
 
 

 

 

 

  

SUB-REGIONAL RESPONSE TO THE EBOLA OUTBREAK (24 October 2014) 

Regional Overview 
Ebola transmission remains persistent and widespread in Guinea, Sierra Leone and Liberia and is accelerating in almost all settings. As of 19 
October 2014, 9936 cases and 4877 deaths from Ebola virus disease (EVD) have been reported. The outbreaks of EVD in Senegal and Nigeria 
were declared over on 17 October and 19 October 2014, respectively. On 23 October 2014, Mali confirmed it first imported case of EVD, making 
it the sixth West African country to be touched by the outbreak. 
UNICEF estimates that 8.5 million children and young people under the age of 20 live in areas affected by EVD. Out of these, 2.5 million are under 
the age of 5. Children are at risk of being exposed to the virus, as well as risk losing their caregivers and family members who are infected. 
UNICEF is supporting the scale-up of essential health services as the disruption of health services means that many children are not receiving 
life-saving vaccinations, and may be left untreated for preventable but potentially fatal common childhood illnesses, such as malaria, pneumonia 
and diarrhoea.  
At the coordination level, a dedicated Ebola Crisis Cell has been created at UNICEF’s Headquarter in New York, led by Dr. Peter Salama, Global 
Ebola Emergency Coordinator. At the UNICEF Regional Office for West and Central Africa in Dakar, Senegal, an Ebola Operation Centre has also 
been established on 13 October 2014. UNICEF is also collaborating with the United Nations Mission for Ebola Emergency Response (UNMEER) 
by seconding staff to its headquarters in Accra, Ghana. UNICEF is in the process of revising its Ebola Appeal funding requirements, which will be 
published in the coming weeks.  

 
 

 In Guinea, as of today, more than 528,000 households have been reached with interpersonal communication. Religious leaders gave sermons 
in over 1,200 mosques and churches.  
In Liberia, about 65,000 people in the six worst-hit counties were reached using interpersonal communication. Radio broadcasts of prevention 
and protection messages on 50 radio stations reached an estimated 1.5 million listeners. Through UNICEF support, a group of young girls in West 
Point, Monrovia, delivered Ebola prevention messages to 3,000 households. 
In Sierra Leone, since June 2014, more than 49,400 households have been reached with essential Ebola prevention messages. 

SOCIAL MOBILISATION 

HEALTH 

In Guinea, 270 health facilities in targeted areas have received gloves 
and chlorine for maternal, new-born and child health care. 14,265 
HIV positive women (including pregnant women) have received 
lifesaving antiretroviral treatment. 
In Liberia, UNICEF procured supplies to address the nutrition needs 
of orphans and infants under 6 months in Ebola Treatment Units and 
procured 500 cartons of ready-to-use therapeutic BP-100 high 
energy and nutrients bars. UNICEF is also supporting the 
Identification and referral of severely malnourished children to 7 
health facilities in Montserrado county. 
In Sierra Leone, to date, 273 health staff have been trained as 
trainers in infection prevention and control. UNICEF distributed a 15-
day nutrition supply to EVD patients, including for infants and 
children, to the ETU in Hastings, Freetown. 

WASH 

In Guinea, chlorine and soap were distributed to families in the affected 
areas. Around 18,000 toilets and latrines in key sites were treated with 
Calcium Hypochlorite (HTH). In partnership with the national service for 
water supply (SNAPE), UNICEF is supporting water supply to the first 
Ebola Transit Center in Forecariah. 
In Liberia, 3,000 families in Monrovia received hygiene kits. In an effort 
to manage liquid waste from ETUs, UNICEF is supporting the 
rehabilitation of the Wastewater Treatment Plant in Fiamah, 
Montserrado County. 
In Sierra Leone, UNICEF continues to support four centers with 
increased water storage and waste management facilities. 50,000 10L 
collapsible jerry cans have arrived in country and will be distributed 
through WFP packages together with a 21-day supply of aqua tabs to 
quarantined households and communities. 1.5 million bars of soap 
were distributed. 

CHILD PROTECTION 

In Guinea, 35 child protection stakeholders were trained as trainers on 
psychosocial support, with the technical assistance of UNICEF. A draft 
package of psychosocial support services was also developed to be 
implemented in 250 villages/sectors out of over 440 affected. 
In Liberia, with support from UNICEF, 595 children, separated and 
unaccompanied, affected by Ebola have been registered to receive a 
one-time cash assistance. 110 social workers and mental health 
clinicians provided psychosocial, family tracing, reunification and 
reintegration support to 740 children including in Ebola Treatment 
Centers. In addition, UNICEF has hired and trained 20 Ebola survivors 
to provide care in the Interim Care Center and Transit Centre. 
In Sierra Leone, 36 adult Ebola survivors were brought together in 
Kenema for the first Survivors conference. UNICEF is working with 
partners to reunite unaccompanied and separated children, including 
orphans, with family members through an extensive family tracing and 
reunification network, which also provides children with psychosocial 
support.  

EDUCATION 

In Guinea, UNICEF is supporting a Radio Education program during 
school closure to reach children of all ages with non-formal curriculum. 
UNICEF also supported the Ministry of Education in the training of more 
than 1,300 education authorities who will cascade the training to 9,000 
teachers before schools reopen. 
In Liberia, in a nationwide rollout of training for teachers to deliver 
door-to-door Ebola awareness, prevention and home protection 
messages, 77 national level education personnel, 298 county level and 
568 district level personnnel have been trained. UNICEF also is working 
with partners to develop a radio education program to reach at least 1 
million children. 
In Sierra Leone, UNICEF has supported a radio education program. The 
lessons are being aired via radio on 41 radio stations and the country's 
sole TV channel. All 7,740 schools remain closed across the country.  
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Case definition Total Deaths

Confi rmed 1289 710

Probable 193 193

Suspected 58 1

Al l 1540 904

Confi rmed 965 1241

Probable 2106 803

Suspected 1594 661

Al l 4665 2705

Confi rmed 3223 986

Probable 37 164

Suspected 446 109

Al l 3706 1269

TOTAL 9911 4868

COUNTRY UPDATES as of 19 October 2014

Guinea

Liberia

Sierra Leone



 
 

UNICEF Prevention & Preparedness 

In countries at risk (Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Cote d’Ivoire, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea Bissau, Mali, 
Nigeria, Senegal, Togo), under the leadership of national governments and in close coordination with partners, UNICEF continues 
to support preparedness and prevention actions, providing technical assistance for the development of comprehensive 
preparedness and response plans and contributing to national efforts  to strengthen the Health System and communities to be 
prepared in case of an Outbreak.  
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181 needs requests from DRC, Ghana, Guinea, Liberia, Sierra Leone, 
Geneva and WCARO. 75 from Liberia, 53 from Sierra Leone, 33 from 
Guinea 

SUPPLY 

To date, UNICEF has delivered 1,000 metric tonnes (MT) of supplies 

to the region (Guinea- 133MT; Liberia- 475MT; Sierra Leone- 

392MT) in support of partners. Supplies already delivered include: 

tents, protective equipment, gloves, safety goggles, intravenous IV 

fluids, medicines, bars of soap, concentrated chlorine, pickup 

trucks and motorbikes. The response entails a scale-up in UNICEF 

operational presence and staff on the ground to ensure delivery of 

programmes. Support from the World Bank, EU and several 

bilateral government partners has been instrumental. 

 

HUMAN RESOURCES 

  RESOURCE MOBILISATION: $69.1 MILLION MOBILISED, FUNDING GAP OF $132.5 MILLION 
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Total Response Requirements Funds Received
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69,129,865
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