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Highlights  
 

• Following violence in Bria (Haute Kotto prefecture) in November 

among two different Ex-Seleka factions, heavy fighting spread in the 

Ouaka prefecture for control of Bambari, displacing over 8,000 

people.  

• As of the end of November, 434,000 people were reportedly 

internally displaced, a sharp increase (14,000 people) to the 

previous month due to the violence that broke out in north east 

(Bria) and central CAR (Bambari). 

• Through the UNICEF-supported Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM), 

two NFI interventions were conducted in Ouham Pende and Ouaka 

prefectures, reaching a total of 6,429 households (30,932 

individuals).  

• For the first time in three years and with UNICEF support, the CAR 

government celebrated World Breastfeeding Week from 12 to 17 

December with approximately 2,500 mothers. 

 

 

1.2 million  
CHILDREN AFFECTED 
(2016 HUMANITARIAN NEEDS OVERVIEW)  

2.3 million  
PEOPLE AFFECTED 
(2016 HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE PLAN)  
 

434,000  
INTERNALLY DISPLACED PERSONS 
(CMP NOVEMBER 2016) 

462,476 

REFUGEES IN NEIGHBOURING COUNTRIES  

(CHAD, CAMEROON, DRC, CONGO) 
(UNHCR NOVEMBER 2016) 

 
UNICEF APPEAL 2016 

US$ 55.7 million 

 

FUNDING GAP 

US$ 24.2 million 
56% of funds received against 2016 needs 

 

 
 

Carry-forward 

funds from 2015

$10,312,056 

Funds received in 

2016

$21,143,163 

Funding gap

$24,239,781 

Key Programme Indicators 

 

UNICEF 

 

Sector/Cluster 

UNICEF 

Target 

Cumulative 

results (#) 

 

Cluster 

Target 

Cumulative 

results (#) 

Number of affected people provided 

with access to improved sources of 

water as per agreed standards 

400,000 538,864 700,000       898,570 

Number of displaced children aged 

3-17 with access to education in 

temporary learning spaces 

300,000 59,114 350,000 70,941 

Number of children under 5, 

including those in IDP sites and 

enclaves with access to essential 

health services and medicines 

500,000 212,976 n/a 

Number of children aged 6-59 

months with SAM admitted for 

therapeutic care 

29,250 23,956 29,250 23,956 

Number of children released from 

armed forces and groups 
3,000 3,982 5,660 4,018 

Number of pregnant women living 

with HIV who received ARVs for 

PMTCT 

4,906 3,161 n/a 

 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

©UNICEF/CAR/2016/LeDu 
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  
Following violence in Bria (Haute Kotto prefecture) last November among two different Ex-Seleka factions (UPC and 

FPRC), heavy fighting spread in the Ouaka prefecture for control of Bambari. A massive displacement of the local 

population took place, resulting in an estimated 5,000 people seeking refuge in Bambari and an estimated 3,000 people 

seeking refuge in Grimari. The number of displaced people in surroundings areas such as Bakala and Ippy, where 

humanitarian access is constrained by the intensity of fighting, is still unknown. 

 

On 15 December, the President of the Republic held an official ceremony to launch the process of closing the M’Poko IDP 

site in Bangui. To mark this ceremony, 30 volunteer households received a sum of money (approximately US $100) from 

the Government to dismantle their huts and to relocate to other neighbourhoods in town. As of end of December, a total 

of 5,435 people (2,143 households) received cash assistance for their re-location. For the humanitarian community, the 

new challenge is the follow-up of return movements to determine the type of support to be provided to returnees for 

their integration. 

 

According to the CMP (Commission Mouvement Population), as of the end of November, 434,000 people were 

reportedly internally displaced (IDPs) in IDP sites and within host families, with a sharp increase (14,000 people) as 

compared to October and which is due to the violence that broke out in north east (Bria) and central CAR (Bambari). 

 

In spite of the volume of pledges (some US$ 2.2 billion) raising hopes of renewed international engagement for CAR at 

the Brussels conference in November, humanitarian organizations continue to face severe funding shortfalls: only 

US$ 192 million out of the US$ 532 million requested under the 2016 Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) were received 

(36 per cent), resulting in a scaling down of operations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Humanitarian leadership and coordination  
UNICEF participated actively in the visits of the IASC Emergency Directors Group (EDG) and the Regional UN 

Development Group (R-UNDG) for West and Central Africa from 4 to 6 December. The goal was to review opportunities 

to operationalize a “new way of working” in what has become an increasingly forgotten humanitarian crisis. The mission 

also included a thematic focus on support for efforts to address gender-based violence (GBV) and strengthen protection 

against sexual exploitation and abuse (PSEA).   

 

Humanitarian Strategy  
The Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) is a UNICEF-funded and coordinated mechanism in CAR that provides assistance 

to populations affected by sudden shocks that create population displacements. RRM partners undertake rapid multi-

sector needs assessments to provide quality information to the humanitarian community, and deliver assistance in the 

form of non-food items (NFI) and water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) to provide basic means of survival for affected 

populations. In addition, UNICEF implements a strategy of mobile teams to expand the humanitarian response in areas 

affected by crisis where there is an inadequate presence of actors under the principle of equity. To provide durable 

Estimated Affected Population 
(Estimates calculated based on initial figures from OCHA, May 2016) 
 

Start of humanitarian response: January 2014 

 

 Total Male Female 

Total Affected Population 

 
2.3 million 1.1 million 1.2 million 

Children Affected (Under 18) 

 
1.2 million 630,000 614,000 

Children Under Five 

 
370,520 185,330 185,190 

Children 6 to 23 months 

 
184,000 93,000 91,000 

Pregnant women 

 
87,000   
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solutions for IDPs, UNICEF is developing a strategy to respond to return movements, coordinated by the Emergency 

Task Force and Programme Coordination Meeting (PCM). 

 

Summary Analysis of Programme response  
 

Nutrition 
In 2016, 23,956 children aged 6-59 months, or 82% of anticipated cases (including children from hot spot areas and/or 

IDP sites) were admitted to treatment units and treated for Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM). The results were 

satisfactory, according to international standards: a cure rate of 87.81% (> 75 %), a death rate of 2. 13% (<5%), and 10.05% 

(<15%) discontinued treatment. SAM with medical complications represents 20% (4,852) of the cases admitted and 80% 

of cases (19,104) have no complications. 

 

During the reporting period, UNICEF pre-positioned 1,600 cartons of RUTF, 60 cartons of F-75 milk and 30 cartons of F-

100 milk in the three zone offices (Bouar, Bossangoa and Bambari) to treat 1,905 cases of SAM. In addition, 2,230 cartons 

of RUTF, 66 cartons of F-75 milk and 34 cartons of F-100 milk were supplied to national and international NGOs (ACF, 

IMC, PU-AMI, MSF-F, CARITAS) for the treatment of approximately 2,655 children aged 6-59 months with SAM in ten 

health prefectures in the country and in the health region of Bangui for a period of three months. 

 

For the first time in three years and with UNICEF support, the government celebrated World Breastfeeding Week from 

12 to 17 December 2016. Approximately 2,500 mothers and teenagers were sensitized on the importance of exclusive 

breastfeeding and more than 80 newborns received gifts.  

 

Education 
In December 2016, UNICEF continued to provide education opportunities in areas in which the ongoing crisis persists, 

with a total of 40,258 children (49% girls) participating in Education in Emergency (EiE) programming. Contracts were 

finalized with nine NGO partners to ensure EIE programming will continue into the coming year, providing coverage for 

close to 43,000 children. Activities include teacher training, distribution of materials, support for transitional activities, 

and monitoring and evaluation.  

 

After almost a year of intensive work, the reestablishment of the Education Information Management System (EMIS) 

and the production of the annual statistics year book (annuaire statistiques) reached completion and was validated on 29 

December. This is one of the most important achievements of the year for the education sector, as it will provide critical 

information to facilitate planning and policy development in 2017 and beyond. In addition to overseeing ongoing 

activities, the month was also a time for reflecting on past successes and future country programming. In addition, the 

annual review was conducted with the Ministry of Education and partners. Overall, UNICEF, the MoE and partners have 

ensured important educational support to over half of all children and teachers in the country.   

 

Health  
In December 2016, there were 26 suspected cases of meningitis and 11 confirmed cases in Paoua sub-prefecture. UNICEF 

is monitoring progress with special attention to cases involving children aged less than five years and is supporting the 

response through the Bossangoa office. Results from previous campaigns show that only one out of three children 

between 0-11 months have received all necessary vaccines. There was satisfactory access to routine immunization 

services for the first doses during the first month of birth [BCG (71%), Polio-0 (81.5%)] and unsatisfactory use of services 

from the 3rd month to shortly before reaching 12 months (Polio-3 (67.20%), Pentavalent-3 (53.34%), measles vaccine 

(68 %) and yellow fever vaccine (59%)). Only 50% of pregnant women aged 15-49 years were vaccinated against tetanus 

in the first trimester (VAT1) and only 30.72% received their fourth dose. During the reporting period, a total of 33 solar 

refrigerators were installed in the country. CAR finalized its fourth polio vaccination campaign from 3 to 9 December. A 

total of 376,088 children aged 0 to 59 months were vaccinated (113% of the target). On 28 November, the Minister in 
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charge of health travelled to Bossangoa to officially launch the introduction of integrated community case management 

of pneumonia, diarrhea and malaria in hard to reach areas.  

 

HIV/AIDS  
During the reporting period, a total of 118 new pregnant women living with HIV received ARVs for PMTCT and 50 children 

born to mothers who are HIV positive had access to appropriate treatment. The HIV unit supported the MoH and the 

National Aids Commission to organize several activities for children and adolescent, including National Aids Day in 

Bangui, Bossangoa, Berberati, Bouar, Mbaiki and Boali; an HIV awareness campaign and testing for MARPS communities 

in Bouar; HIV testing for 232 children of people living with HIV in Bouar; a Christmas tree for 800 affected and infected 

children in Bangui, Bouar, Berberati, Damara, Mbaiki and Boali; and psychosocial support activities for 80 pregnant 

women and 70 children and adolescents in Bouar and Berberati. To address adolescent HIV needs, 44 student peer 

educators and 44 teachers were trained on HIV prevention and health messages. Health awareness clubs were 

established in 45 schools in Bangui, Mbaiki and Bouar. 

 

WASH 
In Bria, UNICEF provided NGO partner Oxfam with critical emergency supplies for 12,800 IDPs. UNICEF also provided 

the displaced with access to water through water trucking and built 66 new emergency latrines, 40 showers and 18 

emergency latrines for children. 2,662 people were sensitized on hygiene promotion. In Kaga Bandoro, the General 

Directorate of Hydraulics (DGH) continues to provide water to 3,000 persons on the MINUSCA IDP site and 3,500 people 

on the new relocation site. For the cholera response in Bangui, Damara and Kouango, UNICEF supported partners ANEA, 

IDC, OIM and ACF to continue providing sensitization and to develop an exit strategy. 

 

With support from UNICEF, ANEA constructed rehabilitated 78 boreholes in Mbaiki, Berbérati, Bossangoa, Kaga 

Bandoro, Bambari, Zémio and Ndélé, reaching 52,016 persons with access to safe water. SODECA in Bossangoa 

continues to provide drinking water to the population of Bossangoa, estimated at 35,000 inhabitants. UNICEF partners 

(TGH, CARITAS and Nourrir) maintained garbage pits, latrines and showers in IDP sites in Bambari and Ngakobo. 

CARITAS completed construction of a latrine at the downtown kindergarten for the benefit of 250 children. In Batangafo, 

with UNICEF support, Oxfam continues to maintain latrines and DRC continues to provide water to IDPs. ANEA 

conducted 156 awareness campaigns on good hygiene practices in different zonal offices in eight prefectures, reaching 

52,189 people including 1,492 schoolchildren. With UNICEF support, ANEA distributed handwashing kits to the Hermann 

and Prefecture A & B schools in Bouar to 1,200 students. 

 

Child Protection 
304 children associated with armed groups, including 61 girls, were verified and released in December 2016. 108 of these 

children, including 26 girls, were associated with the Anti-Balaka in Dekoa. 168 children, including 35 girls, were 

associated with the Revolution and Justice group in Markounda, and 28 boys were associated with R&J groups in Paoua.  

Since the beginning of 2016, 3,982 children associated with armed groups, including 1,222 girls, have been verified by 

UNICEF and partners. 78 separated children (47 girls and 31 boys) were registered at IDP sites and 13 unaccompanied 

children (11 boys and 2 girls) were registered at IDP sites in Bria by the NGO partner Espérance with financial and 

technical support from UNICEF, following the outbreak of violent fighting between two Ex-Seleka factions in Bria. 

Espérance has set up a child friendly space (CFS) in Bornou and is creating 3 additional CFS in Kathekondji, Gobolo and 

at the MINUSCA site in PK3. Since the beginning of the year, 56,229 children, including 24,062 girls, have been assisted 

through CFS.  

 

Two training sessions on the monitoring and reporting mechanism on serious violations of child rights were organized 

for 76 partners, local authorities, UN agencies, NGOs and members of civil society in Bossangoa (Ouham prefecture) and 

in Dekoa (Kemo prefecture). Since the beginning of 2016, 13 training and capacity building sessions on the MRM have 

been organized for 403 participants, including 69 women. 42 cases of rape against women and girls, including nine cases 

of rape against minors, were identified in Kaga-Bandoro, Dekoa and Bangui. In addition, three cases of sexual assault 

and 29 cases of physical violence were registered. 30 survivors from the 42 registered cases received medical assistance 
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(PEP kits). Since the beginning of 2016, 9,046 survivors of victims of GBV including 1,733 survivors of sexual violence have 

been assisted by UNICEF partners.  

 

Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM)  
During the reporting period, the four implementing RRM partners (ACF, ACTED, PU-AMI, Solidarités International) 

received seven alerts and undertook three exploratory missions in Ouaka, Ouham and Ouham-Pendé prefectures and six 

Multi-Sectorial Assessments (MSAs) in Ouham, Ouham Pende, Ouaka and Nana-Gribizi prefectures. Two NFI 

interventions took place in Ouham Pende and Ouaka prefectures, reaching a total of 6,429 households (30,932 

individuals) with plastic sheeting, blankets, soap, buckets, plastic mats, mosquito nets and kitchen kits. Two WASH 

interventions carried out in Nana Grebizi and Ouham Pende reached 20,201 individuals. 

 

In 2016 a total of 29,810 households (139,799 individuals) have received NFI items, and 70,017 individuals have gained 

access to water and sanitation facilities thanks to RRM emergency interventions. This amounts to a total of 209,816 

beneficiaries. 

 

Media and External Communication  
During the reporting period, the communications team has developed a multimedia end of year report in English and in 

French for social networks, partners and donors. The communications team also facilitated the participation of the 

UNICEF Representative on a radio show on the condition of children in CAR (OCHA-funded Radio Notre Dame “synergie 

des medias”). The UNICEF CAR Facebook and Twitter pages were updated on a regular basis; the pages  are attracting a 

growing number of followers (as of December 27, 63,300 followers on Facebook and 5,160 on Twitter). 

 

Supply and Logistics 

Over the reporting period, the movement of containers in the Douala-Bangui corridor remained normal. Out of the 58 

containers in the pipeline, 17 were received in Bangui and delivered to the warehouse. The supply plan amounts to over 

$20 million for goods and over $6 million for services. The Supply Plan implementation rate as of December is 95% for 

goods and 92% for services, encompassing several activities related to vaccine campaigns, emergency assistance and 

regular humanitarian aid. New construction projects are also progressing (out of nine schools under construction, five 

are already completed, the heavy rehabilitation of three out of six schools is completed, and the 

rehabilitation/construction of eight latrines in health centers is still underway). The construction of 37 boreholes and 29 

latrines under new contracts have begun. Follow up on light rehabilitation related to over 400 schools under the EU/GPE 

funded project is ongoing.  

 

Security  
The month of December was marked by a general increase in violence. In Ouham Pende, particularly in Ngaounday – 

Koui – Bouzoum – Nana-Bakassa and Markounda, fighting took place between FDPC and Anti-Balaka and between 3R 

and RJ, causing population displacements. The situation in Kaga-Bandoro remains tense. After the incidents of last 

September in Kaga Bandoro, national staff are still residing in the UNICEF compound since they are subject to threats. 

In Ouaka and Haute-Kotto, fighting is ongoing between the Ex-Seleka coalition of MPC, FPRC and RPRC against the UDP. 

Both the Ex-Seleka coalition and the UDP are reinforcing their positions and manpower. The prevailing unrest and inter-

ethnic tension in the abovementioned areas has restricted the movement of humanitarian aid workers. 
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Funding 
In 2016, UNICEF funding requirements for CAR was US$ 55 million, with US$ 31.4 million available (which includes 

carried over funds of US$ 10 million), and a funding gap of 44 per cent. Education and Health remained critically 

underfunded. In 2017, UNICEF is requesting US$ 46.3 million to target 850,000 people, including 600,000 children. 

 
Funding Requirements (as defined in the Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) 

Appeal Sector 
2016 

requirements 
Funds available* 

Funding Gap 

$ % 

Nutrition 7,200,000 5,903,481 1,296,519 18% 

Health and HIV/AIDS 9,250,000 4,069,783 5,180,217 56% 

Water, Sanitation & 

Hygiene 
7,227,000 4,715,786 2,511,214 35% 

Child Protection 12,900,000 6,594,327 6,305,673 49% 

Education 6,118,000 1,569,779 4,548,221 74% 

Rapid Response 

Mechanism 
13,000,000 8,602,063 4,397,937 34% 

Total 55,695,000 31,455,219 24,239,781 44% 

* ‘Funds available’ includes funding received against current appeal as well as carry-forward from the previous year. 

 

 
 
Next SitRep: 1 January 2017 
 
UNICEF CAR on Twitter: https://twitter.com/UNICEF_CAR 

UNICEF CAR on Facebook: www.facebook.com/UNICEFCAR 

UNICEF CAR Humanitarian Action for Children 2016: http://www.unicef.org/appeals/car.html 

 

 
 
 
  

Who to 

contact for 

further 

information: 

Aboubackry Tall 

Representative 

Central African Republic 

Tel: +236 7055 0205 

Email: mmfall@unicef.org 

 

Speciose Hakizimana 

Deputy Representative 

Central African Republic 

Tel: +236 7055 0206 

Email: shakizimana@unicef.org 
 

Suzanne Suh 

Fundraising and Reporting 

Central African Republic 

Tel: +236 7017 8040 

Email: ssuh@unicef.org 
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Annex A 
 

SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 

 Cluster Response  UNICEF and IPs  

 

2016  

Target 

 

Total 

Results 

Change 

since last 

report  
▲▼ 

 2016 

Target  

Total 

Results 

Change since 

last report  
▲▼ 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE 

Number of affected people 

provided with access to improved 

sources of water as per agreed 

standards 

       700,000         898,570  
         

52,016  

       

400,000  

              

538,864  
         52,016  

Number of affected people 

provided with sanitation facilities 

as per agreed standards 

       700,000         279,787             4,250    250,000        92,254             4,250  

Number of internally displaced 

households provided with WASH 

NFI kits 

         50,000           69,307             1,200       10,000         15,513             1,200  

EDUCATION       

Number of children who received 

learning materials 
       350,000           70,941                    -    300,000       59,114                    -   

Number of displaced children aged 

3 to 17 years with access to 

education in temporary learning 

spaces with teachers trained in 

psychosocial support 

         70,000           44,245                    -       60,000        40,258                    -   

HEALTH       

Number of children under 5 

immunized against measles in IDP 

sites and epidemic districts 

n/a 18,570 33,162                   -   

Number of children under 5, 

including those in IDP sites and 

enclaves, with access to essential 

health services and medicines 

n/a 500,000 212,976           41,761  

NUTRITION       

Number of children aged 6-59 

months with Severe Acute 

Malnutrition (SAM) admitted for 

therapeutic care 

29,250 23,956           1,478  29,250 23,956             1,478  

Recovery rate ≥75% 87.81%                    0  ≥75% 87.81%                    0  

Death rate <10% 2.13%                  (0) <10% 2.13%                  0 

Default rate <15% 10.05%                  (0) <15% 10.05%                  0 

CHILD PROTECTION       

Number of unaccompanied and 

separated children reunited with 

their families 

3,500 288                   -   500 287                   -   

Number of children released from 

armed forces and groups 
5,660 4,018                304  3,000 3,982                304  

Number of women and children 

identified as survivors of sexual 

violence have access to holistic 

support 

7,000 1733                627  3,500 1733                627  

HIV and AIDS 

Number of children born to 

mothers who are HIV positive who 

have access to appropriate 

treatment 

n/a 4,060 1,903                  50  

Number of pregnant women living 

with HIV who received ARVs for 

PMTCT 

n/a 4,906 3,161                118  
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RAPID RESPONSE MECHANISM 

Number of acutely vulnerable 

households following a shock that 

received rapid assistance with NFIs 

n/a 40,000       29,810  6,429 

Number of acute acutely vulnerable 

people following a shock that 

received rapid and appropriate 

assistance in WASH 

n/a 80,000 70,017  20,201 


