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Communities are establishing 

Water Management Committees 

to ensure greater participation. 

Education Cluster 
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Education, culture and 

environment technical working 

group operating in Pedernales. 
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Nutrition 
  

Health Cluster, led by PAHO/WHO 

and supported by UNICEF, 

maintains coordination. 

Child 

Protection 
Sub-cluster 

Child Prot. 

Sub-cluster 

Child Prot. 
Sub-cluster  

At the local level, the protection 

sector maintains weekly meetings 

where information is shared. 

Appeal Sector 
Requirements Funds received Funding gap 

$ $ $ % 

WASH 8,200,000.00 4,919,350.95 3,280,649.05 40.0% 

Education 3,850,000.00 2,125,713.73 1,724,286.27 44.8% 

Health & Nutrition 2,000,000.00 1,258,271.68 741,728.32 37.1% 

Child Protection 1,000,000.00 948,149.50 51,850.50 5.2% 

Cross sectoral and 

Cluster 

Coordination 

250,000.00 250,000.00 - 0.0% 

Total 15,300,000.00 9,501,486 5,798,514 38% 

 

• On 19 December, an earthquake of 5.8 magnitude hit the northwest part 

of Ecuador in Esmeraldas province with epicenter in Atacames. 

Subsequently, 144 aftershocks took place in the area. 

• More than 4,000 people have been affected (including 3 people dead), 

while 145 buildings were damaged or destroyed. 

• Local working groups were immediately activated in order to respond. 
• One new official IDP camp settled, and 15 additional informal shelters 

set up. Heavy rains in the area hampers humanitarian response. 

• The State of Emergency has been extended to 13 March 2017 in Manabí 

and Esmeraldas provinces. 
 

+387,000 people registered in RUD 

(unique registry of humanitarian needs) 
5,544 people in 24 official camps 

managed by the GoE (of which  

2,846children and adolescents) 

+4,030 people in 63 informal refuges,  

(Source: DTM6 conducted by IOM. This 

figure does not include new IDPs in 

Atacames informal shelters following 19 

December earthquake) 

+35,000 houses and public buildings 

declared “unsafe”  

 

16 January 2017 

 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS Reporting period: 17 December 2016 – 16 January, 2017  
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Humanitarian strategy 
 

UNICEF is currently focusing on the rehabilitation of damaged infrastructure and sector coordination, while provision of safe water 

and sanitation continues in official and informal shelters when requested. UNICEF will keep conducting hygiene promotion 

campaigns, solid waste activities and vector control activities, especially in rural areas (specific vector control activities, for the 

prevention of ZIKV have been transferred to the regular program). Whereas UNICEF initially focused on psychosocial assistance to 

children, their families and first line responders at the outset of the emergency, it is important to now give priority to supporting 

families with protective environments and strengthening institutional and community capacity on violence prevention and response. 

At this stage of emergency, UNICEF is applying its methodology for tracing children out-of-school, adopted by the Government, to 

assure inclusion of all children in schools in the affected areas. Seven months after the earthquake, the response and recovery will be 

focused mainly on rural areas which have received less humanitarian assistance. One noteworthy fact: the onset of the rainy season 

currently hampers the humanitarian response. Meanwhile, transition strategies are also being identified in each sector to support 

the phases of rehabilitation, reconstruction, resilience and disaster risk reduction.     

 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 
 

UNICEF RESPONSE TO 19 DECEMBER ESMERALDAS EARTHQUAKE 

In the immediate wake of 19 December earthquake in Esmeraldas province, as per Resident Coordinator recommendation, UNICEF 

took the lead of the Humanitarian Field Team (HFT). UNICEF engaged strongly in the response by organizing ad hoc WASH, 

Education and Child Protection clusters meetings with the objective of coordinating efficiently the efforts of the humanitarian 

community. 

 

The government, led by the governor of Esmeraldas and the Major of Atacames, promptly activated the humanitarian assistance in 

coordination with the HFT led by UNICEF in order to organize the donation of tents, tarpaulins and food. During the first 48 hours of 

the emergency response, the following material was delivered to the Ministry of Social Inclusion: 200 tarpaulins, 360 blankets, 150 

jerry cans. Meanwhile, a temporary warehouse was established in one of our humanitarian partner premises to stock the material, 

notably light tents, bladders, chlorine, ECD Kits, tarpaulin rolls and jerry cans. 

 

One official IDP camp was rapidly set up, sheltering in the very first days upwards of 600 persons. As happened after April´s 

earthquake, numerous families refused to be accommodated in the IDP camp and rather preferred to establish spontaneous 

settlements in the proximity of their destroyed or severely damaged houses or in safe areas far from the ocean for the risk of tsunami.  

 

At the time being, one main challenge in Atacames is the identification of a safe area for the IDP camp not prone to floods and proper 

solutions to shelter around 70 families. The winter (characterized by heavy rain falls) started in January, hampering the humanitarian 

response and worsening the vulnerability of the sheltered population, since the current solutions i.e. temporary housing, drainage 

systems, are not suitable. Significant cases of diarrhea and water-borne diseases like ZIKV, are anticipated as a general concern. This 

assessment is not only legit in Atacames but in all the earthquake affected zone where UNICEF operates: last weeks in situ 

assessments in Jama, Cojimies and Pedernales in Manabí province confirmed it. 
 

 

WASH 

In response to 19 December earthquake in Atacames, UNICEF in coordination with the National Secretary of Water 

(SENAGUA) agreed to donate 4 bladders to be installed in the IDP camp and in the community for the provision of 

safe drinkable water. In addition, UNICEF helped with water trucking (10,000 L/Day) to the IDP camp and will donate 

chlorine to SENAGUA and the Ministry of Health. UNICEF also agreed to the procurement of 500 HK and 50 

community cleaning kits.  

 

During the reporting period, UNICEF and its partners have started 

implementing WASH in school activities in 8 earthquake-affected 

schools in Manabí province: 

� 330 additional children and adolescents with access to safe 

water, proper sanitation facilities and hygiene supplies. 

� 1,443 children and adolescents have participated in hygiene 

promotion and vector control activities and workshops. 

 

UNICEF also kept supporting the provision of safe quality water in the 

other official IDP shelters in Esmeraldas province by the dispatch of 1 

water truck (15L/pp/d). UNICEF works closely with SENAGUA on the 

identification of more sustainable solutions. 
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Child Protection 
 

In the wake of the earthquake in Atacames, 

UNICEF led the psico-social response in support 

of the Ministry of social Inclusion.  30 government 

officials and NGOs received training and material 

to rapidly implement the psychological first aid 

for children methodlogy called “Return to Happiness”.  UNICEF is 

ensuring that children and adolescents affected by the earthaquke 

participate in child friendly activities (recreational, sports, arts) in 1 

official IDP camp and 7 informal settlements. Around 1,400 

children have participated. Also, UNICEF is supporting the 

restablishment of early childhood centers througth training and 

provision of  10 ECD kits. 

 

In the other earthquake affected areas, UNICEF continues to 

reinforce the local capacity to prevent and respond to child 

protection concerns. UNICEF is enhacing coordination among key 

child protection actors, promoting  the principles of humanitarian action, analysing the situation regarding child protection, ensuring 

child participation, and reinforcing community networks and local authorities.  

 

Education 

+1,500 children and adolescents between 

the ages of 3 to 17 who were out-of-school 

have been identified. UNICEF is supporting 

the MoE in applying the “Toolbox for 

Educational Inclusion” methodology in 

earthquake-affected zones. The five main 

reasons for these children, being excluded from school are lack 

of education opportunities, lack of transportation; lack of 

motivation, lack of documentation and child labor.  

To this date, 81 of these children have been included into the 

national education system. Inter-institutional working groups 

have been set up to this end in Pedernales and Chone, Manabí 

province, with the aim of providing solutions to children and 

adolescents excluded from the education system. 

Also, 2,400 children and adolescents at risk of exclusion in the 

earthquake affected provinces have been integrated and regularly attend 

school in 114 educational levelling classrooms.  

UNICEF and one humanitarian partner are working closely with the MoE 

with the aim of implementing a software for the registration of children 

excluded from the education system. 

 

More details can also be found at: 
 

UNICEF Ecuador Crisis: www.unicef.org/ecuador 

UNICEF Ecuador Crisis Facebook: www.facebook.com/unicef 

UNICEF Ecuador Crisis Social Media: Facebook; Twitter; YouTube 

UNICEF Ecuador Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: 

http://www.unicef.org/appeals/index.html 

 

 
 
 
  

Media and Communications 

• Digital Mapping: communicational material 

about digital mapping has been recently 

published in social media. The process, based on 

real-time data collection, enables adolescents to 

assess the risks and vulnerabilities in their 

communities. As part of the story, teenagers 

express how this tool allows them to identify 

challenges, current issues and opportunities 

through the use of technology; and most 

importantly to raise awareness among the 

community.  

Who to 

contact for 

further 

information: 

Douglas Reimer 

Emergency Advisor 

Latin America and Caribbean Regional Office  

dreimer@unicef.org 

Grant Leaity  

Representative  

UNICEF Ecuador  

gleaity@unicef.org 

 

Herbert Schembri    

Emergency Specialist   

UNICEF Ecuador  

hschembri@unicef.org 
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SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS1 

 

                                                        
1 Although some of the indicators shown in the table were not fully met, given the change in the strategy for the emergency response which was adapted 

to changing needs of the emergency, some of these do not necessarily respond to UNICEF´s actions.  This is the reason why some of these indicators 
are shown as finished. 

2 Dosis of Vitamin A distributed. 
3 CFS were established only in areas where there was no TLC or access to education, mostly in rural areas. 
* Finalized activity. 

 CLUSTER Response  UNICEF Response 

 
2017  

Target 

Cumulative 

Results 

Change 

since last 

report  ▲▼ 

 2017  

Target  

Cumulative 

Results 

Change 

since last 

report  ▲▼ 

EDUCATION 

Number of children and adolescents affected 
by the earthquake with access to essential 
educational materials. * 

120,000 41,279 - 60,000 34,479 - 

Number of children and adolescents affected 
by the earthquake with access to safe 
temporary educational, recreational and 
protective spaces. * 

20,000 14,970 - 20,000 13,290 - 

Number of children and adolescents who 
benefit from psychosocial support, stress 
relieving activities and key life-saving 
messages. 

120,000 15,440 - 60,000 11,440 - 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE 

Number of affected people with access to 
safe water. 180,000 217,249 +330 90,000 52,320 +330 

Number of affected people with access to 
basic sanitation facilities. 80,000 42,337 +330 40,000 26,927 +330 

Number of affected people with access to 
hygiene support. 

350,000 130,649 +1,675 90,000 52,423 +1,675 

HEALTH 

Number or people receive access to 
immediate vector control and individual 
protection through prevention tools to stop 
the spread of mosquito borne diseases 
(Zika, dengue and chikungunya). * 

100,000 100,000 - 50,000 50,000 - 

NUTRITION 

Number of children under 5 years receive 
support for adequate protection, promotion 
and support of appropriate infant and young 
child feeding in emergencies (IYCF). * 

- - - 42,000 5,000 - 

Number of pregnant and lactating women 
have access to micronutrients. * - - - 8,000 26,750 - 

Number of, pregnant and lactating women 
have access to psychosocial support and are 
reached with relevant information about 
nutrition. * 

- - - 8,000 1,067 - 

Number of children under 5 years have 
received Vitamin A and micronutrients in 
powder2. * 

- - - 250,000 250,000 - 

Number of children under 5 years affected 
by diarrhoea have access to treatment that 
includes Oral Rehydration Salts, and Zinc. * 

- - - 12,500 30,000 - 

CHILD PROTECTION 

Number of children and adolescents affected 
by the earthquake are reached with 
psychosocial support services in CFS3. 

100,000 45,400 +1,400 22,000 23,400 +1,400 

Number of affected families supported to 
provide adequate care and protection and 
prevent family separation.* 

6,000 5,500 - 10,000 4,500 - 

Number of affected people in priority areas 
are reached by community groups to prevent 
and address violence, abuse, exploitation 
and neglect. 

30,000 15,000 - 20,000 15,000 - 


