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Planning figure: 300,000 refugees. See Annex 1 for further details 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS SitRep #15 – Reporting Period 15 July – 15 August 2014 
 

 
189,327 South Sudanese 

refugees arrived in Ethiopia since 
15 December - 90% are women 
and children (UNHCR, 15 August 2014) 
 

112,193 children are 

vaccinated against measles  

 
 

94,282 children under 15 years 

have received oral polio vaccine  
 

 

US$42.3 million – 2014 

UNICEF Humanitarian Funding 
needs US$42.3 million (US$18.5 
million for South Sudan refugee 
response), US$10.1 million 
received  

Highlights: 
 
 As of 15 August, 189,327 South Sudanese asylum seekers have arrived 

in Gambella Region of Ethiopia. Over 90 per cent of the new arrivals are 
women and children and almost 68 percent are children. The current daily 
average arrival rate is 800. UNHCR estimates that 300,000 refugees will 
seek asylum in Ethiopia by end of 2014. 
 

 Heavy rains have affected the operations of the refugee camps in 
Leitchour and Nib Nib and the entry points in Matar and Pagak. The two 
camps are hosting over 60,000 refugees, most of whom are now 
displaced by the floods. Partners have conducted a rapid assessment and 
are developing a response plan for the displaced refugees. 
 

 The first round of the oral cholera vaccination (OCV) campaign has been 
completed in all the refugee camps and surrounding host communities 
reaching a total of 114,416 people.  
 

 UNICEF is partnering with UNHCR and ARRA in the campaign to enrol 
30,000 refugee children to school when the academic years starts in 
September 2014. 

 

 

Indicators (Key result per 
sector) 

UNICEF & Partners 

UNICEF target (#) 
Cumulative 
results (#) 

WASH: # of target population 
provided with access to water 
as per agreed standards  

150,000 51,167 

Nutrition: # of children 6 
months - 5 years who have 
received Vitamin A 
supplementation 

64,400 48,040 

Health: # of children 6 
months-15 years vaccinated 
against measles   

175,000 112,193 

Education: # of children aged 
3 to 14 years accessing 
learning and recreational 
materials 

20,000 13,274 

Child Protection: # of 
children 3 to 14 years who 
have access to psychological 
support informal 
education/recreation in child 
friendly spaces 
 

20,000 2,335 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

South Sudanese refugee children in a makeshift school class supported by SC and UNICEF                           
© UNICEF Ethiopia/2014/Ayene 
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1. Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  

The security situation in South Sudan continues to be fragile with an estimated 1.3 million people internally displaced and 
448,000 seeking asylum in neighbouring countries. According to OCHA, 579,700 and 193,700 people are internally 
displaced in Jonglei and Upper Nile states which border Ethiopia. 
 
A total of 189,327 South Sudanese have sought refuge in Gambella Region, Ethiopia from 15 January 2013 to 15 August 
2014.  Over 90 per cent of the refugees are women and almost 68 percent are children under 18 years old. Out of these 
new arrivals, 154,678 refugees have been relocated into camps while 19,468 refugees are waiting at Matar transiting centre 
and Pagak entry points for relocation after Level 1 registration. The majority of the new refugees have arrived through 
Pagak (93,490 or 50 per cent), Burubei (44,446 or 24 per cent) and Akobo (39,982 or 21 per cent) entry points. The refugees 
are citing insecurity and the poor food security situation as the main reason for seeking asylum in Ethiopia. 
 
The Administration for Refugees and Returnee Affairs (ARRA) and UNHCR have secured a new refugee camp called Nib 
Nib in Jikawo woreda which is located near Leitchour refugee camp. The other three camps in the Gambella (Tierkidi, Kule 
and Leitchor) have already reached their full capacity. 
 
The South Sudanese refugees are all hosted in Gambella Region, one of the least developed regions in Ethiopia. With a 
total Ethiopian population of 350,000, Gambella now hosts over 251,000 refugees from South Sudan (includes the 62,500 
refugees who arrived pre-15 December). The new refugees, mostly Nuer, are being hosted in a region with a delicate ethnic 
balance of Anuak and Nuer. It is therefore paramount that response factors in the needs of host community given the 
additional pressure on the basic social services and infrastructure.  
 
Following heavy rains, the Leitchor refugee camp and the newly established Nib Nib refugee camps have been flooded for 
the last two weeks. Consequently, a significant number of the 47,500 refugees in Leitchor have been displaced and some 
are seeking alternative shelter with host community. With the flooding, partners are conducting a rapid assessment and 
developing a response plan to prevent disease outbreak in the two locations. While the Government of Ethiopia has 
maintained an open door policy to the South Sudan refugees, the timely allocation of suitable land for the camp 
establishment remains a major constraint to long term planning of the refugee response. UNHCR is engaging the Federal 
and Regional government for suitable land for new camps. UNHCR proposed Okugu refugee camp, located in Dima woreda 
(district) of Gambella Region, for extension to accommodate an additional approximately 35,000 refugees. However, this 
proposal is not yet implemented pending discussions with refugees and NGO partners. 
 
During this rainy season, activities for prevention of water borne diseases are being accelerated. The second round of the 
oral cholera vaccination supported by MSF-France is ongoing in the camps and also among the host community. 
 
Partners in education sector have developed an action plan to enrol 30,000 children into schools when the academic year 
starts in September 2014. The plan includes establishment of temporary learning spaces, teachers training and provision 
of school materials, including uniform for school children. UNICEF is one of the key partners providing technical support for 
the teachers training and provision of supplies including classroom tents and classroom materials. 
 
Requirements in the the Inter-agency South Sudan Refugee Emergency Revised Regional Response Plan for Ethiopia is 
only 31 per cent funded. Funding and identification of suitable land for the camps remain the most significant challenges 
for the refugee response. 
 
 

2. Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  

With the coordination of the response for the refugee population led by ARRA and UNHCR, UNICEF and its partners 
continue to support the emergency response to South Sudanese refugees for the provision of health care, nutrition, water, 
sanitation, education and child protection services.  At the same time UNICEF is spearheading the coordination of 
emergency response in the host community specifically in WASH, education, nutrition and child protection. 
 

3. Humanitarian Strategy: Prepositioning and Partnerships 

UNICEF has developed an integrated emergency response strategy for both refugees and host communities in Gambella 
Region. The three pronged strategy includes support to UNHCR in the coordination, technical assistance and provision of 
basic social services in the refugee camps, support to the host community at the entry points and in the proximity of the 
refugee camps, and support to the host communities in the other areas that are not directly affected by the refugee crisis 
as a part of a conflict prevention strategy.  
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In the South Sudanese emergency response in Gambella, UNICEF provides support to UNHCR as defined in the 
Memorandum of Understanding between the two agencies in 2013. UNICEF has seconded WASH, education, child 
protection, and nutrition specialists and a Health/Expended Programme on Immunisation (EPI) officer to UNHCR to support 
the situation monitoring, coordination of sectoral emergency response, to spearhead the programmes and to provide 
technical guidance to the Government and partners in implementing programmes according to agreed standards. 
 
UNICEF has prepositioned emergency supplies in Gambella and Benishangul-Gumuz regions to support a timely response 
to the acute emergency needs of refugees and vulnerable host communities in WASH, nutrition, health, education and child 
protection sectors in partnership with regional governments, ARRA, UNHCR, and NGOs. 
 
 
 

4. Summary Analysis of Programme Response  

Health 
The Gambella Regional Health Bureau (RHB) with support from ARRA, UNHCR, MSF-France, WHO and UNICEF completed 
the first round of the oral cholera vaccination (OCV) campaign in all the refugee camps and surrounding host communities. A 
total of 114,416 people were vaccinated which is 60 per cent of the target population (191,218 people). Health partners are 
currently reviewing the main reasons for the low coverage and they are planning to find a way to address the issue during the 
second round scheduled to start 15 August 2014.  
 
Since January 2014, 112,193 children between the ages of 6 months to 15 years have been vaccinated against measles while 
94,282 children under 15 years have received oral polio vaccine in Burubei, Pagak and Akobo entry points and Kule, Tierkidi 
and Leitchour refugee camps. 
 
While malaria cases are increasing in all camps, bed nets continue to be distributed with the support of UNICEF; as of 15 
August, a total of 56,439 long lasting insecticide treated bed nets have been distributed in the refugee camps. As prevention 
measures to control malaria outbreak, the fourth and final round of outdoor chemical spray was completed - in total 3,675 
selected larval sites in all the refugee camps were targeted.  

 

WASH 
The two emergency water treatment systems which UNICEF established in Akobo (operated by ZOA) continue to supply 
safe drinking water to the refugees at this entry point. In addition, to support the water trucking in all refugee camps, which 
is the only way to provide clean water, UNICEF has since January 2014 constructed a number of shallow wells (6 in 
Leitchour, 5 hand pump and one motorized well in Pagak). To achieve the minimum water utilization level per day 
(20liter/day/person) remains a challenge. Tierkidi and Kule have water access levels of 12l/p/day while Leitchour remains 
low at 10.4l/p/d. The permanent water distribution line construction is still in progress.  
 
A team of Integrated Community Outreach Agents (COAs) comprised of health, nutrition and WASH and decentralised by 
camp block have intensified house-to-house delivery of hygiene messages. They are working alongside Hygiene 
Community Outreach Agents (HCOAs) who are focusing on environmental hygiene and latrine cleanliness in all the 

camps.      
 

Nutrition 
Routine nutrition activities, including targeted supplementary feeding programme (OTP), outpatient therapeutic feeding 
programme (OTP), stabilisation centres and baby friendly spaces, are ongoing at all nutrition centres in Kule, Tierkidi and 
Leitchor camps.  
 
During the reporting period, there was an observed improvement in non-respondent rate and referral in OTP in Leitchour 
camp, while the defaulter rate increased from 0 per cent to 11.3 per cent but was within the recommended sphere standards 
of <15 per cent. The cure rate had a 0.2 per cent decrease, and but remained below (71.7 per cent) the sphere standards.  
 
The performance indicators, including cure rate, death rate and defaulter rate, were within the recommended sphere 
standards in both Targeted supplementary feeding programmes (TSFP) and OTP in Tierkidi camp. The cure rate for TSFP 
remained above 97 per cent, while that of OTP improved from 85 per cent to 87 per cent. The defaulter rate in OTP improved 
from 14.1 per cent to 10.8 per cent which was a remarkable improvement.  The defaulter rate in TSFP slightly increased 
from 2.1 per cent to 3 per cent. 
 

Child Protection  
Since January 2014, UNICEF and partners have reached 2,335 children and adolescents with essential child protection 
services, including psychosocial support, case management and referrals.  
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Education 
During the reporting period, a three-day training was carried out for 56 teachers and caregivers in Leitchour (21) and Kule 
(35) camps. The training aims to equip the participants with relevant skills to handle young children in and outside the 
classrooms as well as to identify children with difficulties and refer them to the psychosocial unit.  

As of August 2014, UNICEF and partners have reached 13,274 pre-school aged and primary-school aged children and 
primary children with access to education including supplies. Since January 2014, total of 113 teachers and caregivers 
have been trained to provide education in emergencies.  

Communication for Development 
More than 5,000 posters on acute watery diarrhoea (AWD) prevention (signs of AWD, hand washing after using the toilet 
and only drinking clean and treated water, all in one poster) and 20,000 leaflets on similar messages were printed and are 
awaiting for distribution to all refugee camps and health facilities in the region.  

As part of the awareness creation strategy, UNICEF is supporting the road show on hand washing with soap - a weekly 
activity in coordination with different organizations - using the UNICEF provided mini media system. The weekly activity 
targets 10,000 people to wash their hands with soap while reaching many more in the camp with similar messages.  
 

Media and External Relations 
In the month of August, the Country Office hosted the US Fund for UNICEF who were among the first to provide support 
for the refugee response in Gambella. The team visited the refugees in Kule Refugee camp and Pagak entry point and 
were accompanied by donors in Ethiopia. 

 

5. Funding:  

In July, UNICEF Ethiopia increased its emergency requirements for 2014 from US$36.08 million to US$42.3 million to reflect 
the additional resources needed for the South Sudan refugee crisis (US$18.5 million). As of 15 August, the overall appeal 
is 24 per cent funded.  
 

Funding Requirements: 2014 Humanitarian Action for Children (includes South Sudanese refugee response) 

Appeal Sector 
Requirements* Funds received Funding gap** 

 US$ US$ US$ % 

Nutrition 10,500,000 2,697,529 7,802,471 74% 

Health 10,300,000 2,692,952 7,607,048 74% 

WASH 8,500,000 1,595,870 6,904,130 81% 

Child Protection  3,500,000 1,050,000 2,450,000 70% 

Education 8,000,000 1,290,055 6,709,945 84% 

Cluster Coordination 1,511,000 733,581 777,419 51% 

Total 42,311,000 10,059,987 32,251,013 76% 
** Does not include carryover. 

    
Next SitRep: September 2014 
 

Peter Salama   Shadrack Omol   Alexandra Westerbeek 
Representative     Chief, Field Operations  Chief, Media and External  

and Emergency   Relations 
UNICEF Ethiopia   UNICEF Ethiopia   UNICEF Ethiopia    
Tel: +251 11 5184001  Tel:+251 11 5184082  Tel: +251 11 5184039 
Fax: +251 11 5511628  Fax: +251 11 5511628  Fax: +251 11 5511628 
Email: psalama@unicef.org,  Email: somol@unicef.org             Email: awesterbeek@unicef.org

Who to contact 
for further 

information: 

tel:+251
mailto:psalama@unicef.org
mailto:somol@unicef.org
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 Annex A 

 

SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 
Planning figure: 350,000 refugees by the end of 2014 

Locations 
Sectors  

UNICEF and Partners 

 2014 Target  Total Results % Results Achieved 

NUTRITION 

Overall 
% of children 6-59 months supplemented with 
Vitamin A (at the entry points and through mop up 
campaigns at the refugee camps) (>80%) 

64,400 48,040 75 

Refugee 
camps 

Number of mothers receiving IFE counselling and 
support 

22,000 900 4 

% of children under five years old referred to 
selected feeding centres (>80%) 

64,400 62,168 97 

Number of mothers receiving IYCF counselling and 
support 

21,000 (90%) 15,572 74 

More than 75 % of severely malnourished children 
admitted in CMAM are cured 

>75% 80% 79.6% 

  HEALTH 

Overall 

Number of children vaccinated against measles (6 
months to 15 years)- 95 % coverage (at the entry 
points and refugee camps -catch up campaign)  

175,000 112,193 64 

Number of ITNs distributed (2 per household) - 
80% coverage 

116,500 54,959 47 

Refugee 
camps 

% of children fully covered through routine EPI (0-
1 year) 

100 22 22 

  WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE       

Overall  

Number of people who have access to clean water( 
through EMWAT, distribution of chemicals and 
drilling of shallow water well complete with hand 
pump at the entry points and refugee camps 

150,000 51,167 34 

Entry 
points 

Number of people reached with critical WASH 
related information 

40,000 86,565 216 

Number of people who have access to emergency 
toilets 

20,000 7,400 37 

Refugee 
camps 

Number of people with a ccess to appropriate 
sanitation services 

50,000 34,850 70 

Number of people reached with critical WASH 
related information 

250,000 112,190 45 
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  CHILD PROTECTION        

Entry 
points 

Number of children 3 to 14 years who have access 
to psychosocial support through informal 
education/recreation in child friendly spaces 

10,000 ND   

Number of boys and girls assisted by referral 
mechanism on Violence Against Children (VAC) in 
emergency affected host communities 

300 ND   

Refugee 
camps 

Number of children benefiting from child 
protection services supported by UNICEF/UNHCR 
and Ips 

20,000 2,335 12 

  EDUCATION        

Entry 
points 

Number of boys and girls age 3 to 14 accessing 
safe temporary learning spaces (Akobo) 

3,600 ND*   

Number of young boys and girls 14 to 25 provided 
with sport for development and community 
cohesion education (Akobo only) 

600 ND   

Number of teachers trained in basic education, 
psychosocial support and community cohesion 
(Akobo) 

38 0   

Refugee 
camps 

Number of boys and girls age 3 to 14 accessing 
learning and recreational materials 

20,000 13,274 66 

Number of teachers trained in basic education and 
psychosocial support 

150 113 75 

  PARTNERS 

Health UNHCR, ARRA, RHB, MSF-F, MSF-H 

Nutrition UNHCR, GOAL, MSF, ACF, CONCERN 

WASH UNHCR, MSF, ZOA, ERCS, DRC, NRC, ADRA, LWF, IRC, World Vision, ACF 

Education UNHCR, SCI, ZOA, Plan International  

CP UNHCR, SCI, ZOA, Plan International  

Notes:    

ND* No data provided by partners yet        

 


