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To date, more than 2,300 strong aftershocks have reverberated across the coastal 
areas in northwest Ecuador as a result of the initial 7.8 magnitude earthquake on 
16 April, with more than 40 aftershocks greater than 5.0 in the Richter Scale. 8,242 
people remain displaced, living in 24 government managed collective camps, and 
more than 11,000 people continue to inhabit spontaneous sites. While authorities 
are bringing the needed assistance to the official camps, spontaneous sites, 
especially in rural areas, still remain insufficiently attended and in urgent need of 
assistance. Several coastal zones in Esmeraldas province affected by the 
earthquake and aftershocks have been declared risk areas, and while this 
mandates that the population should be moved to safe locations, a housing 
solution has yet to be achieved. Humanitarian activities are not allowed to take 
place in these risk areas. 
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Situation overview & humanitarian needs 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Funding and resource mobilisation1 

                                                        
1 UNICEF has just received USD$ 1,155,989.98 for the approved ECHO proposal. The funds are divided into three specific areas: WASH (USD$ 536,785.96), and Child 

Protection (USD$ 335,228.80), both included in the table above, and Disaster Risk Reduction and Capacity Building (USD$ 283,975.22), not included in the table 
above. 

Appeal Sector 
Requirements Funds received Funding gap 

$ $ $ % 

WASH 8,200,000.00 3,949,421.66 4,250,578.34 52% 

Education 3,850,000.00 1,143,568.36 2,706,431.64 70% 

Health & Nutrition 2,000,000.00 1,069,885.89 930,114.11 47% 

Child Protection 1,000,000.00 740,228.80 259,771.20 26% 

Cross sectoral and 
Cluster Coordination 

250,000.00 - 250,000.00 100% 

Total 15,300,000.00 6,903,104.71 8,396,895.29 55% 

 UNICEF, in collaboration with the Playing for Change Foundation and the 

Ecuadorian band Cocoa Roots, provided psychosocial support to children and 

adolescents in Chamanga (Esmeraldas). Craig Woodson, Playing for Change 

facilitator, developed instruments with recycled material in a workshop with 20 

children and adolescents and ten teachers, an activity in a regional initiative 

that seeks to promote children’s right to participate in cultural and artistic 

activities and to strengthen their role as agents of change. 

 Within the framework of the emergency response, UNICEF strengthened the 

campaign Tu leche es amor through social networks and provided support for 

the design of graphic materials about breastfeeding and complementary 

feeding, which were then placed in friendly spaces supported by UNICEF and in 

official camps. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

670 fatalities  

4,859 people injured 

8,242 people in official shelters – 4,047 of 

18 years of age and younger (795 pregnant 
women and 241 people with disabilities) 

+11,000 people in informal refuges 
13,962 houses and public buildings 

affected in the urban area  

15,710 houses and public buildings 

affected in the rural area  

1,877 cases of Zika reported by MoH (161 

pregnant women infected) 

 

26 August 2016 

 
SITUATION IN NUMBERS Reporting period: 12 – 26 August, 2016  

45% 

UNICEF field office 
locations 
UNICEF Mobile Team 
Hubs  

55% 
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Humanitarian strategy  
UNICEF is currently focusing on the immediate provision of safe water and 
sanitation to 170,000 affected people, rehabilitation of damaged 
infrastructure, and sector coordination at both the national and sub-national 
level. UNICEF will reinforce preparedness measures and prevention of ZIKV 
and other mosquito-spread diseases (dengue, chikungunya and malaria), as 
well as water borne diseases, through community mobilization. UNICEF will 
also continue to provide support to health and nutrition services through the 
provision of critical health supplies, early identification of children at risk of 
malnutrition and the care of children suffering from severe acute 
malnutrition. UNICEF continues supporting the national Safe Return to 
School Plan through the provision of supplies and materials, rehabilitation 
of schools and establishment of hazard free temporary schools. UNICEF will 
also focus on providing psychosocial assistance to affected children through 
the establishment of safe environments for child-friendly centers and 
activities enabling children to play and have recreational activities. Family 
tracing activities, reunification with families and individual care for orphans 
will also be undertaken in close collaboration with the Ecuadorian Red Cross 
and Ministry for Social Protection. UNICEF will strive to address the needs 
of orphaned and separated children, to protect children from various risks 
and to help them recover through the provision of psychosocial support. 
 

Humanitarian leadership and coordination 
To date, COEs offices installed since the first week in the most affected 
areas are still active. COE and Humanitarian Team meetings are now taking 
place twice a month with a strong presence by UNICEF. In addition, UNICEF 
is promoting inter-sector cooperation, at the National level as well as in the 
field. Regular inter-cluster coordination meetings led by OCHA are 
established in Quito, Portoviejo and Pedernales. A campaign to form a 
multi-sectorial working group (including the Ministry of Health, Ministry of 
Education, PAHO/WHO, SENAGUA and other local and international 
organizations) is being launched in Esmeraldas province to raise awareness 
campaigns in IDP camps, communities, health centers and schools, focusing 
on water borne diseases and vector control with special emphasis on ZIKV. 
 
WASH: UNICEF is supporting cluster coordination with dedicated 
coordinators in the three hubs: Quito, Pedernales, Jama and Esmeraldas. 
Communities are establishing Water Management Committees to ensure 
greater participation. 
 

Education: UNICEF leads the Education cluster. Three other sub-clusters 
are functional in Atacame—Muisne (Esmeraldas), Pedernales and 
Portoviej—with the support of UNICEF and other cluster member 
organizations. The education, culture and environment technical working 
group has also been established and has begun operating in the Pedernales 
COE.  
Health & Nutrition: The Health Cluster, led by PAHO/WHO and supported 
by UNICEF, maintains systematic coordination at the national level. UNICEF 
facilitated the nutrition in emergency coordination group as a part of the 
Health Cluster, with mechanisms active in Quito and Pedernales through 
regular meetings every other week. 
 

Protection: Since the beginning, UNICEF has been coordinating and 
actively participating in the Child Protection sub-cluster group. The 
protection cluster, led by UNHCR, maintains systematic coordination at the 
national level. At the local level, the protection sector maintains weekly 
meetings where information is shared and specific protection actions are 
coordinated. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNICEF Response to date 

+45,000 affected people with access to 

safe drinking water 

+30,000 children and adolescents with 

access to essential educational materials 

19,520 family ZIKV prevention kits to be 

delivered at the community level 

2,440 ZIKV prevention kits to be delivered 

to pregnant women 

+50,000 people with access to immediate 

vector control and individual protection 

+2,500 affected families supported to 

provide adequate care and protection 
 

Media and External Communication 

58% 70% 47% 60% 100% 

 
ZIKV prevention campaign 
launched on 14 July in Guayaquil 
in coordination with MoH and 
PAHO/WHO 

+25,000 information booklets of 

the campaign delivered 

+1,070,000 people reached 

through social media 

 
  

Tu leche es amor 
launched on 1 August in 
coordination with MoH to support 
the week of breastfeeding 

+700 promotion banners on 

breastfeeding delivered 

+1,200,000 people reached 

through social media 
 
 

 
  

Playing for Change 
in coordination with Cocoa Roots 
and Playing for Change 
Foundation in Chamanga from  
8– 11 August 

+200 people reached at the 

community level 

+50,000 people reached 

through social media 
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Summary analysis of programme response  
WASH 
 The initiative led by UNICEF for proper water use, hygiene and vector control campaign for official camps and spontaneous 

sites began on 19 August with a local minga mobilization in Pedernales. This initiative targets more than 10,000 
beneficiaries. 

 Water supply continues to be a large focus of UNICEF support. A new water pump has been installed in Cojimies by UNICEF 
and the Local Water Management Committee. Approximately, 1,800 people in Cojimies now have access to safe drinking 
water. 

 UNICEF facilitated and coordinated meetings, technical support and activities between the National Secretary of Water 
(SENAGUA) and NGOs to improve the water supply, quality and quantity in the rural areas of Pedernales, Cojimies and 
Jama.  

 Through the WASH cluster, PAHO/WHO has been implementing a chlorine dispenser distribution system in health centers 
and hospitals to supply chlorine to hospitals, health centers and surrounding communities. 

 

Education 

 UNICEF, in close collaboration with the Ministry of Education, DyA and FEPP, is implementing an initiative focused on 
identifying children and adolescents who do not attend school in order to reintegrate them into the education system. 
From 15-17 August, training was provided on the Toolbox for Inclusive Education in Emergency. 

 775 School-in-a-Box Kits have been distributed to strengthen capacities of teachers and provide essential school materials 
to 31,000 children and adolescents in Manabí and Esmeraldas, with 431 teachers trained in kit use. 

 UNICEF has delivered 36 Early Child Development Kits for the development of the cognitive, affective and motor skills of 
1,727 children aged 3 to 5. In addition, 63 teachers, principals and district-level authorities were trained in kit use in Jama 
and Pedernales. 

 227 children and eight teachers are participating in the school insertion and remedial classes program implemented by 
UNICEF and DyA in Manabí. 

 

Health and Nutrition 
 For Breastfeeding Week, UNICEF, in coordination with ACF and the Ministry of Health, conducted activities in the Baby 

Tents to promote exclusive breastfeeding through recreational activities for mothers and pregnant women. 

 Four Baby Tents are still operating in four official shelters. In order to reach more population among the communities, 
UNICEF and ACF have implemented four mobile units for nutrition promotion and evaluation. The mobile units are 
performing an assessment to gain knowledge about the nutritional, psychosocial and hygiene habits of the population. 

 218 children under 5 are being monitored in weight and height. 

 150 health staff were trained in the new AIEPI protocols in Esmeraldas and Manabí provinces.  

 
Child Protection 
 In Chamanga, a brigade for identification and registration reached a total of 250 people (100 children) and the registration 

of 40 children aged 0-3 has been followed-up. In addition, a methodology for violence prevention involving and 
empowering 20 youth and adolescents to raise awareness about violence against children is under implementation. 

 39 MIES personnel have been trained in family support techniques and violence prevention to support 800 families. 

 UNICEF, in coordination with Aldeas SOS, has provided support to over 2,800 families; activities include inter-family 
violence prevention, self-care awareness, and family mediation and crisis intervention.  

 In order to reach more communities and rural areas, UNICEF, in coordination with Plan International, is expanding the 
implementation of the Retorno a la Alegría psychosocial methodology in ten new peri-urban areas and communities; over 
35 community leaders and staff members of Plan had been trained. 

 The most concerning risk for children and adolescents in terms of protection are sexual violence, unmet protection needs 
of children with disabilities, child labor in fishing and waste dumps. The establishment of a committee in the emergency 
area to prevent sexual violence against children is under discussion.  

 

More details can also be found at: 
 
UNICEF Ecuador Crisis: www.unicef.org/ecuador 
UNICEF Ecuador Crisis Facebook: www.facebook.com/unicef 
UNICEF Ecuador Crisis Social Media: Facebook ; Twitter ; YouTube 
UNICEF Ecuador Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: http://www.unicef.org/appeals/index.html 

 

 
 
 
 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Douglas Reimer 
Emergency Advisor 
Latin America and Caribbean 
Regional Office  
 
dreimer@unicef.org 

Grant Leaity  
Representative  
UNICEF Ecuador  

 
gleaity@unicef.org 
 

Herbert Schembri    
Emergency Specialist   
UNICEF Ecuador  

 
hschembri@unicef.org 
 
 
 

http://www.unicef.org/ecuador
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFEcuador/
https://twitter.com/unicefecuador
https://www.youtube.com/user/UNICEFECU
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/index.html
mailto:dreimer@unicef.org
mailto:gleaity@unicef.org
mailto:hschembri@unicef.org
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Annex A 

SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 

 
 
 

                                                        
2 Doses of Vitamin A distributed. 
3 CFS will be established only in areas where there is no TLC or access to education, mostly in rural areas. 
4 This indicator refers to CCC #3, aimed at strengthening/establishing community based mechanisms to protect children from violence, abuse and exploitation. 
UNICEF CP will use the community based approached to ensure we also reach rural affected communities and host families. 

 CLUSTER Response  UNICEF Response 

 
2016  

Target 
Cumulative 

Results 

Change 
since last 

report  ▲▼ 

 2016  
Target  

Cumulative 
Results 

Change 
since last 

report  ▲▼ 

EDUCATION 

Number of children and adolescents affected 
by the earthquake with access to essential 
educational materials  

120,000 37,800 + 2,680 60,000 31,000 + 2,680 

Number of children and adolescents affected 
by the earthquake with access to safe 
temporary educational, recreational and 
protective spaces 

20,000 14,970 - 20,000 13,290 - 

Number of children and adolescents who 
benefit from psychosocial support, stress 
relieving activities and key life-saving 
messages 

120,000 14,640 + 2,010 60,000 10,640 + 2,010 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE 

Number of affected people with access to 
safe water 180,000 185,940 + 20,000 90,000 36,316 - 

Number of affected people with access to 
basic sanitation facilities 80,000 38,711 + 18 40,000 25,174 + 18 

Number of affected people with access to 
hygiene support 

350,000 100,429 + 8,740 170,000 22,435 - 

HEALTH 

Number or people with access to immediate 
vector control and individual protection 
through prevention tools to stop the spread 
of mosquito borne diseases (ZIKV, dengue 
and chikungunya) 

100,000 100,000 - 50,000 50,000 - 

NUTRITION 

 Number of children under 5 years with 
support for adequate protection, promotion 
and support of appropriate infant and young 
child feeding in emergencies (IYCF) 

- - - 42,000 5,000 - 

Number of pregnant and lactating women 
with access to micronutrients - - - 8,000 26,750 - 

Number of, pregnant and lactating women 
with access to psychosocial support and are 
reached with relevant information about 
nutrition 

- - - 8,000 252 + 72 

Number of children under 5 years who have 
received Vitamin A and micronutrients in 
powder2 

- - - 250,000 250,000 - 

Number of children under 5 years affected 
by diarrhoea who have access to treatment 
that includes oral rehydration salts and zinc 

- - - 12,500 25,000 - 

CHILD PROTECTION 

Number of children and adolescents affected 
by the earthquake reached with psychosocial 
support services in CFS3 

100,000 44,000 - 40,000 22,000 - 

Number of affected families supported to 
provide adequate care and protection and 
prevent family separation 

6,000 3,861 + 1,861 6,000 2,861 + 1,861 

Number of affected people in priority areas 
reached by community groups to prevent 
and address violence, abuse, exploitation 
and neglect4 

30,000 3,500 - 20,000 3,500 - 


