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SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

Highlights 
 As of 28 April there were 3.3 million displaced individuals in Iraq, at least 47 

percent of whom are children under 18 years old. 

 The influx of IDPs into Mahkmour district continued. With new arrivals the 
estimated number of total IDPs is 6,000 people. The number of IDP families 
also increased in Anbar Governorate, particularly in Al Wafaa and Kilo 18 
transit sites in Ramadi District due to continued military operations in Heet 
and Kubaisa. 

 UNICEF ensured provision of safe water for more than 156,805 IDPs across 
Iraq; improved access to sanitation for over 24,652 IDPs; and improved 
access to hygiene items and key hygiene practices for 361,776 IDPs. 

 UNICEF provided learning and recreational materials to 68 camp and non-
camp schools in Dahuk, benefiting 19,062 boys and 18,014 girls, and to 28, 
358 children from 69 IDP and host community schools in Basra and 
Diwaniya. 

 UNICEF supported Nationwide Polio Immunization Days (NPID) between 3 
and 7 April. Final results are being prepared by the Ministry of Health (MoH) 
at the time of reporting. 

 Psychosocial services were provided to 3,972 newly-registered IDP children 
(G: 2,168 and B: 1,804) and 236 IDP children (G: 113 and B: 123) received 
specialized child protection services 

 

 

 

 

 

Awareness raising campaign for polio vaccinations, in Al-Zawraa Park Baghdad, 
©UNICEF/Iraq/2016/Khuzaie 

April 2016 

UNICEF’s Response with partners 

People in need of humanitarian 
assistance: 

10 million people, of which 

4.7 million are children and  

3.3 million are internally displaced 

people (IDPs) 

Target population in 2016:  

WASH: 832,000 

Health: 384,000 

Education: 550,000  

Child Protection: 131,000 

Rapid Response: 2 million 

 
UNICEF Requirements 2016:  

US$ 101 million 
 
Funds received 20161: 

    US$ 27,612,848 

 
 

 
 

 

Key Indicators  
Cluster UNICEF 

Target Results  Target Results 

Emergency affected populations 
with access to a sufficient safe 
water supply 

2,372,430 376,378 832,130 156,805 

School-aged children reached 
through temporary learning 
spaces (pre-fab) 

45,000 32,741 22,000 27,915 

Children participating in 
structured, sustained, resilience 
or psychosocial support 
programmes 

150,000 16,935 131,000 12,215 

Children 0 - 59 months vaccinated 
against Polio in crises affected 
areas through campaigns 

 
 

IDP:561,000 IDP: 194,887 

Host: 5.2 
million 

Host: 
5,491,267 

Vulnerable people newly-
displaced by conflict receiving 
RRM kits within 72 hours of 
trigger for response 

 2,000,000 495,817 

 

1 As of 30 April 2016, UNICEF had received 27 per cent, or US$27.6 million, of the US$101 million 2016 appeal in addition to US$52,019,959 carried 
forward from 2015. See page 5 for more detailed funds information. 

 

file:///C:/Users/ppollarddavey/Documents/SITREPS/IDP%20SITREPS/2016%20February%20IDP/Inputs/201602_ICO%202016%20HPM_.xlsx%23RANGE!_ftn2
file:///C:/Users/ppollarddavey/Documents/SITREPS/IDP%20SITREPS/2016%20February%20IDP/Inputs/201602_ICO%202016%20HPM_.xlsx%23RANGE!_ftn2
file:///C:/Users/ppollarddavey/Documents/SITREPS/IDP%20SITREPS/2016%20February%20IDP/Inputs/201602_ICO%202016%20HPM_.xlsx%23RANGE!_ftn2


Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
The protracted crisis in Iraq necessitates regular provision of 
humanitarian assistance to approximately 10 million people in Iraq 
including 4.7 million children. As of 28 April 2016, the total number 
of IDPs had decreased by 2 percent and there were 3,333,384 
internally displaced persons (IDPs) while the number of returnees 
reached   656,778 - an increase of 17 percent across Iraq1.  Baghdad, 
Anbar and Dahuk governorates are hosting 43 percent of the total 
IDP population. 11 percent of the 3.3 million IDPs are reported to 
be living in camps while the majority are living either with 
relatives, in unfinished buildings or in rented accommodation in 
host communities. The influx of IDPs into Mahkmour district 
continued, with an estimated 6,000 IDPs. Continued military 
operations in Heet and Kubaisa resulted in increased 
displacements of families in Anbar Governorate, particularly to Al 
Wafaa and Kilo 18 transit sites in Ramadi District. In response to 
concerns over humanitarian conditions in these sites, two inter-
agency missions were undertaken during April and immediate 
scale-up actions were taken.  

 

Humanitarian leadership and coordination 
UNICEF leads the WASH Cluster and Child Protection Sub-Clusters, and co-leads the Education Cluster with Save the Children 
International, and is an active member of the Health and Nutrition Cluster. UNICEF contributes actively to inter-cluster coordination.  
Co-leads UNICEF and the World Food Programme (WFP) regularly convene the Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) Consortium 
partners including the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) and seven NGOs to plan coordinated humanitarian assistance. Regular 
information sharing takes place with the Joint Coordination and Monitoring Centre (JCMC) in Baghdad and the Joint Crisis 

Coordination centre (JCC) in Erbil, alongside other UN agencies and line ministry members. 
 

Humanitarian Strategy 
Strategic priorities under the 2016 UN Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) are to: reach as many people in need as possible; give 
options to families to live in Iraq with dignity; support voluntary, safe and dignified returns; bridge critical gaps in social protection; 
and help people affected by violence to recover from trauma. UNICEF prioritizes the health, protection and education of children 
and families. Through support to the Ministry of Health (MoH), UNICEF strengthens health and nutrition services for children under 
5 years old and mothers; and with the Ministry of Public Works and Municipalities (MPWM) and the Ministry of Municipalities and 
Tourism (MMT) works to support provision of water, sanitation and hygiene services. With the Ministry of Education (MoE), UNICEF 
helps improve access to education for children aged 6 to 17 years old. In collaboration with the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs 
(MoLSA), UNICEF works to protect and uphold children’s rights at policy level, and on the ground through support to social workers 
and provision of Child- and Youth-Friendly Spaces and services. In Iraq UNICEF also supports child-focused cash transfers to provide 
temporary support to vulnerable families in meeting their daily needs, including the hidden costs of schooling. UNICEF and WFP 
support newly-displaced populations in transit with life-saving and dignity-raising kits that arrive within 72 hours of the Rapid 
Response Mechanism being triggered. Within the 2016 HRP, UNICEF appeals for USD$101 million to continue supporting critical 
services in support of displaced Iraqis and host communities.  
 

Summary Analysis of Programme response  

Water Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

Since the beginning of the year, UNICEF has supported improved access of WASH services to 361,776 IDPs across Iraq including safe 
water for more than 156,805 IDPs; improved access to sanitation for over 24,652 IDPs; improved access to hygiene items and 
improved key hygiene practices for over 361,776 IDPs.   The WASH program has a 45 percent funding gap as of the end of April 2016.  
 
The influx of IDPs into Makhmour district continued during April with roughly 6,000 IDPs settled in Debaga. UNICEF through its 
partner Danish Refugee Council (DRC) continued its services to approximately 300 of these individuals settled in the Sports Stadium 
in Erbil, with provision of safe water through water trucking, in addition to provision of hygiene kits, garbage collection and sanitation 
services. In Sulaymaniyah, UNICEF in partnership with various NGOs is ensuring provision of comprehensive WASH services to 18,439 
IDPs in Ashti, Arbat and Qoratu IDP camps. Moreover UNICEF has been providing water to 6,328 IDPs residing in Al Wand 1 camp, 
while the Directorate of Municipality has been engaged in maintenance of WASH facilities and garbage collection in Laylan camp. 
 
In April, UNICEF continued to provide complete WASH services to more than 180,000 IDPs (in camp and non-camp locations) in 
Dahuk and Zakho through operation and maintenance of existing WASH facilities, solid waste management, hygiene promotion, 
kits distribution, and water trucking in Khanke, Berseve II, Bajid Kandala I & II and Garmawa IDP camps and non-camp locations. A 
total of 37,046 hygiene kits were distributed benefitting 219,863 individuals in Baghdad, Basra, Kirkuk and Erbil. The beneficiaries 
included 56,386 individuals who received hygiene kits for the first time. UNICEF has provided water purification supplies and 

                                                        
1 International Organisation for Migration (IOM) Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) Round XXXXIV (44th Round), April 2016 

Number of Families by District of Displacement, IOM DTM (April 28, 2016) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Map of IDP families by location of displacement as of March 2016   
Source: IOM DTM, March 2016 



equipment to Missan, Muthanna, Diwaniya and Thi-Qar governorates to help reduce the risk of possible cholera outbreak. About 
100,436 people (51,222 male and 49,214 female) will benefit from these items.  
 
Continued military operations in Heet and Kubaisa resulted in increased displacements of families in Anbar Governorate, particularly 
to Al Wafaa and Kilo 18 transit sites, Ramadi District. In response to concerns over humanitarian conditions in these sites, two inter 
agency/inter-cluster missions were undertaken during April. Based on recommendations from the mission WASH services were 
improved in terms of; installation of a Reverse Osmosis Unit to improve drinking water supply; installation and rearranging of 
sanitation facilities to ensure functionality and sufficient coverage; cleaning and maintenance of sanitation facilities, and increased 
hygiene promotion.  
 

Education 

Education services require consistent investment to ensure that children’s learning is not interrupted. There is a need for upgrades 
of existing facilities and provision of additional learning space for existing and newly enrolled children. In IDP camps, the number of 
spaces for children is insufficient, resulting in overcrowding.  In this context, UNICEF provided 45 prefabricated classrooms in IDP 
schools in Dahuk upgrading the old tented facilities, benefitting 10,498 boys and 9,722 girls. In Sulaymaniyah 38 IDP schools were 
provided 304 science, maths and recreation kits benefiting 10,800 boys and 9,317 girls. In Dahuk, UNICEF provided learning and 
recreational material to 68 camp and non-camp schools benefiting 19,062 boys and 18,014 girls, while in the southern governorates 
of Basra and Diwaniya 28,358 children from 69 IDP and host community schools received educational supplies including teachers 
and student kits, school bags, recreation kits and first aid kits.  
 
As part of ongoing efforts to address the lack of qualified teachers, UNICEF provided teacher training on English and Mathematics 
to 205 female and 45 male teachers in 5 governorates in the South. Another 500 teachers from southern governorates and 185 from 
northern governorate of Kirkuk took part in training workshops to improve their knowledge and skills on psychosocial support. In 
order to improve the quality of learning in schools, UNICEF organized a one day ‘Training of Trainers’ (ToT) for 19 Ministry of 
Education (MoE) staff, including teachers from refugee schools, on using non-traditional methods of learning including LEGO bricks 
as teaching aids. Participants will cascade their new knowledge to train further teachers in 25 target schools who will receive LEGO 
learning boxes. Prefabricated schools were constructed in Erbil, Dohuk, and Sulaymaniyah and Kirkuk governorates, which will 
accommodate up to 4,000 out of school children in total. 

 

Health and Nutrition 
UNICEF, in coordination with the World Health Organisation (WHO) and the Ministry of Health (MoH), supported Nationwide Polio 
Immunization Days (NPID) between 3 and 7 April 2016, with planning, social mobilization, training of vaccinators and supervisors, 
cold-chain support and logistics. Preliminary results show that over 5.4 million boys and girls were immunized (89.4 percent 
coverage). Final results, including the number of IDP children reached, are under preparation by the MoH at time of reporting. 
Routine immunization against measles was supported covering all camp and non-camp locations, with 635 under 5 year old children 
immunized by the end of April. Routine growth monitoring and nutrition screening reached 1,297 children. New-born care services 
were supported throughout the country. More attention was given to targeting most vulnerable populations in accessible areas of 
Anbar, Baghdad, Dahuk, Basra, Salah al Din and Erbil (Makhmour/Debaga). UNICEF continued supporting new-born care services, 
reaching 48 new-borns with new-born care visits and related services at hospitals. 

A meeting for implementation of the “Iraq Marketing Code and Distribution of Breastmilk Substitutes” was held in Basra to reactivate 
promotion of breastfeeding for infant and young child health. In the course of the month, UNICEF supported a symposium on the 
same issue in Erbil, followed by a review meeting on nutrition interventions in the KRI.  

Children Playing with LEGO material, Nabi Yunis IDP camp, Baghdad ©UNICEF/Iraq/2015/Khuzaie 



Child Protection 

During April, UNICEF supported 4,213 children (Girls: 2,282 and Boys: 1,931) to child protection services. Psychosocial services were 
provided to 3,972 newly-registered IDP children (G: 2,168 and B: 1,804). Specialized child protection services were provided to 236 
IDP children (G: 113 and B: 123) and 5 unaccompanied and separated children (G: 1, B: 4) were helped with Family Tracing, 
reunification or alternative care services. Fourteen reports of grave violations against child rights were verified in April, affecting 22 
children (G: 11 and B: 11). Sixteen violations affecting 49 children (B: 5 and G: 5 and 39 sex unknown) were reported, but could not 
yet be verified. Due to limited access to conflict-affected areas, gathering information about child rights violations is challenging and 
time-consuming. UNICEF worked with the Department of Mine Action (DMA) to deliver Mine- and Improvised Explosive Device 
(IED)-risk education to 5,155 individuals in Al Wafaa area (Abu Jeer and Jabha), Ramadi district, and Anbar governorate.  These 
individuals included 3,780 children (G: 2,027 and B: 1,753) and 1,375 adults (W: 789 and M; 586)  
 
Revised Inter-Agency Case Management Standard Operating Procedures (SoPs) and updated service mapping has been validated 
and endorsed by Child Protection partners. It is a significant milestone in improving quality of service for children in emergency 
situations. As part of developing response for Unaccompanied and Separated Children (UASC), 38 child protection staff from 
government and NGOs attended a three-day ‘lessons learned’ workshop on Child Protection Response to UASC. Participants agreed 
on improvement in existing services that will be addressed in the Preparedness and Response contingency planning. 28 social 
workers and volunteers attended a workshop on strengthening the ‘parasocial workforce’ curriculum, a course piloted in 2015 by 
UNICEF and a university in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq to improve the number of social workers in the region and to develop their 
child protection knowledge, including Child Protection in emergency response. The workshop helped to reach a consensus on the 
contents of curriculum. 

Cash Assistance 

UNICEF has provided cash assistance to identified vulnerable populations in Iraq since December 2014 in close cooperation with the 
regional authorities, with whom accountability and monitoring systems were set up to ensure that distribution and beneficiary 
selection is according to standard and agreed criteria. No cash assistance activities for IDPs took place in April 2016. Cash Transfers 
support vulnerable Iraqis to meet their own needs in a dignified manner, and help to provide access to food and shelter. In 2016, 
UNICEF aims to reach approximately 14,600 households with child-focused cash transfer. 

 

Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) 

In April, the RRM Consortium co-led by UNICEF and the World Food Programme (WFP) distributed 8,958 RRM kits as an immediate 
response benefiting 62,706 vulnerable people newly displaced by conflict. The majority of families were in 13 hard-to-reach locations 
in Anbar and Salah Al-Din governorates where these IDPs were provided 7,938 RRM kits. Kits consist of 12 kg immediate response 
food ration from WFP, a hygiene kit with various supplies to last a family a week, 18 litres of bottled drinking water and a water 
container; where possible, they also include UNFPA’s ‘dignity kit’ which contains items to support women.  The RRM Consortium of 
UN agencies (UNICEF, UNFPA, WFP) and 7 NGO partners (ACTED, Danish Refugee Council, Norwegian Refugee Council, National 
Institute for Human Rights, Rebuild Iraq Recruitment Programme, Save the Children, and Women Empowerment 
Organization) covers areas almost all across Iraq with identified lead and back-up responders.  
 

Communications for Development (C4D)  
World Immunization Week (WIW) was celebrated from 24-30 April in Kirkuk and KRI. The theme for 2016 was to draw the world’s 
attention to the critical importance of reaching vulnerable people living in conflict situations or in the wake of emergencies. Activities 
to commemorate WIW were organized by MoH/DoH supported by UNICEF and the World Health Organisation (WHO), and included 
routine immunization in 6 camps (3 in Dahuk, 1 camp in Sulaymaniyah, and 2 camps in Erbil).  A four-page MoH Information Booklet 
was developed with inputs from UNICEF and WHO on vaccine preventable diseases and immunization schedule for families with 
under 5 children and distributed at PHCs.  Communication materials including posters and banners announcing World Immunization 
Week were disseminated throughout the four governorates (Kirkuk, Sulaymaniyah, Erbil and Dahuk). 
 

Supply and Logistics  
UNICEF Iraq dispatched IDP relief items to government counterparts and non-governmental partners with a total value of nearly 
US$ 6.32 million since the beginning of the year (of which more than $2.2 million in April 2016 alone) and the total amount of ordered 
supplies for the IDP response was $2.05 million (of which $16,000 in April 2016).  Since the start of the year, emergency items 
accounted for 25 percent of the aggregated dispatched relief items such as winter clothes ($480,000) which served over 12,300 
children between 12 months to 12 years old. Hygiene kits (total value $488,000) were dispatched to reach 532,104 individuals (88,684 
families). Education supplies accounted for 24 per cent of the aggregated dispatches. 
 

Media and External Communication  

In April, External Communications continued to highlight the situation of children, women, and families affected by violence in 
Iraq, conducting interviews with Reuters, Nederlands Dagblad, and NPR. In order to provide visibility to UNICEF programmes, 
partners, and donors working in the emergency response, six human interest stories were published on digital platforms, while 
76 posts on UNICEF Iraq social media pages generated more than 373,000 views. In addition, External Communications launched a 
'Portal' in Harsham Camp, using immersive audio-video technology to connect displaced children and youth in Iraq with children, 
youth and teachers on the campus of Yale University in New Haven, USA. 

 



Security 
During the reporting period, the overall security situation in Iraq reflected growing complexity, exacerbated by ongoing political 
events in Baghdad where demonstrators entered through the perimeter of the Green Zone and reached the premises of the Council 
of Representatives. The crowd later dispersed without any significant violence and left the Green Zone after 24 hours. In Anbar 
Governorate, the city of Heet was reportedly recaptured from ISIS control. The Anbar government continues to stop IDPs from 
returning to Ramadi due to hazards of explosives still in place. Notwithstanding the security challenges throughout the country, 
UNICEF missions and activities continued, notably, in Anbar and Salah Ad Din governorate as well as the Makhmour area. 
 

Funding as of 30 April 2016 

Sector 

2016 HAC Requirement 
(US$) 

Funds Received* 
as of 30.04.2016   

Funding gap 

a b c(a-b) percent 

Health and Nutrition 17,762,000 2,073,057 15,688,943 88% 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 19,000,000 10,378,793 8,621,207 45% 

Child Protection 12,000,000 7,095,579 4,904,421 41% 

Education  34,560,000 8,065,420 26,494,580 77% 

Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) 10,500,000 0 10,500,000 100% 

Cash Transfer 7,369,212 0 7,369,212 100% 

Total 101,191,212 27,612,848 73,578,364 73% 

Carry Forward** 52,019,959     

Unallocated**** 9,196     

Total Funds Available*** 101,191,212 79,642,004 21,558,405 21% 
*Note funded amounts includes HQ Cost Recovery & CO Cross Sectoral Costs ** Carry forward figure is programmable balance as of 31 
December 2015 for IDP Response. *** Total funding available includes total funds received against current appeal plus carry-forward. As of 30 
April 2016, UNICEF had received 27 per cent, or US$27.6 million, of the US$101 million 2016 appeal, in addition to US$52,019,959 carried 
forward from 2015. ****US$ 9,196 thematic funds SM149910 reserved for overall coordination including salaries for Emergency Response.                                                                                                                                      

 

Next SitRep: 17 June 2016 
UNICEF Iraq Country Office Official Website: http://www.unicef.org/iraq/  
UNICEF Iraq Country Office Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/unicefiraq  
Humanitarian Response for Iraq: http://www.humanitarianresponse.info/operations/iraq  

 
 

Disclaimer: This report is based on information received from various internal and open sources. With the exception of the UNICEF Programme 
Update, not all information could be independently verified and as such, the report does not reflect the opinion or position of UNICEF. This report is 
intended for informational purposes and is not an official document. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Who to contact 
for further 
information: 

Peter Hawkins 
UNICEF Representative 
Iraq Country Office, 
Tel: +964 780 920 8636 
Email: phawkins@unicef.org 

Jeffrey Bates 
Chief of Communications 
Iraq Country Office, 
Tel: +964 780 196 4524 
Email: JBates@unicef.org 

http://www.unicef.org/iraq/
https://www.facebook.com/unicefiraq
http://www.humanitarianresponse.info/operations/iraq


Annex A 

SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME 
RESULTS (January to April 2016) 

Cluster 
Target 

 

Cluster 
Results 

(30.04.16) 
  

Change 
since 
last 

Report 

UNICEF 
Target 

UNICEF 
Results 

(30.04.16) 
  

Change 
since last 

Report 

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE - 2016 Needs: 6.6 million people 

Emergency affected populations with access to 
a sufficient safe water supply  

2,372,430 376,378 95,514 832,130 156,805 13,341 

Emergency affected populations with access to 
functional latrines 

910,937 36,347 10,627 495,437 24,652 14,001 

IDPs receiving hygiene kits or other hygiene 
supplies 

1,480,868 435,185 106,960 336,393 361,776 56,386 

EDUCATION - 2016 Needs: 3.3 million school-age children 

School-aged children reached through 

temporary learning spaces (pre-fab) 
45,000 32,741 9,115 22,000 27,915 5,869 

Teachers and education personnel receiving 
training on EiE and / or PSS and / or Pedagogy 

8,300 2,283 964 5,000 1,743 832 

Boys and girls receiving educational supplies 
and / or teaching learning material [1] 

615,000 179,159 120,549 550,000 173,490 116,845 

CHILD PROTECTION - 2016 Needs: 3.6 million children under 18  

Grave child rights violations verified 250 61 14 250 61 14 

Children receiving specialized child protection 
services (reunification, alternative or specialized 
care and services) 

30,000 5,349 1,366 28,559 1,064 241 

Children participating in structured, sustained, 
resilience or psychosocial support programmes  

150,000 16,935 8,124 131,000 12,215 3,972 

Women and girls receiving GBV services at 
women centers/mobile teams  

12,000 0 0 12,000 0 0 

HEALTH - 2016 Needs: 5.6 million children under 5 

Newborn babies of conflict-affected families 
benefitting from newborn home services 

  
 

80,800 164 31 

Under 1 year old children vaccinated against 
measles through routine immunization 

  
 

84,000 3,036 106 

Children 0 - 59 months vaccinated against Polio 
in crises affected areas through campaigns[2] 

  
  
  
 

IDP:561,000 
IDP: 

194,887 
IDP: 0 

Host 
Community: 

5,200,000 

Host:  
5,491,267 

Host: 0 

NUTRITION - 2016 Needs: 5.6 million children under 5 

u5 Children provided with access to Nutrition 
services (growth monitoring, nutrition 
screening)  

  
 
  

IDP: 64,000 IDP: 7,777 IDP: 2,310 

Host: 
320,000 

Host: 915 0 

Targeted mothers of children 0-23 months with 
access to IYCF counselling for appropriate 
feeding 

  
  
  

32,000 2762 1297 

RAPID RESPONSE - 2016 Needs: 2.1 million vulnerable people   

Vulnerable people newly displaced by conflict 
receiving RRM kits within 72 hours of trigger for 
response 

  
  

2,000,000 495,817 62,706 

SOCIAL PROTECTION - 2016 Needs: 2.8 million vulnerable people (466,000 households)  

Most vulnerable households receiving cash 
assistance 

  
  

14,655 0 0 

[1] Target figure report in Jan/Feb 2016 was incorrect due to budget miscalculation. Original HAC target has been re-entered, therefore no 
changes have been made to any figures from the Iraq HAC 

[2] At time of reporting, the MoH is finalising polio results from the April 2016 campaign. Figures remain as of March 2016 sitrep until data is 
confirmed. 
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