
 
 

 

HUMANITARIAN NEEDS 
 

The 2011 Floods Multi-
Sector Needs Assessment 
indicates that this year’s 
monsoon rains and 
ensuing flooding have left 
more than 2.4 million 
children and 1.2 million 
women vulnerable and 
exposed, lacking access 
to safe drinking water, 
sanitation, health care, 
proper nutrition, education 
and protection. 
 
The Government of 

Pakistan reports that nearly 75% of the displaced families have 
returned to within three kilometres of their homes - to damaged 
homes, means of livelihood and limited or non-existent basic social 
service infrastructure. Returning families, and those remaining in 
overcrowded camps and settlements, still face grave risks of water, 
sanitation and hygiene related disease outbreaks, such as diarrhoea, 
cholera and malaria. Serious humanitarian needs remain in every 
sector. 
 
Education: Providing a sense of normalcy to the lives of 
children 

 

Large scale destruction of school facilities has pushed 733,575 

children out of school; (693,750 children in Sindh and 39,825 

children in Balochistan.) Some 9,780 schools are reported as 

damaged in Sindh and Balochistan, or 63% of the schools in the 

flood affected areas. In some severely affected districts the damage 

is much higher; e.g. in Badin, 70% of schools are damaged while in 

Mirpurkhas, 75% of schools are damaged. 

 

As the flood waters recede and the displaced population returns to 

their home areas, restoration of education services is a priority for 

UNICEF and partners, with Temporary Learning Centres following 

the returnees from the temporary settlements to their home 

communities. The emergency situation offers an opportunity to 

simultaneously reach those who left school because of flooding, and 

those who were already out of school but joined a Temporary 

Learning Centre after being displaced. These children need 

assistance to continue learning in a safe, gender friendly and 

learner-centred environment near their homes. 
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SITUATION 
OVERVIEW 
 
Sindh: 

 4.8 million affected, of 
which 2.4 million are 
children and 1.2 million 
women.  

 57% of affected villages 
are still flooded and 
expecting to take 
several weeks to clear. 

 Communities reported 
that the most affected 
and in need of 
assistance are the poor 
(40%), especially 
children (21%) and 
women (17%).  

 46% of the health 
facilities were damaged 
by the floods. 

 Breast feeding 
frequency reduced 
from 5 to 4 times a day 
in flood affected areas. 

 Open pit latrine use 
decreased roughly by 
10% and open 
defecation increased by 
11-17%, increasing 
exposure to disease.  

 Over 733,000 children 
were pushed out of 
school due to the 
impact of floods and  

 60% of the schools 
have been damaged. 

 
Balochistan: 

 In Balochistan 0.3 
million people are 
affected. 
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A grandmother takes care of her two 
grandchildren in a tent village for flood 
affected people in Pangrio.  
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A reluctant toddler receives a polio vaccination at a 
relief camp in Tando Adam. 

UNICEF RESPONSE  
 

UNICEF and partners are now reaching thousands of 

families with life-saving assistance but require 

additional resources in order to deliver at scale.  

 

Health 
 Delivery of maternal, new born and child health 

services, including antenatal and postnatal care, 

assisted deliveries and counselling sessions, 

continued through health facilities providing 

around the clock services in seven priority 

districts.  

 UNICEF has reached its target for polio 

vaccination with over one million children 

vaccinated. UNICEF has reached 84% of its 

target for measles vaccination, reaching over 

639,600 children. 

 6,709 UNICEF-supported Lady Health Workers 

continue to provide two health education sessions 

per week in eight districts. To date, 409,938 

women have been reached with key health 

messages covering treatment of malnutrition 

cases and common yet killer illnesses including 

diarrhoea, malaria and pneumonia. Over 1.18 

million women are expected to be reached over a 

period of three months. 

 Phase two of the Mother and Child Health Week 

was conducted in seven priority flood affected 

districts from 14 -19 November reaching: 238,500 

children with oral polio vaccines; 382,600 children 

with de-worming medicine; and 433,460 

caregivers of young children through 27,940 

health education sessions. In addition, 188,290 

soaps were distributed to families of children 

under the age of five and, over 4 million water 

purification tablets were distributed to families. 

 
Nutrition 
 A total of 62 Outpatient Therapeutic Feeding 

Programmes (OTP) have been established in 

severely affected districts providing nutrition 

services. This is an addition of three sites over the 

past week. The new sites are in addition to the 

454 sites established in Sindh in response to the 

2010 flood disaster, and still operational. 

 The number of children and pregnant and 

lactating women reached with life-saving nutrition 

services is increasing. To date, out of the 274,619 

children screened, 15,760 children have been 

admitted into OTP as severely malnourished and 

31,273 children have been admitted into WFP-

supported Supplementary Feeding Programmes 

(SFP) as moderately malnourished. This is an 

addition of 4,762 malnourished children receiving 

nutrition services in the past week. Also, 14,379 

malnourished pregnant and lactating women have 

been enrolled in SFP.  

 Over 93,000 women have been reached with 

messages on the importance of exclusive 

breastfeeding, early initiation of breastfeeding, 

and timely and age appropriate complementary 

foods for children, through 6,415 infant and young 

child feeding sessions. This is an addition of 

13,400 women reached in the past week.   

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 
 Water is currently being provided to 843,600 

people, including 423,100 children, through water 

trucking, household water treatment and 

installation of hand pumps. This is an addition of 

over 135,600 people reached in the past week. 

Water trucking is gradually being scaled down as 

people return back to their home areas; funding is 

needed to rehabilitate and purify their water 

supplies and sources.   

 Hygiene sessions have thus far reached over one 

million people in eight districts, an addition of 

nearly 150,000 people over the past week. 
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Children attend a Temporary Learning Centre in a 
flood affected area of Sindh. 

 4.5 million water purification tablets and 1.7 

million water purification sachets have been 

distributed for household water treatment in return 

areas. The people receiving these tablets and 

sachets are informed about the benefits of using 

these water treatment options and given practical 

demonstrations on how to use them.   

 Over 13,200 temporary latrines have been 

constructed benefitting 372,170 people, including 

189,800 children. This is an addition of 56,000 

people reached in the past week. 

 86 bladder tanks (ranging from 1,500-5,000 litre 

capacity) and 65 water tanks (1,100 litre capacity) 

have been installed in camps and settlements in 

the flood affected districts. Additional water tanks 

are being installed in Temporary Learning 

Centres, Protective, Learning and Community 

Emergency Service spaces and health facilities.  

 

 

Education 
 Some 65,160 children (45% girls and 55% boys) 

are currently attending classes in 1,407 UNICEF 

Temporary Learning Centres in the flood affected 

areas in Sindh. This is an increase of 2,775 

children enrolled and 70 Temporary Learning 

Centres established in the past week. 43% of the 

children have never attended class before.  

 In Balochistan, some 5,700 children (including 

1,250 girls) are attending classes in 40 UNICEF 

Temporary Learning Centres. UNICEF education 

supplies have been distributed to over 21,000 

children in 352 affected schools in Balochistan. 

 1,870 teachers (35% female teachers and 65% 

male teachers) have been trained to date on 

classroom management, usage of UNICEF school 

kits, psychosocial support and hygiene education.  

 
Child Protection 
 A total of 67,119 children (29,691 girls and 37,428 

boys) and 22,630 women are currently engaged 

in psychosocial, recreation and learning activities 

in PLaCES (Protective, Learning and Community 

Emergency Services). This is an addition of 

14,900 children reached in the past week. Over 

the week, 44 additional PLaCES have been 

established, bringing the total number established 

to 248 PLaCES.  

 A total of 95 Child Protection Committees linked 

to PLaCES (with 2,310 female and male 

community volunteers) are functioning and have 

received basic orientation in identification and 

monitoring of vulnerable children and women. 

 Messages on key child protection issues have 

reached 29,631 people, with a focus on abuse, 

prevention of separation, trafficking, early 

marriage, birth registration and risk awareness of 

landmines/unexploded ordnance. 

 

Funding 

Within the Pakistan Rapid Response Plan for the 

2011 Floods, UNICEF requires US$50.3 million to 

cover the immediate needs of children and women for 

six months (until March 2012). A revision of the 

Pakistan Response Plan, including the UNICEF 

component, is in process. To date, UNICEF has 

received US$ 15.57 million; a funding gap of 69% 

remains. In the past week, US$ 843,000 was received 

in contributions.  

 
UNICEF wishes to thank all the donors that have 
provided support to the humanitarian work in the flood 
affected areas - Australia, Canada, the Central 
Emergency Relief Fund, Estonia, Finland, Hungary, 
Italy, Japan, Norway, Spain, and the National 
Committees for UNICEF in Canada, Finland, France, 
Germany, Poland, Turkey, the United Kingdom and 
the United States. We remain available for any 
additional information whether on the impact of 
UNICEF’s work or the immediate priorities going 
forward.  

For more information contact: 
Dan Rohrmann, Representative – drohrmann@unicef.org, tel: (+92) 51 209 7700 

Karen Allen, Deputy Representative, kallen@unicef.org, tel: (+92) 300 500 2588 

Kristen Elsby, Chief of Advocacy and Communication, kelsby@unicef.org, tel: (+92) 300 500 2595 

Lóa Magnúsdóttir, Resource Mobilization Specialist, lmagnusdottir@unicef.org, tel. (+92) 345 500 3620 
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