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UNICEF-Liberia 
Ebola Virus Disease: SitRep #35 

11 July 2014 
 

*This report provides an update on the UNICEF response to the Ebola emergency in Liberia. All statistics, other than 
those related to UNICEF support, are from the SitRep issued by the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare through 
the National Task Force on Health Emergencies. 

 
Summary 
 

 Since the evening of 8 July, four (4) new Ebola cases and five (5) new Ebola-related deaths have 
been reported in Liberia. This brings the total number of suspected, probable and confirmed cases 
reported during Outbreak #2 up to 137, and the total number of Ebola-related deaths up to 85.1 Total 
number of confirmed cases has risen to 64, including 40 deaths. 

 One (1) confirmed case has been reported in Bomi County. The MoHSW is dispatching a team to 
Bomi to assist in case follow up and to check of reports of five other deaths in the county.  

 As of 11 July, suspected, probable and confirmed Ebola cases have been reported in Lofa (87), 
Montserrado (46), Margibi (3) and Bomi (1) Counties. 

 Three patients under treatment for Ebola in Lofa County have been discharged after testing negative 
for the virus, bring the total number of Ebola survivors in Liberia up to 13, including one 14-year-old 
boy. 

 UNICEF has donated to the MoHSW an additional 5,000 surgical face masks, 10 tarpaulins and 337 
buckets to support Ebola case management and treatment centres, as well as an additional two 
motorbikes to support Ebola-related activities. In addition, UNICEF has helped develop two new 
songs about Ebola prevention which are being aired on national and local FM radio stations, and has 
provided an additional 5,500 Ebola awareness posters and 500 Ebola awareness flipcharts to the 
Social Mobilization Committee of the National Task Force on Health Emergencies. 

 UNICEF’s estimated funding requirement for the Ebola outbreak response is US$1.59 million. The 
funding gap remains US$1.27 million. Funding is urgently required to replenish supplies and continue 
support to Ebola prevention and response efforts. 

 
Situation Overview 
 

 According to the MoHSW, four new Ebola cases and five new Ebola-related deaths have been 
reported in Liberia since 23:00 on 8 July.2 They are: 
o One probable case and one confirmed case in Montserrado County. 
o One suspected case and four Ebola-related deaths in Lofa County. 
o One confirmed case and one Ebola-related death in Bomi County. 

 With these additional cases, the total number of Ebola cases reported in Liberia during Outbreak #2 
has risen to 137, including 42 suspected, 31 probable and 64 confirmed. Ebola-related deaths have 
risen to 85. 

 The case fatality rate for Ebola in Liberia now stands at 71.6 per cent. (Note that this figure reflects 
deaths of probable and confirmed cases only.) 

 Since Outbreak #2 began on 29 May, Ebola cases have been reported in Lofa, Montserrado, Margibi 
and Bomi Counties. Lofa remains the county with the highest number of reported cases (32 
suspected, 16 probable and 39 confirmed), followed by Monsterrado (10 suspected, 13 probable and 
23 confirmed), Margibi (two probable and one confirmed) and Bomi (one confirmed). 

 The MoHSW-led National Task Force is deploying a team to Bomi County to assist the responders in 
following-up the confirmed case there. The team will also investigate five recent deaths at Sime 
Darby Plantation. 

 In a positive development, an additional three Ebola patients were reportedly released from the case 
management and treatment centre in Foya, Lofa County. These three confirmed cases were 

                                                 
1 Outbreak #2 began on 29 May. 
2 This is based MoHSW Ebola SitReps 55, 56 and 57, which track developments between 23:00 on 8 July and 23:00 

on 10 July. 
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discharged after re-testing negative for the virus. This brings to 13 the total number of Ebola 
survivors in Liberia, including 10 in Lofa County and three in Monsterrado County. 

 
UNICEF Response 
 
As a member of the National Task Force on Health Emergencies, UNICEF continues to provide critical 
communications, material and logistical support to the national Ebola response in Liberia. This support 
primarily benefits the Social Mobilization, Case Management and Logistics Committees of the National 
Task Force. 
 
SOCIAL MOBILIZATION: 

 UNICEF handed over an additional 5,500 Ebola awareness posters and 500 flipcharts to the Social 
Mobilization Committee of the National Task Force, of which UNICEF is a key member. These 
materials will be used by interpersonal communication outreach workers operating in communities in 
affected counties. The materials will also be used by the Case Management Committee of the 
National Task Force in their forthcoming trainings of health workers in facilities across the country. 
The Committee will also distribute a number of the posters to the health facilities. The use of the 
materials to train and inform health workers is a new development necessitated by ongoing fear and 
misunderstanding of the Ebola virus among these key frontline responders. 

 UNICEF assisted the Social Mobilization Committee in conducting two trainings on Ebola for religious 
leaders. The first was held on 10 July for 75 imams and Muslim leaders; the second took place on 11 
July and targeted some 55 Christian religious leaders, including the Archbishop for the Catholic 
Diocese in Liberia. 

 UNICEF assisted the Social Mobilization Committee in revising all Ebola radio messages, taking into 
consideration key behavioural objectives as it relates to denial of the disease and harmful traditional 
practices. 

 Working with Crusaders for Peace, Hott FM and Liberian “hip co” artists, UNICEF helped develop 
two new songs that spread key Ebola messages (to listen, go to https://soundcloud.com/unicef-
liberia/hott-fm-ebola-song-liberia and https://soundcloud.com/unicef-liberia/crusaders-for-peace-
ebola-song). These songs are now being aired on national and local FM stations. This complements 
the existing airing of the revised radio messages, as well as the daily UNMIL Radio Ebola talk show.  

 
CASE MANAGEMENT: 

 On 10 July, UNICEF donated to the MoHSW an additional 5,000 surgical face masks, 10 tarpaulins 
and 337 buckets to support Ebola case management and treatment centres. 

 
LOGISTICS: 

 On 10 July. UNICEF also donated two additional motorbikes to the MoHSW to assist in the Ebola 
response. Five other motorbikes and one vehicle were provided to the MoHSW in June. 

 
UNICEF Funding Needs: 

 UNICEF’s estimated funding requirement for the EVD outbreak response is US$1.59 million. The 
current funding gap remains at US$1.27 million. Funding is urgently required to replenish supplies 
and continue support to Ebola prevention and response efforts. 

 
UNICEF Contacts 
 

 Sheldon Yett, Representative 
Tel: +231-(0)770-25-7100 (office), +231-(0)770-26-7100 (mobile), Email: syett@unicef.org 

 

 Dr. Fazlul Haque, Deputy Representative 
Tel: +231-(0)770-25-7400 (office), +231-(0)770-26-7400 (mobile), Email: fhaque@unicef.org 

 

 Prabhu Prabhakaran, Resource Mobilization Specialist 
Tel: +231-(0)770-25-7103 (office), +231-(0)770-26-7103 (mobile), E-mail: pprabhakaran@unicef.org 

 

 Adolphus Scott, C4D Specialist 
Tel: +231-(0)770-25-7113 (office), +231-(0)770-26-7113 (mobile), E-mail: adscott@unicef.org 
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