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Highlights  
 
 

 UNICEF provided psychosocial support services (PSS) for a total of 

2,127 children in the Governorate of Erbil via its network of static 

and mobile child friendly spaces (CFS). 
 

 In the central and south zones, UNICEF trucked approximately 

2,336,250 liters of water during the reporting period, reaching 2,623 

families (15,756 individuals) across the central and southern 

provinces. 

 

 UNICEF increased access to educational activities for IDPs on the 

road between Najaf and Karbala in coordination with the Najaf DoE. 

UNICEF assisted in installing 73 classroom tents in 6 locations (12 

tents per location on average) on the road, where a large number of 

the IDP population is concentrated.   
 

 In collaboration with partners DRC, NRC, ACTED, Mercy Corps and 

Save the Children International, UNICEF’s Rapid Response 

Mechanism has provided 159,426 displaced individuals with 

essential relief items since August 2014. 
 

 UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and 

Emergency Relief Coordinator Valerie Amos made a public 

statement on 17 September in the wake of her visit earlier this 

month encouraging continued funding to meet the needs in Iraq.  
 

  UNICEF continues to build the capacity of local partners by 

providing training on the interconnected issues of hygiene, water 

and health, with 60 participants in Kerbala and Najaf taking part in 

hygiene promotion, waterborne disease prevention and cholera 

outbreak training sessions. 
 

 UNICEF and partners documented and verified a total of 36 

incidents of grave violation against child rights in the reporting 

period, with a further 12 cases pending verification. 
 

 Road security issues from Baghdad to the southern provinces, as 

well as between Baghdad and Anbar province, affected the 

efficiency of response to these locations. 

 

 

16th – 22th September 2014 

 

 People currently displaced  

1,800,000  

(OCHA, 28 August 2014 estimate)  

 

Target population  

Health: 360,000  

WASH: 3,000,000  

Education: 126,200  

Child Protection: 50,000 

Rapid Response: 200,000 

Winterization: 200,000  

 

UNICEF funding received 

US$ 103,243,329  

(As of 10 August 2014)  

 

Requirements: under revision, as 
part of Iraq SRP review 
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  

Evidence of increasing ISIS activity in northern Syria caused more than 130,000 Syrian Kurds to flee across the border 

into Turkey earlier this week, escaping the threat of Islamic State jihadists, as per an announcement on Monday by 

Turkish Deputy Prime Minister Numan Kurtulmus. On the same day, Turkey's PKK Kurdish rebel group reportedly urged 

fellow Kurds to cross the border into Syria to combat IS insurgents besieging a nearby town, according to pro-Kurdish 

agency Firat. The advancement in ISIS movements and subsequent displacements continue to justify an expectation that 

the numbers of IDPs in the region, including Iraq, will continue to increase in the coming months. The needs of the current 

population displaced by threats of violence will alter as the region moves into winter.  

As the humanitarian crisis continues to mount in Iraq and the displaced population increases, many families have sought 

refuge in any available form of shelter. Earlier in the year when the conflict was located in Anbar, primary shelter 

arrangements for the displaced population were with host family members. Currently, IDPs are still residing in unfinished 

buildings, schools and churches across the KRG. The Kurdish Regional Government (KRG) has begun to vacate these 

premises, especially schools, in preparation for the delayed start of the new school year which is planned for October 22, 

However, humanitarian actors, including UNICEF, remain concerned about the effects of the approaching winter on IDP 

children and families. With the imperative of keeping IDPs protected as the colder weather approaches, UNICEF and 

partners continue to focus on establishing and equipping new IDP camps in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KR-I). According 

to unverified reports from Iraq, despite the security situation in Anbar an unknown number of IDP families are returning 

to houses in Haditha district after Iraqi forces cleared it of ISIS militants. Similar reports maintained that IDPs in Falluja 

are moving back to secured sub-districts in Al-Saqlawiyah and Ammriatta Al-Falluja. The primary needs of the IDPs as 

well as the needs of recently returned families include: water, sanitation and hygiene provisions, food items and learning 

spaces for children. 

French forces began air strikes in locations in Iraq this week, targeting an ISIS depot in the northeast of the country, while 

the Associated Foreign Press (AFP) reported on Tuesday that air strikes in western Iraq, near the border with Syria, killed 

dozens of ISIS fighters. Led by the United States, over thirty countries, including Jordan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the 

United Arab Emirates joined a new international coalition formed this week, to combat the threat posed by ISIS. Coalition 

members have begun air strikes against a limited number of locations in Syria.  

 
Locations of multi-sectoral IDP needs assessments conducted by UNICEF staff, facilitators and implementing partners (total 459; 87 conducted between 16th  & 
22th September); for more information on the detailed results of the assessment, visit this link. 

 

https://www.ona.io/unicefiraqemops/forms/ODK-Iraq_RNA_FORM_June2014_v4/map


ICO Weekly Situation Report                                                          3            22 September 2014 

Humanitarian leadership and coordination 

Following the outbreak of conflict in Anbar, the spread of violence to surrounding governorates and the subsequent mass 

displacement, the Humanitarian Coordinator officially activated the cluster system in Iraq. UNICEF leads the WASH and 

Education Clusters as well as the Child Protection Sub-cluster, and is coordinating the IDP response strategy with all 

cluster members. OCHA, UN agencies, and humanitarian partners are working together to promote an integrated 

response where possible, between the response to Syrian refugees (managed under the sector coordination structure), 

and the response to IDPs (under the cluster coordination structure). 

 

The Education and WASH Clusters are meeting on a weekly basis in order to coordinate the response across Iraq. In light 

of the revision of the Strategic Response Plan for IDPs across Iraq and the Regional Response Plan for the Syrian Refugee 

Crisis, which is affecting primarily the north of Iraq, the clusters are currently meeting with all humanitarian partners in 

order to reassess and adjust planning targets, coordination and implementation.  

 

Humanitarian Strategy 

The UNICEF response strategy and priorities in Iraq are in line with the targets and objectives of the Strategic Response 

Plan (SRP) for the internal displacement crisis and remain focused on providing access to basic and life-sustaining 

services for Iraqi IDP women and children in order to protect them from further deprivations or exposure to violence. 

Both the SRP and the 3RP (Regional Response and Resilience Plan) are currently under revision/development by the 

different clusters and sectors. UNICEF, in partnership with UN agencies, I/NGOs, local authorities and civil society 

organizations, continues to implement and consistently refine its rapid response as well as contingency planning in order 

to effectively address rapidly changing humanitarian needs posed by fluid mass displacements. Drawing on a combined 

assessment and immediate, rapid response approach, UNICEF continues to provide multi-sectoral packages of life-

saving commodities and relief interventions to affected communities, particularly focusing on minorities and hard-to-

reach, highly mobile populations. A multi-sectoral, holistic approach is also being adopted in UNICEF’s response to the 

IDPs currently living in schools, including WASH, health and nutrition, education, child protection and communication 

for development (C4D). 

 

Analysis of Program Response per Sector  

Child Protection   

UNICEF continues to collaborate with implementing partners (Department of Labor and Social Affairs (DoLSA), Save the 

Children, ACTED, Nujeen, VOP, Harikar and SOSD) in order to provide psychosocial support services for affected IDP 

children across the Kurdistan region of Iraq. In total, UNICEF has provided psychosocial support services (PSS) for 2,127 

children in the Governorate of Erbil via its network of static and mobile child friendly spaces (CFS).  

 

In addition, UNICEF partner Terre des Hommes provided educational and recreational services through CFS’s, benefiting 

32 children (14 boys and 18 girls) in Ainkawa Hadyab School, and 90 children (44 boys and 36 girls) in Ainkawa Mar Elia 

Church in Erbil. 

 

Via the UN-led Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism (MRM), a total of 36 incidents of grave violation against child rights 

were documented and verified in the reporting period, with a further 12 cases still pending verification. These incidents 

were located in Anbar, Baghdad, Kirkuk, Diyala, Ninewa and Salah al-Din. 

 

Education  

It was reported that the Iraqi Vice Prime Minister announced a new budget allocation of 40,700 billion Iraqi dinar (IQD) 

for the education of IDP students and teaching staff related issues in the Kurdish Republic of Iraq (KR-I). Although the 

report remains unverified in English-language media sources, it is believed the fund will be made available for meeting 

the costs of rent for buildings intended to function as alternate schools, establishing caravan schools in the land space 

appointed by the local authorities in KR-I and other governorates, rehabilitation of the occupied schools by the IDPs, and 
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transportation fees for IDP supplies. Additionally, the Ministry of Education (MoE) approved the opening of three 

representative Departments of Education (DoE) for the central MoE in KR-I, which will be responsible for supervising and 

handling the education of IDP students and teaching staff. The departments will be in Erbil, Dahuk and Sulaymaniyah, 

with a sub-department in Calar (Karmian). The budget for this is approved, and action has begun to find appropriate 

locations. 

 

UNICEF continues to lead coordination efforts on education for IDPs in the KR-I, holding a cluster meeting on 22 

September at the MoE, KR-I. The meeting focused on the ongoing issue of school rehabilitation in those schools currently 

occupied by IDPs, resulting in an updated decision whereby the Parent Teacher Associations (PTA) will conduct 

rehabilitation activities in local areas. At a meeting on 21 September between UN cluster-lead agencies and the Kurdish 

Government, UNICEF informed the Kurdish Prime Minister Nechirvan Barzani and the KRG Ministerial Committee of its 

ongoing education activities in the region, including the construction of three schools in Bajid Kandala, Khanke and 

Khadia IDP camps in Dahuk. According to recent UNICEF data, over 100 schools of the original 550 that were hosting 

IDPS are now vacated.  
 

UNICEF increased access to educational activities for IDPs on the road between Najaf and Karbala in coordination with 

the Najaf DoE. UNICEF assisted in installing 73 classroom tents in 6 locations (12 tents per location on average) on the 

road, where a large number of the IDP population is concentrated. The registration of students will be initiated during 

the coming week. In collaboration with INTERSOS, UNICEF installed 2 classroom tents in 2 locations in Ainkawa to 

provide IDP children with opportunities to access educational and recreational activities. In the reporting period, 634 IDP 

children attended 10 recreation centers held at Khanke and Sharia schools, run by local school managers.  

 

Health & Nutrition 

UNICEF held a training for 32 surveyors and 5 supervisors from 16-18 September in preparation for the rapid nutritional 

assessment, which began on 20 September to investigate the nutritional status of IDPs in Dahuk Governorate. Data 

collection will last for a period of 14 days and will cover 7 districts, namely: Amedi, Akre, Bardarash, Dahuk, Shikhan, 

Sumel and Zakho. Anthropometric measurements such as weight, height, middle-upper arm circumference (MUAC) will 

be taken from target children aged 6-59 months, while mothers and caregivers of children under-5 will be questioned as 

primary respondents about child health, nutrition and household access to food and water.  

 

On 22 September the second phase of the measles campaign resumed in Dahuk Governorate, targeting 169,421 IDP 

children aged 9 months to 15 years old. The measles campaign will continue for another week to complete the 

immunization of all targeted IDP children in all districts of Dahuk. 

 

The September National Immunization Days (NID) for polio was successfully conducted across Iraq as planned. Children 

were vaccinated with oral polio drops in all 18 Governorates and also in Mosul, Sinjar and Baiji. Daur in Salah Al-Din is the 

only district were vaccination could not be conducted, due to ongoing military interventions. However, efforts are 

ongoing to vaccinate all unvaccinated children when the opportunity arises in conflict-affected districts. UNICEF’s social 

mobilization activities, started on 11 September and which are ongoing, focus on mass media campaigns, community 

mobilization, school advocacy and social media. WHO and UNICEF successfully conducted campaign monitoring training 

in the KR-I with the International Rescue Committee (IRC).   

 

Water, Sanitation & Hygiene (WASH)   

A UNICEF WASH shipment benefited 1,000 internally displaced people (IDP) hosted in informal settlements in Basra this 

week. IDPs were provided with sanitation items including adult hygiene kits, health-related items such as water kits for 

families, and household items including jerry cans, buckets, bed sheets, blankets and high-energy biscuits. An additional 

3,000 IDPs hosted in informal settlements in Thi-Qar benefited from a similar shipment containing similar items. In an 

ongoing partnership with Diwaniya Governorate, on 22 September, UNICEF mobilized and delivered a shipment to Al 

Asriyah village in the Shanafiyah subdistrict of the Governorate that benefited 280 IDP families (1,400 individuals). This 

delivery additionally benefited 360 of the most vulnerable school children between grades 1-5, who received a full 
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package including school bags. Stationary and whiteboards were provided in the same delivery, which will complement 

the local government’s furnishing of 10 classrooms with desks. 

 

In the central and south zones, UNICEF trucked approximately 2,336,250 liters of water during the reporting period, 

reaching 2,623 families (15,756 individuals) across the central and south provinces including Heet centre, Kubaisa, Al 

Furat, Al Mammora, Al-Khaidiya and Al-Habbaniyah. Work to maintain water infrastructure and ensure a healthy 

environment for the displaced continues, with 1,137 IDPs reached by sewerage desludging on the main road that runs 

between Najaf and Kerbala, in Kerbala province. Water distribution activities reached 348 families (2,318 individuals), 

while garbage collection continues, benefiting 1,110 families (6,452 individuals) in Heet centre, Ammriatta Al-Falluja and 

Al-Khalidiya. Local NGO capacity building on the interconnected issues of hygiene, water and health took place this week, 

with 60 participants in Kerbala and Najaf taking part in hygiene promotion, waterborne disease prevention and cholera 

outbreak training sessions, while UNICEF continues to target over 1,500 IDPs with an ongoing awareness campaign, also 

in Najaf and Kerbala, conducted by local NGO volunteers. Safe water provision continues, with the water needs of 1,295 

IDP families (7,779 individuals) met through UNICEF’s water trucking activities in Heet centre, Kubaisa, Al-Furat and Al-

Mammora.  
 

In the northern Governorates, UNICEF continued water trucking in different areas of Zakho, Dahuk, Shikhan, Khanki, 

Akre, and Sharea serving over 114,000 IDPs with 87 trucks every day. UNICEF continues to lead coordination in WASH 

activities in the north, this week establishing a technical working group focusing on services for non-camp IDPs and 

holding the first meeting on 20 September in Dahuk. Khanaqin camp continues to see new IDP arrivals, while water 

trucking is ongoing to Aliyawah Old (120 families) and New Camps (1,435 families). UNICEF’s implementing partner the 

French Red Cross (FRC) prepared emergency WASH facilities for 300 new families in Khanke camp, and continues to 

distribute sanitation items such as baby hygiene kits, jerry cans and garbage disposal bags. Hygiene promotion messages 

continue to be delivered in Bajid Kandala camps. In Sulaymaniyah, UNICEF’s partner International Relief Committee 

(IRC) prepared 70 latrines and 86 showers for Arbat transit camp, and continued the daily water trucking of 54m3, 

reaching 150 families. Planning is ongoing for Muzofer, Chamchamal and Kalaju camps.  

 

Gaps and Constraints 

Building the capacity of local NGOs and staff in regions dealing with displaced people, specifically in improving their 

administrative and managerial skills, continues to pose a challenge in the response to IDP needs. Roads in Ammriya Al-

Falluja are mostly closed due to military activities which affected daily water trucking access. Road security from 

Baghdad to the southern provinces, as well as to Anbar, is restricting the efficiency of the emergency response. 

 

Communication for Development (C4D) 

In the reporting period, UNICEF Communication for Development (C4D) worked hard on widening its partnership 

network across many regions of Iraq, forging new alliances in Dahuk with the Women Rehabilitation Organisation (WRO) 

in Khanqe area and with Alind (Sharya area) Nomadic Dreams in order to support UNICEF’s social mobilization and 

women-to-women dialogues in that region. A team of 18 UNICEF and partner facilitators and mobilizers received 

programme orientation and will conduct hygiene promotion activities in 87 IDP locations in Dahuk. In Erbil, UNICEF-led 

health care and awareness campaigns ran in the 20 locations in Ainkawa occupied by IDPs, in partnership with Zhian 

Organisation. UNICEF, with local certified trainers, facilitated a 4-day ‘Training of Trainers’ (ToT) session on hygiene 

promotion. UNICEF plans for further health promotion activities for IDPs in a range of locations including Sulaymaniyah 

city centre, Saidsadiq, Permagrun, Darbandakin and Kalar, in the wake of a new cooperation agreement signed with Civil 

Development Organization (CDO). 

 

Support to IDPs in 7 locations in Sulaymaniyah was strengthened via the signing of a new cooperation agreement for 

C4D/social mobilization with CDO, and work is ongoing to establish a community monitoring system based on 

strengthening local community facilitation skills in order to improve participants’ ability to liaise and negotiate with 

governments and other service providers. 
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Supply and Logistics 

During the reporting period, UNICEF Iraq received relief supplies for a total value of approximately $0.5 million. UNICEF 

Supply Division shipped health, nutrition and WASH supplies which ensured that UNICEF continues to meet the 

requirements on the ground. Measles vaccines for the ongoing vaccination campaign are scheduled to arrive in the next 

few days. In order to meet frequent emergency requirements for water tanks, the Supply & Logistics Section is in the 

process of establishing a Long Term Arrangement (LTA) with manufacturers for the supply of water tanks. This would 

drastically cut down procurement time for future action and improve UNICEF’s ability to respond to emergency needs in 

a timely and effective manner. The section is also in the process of increasing the supplier database through constant co-

ordination with other UN agencies and follow up with Erbil Chamber of Commerce. 

 

A total number of 138 chlorine tanks (1 ton) and 125 chlorine cylinders (50 kg) have been picked up from the Sulaymaniyah 

warehouses and are currently undergoing testing and maintenance. Aluminium sulfate for 312 tons will be ready on 23rd 

September. UNICEF Supply Division dispatched over $1 million worth of supplies to Sulaymaniyah, Kirkuk and Dahuk in 

the past week, bringing the total inventory values procured since the start of the emergency on June 11 to $37 million, 

with the inventory value of dispatched goods totalling about $8 million. 

 

External Communications 

During the reporting period, UNICEF prepared for donor briefings with the European Union and the German Federal 
Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) on the humanitarian situation in Iraq and agency response. 
 
On social media, UNICEF continued to post infographics in English, Arabic and Kurdish. Content of posts included 
observation of International Peace Day, the sharing of messages and paintings from children in conflict affected 
environments in both Afghanistan and Iraq, and images from the conclusion of the nationwide Polio vaccination 
campaign in August. 

UNICEF co-chairs a bi-weekly strategic communications working group including other humanitarian agencies, OCHA 
and UNAMI. 

 

Next SitRep: 01/10/2014 

 
 
 
 
UNICEF Syria Crisis: www.unicef.org/infobycountry/syriancrisis_68134.html   
UNICEF Syria Crisis Facebook: www.facebook.com/unicefmena  

UNICEF Syria and Syrian Refugees Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: http://www.unicef.org/appeals/index.html 

 
 
 
Disclaimer: This report is based on information received from various internal and open sources. With the exception of the 
UNICEF Programme Update, not all information could not be independently verified and as such, the report does not reflect 
the opinion or position of UNICEF. This report is intended for informational purposes and is not an official document. 

Who to contact 
for further 
information: 

Marzio Babille 
Iraq Country Office, 
Tel: +964 780 919 4145 
Email: MBabille@unicef.org 
 
 

Jeffrey Bates 
Iraq Country Office, 
Tel: +964 780 196 4524 
Email: JBates@unicef.org 
 

http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/syriancrisis_68134.html
http://www.facebook.com/unicef
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/index.html
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Humanitarian Performance Monitoring  

 

 

High Priority Indicators 
UNICEF Response 

Plan Targets 
(Emergency plan) 

UNICEF total 
reached 

January 1 - 
June 10 * 

UNICEF total 
reached June 11 – 
September 15 ** 

UNICEF total 
reached 

January 1 - 
September 15 

WASH 

# Emergency affected population provided with 
safe access to clean water 

3.000,000 164,370 606,970 771,340 

# Emergency affected population reached with 
improved sanitation systems 

200,000 157,800 194,563 352,363 

# Of school children benefiting from clean and 
sanitary learning environment for improved 
health and learning outcomes 

- 3,400 2,520 5,920 

# Of Emergency affected population provided 
with hygiene materials and sensitized to safe 
hygiene practices 

400,000 210,378 421,393 631,771 

EDUCATION 

# Of school-aged children including adolescents 
reached by schools  

125,000 14,750 3,342 18,092 

# Of children received learning materials 125,000 5,955 2,216 8,171 

# Of teachers trained to provide psycho-social 
support 

1,200 160 79 239 

HEALTH AND NUTRITION 

# Lactating mothers of children 0-23 months 
with access to IYCF counselling for appropriate 
feeding 

60,000 0 0 0 

# Of children provided with access to growth 
monitoring services 

300,000 0 0 0 

# Of children and youth 6 months to 23 years 
vaccinated against measles  

270,000 0 14,433 a 14,433 

# Of children under 5 vaccinated against Polio 300,000 175,000 65,874 a 240,874 

# Of Emergency affected population reached 
with health promotion campaigns 

300,000 0 2,000 2,000 

CHILD PROTECTION 

# Of reported cases of grave violation of child 
rights verified and referred for support 

2,500 74 121b 195 

# Of separated children in emergencies reunified 
or in alternative care 

2,000 0 0 0 

# Of Emergency affected children provided with 
psycho-social support 

50,000 430 9,535  9,965  

SOCIAL PROTECTION 

# Of most vulnerable families receiving child 
focused cash transfer 

10,000 families 0 0 0 

RAPID RESPONSE 

# Of sudden displaced individuals in transit 
receiving essential relief items (family package) 

200,000  0 159,426 159,426c  

WINTERIZATION 

# Of most vulnerable children better protected 
from risks of winter 

200,000 0 0 0 

* Period comprising response to Anbar IDP crisis 
** Period comprising response to Anbar IDP crisis and Ninewa crisis 
a This figure reflects only IDP children vaccinated throughout polio campaigns. Since polio immunization campaigns target all children under 5 
years of age all over Iraq, beneficiary figures are estimates according to official IDP planning figures (1.1 million IDPs all over Iraq, of which 
approximately 200,000 are under 5 years of age, as off July 2014). Figures demonstrate only 1st time vaccinated children, who have not been 
reached in earlier campaigns. 
b 77 cases have been identified and verified, though not referred to yet; 44 cases have only been identified 
c This figure reflects only the individuals reached through the Rapid Response Mechanism partners: DRC, NRC, ACTED, Mercy Corps, and Save 
the Children International. Given the sudden influx of IDPs in the first weeks of August 2014, other partners delivered rapid response packages 
reaching more than 15,000 individuals 


