direct service delivery, for example though direct contracting 
of service providers. 
 
The humanitarian strategy encompasses early recovery and resilience building. This includes capacity building of 
public systems as well as community mobilisation and integrated, complementary interventions that improve 
resilience, especially considering the extreme poverty and structural vulnerability faced by the populations in the 
south, which have significant long term negative consequences for children.  
 

Summary Analysis of Programme response 
  

Nutrition – UNICEF carried out the seventh monthly nutritional survey with the Ministry of Health 
in September, covering nearly 95 per cent of all children 6-59 months in the 8 affected districts, and 
an additional 5 districts 3  under surveillance. At least 1,396 children suffering from SAM were 
provided with access to treatment in October. Since the onset of the malnutrition crisis in 2015, 

20,500 SAM cases have been admitted for treatment in 165 UNICEF-supported facilities, out of which 12,000 

                                                        
3 Due to the migration of families in the Southern regions, in June, nutrition screenings were extended to five additional districts in the Atsimo Atsinanana 
region, those nearest the target regions, to survey the nutrition situation and react quickly if pockets of malnutrition were found. 



were admitted and treated in 2016. Of these treated cases, 73.1 per cent were cured, 0.5 per cent died and 12.5 
per cent failed to complete treatment (8 per cent did not recover after treatment and 5.9 per cent were 
transferred to hospital).4  
 

Water and Sanitation (WASH) – Over 
54,000 additional people gained access to 
safe water since September 2016 as a result 
of ongoing water trucking and construction 

of 3 mid-level water systems. The result of 
hydrogeological and geophysics survey to identify 
feasible sites for borehole drilling in the Androy region 
found 70 per cent of the sites studied have brackish water 
quality, and only 5 sites have good water quality. Water 
cards (vouchers) were distributed to 3,000 households. 
An additional 3,000 WASH kits are being distributed to 
families with children receiving vouchers, which will bring 
the total number of beneficiary families to 12,170. Also, 
approximately 3,150 community health worker were 
identified and are being trained on the importance of 
water filter use and hand washing with soap. After these 
trainings, the health worker will train the families with WASH kits. An estimated 92,500 more people will benefit 
from 250 water points, 20 boreholes, 5 wells and 5 mid-level water supply systems currently under construction 
or rehabilitation.  

 
Health – UNICEF is preparing a health assessment survey as it continues to provide technical 
assistance to strengthen the system of routine data collection and analysis. Twenty delivery kits have 
been distributed to health facilities in Atsimo Andrefana.  
 
Education - UNICEF is supporting the Ministry of Education with real-time monitoring in 40 schools 
per region starting from 1 November, when the start of the school year will have stabilised.  This will 
provide a monthly follow-up on drop-out rates as well as student and teacher absenteeism. UNICEF 
is still supporting development of school improvement plans with a focus on retention, reinsertion, 

quality education, and strengthening linkages with health care, school feeding and deworming programmes by 
sister agencies.  
 

Child Protection – UNICEF ensured child protection measures were included in the revised Drought 
Response Plan for the South of the country. Some of these measures include: (i) Capacity building 
of para-social workers to identify vulnerable children and families; (ii) Capacity building of Child 
Protection Network members to prevent family separation, identify, document, trace and reunify 

separated children and other victims of violence and to identify, support and refer cases of violence; (iii) 
Identification and registration of vulnerable families based on protection criteria to ensure they have access to 
social protection measures provided in targeted districts: including access to cash transfer and NFI; (iv) Provision 
of equipment, individual kits, dignity kits and protection kits for victims of violence and sexual abuse; and (v) 
Awareness raising sessions to the most vulnerable communities to reduce the risks and exposure to violence.   
 
Emergency Cash Transfer/Social Protection - The national cash transfer program is being extended to 
approximately 45,000 households in five districts, while distribution of water vouchers for 10,000 families in one 
affected district through CERF and ECHO funds continues.  

                                                        
4 Data on SAM treatment are collected and sent directly from health centers to UNICEF through rapid SMS monitoring. Because it is often received before 
malnutrition screening data, which passes through district, regional and central government offices before arriving at the MCO, the data available on the 
numbers of children treated for SAM may exceed the numbers available for SAM children identified. 

A UNICEF supported water truck operated by the regional 
water service provider AES (Alimentation en Eau du Sud), 
Beloha district; ©UNICEF/October 2016/Hofer C. 



Supply and Logistics 
Health - USD 150,000 worth of essential drugs and basic health equipment are being procured for further 
prepositioning and distribution in emergency affected areas. Twenty delivery kits have been distributed to health 
facilities to affected districts in Atsimo Andrefana. 
 

Funding  

 
 
 
Next SitRep: 30 November 2016 
 

Internet : www.unicef.org/madagascar 
Facebook : http://www.facebook.com/pages/UNICEF-Madagascar 
Twitter : http://twitter.com/unicefmada 

UNICEF Funding Requirements*  

Appeal Sector UNICEF* 
Funds available for 

UNICEF** 

Funding gap 

US$ % 

Nutrition 5,100,000 3,090,824 2,009,176 39% 

WASH 10,202,785 1,874,366 8,328,419 82% 

Health 4,700,000 76,438 4,623,562 98% 

Education 1,920,000 382,907 1,537,093 80% 

Child Protection 1,200,000 0 1,200,000 100% 

Emergency Cash/Social Protection 1,100,000 0 1,100,000 100% 

Coordination- Cross sectoral 500,000 228,649 271,351 54% 

Total 24,722,785 5,653,184 19,069,601 77% 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Elke Wisch 
Representative 
UNICEF-Madagascar 
Tel: +261 (0) 321139936 
E-mail: ewisch@unicef.org 

Jean Benoit Manhes 
Deputy Representative 
UNICEF-Madagascar 
Tel: +261 (0) 320541137 
E-mail: jmanhes@unicef.org  

Matthew Conway 
Media Relations 
UNICEF-Madagascar 
Tel: +261 (0) 320341131 
E-mail: mconway@unicef.org 
 
 
 

*The Madagascar appeal is broader than the El Nino/drought emergency and funding requirements therefore include estimated funding requirements 
for the upcoming cyclone season expected to be further aggravated by seasonal floods.  
**Funds available includes funding received against current appeal as well as funds carried-forward from the previous year 

 

http://www.unicef.org/madagascar
http://www.facebook.com/pages/UNICEF-Madagascar/343848901630
http://twitter.com/unicefmada
mailto:ewisch@unicef.org


Annex A 
SUMMARY OF UNICEF PROGRAMME RESULTS 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Cluster Response UNICEF and IPs 

 
2016  
Target 

Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 
report  
▲▼ 

 2016 
Target  

Total Results 

Change 
since last 
report  
▲▼ 

NUTRITION        

Number of children 6-59 months suffer 
from severe acute malnutrition (SAM) 
have access to treatment 

35,291 12,000 ▲1,500 35,291 12,000 ▲1,500 

Number of women/caregivers of children 
less than 24 months who have access to 
Infant and Young Child (IYCF) counselling    

165,000 55,380 - 165,000 55,380 - 

HEALTH       

Number of cases of pneumonia in children 
under 5 years treated with antibiotics 

  
 

62,000 8,000 - 

Number of cases of diarrhea in children 
under 5 years treated Zinc and oral 
rehydration salts 

  
 

75,000 13,000* - 

# basic emergency obstetric care facilities 
per 100,000 people   

  
 

18 0** - 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE       

Number of people living in the areas most 
affected by drought provided with safe 
water 

665,000 204,520 ▲54,200 665,000 204,520 ▲54,200 

CHILD PROTECTION       

Number of children receive psychosocial 
support 

   1,400 

168*** (149 
girls and 19 
boys in one 

region) 

- 

EMERGENCY CASH       

Number of vulnerable families receive 
cash transfers 

   4,200 0* - 

EDUCATION        

% of school-aged children including 
adolescents completing catch-up classes 
in the most affected districts of 2016 

   70 0**** - 

*UNICEF used regular resources to achieve these results. 
**Due to funding shortages these interventions have not begun yet. 
***Due to funding shortages these interventions have only reached a small portion of UNICEF’s 2016 target.  
**** Catch up classes will begin in October and results will be reported next month. 

 


