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“This is the worst 
storm Haiti has 
seen in decades 

and the damage will no doubt be significant”  
Marc Vincent, UNICEF Haiti representative  

Highlights 
Hurricane Matthew is putting the lives of millions of children in 
the Caribbean in danger. UNICEF is on the ground in the affected 
countries of Jamaica, Haiti, Dominican Republic and Cuba and is 
sending life-saving supplies and technical assistance. The 
hurricane made landfall today (4 October) in impoverished Haiti, 
bringing 145mph (230km/h) winds, heavy rain, flooding and 
dangerous storm surges. The hurricane is set to continue on to 
eastern Cuba.   
 
• Initial estimates suggest that 6 million children are in the path of the 

hurricane and will be directly affected, including over 4 million 
children in Haiti. 

• Hurricane Matthew brings intense rain, wind and surge waves., 
causing mudslides and flooding which will affect children across the 
region. 

• The hurricane was downgraded to a tropical storm in Jamaica, but 
stronger winds mean it is classed as a Category 4 Hurricane in Haiti. 

• As of today, Haiti has been the worst affected by the hurricane, with 
522,000 children affected in Grande Anse and the South.  

• UNICEF has activated its disaster response plans to ensure life-
saving education, nutrition, health, water & sanitation and 
protection needs are met. 

• Many children and families have been displaced from their homes, 
including 18,000 people in the Dominican Republic.  

• Areas affected are currently experiencing other disease outbreaks 
including cholera, Zika and dengue, which are likely to be 
exasperated by the hurricane and associated heavy rainfall and 
flooding. 

 

4 October 2016 
 

6.1 million 
Estimated # of children to be affected out of  
18.3 million 
Estimated # of people to be affected 
(OCHA April 2013) 
 
 
Estimated UNICEF Funds 
required for initial time-critical, 
life-saving actions 
 
Total: $3million 

 

 

Haiti: 
$2millio

n 

Other 
affected 
countrie
s: $1 
million 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 
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Photo: On 3 October, two children rest in a 
make-shift shelter in the east of Port-au-Prince, 
where they are staying to seek protection from 
hurricane Matthew. 
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
As Hurricane Matthew continues on its path from Haiti to Cuba, the full impact of this category 4 storm is still being felt. 
In the last 24 hours several deaths have been reported by local news, 13,000 people evacuated from their homes in 
Dominican Republic, the main bridge that links the capital of Port-au-Prince to Southern Haiti has collapsed, schools 
have been shut in Jamaica and Cuba remains on high alert to face the storm.  
 
The coast of Haiti has been badly hit in Grande Anse, Port-Salut and Port-à-Piment with 1,243,000 (522,000 children) 
affected. Les Cayes has been totally flooded. Flood victims have been evacuated, but those refusing to leave have died. 
There is an outbreak of cholera in Randel, which has already caused deaths. 234 shelters are open across the country, 
with 186 temporary shelters available in the South. The Ministry of Education has advised that schools will remain 
closed until 10th October 2016.  
 
There is wide-spread concern that existing disease in the region, particularly cholera in Haiti, will be worsened by the 
large rainfall, floods and damage caused by high winds. All four countries affected by Hurricane Matthew are 
implementing Zika response strategies which will also be impacted by the storm. In addition, Guantanamo, the area 
likely to be hit in Cuba during the evening of 4 October currently has a dengue outbreak. Working rapidly to restore 
basic water, sanitation and hygiene will be one of the priority areas for UNICEF in the region.  
 
In Dominican Republic, 17,751 people have been displaced, whilst a red alert has been declared in 19 provinces (Azua, 
San José de Ocoa, San Juan de la Maguana, Pedernales, Barahona, Independencia, Dajabón, Montecriti, Bahoruco, Elías 
Piña, San Cristóbal, Peravia, Santiago Rodríguez, Puerto Plata, Valverde, Santo Domingo, Monseñor Nouel, Monte Plata 
y Sánchez Ramírez). 3,260 shelters have been prepared, with capacity for 825,000 persons, rescue units ready, schools 
suspended, equipment prepositioned and preventative evacuations initiated. The Ministry of Public Works and 
Communications has intensified its cleaning and clearing of roads and has pre-positioned equipment and supplies in 
several southern provinces.  

In Jamaica, The Office of Disaster Preparedness and Emergency Management is reporting that the National Emergency 
Operations Centre has scaled down activities to Level 1 Activation (monitoring the situation) in light of the reduction in 
the threat level of Hurricane Matthew. UNICEF Jamaica is participating in field assessments with different partners to 
identify possible need on the island.  
 
In Cuba 6 eastern provinces remain in Cyclonic Alarm Phase (Camaguey, Las Tunas, Granma, Holguin, Santiago de Cuba 
and Guantanamo). It is estimated that more than 900,000 people will be evacuated to special protection centres or to 
homes of family members. 317,000 of these people have already been evacuated.  
 

Estimated Affected Population per country 
(Estimates calculated based on initial figures from country offices, 4 October) 
 

Start of humanitarian response: 4 October 2016 
 

 
Estimated affected population 

Estimated number of children 
affected 

Haiti 
 

9.9 million 4.1 million 

Cuba 
 

4.7 million 1.0 million 

Jamaica 
 

1.9 million 0.7 million1 

Dominican Republic 
 

0.8 million 0.3 million 

Total 
 

18.3 million 6.1 million 

                                                        
1 These estimates have not been revised since the storm in Jamaica was downgraded. Assessment is ongoing. We anticipate 
the numbers for Jamaica to be significantly reduced.  
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Map of affected areas. Source: http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/storm_graphics/AT14/refresh/AL1416W+gif/153536W_sm.gif 

 
Summary Analysis of Programme Response 
Regional actions include:  
• UNICEF is supporting and taking part in field assessments to quickly identify humanitarian needs on the ground. In 
Haiti, for example, UNICEF has organised the first rapid responses. The priority is to ensure that people affected have 
access to water and sanitation. Two UNICEF staff multi-sectoral teams will try to reach the two most affected 
departments to support them in the rapid diagnosis of the needs and the initial responses. 
• UNICEF has deployed personnel from the regional office to Jamaica to provide technical assistance in Education and 
Emergency Management. UNICEF is also deploying health, WASH and communication specialists to Haiti.   
• UNICEF has activated its Rapid Response Roster, amongst other mechanisms, and has humanitarian personnel ready 
and prepared for deployment to countries where support is required, once the humanitarian needs have been identified.  
• UNICEF has taken part in regional coordination meetings led by OCHA where security and logistics, sector actions, and 
operation mechanisms for the humanitarian response in the most affect areas were analysed and agreed.  
• UNICEF worked with governments during the last week to preposition crucial stocks. In Haiti, for example, UNICEF 
ensured supplied for 10,000 people in three areas: the South, the Artibonite and Northwest. In each of these areas, an 
immediate response is ready to be offered to 650 families through multi-sectoral aid kits. These contain hygiene kits, 
water treatment at home, a mosquito net, a bucket and soap.  
• UNICEF is providing a first delivery of humanitarian supplies to the most affected zones in coordination with national 
governments. These life-saving supplies are supporting education, protection, health, nutrition and WASH (water, 
sanitation and hygiene) requirements. Initial deployment of supplies includes Schools in a Box, Early Child Development  
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kits and recreation kits as well as two child protection staff who have joined the IBERS (the centre that manages social 
well-being and adoption) call centre team in Haiti to support the response. 
 
Specific response to prevent further spread of cholera as a result of Hurricane Matthew:  
• UNICEF Haiti’s partners “Emergenices and Cholera” for these zones support the Departmental Emergency Operations 
Centres of the DPC (Civil Protection Directorate) for any rapid diagnostic initiative and first intervention. (ACTED in the 
South and Grande Anse, Solidarité Internationale in the Nippes and in the South East, ACT in Artbonite and in the 
Northwest, the French Red Cross and Solidarité Internationale and in the West, Oxfam in the Centre and in the North 
East).  
• UNICEF Haiti is also supporting the DINEPA (National Directorate of Water Supply and Sanitation) prepositioning 
equipment in all departments. This contingency stock meets the first assistance activities in Water Sanitation and 
Hygiene. Trucks have been deployed to carry additional ‘DINEPA equipment’ (bladders of water storage, slabs for 
emergency toilets, chlorine, etc.) in the most affected areas.   
• As part of its work in preparedness, UNICEF Haiti prepositioned equipment taking into account the recent alerts of 
cholera cases in order to reduce the impact of Hurricane Matthew on the cholera epidemic.  
 

Supply and Logistics  
Access to badly affected areas is currently restricted. In Haiti, for example, both airports are currently closed and the 
main bridge between Port-au-Prince and the most affected areas in southern Haiti has collapsed.  In addition, fierce 
winds have knocked out communications with the southern part of the island.  
 

Media and External Communication  
UNICEF Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean (LACRO) in Panama is deploying staff to the affected area, 
to ensure daily press activity which includes production of life histories, photographs and video material. UNICEF LACRO 
has circulated informative “Alert Notes” in the last three days and is implementing its communication strategy which 
includes a social media package, key messages and fact sheets. The regional office will be coordinating press requests 
with country offices, national committees and Department of Communication (DOC). Initially daily Situation Reports will 
be produced.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Marita Perceval 
Regional Director 
mperceval@unicef.org 
(+507) 64301502 
 
Douglas Reimer 
Regional Advisor 
Emergencies 
dreimer@unicef.org 
 
 
 

CUBA 
Odalys Rodriguez 
Health and Nutrition 
Officer 
orodriguez@unicef.org 
(+537) 2086307- 
2089791 - 2086094 
 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
Rosa Elcarte 
Representative 
relcarte@unicef.org 
(+1 809) 604 3791 
 

HAITI 
Marc Vincent 
Representative 
mvincent@unicef.org 
(+509) 48 94 94 03 
 
 
 
JAMAICA 
Mark Connolly 
Representative 
mconnolly@unicef.org 
(+1 876) 279 8334 
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