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UNICEF response with partners 
SECTORS 

 

INDICATORS UNICEF 2016 SECTOR 2016 

UNICEF 

Target 

Cumulative 

Results 

SECTOR 

Target 

Cumulative 

Results  

NUTRITION Number of children under 5 

with SAM admitted to 

therapeutic feeding 

programmes 

48,500 19,670 48,500 19,670 

HEALTH Number and % of people 

treated for cholera 

Number of children under 15, 

and pregnant women 

reached with essential drugs  

500: 100 % 

175,000 

22: 100%1 

175,000 

500: 100% 

442,000 

22: 100% 

175,000 

WASH 

 

Number of affected people 

accessing a minimum of 7.5 

liters of clean and safe water 

per person per day 

161,500 

 

14,1392 

 

342,000 

 

14,139 

 

CHILD 

PROTECTION 

Number of children and 

adolescents benefitting from 

critical Child Protection 

services 

13,000 20,061 44,468 20,061 

EDUCATION 

 

Number of children 

benefitting from Education in 

Emergencies support 

75, 000 61,535 213,000 61,535 

C4D 

 

Number of children and 

adolescents benefiting from 

peace, social mobilization 

and life skills education 

100,000 112,646 n/a n/a 

                                                        
1 100% of the 22 cases identified treated. 
2 This figure has been revised from the last situation report, as assistance was given to the affected people in the existing displacement site in Gatumba, not all 

flood affected people. 

Highlights 
 

• High level advocacy conducted by UNICEF and partners, 

combined with legal assistance to affected children, led to the 

safe release of all 44 children under 18 detained on charges of 

contempt of the head of state.  

• In a context of rising food prices and vulnerability of families, 

UNICEF and partners began conducting mass door-to-door 

screening of malnutrition amongst children in six vulnerable 

provinces. 

• Over 2,000 children diagnosed with severe acute malnutrition 

(SAM) were referred to health centers for life-saving treatment 

over the past month. 

Key figures 
 

275,682 
Refugees seeking asylum in 

neighboring countries 
(UNHCR, 26 July 2016) 

 

61,268 
Estimated internally displaced people 

in 7 provinces 
(IOM, 28 July 2016) 

 

59% 
Of IDPs who are children 

(IOM, 28 July 2016) 

 

4,551,292 
Reported malaria cases 

(MOH, 21 July 2016)  
 

A volunteer community healthworker screens 

a child for malnutrition in Cibitoke province.  

Photo © UNICEF Burundi/2016/J. Haro 

 

*Funds available includes funding received 

for the current appeal year as well as the 

carry-forward from the previous year. 

Funds Received

Carry Forward

Funding Gap

2016 funding 
requirements: 
$16.54 million 

Funds received: 
$4.87m* 

Funding gap: 
$10.31m 

Carry forward: 
$1.35m* 

Funding Status 
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Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs 
The political, security and economic situation in Burundi remains volatile and continues to increase 

humanitarian needs. The devaluation of the Burundian Franc on the informal market has put additional 

pressure on the existing fragile economic situation of the country, in particular the purchasing power of the 

most vulnerable families.   

The total number of refugees in neighboring countries (Tanzania, DRC, Rwanda, Uganda and Zambia) has 

increased to 275,682 while the number of internally displaced people registered in seven provinces is 61,268 

(IOM, July 2016), of which 59 per cent are children. Among the displaced, 68 per cent reported leaving their 

homes for social and political reasons. 

The number of Burundians deported from Rwanda stands at 4,300 people as of July 2016. UNICEF and partners 

are closely following up on all child protection issues, especially on separated and unaccompanied children and 

continue to monitor the overall situation to ensure children have access to essential social services. In 

collaboration with Terre des Hommes, seven unaccompanied children were reunited with their families.  Terre 

des Hommes is also conducting follow up visits and will facilitate their return to schools or integration into 

vocational training programmes.  

UNICEF, OHCHR, FENADEB (association of national child rights organizations) and partners continued to 

closely monitor and advocate on behalf of children accused of scribbling in their textbooks the photo of the 

President of the Republic, and charged with contempt from the head of state, leading to the release of all 

children. Initially, more than 700 hundred children were expelled from school, and some accused and detained 

facing fines and up to 5 years in prison. To date, at least forty-four children (32 boys, 12 girls) had been detained 

and all children have been released or temporarily released; however at least 10 youth (above 18) remain in 

detention.  

Despite a slower increase in cases, reported malaria cases are still more than double those of previous years at 

the same period, with a cumulative total in 2016 of 4,551,292 cases of malaria and 2,228 deaths (MoH, 21 July 

2016) compared to 2,560,958 cases and 1,137 deaths in 2015.  

On a positive note, no new cholera case has been recorded since 21 April; the cumulative total of cholera cases 

in 2016 remains at 22 with no deaths reported. All patients were treated in a timely manner as a result of 

preparedness initiatives and supply prepositioning in all high-risk areas, made possible through DfID funding. 

 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination 
UNICEF actively participates in the UN country team (UNCT) and inter-sectoral meetings, which lead the 

strategic and cross-sectoral coordination of the humanitarian response. UNICEF currently leads the WASH, 

Nutrition and Education sectors and co-leads the Health sector and Child Protection sub-cluster.  

 

UNICEF is currently contributing to the revision of the inter-agency contingency plan that will cover the period 

from July to December 2016. New scenarios will include risks of new epidemics such as malaria and yellow 

fever as well as an increased influx of Congolese refugees as a result of possible election-related violence in 

DRC. In addition, the programme criticality framework was submitted to the Humanitarian Country team 

(HCT) on 14 July for final review and approval. 

 

Humanitarian Strategy 
During its 14 July meeting, the HCT agreed to submit a mid-year report to the CERF Secretariat in September 

2016 to take stock of the humanitarian achievements to date. It was also decided that the 2016 Humanitarian 

Response Plan (HRP) will not be revised in July 2016; instead the Humanitarian Needs Overview will be revised 

in preparation for a possible 2017 HRP. 

UNICEF continues to scale up its emergency response within the framework of the 2016 Humanitarian Action 

for Children (HAC), to provide an integrated response to the most vulnerable women and children of Burundi.  
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Summary Analysis of Programme Response   

Child Protection 
Child-Friendly Spaces (CFS) are continuing to provide stability for both in and out-of-school children in 

violence-affected areas of Bujumbura Mairie. In July, children participated in various recreational activities and 

received psychosocial support with referrals to other services as required. The Platform for Psychosocial and 

Mental Health (PPSM) reached 208 children (142 boys, 66 girls) with individual psychosocial support, referred 

by either CFS (114), schools (64) or other sources (30) this month. In addition, six new CFS with the same 

services were established in Rumonge province, reaching additional displaced and vulnerable children.  

Through collaboration with the Burundi Red Cross, UNICEF has provided recreational activities to 148 children 

in displacement sites in Gatumba. 

Regular monitoring of detention cells by UNICEF, OHCHR and partners led to the identification in July of 48 

children (30 boys, 18 girls) detained on crisis-related charges; 41 of them were later released. Those still 

detained are charged with participation in armed groups and illegal possession of arms. Five boys in Bujumbura 

Rural were detained for refusing to play the drums for the Independence Day Celebration, but were released 

following advocacy.  

UNICEF is alarmed by the continued allegations of trafficking of girls and women. In July, a member of a local 

level Child Protection Committee in Gitega helped 

prevent the trafficking of at least eight girls 

through raising awareness and helping several 

girls return to their native province.  

 

Increased numbers of children living in the streets 

were pressured to leave the streets and 

consequently arrested and detained, but released 

on the same day. UNICEF and partners are 

advocating with authorities in favor of 

reintegration children living in the streets back into 

their homes and communities in a manner that 

respects their rights and provides them with 

appropriate support and follow up.  

 

Health & Nutrition  

UNICEF continues to support the continuity of free access to primary health care services for the most 

vulnerable women and children by distributing and monitoring the use of essential drugs to more than 900 

health facilities located in 46 health districts nationwide. UNICEF conducted monthly supervision in 18 health 

sentinel centres in addition to supporting a nationwide field mission under the leadership of the Ministry of 

Health (MoH) to monitor the use of essential drugs donated by UNICEF. 

While timely reporting of routine data for community-based management of acute malnutrition (CMAM) 

remains a challenge, available MoH data shows that 19,670 children (10,109 girls and 9,561 boys) have been 

admitted into the program since January 2016, representing 41 per cent of the sector and UNICEF target for 

2016.  

UNICEF, in collaboration with nutrition sector partners is monitoring the nutrition situation of children through 

a combination of routine monitoring of the nationwide CMAM program and community door-to-door mass 

screening for acute malnutrition in the six priority provinces (Cibitoke, Bujumbura Rural, Bujumbura Mairie, 

Rumonge, Makamba and Kirundo).  

Preliminary results from mass screening in three of the six priority provinces (Bujumbura Rural, Rumonge and 

Makamba) indicate that a cumulative total of 182,776 children aged 6 to 59 months have been reached while 

this activity is ongoing in Cibitoke, Bujumbura Mairie and Kirundo provinces. As a result, 2,052 children 

identified with severe acute malnutrition (SAM) were referred for appropriate treatment. To ensure timely 

access to treatment of children referred for SAM, a cumulative total of 26,544 cartons of ready-to-use 

Aimable, an 11-year-old boy who spent 7 years on the street, is now 

safe back at home and school thanks to UNICEF and partners.  

© UNICEF Burundi/2016/J. Haro 
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therapeutic food (RUTF), 501 cartons of F75 therapeutic milk and 325 cartons of F100 therapeutic milk have 

been procured and delivered to 245 CMAM facilities nationwide.  

 

WASH 

During the reporting period, UNICEF and partners continued to respond to the needs of flood-affected people 

living in 4 different camps in Bujumbura Rural and Rumonge provinces; assisting refugees in Cankuzo as well 

as mitigating and preventing further cholera outbreak in high-risk areas of Kirundo and Makamba. 

UNICEF and implementing partners, the Burundian Red Cross (BRC), Norwegian Church Aid (NCA), COPED, 

AIDE, CADEVI and AOP completed a water supply grid in Kavumu for about 10,410 Congolese refugees; 126 

gender segregated latrines with handwashing facilities; 50 showers and 2 dumping sites. Hygiene kits were 

distributed to over 1,000 households and 150 community health workers were trained on cholera prevention 

and hygiene promotion.  

UNICEF pre-positioned hygiene kit items for 2,000-4,000 households (approx. 10-20,000 people), including 

dignity items for 10,000 women and girls. 

 

Communication for Development (C4D) 

UNICEF’s NGO partner Tubiyage is using participative community narrative theatre in the vulnerable provinces 

of Kirundo, Ruyigi, Bubanza and Bujumbura Mairie to strengthen the prevention of sexual and gender-based 

violence (SGBV) at the community level. Over 392 narrative theatre enactments were publically performed, 

engaging 12,391 people (3 823 men, 3 539 women, 2 667 boys and 2 362 girls).  

 

Education  

Substantial progress was made in July on the issue of examinations for 2,919 Burundian refugees in Tanzania 

(who have continued to follow the Burundian curriculum). A delegation from the Ministry of Education (MOE) 

in Burundi, which included the Permanent Secretary, Head of the Evaluation Department and Education in 

Emergency Advisor and two UNICEF Burundi staff members visited Tanzania on 10-13 July 2016 to meet with 

the MOE of Tanzania, UNHCR and UNICEF Tanzania to discuss modalities of administering exams. The exams 

have been scheduled for 23-26 August 2016.  

UNICEF, in collaboration with WFP, UNPA, UNDP, is supporting the MOE to organize summer camps in 

Bujumbura Mairie in August 2016. As a result, 10,000 children and adolescents aged 6-18 years old will access 

sport and recreation activities and be provided with life skills, including peace education and conflict resolution, 

with a focus on strengthening social cohesion. 

As part of the Schools as Zones of Peace Project, UNICEF partner Handicap International conducted a baseline 

study at the end of June in the 20 targeted schools. The overall objective was to measure the knowledge, 

behaviors and practice on risks related to arms and feeling of insecurity among students and teachers. Findings 

will be available at the end of August. 

 

External Communication 

Twenty-two new child journalists from five priority peacebuilding provinces and Bujumbura Mairie received a 

two-week training on digital communications and photojournalism, further enabling Burundian children to 

advocate in favor of their own rights on additional platforms. The same group strengthened their 

competencies in radio journalism through live and recorded broadcasts on three different radio stations.  

A blog and human interest story on the re-education center for children in conflict with the law in Rumonge 

was published on UNICEF’s global website and blog, garnering hundreds of likes and shares on social media.  

 

Funding  

In 2016, UNICEF Burundi is appealing for US$ 16,540,000. The funding available to date stands at 

US$ 6,221,986 (38 % funded) which includes the funding received in this current appeal year as well as the 

carry-forward from the previous year. Despite funding shortfalls, UNICEF continues to scale up its 

humanitarian response to respond to the increasing needs of women and children in a context of heightened 
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vulnerability, increasing protection violations, recurrent floods, and displacement; all of which require timely 

and adequate funds. With adequate and predicable funding, UNICEF together with its partners will be able to 

respond effectively where the needs are greatest.  

 

Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Appeal for 2016) 

Appeal Sector Requirements Funds Available*  
Funding Gap  

US$ per cent 

Nutrition  2,400,000 2,091,134 308,866 13% 

Health 5,160,000 1,451,068* 3,708,932 72% 

WASH 3,600,000 1,386,550 2,213,450 61% 

Child Protection  2,400,000 872,000 1,528,000 64% 

Education 2,000,000 321,234 1,678,766 84% 

Communication & Participation 600,000 100,000* 500,000 83% 

Sector coordination 380,000 0 380,000 100% 

Total 16,540,000 6,221,986 10,318,014 62% 

*Funds available includes funding received for the current appeal year as well as the carry-forward from the previous year.  

 

 

Next SitRep: 31 August 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who to 

contact for 

further 

information: 

Bo Viktor Nylund 

Representative 

Burundi 
Tel: +257 22202010 

Email: bvnylund@unicef.org 

 

Sophie Leonard  

Deputy Representative 

Burundi 

Tel: +257 2220 2029 

Email: sleonard@unicef.org 

 

Nathalie F. Hamoudi 

Chief Emergency 

Burundi 
Tel: +257 2220 2024 

Email: nhamoudi@unicef.org 
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SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 

 

 

 
 

 

                                                        
3 This figure has been revised from the last sitrep, as assistance was given to the affected people in the existing displacement site in Gatumba, not all flood 

affected people. 
4 100% of the 22 cases identified treated. 
5 Mass screening was completed in 3 provinces and will continue in August for the remaining 3 targeted provinces. 

2016 UNICEF Burundi 

Sector  Response  UNICEF and IPs  

2016  

Target 

 

Total Results  2016 Target  Total Results 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE 

Number of affected people accessing a 

minimum of 7.5 liters of clean and safe water 

per person per day 

342,000 

 

14,1393 

 

161,500 

 

14,1392 

 

Number of affected people provided with 

hygiene supplies and information on good 

hygiene practices 

342,000 14,139 280,000 14,139 

EDUCATION 

Number of children benefitting from 

Education in Emergencies support 
213,000 61,535 75,000 61,535 

Number of teachers trained in Education in 

Emergencies 
3,000 2,000 1,500 2,000 

HEALTH 

Number and % of people treated for cholera 500: 100 % 22: 100%4 500: 100% 22: 100% 

Number of children under 15, and pregnant 

women reached with essential drugs 
175,000 

 

175,000 

 

442,000 

 

175,000 

 

NUTRITION 

Number of children aged 6 to 59 months 

assesses for acute malnutrition through mass-

screening 

1,431,468 182,7765 514,148 182,776 

Number of children under 5 with SAM 

admitted to therapeutic feeding programmes 
48,500 19,670 48,500 19,670 

CHILD PROTECTION 

Number of children and adolescents 

benefitting from critical Child Protection 

services 

44,468 20,061 13,000 20,061 

Number of vulnerable children having daily 

access to care and psychosocial support 

through the establishment of 50 child-friendly 

spaces/centres 

10,000 18,273 8,000 18,273 

C4D 

Number of children and adolescents 

benefiting from peace, social mobilization and 

life skills education 

  100,000 112,646 

Number of households benefiting from keys 

messaging in healthy practices, hygiene 

promotion and children rights 

  100,000 89,000 


