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UNICEF’s response with partners 

SECTORS 

 

INDICATORS UNICEF 2016 SECTOR 2016 

UNICEF 

Target 

Cumulative 

Results (#) 

SECTOR 

Target 

Cumulative 

Results (#) 

NUTRITION Number of children aged 6 to 59 months assessed 

for acute malnutrition through mass-screening 

Number of children under 5 with SAM admitted to 

therapeutic feeding programmes 

514,148 

48,500 

0 

12,733 

1,431,468 

48,500 

01 

12,733 

HEALTH Number and % of people treated for cholera 

Number of children under 15, and pregnant women 

reached with essential drugs  

500: 100 % 

175,000 

22: 100%2 

175,000 

500: 100% 

442,000 

22: 100% 

175,000 

WASH 

 

Number of affected people accessing a minimum of 

7.5 liters of clean and safe water per person per day 

Number of affected people provided with hygiene 

supplies and information on good hygiene practices 

161,500 

280,000 

19,187 

19,187 

342,000 

342,000 

19,187 

19,187 

CHILD 

PROTECTION 

Number of children and adolescents benefitting 

from critical Child Protection services 
13,000 14,728 44,468 14,728 

EDUCATION 

 

Number of children benefitting from Education in 

Emergencies support 
75,000 6,855 213,000 6,855 

C4D 

 

Number of children and adolescents benefiting from 

peace, social mobilization and life skills education 
100,000 66,997 n/a n/a 

                                                        
1 Mass screening to begin in June 2016. 
2 100 per cent of the 22 cases identified have been treated. 

Highlights 
 

• Successful advocacy by UNICEF and partners led to the transfer of 60 

boys detained and held in adult prisons throughout the country to re-

education centers for children in Rumonge and Ruyigi. 

• 31 children accused of participation in armed groups last year completed 

a 3-month vocational training programme and received kits to facilitate 

their community reintegration. 

• Following torrential rains and flooding that affected roughly 4,200 

people, UNICEF and the Burundi Red Cross are constructing water 

supplies and sanitation facilities and distributing essential items 

including soap and jerry cans to affected families. 

 

 

Key figures 

 

5,720 
Children receiving psychosocial 

support in Child Friendly Spaces in 

May (UNICEF, 31 May 2016) 

 

265,092 
Burundi refugees seeking asylum in 

neighboring countries 
(UNHCR, 29 May 2016) 

 

3,625,778  
Reported malaria cases 

(MOH, 19 May 2016)  
 

76 % Unfunded 
UNICEF Burundi  

2016 HAC: US$16.54m 
(UNICEF, 31 May 2o16) 

 

A child receives counselling at a drop-in center for street children in Ngozi.  

Photo © UNICEF Burundi/2016/J. Har0 
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Humanitarian Needs 
The political and security situation in Burundi remains volatile and continues to impact the humanitarian 

situation. The total number of refugees in neighboring countries has increased to 265,092, while the number 

of displaced people registered in four provinces is 41,752 (IOM, April 2016), of which 58 per cent are children. 

Among the displaced, 67 per cent reported leaving their homes for social and political reasons. 

 

More than 1,600 Burundians were deported in mid-May from Rwanda. Preliminary assessments from UNHCR 

and OHCHR show that about 70 per cent of these deportees are women and children who were living illegally 

in Rwanda. They were given the choice to go to refugee camps or return to Burundi, and have chosen the latter. 

The Burundi Red Cross (BRC) in collaboration with IOM, Care, Concern Worldwide and World Vision have 

already provided non-food items to facilitate their reintegration. UNICEF is closely following up on all child 

protection issues, especially for separated and unaccompanied children and continues to monitor the situation 

to support access to essential social services. 

 

Torrential rains and flooding which occurred mid-May in Gatumba affected 755 households (or about 4200 

people), half of which are women and a quarter of which are children under 5. This new emergency was well 

managed by the National Emergency Platform in collaboration with line Ministries, and with the support of 

IOM, BRC, UN agencies and NGO partners. 

 

According to Ministry of Health (MoH) data, on 19 May, a total of 3,625,778 cases of malaria and 1,716 deaths 

were reported (compared to 1,468,021 cases and 645 deceased during the same period in 2015). Partners are 

closely monitoring the situation and a newly arrived WHO consultant will assist the MoH in the causal analysis 

of this epidemic. UNICEF is working with the Health Management Information System (HMIS) team to improve 

data analysis. No cholera cases were reported in May. The last cholera case was reported on 21 April with a 

cumulative of 22 cases in 2016. All patients have been treated and released from the hospital.  

 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  
UNICEF actively participates in the UN country team (UNCT) and inter-sectoral meetings, which lead the 

strategic and cross-sectoral coordination of the humanitarian response. UNICEF currently leads the water, 

sanitation and hygiene (WASH), Nutrition and Education sectors and co-leads the Health sector and Child 

Protection sub-cluster. 

 

Following the flooding in Gatumba, UNICEF conducted a rapid assessment for WASH, Child Protection and 

Education to identify the urgent needs and provide immediate assistance in collaboration with line Ministries 

and NGO partners. Immediate response interventions included the provision of access to water and sanitation 

facilities, provision of schools supplies in affected schools and the distribution of recreation kits to support the 

establishment of Child Friendly Spaces in both host communities and relocation sites. Discussion are ongoing 

with all stakeholders to identify the sites where the affected households will be relocated in the coming days. 

In addition, UNICEF is collaborating with the Department of Children and Family of the Ministry of Social 

Affairs, the BRC and Play International to ensure children receive psychosocial support and benefit from 

recreation activities.  

 

UNICEF continues to scale up its emergency programme, within the framework of the 2016 Humanitarian 

Action for Children (HAC), to provide an integrated response to the most vulnerable women and children of 

Burundi.  

 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response   
 

Child Protection 

Many children in contested areas continue to be regularly exposed to violence, making psychosocial support 

interventions critical. This month, 5,720 new child participants (4,302 boys, 1,418 girls) took part in recreational 

activities and received psychosocial support in Child Friendly Spaces in Bujumbura Mairie. This substantial 
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spike in new participants appears to be linked to the return of families who had been previously displaced from 

contested neighborhoods. Nine additional Child Friendly Spaces have been established and are operational, 

bringing the total number of Child Friendly Spaces available in the most affected areas to 37. 

 

Activities by UNICEF, OHCHR and partners including monitoring, detention visits, and advocacy on behalf of 

detained children are critical responses to ongoing arbitrary arrests and detentions. This month, UNICEF and 

OHCHR visited the Rumonge prison and identified 28 children held alongside adults.  

 

Following advocacy, 60 boys held in adult prisons throughout the country were moved to re-education centers 

for children in Rumonge and Ruyigi. 35 boys at the Rumonge re-education center are accused of participation 

in armed groups, and 20 are sentenced while 15 are in pre-trial detention. The Minister of Justice committed 

to hold court proceedings for all the children in early June. 

 

28 cases of boys detained were documented in Bujumbura-Mairie, Gitega, Ngozi, Mwaro, Muyinga and 

Rumonge provinces, and 14 of the children were accused of participation in armed groups or related charges. 

Seven detained children were released following advocacy by UNICEF, OHCHR and partners. Advocacy is 

ongoing in favor of a 14-year-old boy detained despite being below the age of legal responsibility.  

 

Temporary care of formerly detained and 

other unaccompanied and separated children 

continues, as well as reintegration of children 

into their families and communities. UNICEF, 

through an NGO partner, is providing 

temporary care for 13 vulnerable girls, while 

family tracing continues. Following 

temporary care and family tracing, one girl 

was reintegrated with her family in Kayanza 

province, and one boy was reintegrated in 

Makamba province with his family.  

31 boys who were accused of association with 

armed groups in 2015 completed a 3-month 

vocational training implemented by Terre des 

Hommes and supported by UNICEF and the Ministry of Justice. The end of term ceremony was attended by 

the Minister of Justice, UNICEF and partners on 25 May. The boys will continue receiving reintegration support, 

and have been provided with reintegration kits.  

 

Health & Nutrition  

During the reporting period, the preparation of the mass screening for acute malnutrition for children under 5 

continued with the MoH and partners, preparation activities included the prepositioning of supplies, training 

of staff and sensitization of local leaders. Regular programming for the management of severe acute 

malnutrition (SAM) continued, with the distribution of 8,719 cartons of ready-to-use therapeutic food (RUTF) 

nationwide to support the continuity of community-based screening and treatment of children suffering from 

SAM.  

 

While timely reporting of community-based management of acute malnutrition (CMAM) remains a challenge, 

available MoH data shows that 12,733 children (5,750 girls and 5,576 boys) have been admitted into the 

programme since January 2016, representing 26 per cent of the sector and UNICEF target for 2016.  

UNICEF supported the MoH to improve data analysis and follow-up of cholera cases via RapidPro (SMS 

reporting) through training 250 medical personnel from national, provincial and district levels as well as health 

centers in cholera prone provinces, ensuring that the RapidPro database corresponds to the HMIS database.  

Meanwhile, the emergency food security analysis (EFSA) conducted by WFP in April 2016 indicated that one 

out of two households in Burundi is food insecure, affecting 4.6 million people, including an estimated 800,000 

children under 5. About 40 per cent of households are using emergency coping strategies to face food 

A 17-year-old boy formerly detained on crisis-related charges rides his bicycle 

in his home community after successful reintegration. © UNICEF 

Burundi/2016/K. Prinsloo 
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insecurity, with Cankuzo province being the most affected, as one out of two households use 75 per cent of 

their income on food. UNICEF is working closely with the MoH to ensure timely delivery of lifesaving nutrition 

supplies and close program monitoring in provinces most affected by food insecurity. 

 

WASH 

In May, torrential rains caused new flooding, resulting in house destruction and the displacement of 4,187 

people, including 2,067 women and 990 children under 5 in Gatumba commune, Bujumbura Rural province. 

Following the identification of temporary displacement sites, UNICEF and BRC are accelerating the 

construction of water supply and sanitation facilities, combined with WASH kit distribution. Once settled, BRC 

will provide hygiene promotion since the area is prone to cholera outbreaks. Water supply will be facilitated 

initially with water trucking while connection to the existing water networks will be arranged with the 

government. Since the aquifer is close to the land’s surface in the area, digging deep enough pits for latrines is 

a challenge. Alternative types of latrines are being explored to meet the needs of the affected population. As 

the WASH in emergency sectoral group lead, UNICEF is coordinating the response with other key sectoral 

actors such as IOM, International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and Norwegian Church Aid (NCA).  

 

UNICEF with BRC conducted a follow up assessment of two flood displacement sites (Gitaza and Cashi) in 

Rumonge province since more than 1,900 people, including 920 women and 260 children have settled in the 

sites for six and four months respectively. In Gitaza, temporary latrines are well used and maintained, yet need 

some rehabilitation due to soil erosion related to heavy rains.  

 

Furthermore, in order to settle another 42 displaced households who had been staying with host communities 

in the affected area, additional latrines, handwashing facilities and hygiene kits are required. In Cashi site, there 

is a need of additional handwashing facilities next to the latrines as well as materials for latrine cleaning. 

Construction and re-distribution of hygiene kits containing soap, jerry-cans, buckets and child potties will be 

procured shortly to cover all the affected households. 

 

Communication for Development (C4D) 

UNICEF C4D activities continue efforts to strengthen cholera prevention in schools. NGO partner CADEVI has 

been working in schools to promote hygiene and sanitation with the objective of training teachers and students 

on how to reduce school vulnerability to cholera. In the province of Makamba, 22,488 students (12,364 girls 

and 11,724 boys) received lessons from teachers on hygiene and sanitation. The first objective was keeping 

school bathrooms clean and hygienic. As not all schools have water, Tippy-taps (simple handwashing devices) 

were constructed next to latrines. In addition, 216 hygiene clubs were created and supported by teachers and 

school directors.  The students transported water for the Tippy-taps and established rules on keeping toilets 

and hands clean after use. The students also shared what they had learned with their families, resulting in 241 

Tippy-taps being built in nearby homes by students.   

 

To address the vulnerability of unskilled youth and 

adolescents to engage in risk-taking behavior in 

Makamba and Rumonge provinces, youth have been 

participating in the peacebuilding program of 

UNICEF partner PEAB (Anglican Church of Burundi). 

Peer educators trained on life skills have started to 

conduct outreach activities on gender based 

violence, underage pregnancy and HIV prevention, 

and to date have reached 2,022 people (1,406 young 

women and 616 young men). In other communities 

the outreach interventions focused on HIV testing. 

Sexually active youth were encouraged to get tested for HIV, which resulted in 597 youth determining their 

HIV status. Some groups wanted to learn about peaceful resolution of conflicts and the fight against 

discrimination, resulting in outreach interventions to an additional 737 youth (413 young women and 324 young 

men).    

Alfred, a 24-year-old peer educator in Rumonge, is setting positive 

examples in his community. “If we are together, we can develop our 

country. If we are divided, we will achieve nothing.” © UNICEF 

Burundi/2016/Y. Nijimbere 
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Education 

Following the flooding in Gatumba province, a rapid assessment was conducted in collaboration with the 

Ministry of Education (MOE) and in consultation with the national platform for emergencies, to identify specific 

education needs and support needed for affected children in schools. In addition, the return of refugees, 

including children, from Rwanda into the northern province of Kirundo, Ngozi and Kayanza is likely to result in 

the need to provide temporary learning spaces and school and recreational supplies until these children can be 

properly integrated back into local schools.   

 

The education team continued to pursue the issue of the organizing exams for approximately 2,800 Burundian 

refugees in Tanzania. To gain a better understanding of the context, including opportunities and constraints, 

a UNICEF Burundi team visited the Burundi refugee camps in Tanzania at the end of May, in collaboration with 

UNICEF Tanzania, UNHCR and Education Camp authorities.  Potential options for holding the exams this year 

will be discussed with UNICEF colleagues in the region as well as the government of Burundi so that necessary 

action can be taken by all concerned parties. 

 

Finally, work has continued with Handicap International (HI) on an initiative focusing on the promotion of 

schools as zones of peace and strengthening the capacities of teachers to identify and respond to the psycho-

social needs of children. During the month of May, rapid assessments (through site visits and the use of 

questionnaires) of potential target schools were undertaken by HI to ascertain the needs. As a result, all 20 

schools have now been identified for a pilot phase which has been approved by the local education authorities. 

The initiative was also presented to the National Platform for Psycho-social and Mental Health Agencies to 

raise awareness of the proposed actions and ensure alignment with other programmes. Preparatory work for 

the implementation of the initiative has also progressed with the development of a first draft of the baseline 

study together with the recruitment of the necessary technical staff underway.   

 

Funding  
In 2016, UNICEF Burundi is appealing for US$ 16,540,000. The amount received to date stands at US$ 3,954, 

784 (24 per cent funded). UNICEF continues to scale up its humanitarian response to respond to the increasing 

needs of women and children in a context of heightened vulnerability, increasing protection violations, 

recurrent floods, and displacement; all of which require timely and adequate funds. 

 

Appeal Sector 

2016 UNICEF 

Humanitarian 

Requirements 

Funds Received 

Against 2016 HAC 

(US$) 

Funding Gap Against 2016 

HAC (US$) 

US$ per cent 

Nutrition  2,400,000 1,175,000 1,225,000 51 % 

Health 5,160,000 200,000 4,960,000 96 % 

WASH 3,600,000 1,386,550 2,213,450 61 % 

Child Protection  2,400,000 872,000 1,528,000 64 % 

Education 2,000,000 321,234 1,678,766 84 % 

Communication & Participation 600,000 0 600,000 100% 

Sector coordination 380,000 0 380,000 100% 

 Sub-Total  16,540,000 3,954,784 12, 585,216 76 % 
 

 

Next SitRep: 30 June 2016 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

  

Who to 

contact for 

further 

information: 

Bo Viktor Nylund 

Representative 

Burundi 

Tel: +257 22202010 

Email: bvnylund@unicef.org 

 

 

Sophie Leonard  

Deputy Representative 

Burundi 

Tel: +257 2220 2029 

Email: sleonard@unicef.org 

 

Nathalie F. Hamoudi 

Chief Emergency 

Burundi 

Tel: +257 2220 2024 

Email: nhamoudi@unicef.org 

 

 


