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UNICEF-Liberia 
Ebola Virus Disease: SitRep #36 

14 July 2014 
 

*This report provides an update on the UNICEF response to the Ebola emergency in Liberia. All statistics, other than 
those related to UNICEF support, are from the SitReps regularly issued by the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare 
through the National Task Force on Health Emergencies. 

 
Summary 
 

 Since 10 July, 26 new suspected, probable and confirmed Ebola cases and nine (9) new Ebola-
related deaths have been added to the official totals in Liberia. All new cases and deaths were 
reported in Lofa and Montserrado Counties. 

 As of 13 July, the cumulative number of suspected, probable and confirmed Ebola cases reported 
during Outbreak #2 in Liberia stood at 163; the total number of Ebola-related deaths stood at 941; 
and the case fatality rate for confirmed and probable cases stood at 71 per cent.2 

 Lofa and Montserrado Counties remain the epicentres of Outbreak #2, with probable and confirmed 
cases also reported in Margibi (3) and Bomi (1) Counties.  

 The Ministry of Health and Social Welfare (MoHSW) has called an emergency meeting of Medical 
Directors from all health centres and hospitals in Montserrado County following reports that some 
facilities had turned away patients seeking treatment, including pregnant women. The MoHSW is to 
make clear that no patient is to be denied treatment at health facilities.  

 UNICEF continues to provide substantial support to the Ebola response in Liberia. As part of an 
ongoing mass social mobilization campaign, UNICEF supported a youth theatre group engaged in 
interpersonal communication (IPC) through community drama in Montserrado and Bong Counties. 
This innovative initiative is currently being rolled out in two major towns, and is the first known 
intervention to put children and young people at the forefront of Ebola response efforts. 

 UNICEF’s revised budget for the Ebola outbreak response is US$1.59 million for the period between 
March and September 2014. The funding gap remains US$1.27 million. Funding is urgently required 
to replenish supplies and continue support to Ebola prevention and response efforts. 

 
Situation Overview 
 

 According to the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare (MoHSW), as of 23:00 on 13 July, 26 new 
suspected, probable and confirmed Ebola cases and nine (9) new Ebola-related deaths had been 
reported in Liberia since 23:00 on 10 July. Seventeen (17) of the new cases and three (3) of the 
deaths were reported in Lofa County, while the remaining nine (9) cases and six (6) deaths were 
reported in Montserrado County. 

 With these additions, the total number of Ebola cases reported in Liberia during Outbreak #2 stands 
at 163, including 61 suspected, 39 probable and 64 confirmed. Breakdown by County is as follows: 
o Lofa: 45 suspected, 20 probable and 39 confirmed. 
o Montserrado: 15 suspected, 17 probable and 23 confirmed. 
o Margibi: Two (2) probable and one (1) confirmed. 
o Bomi: One (1) confirmed. 

 Lofa and Montserrado Counties remain the epicentres of Ebola Outbreak #2. 

 In response to multiple reports that facilities in Montserrado County are turning away sick and 
pregnant persons due to a fear of contracting Ebola among health workers, the MoHSW has called 
an emergency meeting of Medical Directors in Montserrado. The Ministry is to warn health centres 
that action will be taken should medical facilities turn away any patients. 

 Samaritan’s Purse has agreed to assist the MoHSW in establishing the expanded case management 
and treatment centre at ELWA Hospital in Montserrado County. This 40-bed facility would handle 
suspected, probable and confirmed Ebola cases from Montserrado and neighbouring Counties. The 

                                                 
1 Outbreak #2 began on 29 May. 
2 Cumulative statistics are drawn from SitRep #60 of the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare, which reports 

cumulative totals as of 23:00 on 13 July. 
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opening of the expanded unit is intended to address space constraints in nearby existing centres and 
to concentrate Ebola resources and case management expertise in one facility. 

 Contact tracing remains a challenge to effective surveillance. For example, over the weekend it was 
discovered that a case that resulted in death at JFK Medical Center in Monsterrado County was 
managed in four other health facilities prior to admission at JFK. Several health workers in those 
facilities were placed on leave due to their assumed status as contacts, but these individuals were 
reportedly not properly registered as contacts for follow-up. 

 The teams assigned for burial, investigation and disinfection of deceased Ebola patients are 
reportedly overwhelmed by the number of cases and, as a result, are not able to disinfect and bury 
corpses in a timely fashion. 

 
UNICEF Response 
 
As a member of the National Task Force on Health Emergencies, UNICEF continues to provide critical 
social mobilization/communications, case management and logistical support to the national Ebola 
response. 
 
SOCIAL MOBILIZATION/COMMUNICATIONS: 

 With support from UNICEF, the Liberian organization ‘B4 Youth Theatre, Inc’, has designed and 
initiated an innovative interpersonal communication (IPC) initiative in which children and young adults 
write and perform dramas to educate their communities about Ebola signs, symptoms and prevention. 
To date, the organization has trained over 50 young actors, who have already begun performing 
dramas in Mt. Barclay, Montserrado County, and Gbarnga, Bong County. UNICEF provided Ebola 
awareness materials, including posters and flipcharts to the organization for use in both training and 
outreach. 

 
UNICEF Funding Needs: 

 Following an extension of the budget period beyond June 2014 (the original end date), UNICEF’s 
revised budget for the Ebola response is US$1.59 million. This budget covers the period from March 
to September 2014. The office has received the following support to date: US$100,000 from the 
Japan National Committee for UNICEF; US$100,000 from the US Office of Foreign Disaster 
Assistance/OFDA (provided through UNICEF Regional Office for West and Central Africa); 
US$30,000 from the UK Department for International Development/DFID (re-programmed funding); 
and US$93,000 from the UK Committee for UNICEF. The current funding gap remains at US$1.27 
million. Funding is urgently required to replenish supplies and continue support to Ebola prevention 
and response efforts. 

 
UNICEF Contacts 
 

 Sheldon Yett, Representative 
Tel: +231-(0)770-25-7100 (office), +231-(0)770-26-7100 (mobile), Email: syett@unicef.org 

 

 Dr. Fazlul Haque, Deputy Representative 
Tel: +231-(0)770-25-7400 (office), +231-(0)770-26-7400 (mobile), Email: fhaque@unicef.org 

 

 Prabhu Prabhakaran, Resource Mobilization Specialist 
Tel: +231-(0)770-25-7103 (office), +231-(0)770-26-7103 (mobile), E-mail: pprabhakaran@unicef.org 

 

 Adolphus Scott, C4D Specialist 
Tel: +231-(0)770-25-7113 (office), +231-(0)770-26-7113 (mobile), E-mail: adscott@unicef.org 
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