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UNICEF response with partners 

INDICATORS 

UNICEF 2016 SECTOR 2016 

UNICEF 

Target 

Cumulative 

Results 

SECTOR 

Target 

Cumulative 

Results 

Nutrition: Number of children 

under 5 with SAM admitted to 

therapeutic feeding programmes 

48,500 31,014 48,500 31,014 

Health: Number and % of people 

treated for cholera1 

500 

(100 %) 

285 

(100 %) 
500 (100%) 

285 

(100%) 

WASH: Number of affected 

people accessing a minimum of 7.5 

liters of clean and safe water per 

person per day 

 

161,500 

 

21,439 

 

342,000 

 

 

21,439 

 

Child Protection: Number of 

children and adolescents 

benefitting from critical Child 

Protection services 

13,000 24,460 44,468 24,460 

Education: Number of children 

benefitting from Education in 

Emergencies support 

75,000 82,068 213,000 82,068 

C4D: Number of children and 

adolescents benefiting from 

peace, social mobilization and life 

skills education 

100,000 120,475 n/a n/a 

 

 

                                                        
1 100% of the 285 cases identified have been treated. 

Highlights 

 

• The number of refugees seeking asylum in neighboring countries has 

almost doubled in September compared to previous months, driving 

the total number of Burundi refugees to 301,994, the majority of 

whom continue to be children (54.6%).  

• Results from the first round of mass screening in six food insecure 

provinces revealed a global acute malnutrition (GAM) rate of children 

under 5 of 2.2% in the urban area of Bujumbura and 7.2% in northern 

Kirundo province. 

• Over the past month, nearly 3,000 children benefited from 

recreational activities and psychosocial support in the 45 Child-

Friendly Spaces operating in Bujumbura and Rumonge. 

Key figures 
 

301,994 
Refugees seeking asylum in 

neighboring countries 
(UNHCR, 27 September 2016) 

 

5,431,828 
Reported malaria cases 

(MOH, 22 September 2016)  
 

285 
Reported cases of cholera 
(MOH, 27 September 2016) 

 

38% unfunded 
UNICEF Burundi  

2016 Humanitarian Action for Children 

(HAC) appeal: US$16.54m 
 

 
Women of a Care Group  in the food insecure Kirundo province discuss health and nutrition.  

Photo © UNICEF Burundi/2016/S. Noorani 

 

Carry forward: 
$1.35 m 

Funds recieved     
to date: $8.87m

Funding gap:        
$6.32 m

Carry forward

Funds received

Funding gap

2016 funding 
requirement:      

$16.54 m

Funding Status 
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Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs 
The sociopolitical situation in Burundi remains tense and continues to spur on migration and humanitarian 

needs. In September, 15,958 people found refuge in neighboring countries (Tanzania, DRC, Rwanda, Uganda 

and Zambia), driving the total number of refugees to 301,994, the majority of whom continue to be children 

(54.6 per cent). The number of internally displaced people (IDPs) registered in seven provinces remains at 

61,168 (IOM, July 2016), of which 59 per cent are children.  

 

There have been a total of 285 reported cholera cases with one death in 2016. Cases are concentrated in six 

health districts: Kabezi, Bujumbura Mairie Nord, Bujumbura Mairie Sud, Bubanza, Mpanda and Nyanza Lac. A 

decrease in the number of cases admitted in September (70) compared to August (178) may indicate that the 

epidemic peak has been reached. The Ministry of Health (MoH) continues to lead the response in close 

collaboration with WHO, Médecins sans Frontières (MSF) Belgium and Switzerland, UNICEF and the Burundi 

Red Cross (BRC) for the Health, WASH and C4D interventions. Regular meetings continue to take place at the 

MoH to monitor the situation, progress, challenges and to strengthen coordination. 

 

The past 3 months have seen a slower increase in malaria cases. However the cumulative number of reported 

malaria cases is almost double compared to previous years at the same period, with a cumulative total in 2016 

of 5,431,828 cases of malaria, and 2,660 deaths (MoH, 22 September 2016), compared to 3,117,145 cases and 

1,426 deaths same period in 2015.  

 

 
 

Despite advocacy by UNICEF, OHCHR, FENADEB and partners, the arbitrary arrest and detention of children 

living or working in the streets continue. This month, 44 cases (37 boys, 7 girls) were documented, which though 

fewer than last month (95 cases documented), remains alarming. UNICEF partner Fondation Stamm provided 

temporary care for 5 children (4 boys, 1 girl), and FVS-Amade provided care for 4 boys. The NGO Solidarity of 

Christian Youth for Peace and Childhood (Sojpae) supported the reinsertion of 6 children (5 girls, 1 boy). All 

partners are also providing ongoing reintegration support to affected children. 

 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination 
UNICEF actively participates in the UN country team (UNCT) and inter-sectoral meetings, which lead the 

strategic and cross-sectoral coordination of the humanitarian response, and also the adoption of an updated 

Programme Criticality Framework. UNICEF currently leads the WASH, Nutrition and Education sectors and co-

leads the Health sector and Child Protection sub-cluster.  

 

An inter-agency mission composed of OCHA, UNICEF, WFP and UNHCR was in Burundi from 14-16 September 

2016 to consult with various stakeholders in preparation for the cash transfer in emergency feasibility study 

and workshop that will be held in Bujumbura from 14-18 November 2016 as part of the Preparedness and 

Response project funded by DFiD. 
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Humanitarian Strategy 
UNICEF continues to scale up its emergency response within the framework of the 2016 Humanitarian Action 

for Children (HAC), to provide an integrated response to the most vulnerable women and children of Burundi.  

 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response   

Child Protection 
UNICEF, OHCHR and partners continue to monitor detention cells, advocate for children arbitrarily or illegally 

detained and continue to provide protection and support for children. This past month, two boys were detained 

and charged with illegal possession of arms, and 47 cases of children (40 boys; 7 girls) arbitrarily arrested and 

detained were documented. Through partners Observatoire Ineza pour les Droits de l’Enfant au Burundi (OIDEB) 

and the Association of Female Jurists in Burundi (AFJB), UNICEF provided legal assistance to six boys accused 

of participation in armed groups, illegal detention of arms and threatening state security. One of the six boys 

has since been provisionally released.  

 

Within the framework of the effective implementation of the letter of the Minister of Justice dated 7 June 2016 

regarding the immediate transfer of the minors to re-education centers, 53 minors were transferred to the two 

re-education centers in Rumonge (18) and Ruyigi (35). 

 

Child-Friendly Spaces (CFS) in Bujumbura-Mairie and Rumonge provinces continue to provide recreation and 

psychosocial support for vulnerable children in violence-affected areas. This month, a total of 2,916 children 

(1,924 boys; 992 girls) benefited from recreational activities in 39 CFS run by Play International in Bujumbura-

Mairie and 6 CFS run by FVS-AMADE in Rumonge province. 

 

During the reporting period, 99 children (47 boys and 52 girls) with specific protection needs were identified 

through CFS and followed up on by social workers. To date, 16 cases have been successfully closed while other 

cases have been referred to other service providers, including the Kamenge Psychiatric Center. In addition, in 

Rumonge province, 319 children (176 boys and 143 girls) participating in CFS activities are in the process of late 

birth registration in partnership with FVS-AMADE and local civil registration services to ensure they can benefit 

from their full rights.  

 

Health & Nutrition  

With cholera cases spreading to six health districts out of 46 (Kabezi, Bujumbura Mairie Nord, Bujumbura 

Mairie Sud, Bubanza, Mpanda and Nyanza Lac), UNICEF supported the MoH in real-time monitoring of cholera 

via RapidPro technology.  

 

UNICEF continued the monitoring of the nutrition situation through a combination of routine MoH CMAM2 

data and mass screening for acute malnutrition with MUAC3 assessments reaching 437,647 children aged 6 to 

59 months (78 per cent coverage). Final results from the first round of acute malnutrition mass screening 

revealed the data presented in the table below. 

 
PROVINCE GAM PREVALENCE SAM PREVALENCE 

Kirundo 7.2 1.8 

Makamba 6.2 1.1 

Rumonge 5.2 1.5 

Bujumbura rural 4.8 1.3 

Cibitoke 4.3 0.9 

Bujumbura Mairie 2.2 0.7 

 

                                                        
2 CMAM: Community Based Management of Acute Malnutrition 
3 MUAC, Mid-Upper Arm Circumference 
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While the overall GAM and SAM prevalence levels are not alarming, UNICEF is concerned that existing 

disparities between communes within the same province might worsen during the upcoming hunger gap 

(September-November). In that regard, UNICEF has continued to support MoH and partners to implement the 

second round of mass screening planned for October, including the prepositioning of the necessary supplies. 

During the same period, World Vision International, a nutrition sector partner, conducted a mass screening 

with its own funding in the Province of Rutana reaching 57,266 children aged 6 to 59 months revealing 7.4 per 

cent and 1 per cent GAM and SAM prevalence respectively, while 1,268 children with SAM were referred for 

lifesaving treatment in UNICEF-supported CMAM centers. 

 

While late reporting of MoH routine monitoring data continues to be a major challenge, available national MoH 

data shows that a cumulative total of 31,014 children (16,076 girls, 14,938 boys) benefited from UNICEF 

supported CMAM program between January and August 2016, representing 64 per cent of the sector and 

UNICEF target for 2016.  

 

WASH 

The cholera emergency response continued this month in Bujumbura-Rural and Mairie. With the steady 

increase of cases in different locations with scarce water access, UNICEF reinforced the sectoral efforts with 2 

water trucks (45,000 liters) to allow cholera-affected people to have access to safer drinking water. With the 

support of Norwegian Church Aid (NCA), 2 additional bladders of 10,000 liters each are being installed in 

Mushungwe and Buterere, where new cases of cholera have been registered. 

 

With the support of UNICEF, the BRC disinfected 260 households and 4,800 people (including 1,119 women 

and 2,606 children), were reached with the messages on good hygiene practices for cholera prevention and 

received aquatabs for home water treatment. Nyanza-Lac commune in Makamba province (which recorded 3 

cholera cases recently), received training for community health workers on community mobilization for 

cholera prevention by UNICEF and partner AIDE. With the strengthened capacity and coordinated efforts on 

the ground, further spread of the epidemic seems to have been avoided.   

 

In coordination with the CCCM sector, UNICEF and the BRC redistributed soap to 2,800 flood-affected and 

displaced people in the 2 sites in Gatumba (Bujumbura-Rural) to further encourage hand washing with clean 

water and soap, given the prolonged duration of the sites and cholera outbreaks in neighboring communes.  

 

Communication for Development (C4D) 

Through a partnership with the BRC, UNICEF strengthened its C4D approach to fight against the increasing 

cholera cases, particularly in Bujumbura Rural and Mairie. 1,351 people (76 men, 103 women, 592 girls and 580 

boys) benefited from PEAB (Anglican Church) activities on promotion of good hygiene and sanitation including 

cholera prevention in Rumonge and Makamba provinces to ensure cholera does not spread to other areas. 

 

UNICEF and PEAB continue to intensify work on prevention of HIV/AIDS, GBV and early pregnancies in the 

province of Rumonge and Makamba, which are provinces hosting many returnees and with substantial 

population movements linked to the current sociopolitical crisis. 5,957 people (696 men, 472 women, 2,228 

girls and 2,708 boys) participated in activities promoting peacebuilding and conflict sensitivity. 

 

Education  

UNICEF is supporting the Ministry of Education in the implementation of the "Back to School" campaign, 

designed to facilitate access to and retention of students in school throughout the country. 2.6 million children 

attending basic education (50 per cent girls) and 19,000 students in Congolese refugee camps in Burundi will 

receive much-needed school supplies. In addition, at least 5,000 teachers will receive training materials and 

further training to enable them to provide quality education. The UNICEF Representative together with the 

President of the Republic and the Minister of Education launched the Back-to-School campaign on 30 

September, and also opened a new environmentally friendly constructed model school to promote a new 

approach for future school construction in Burundi. 
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UNICEF also supported the NGO Handicap International (HI) in the implementation of the project "Schools as 

Zones of Peace”, in 20 schools in various hot spots of Bujumbura Mairie. In order to better measure the impact 

of the project, HI carried out a baseline study, which revealed that 77 per cent of the students were affected by 

the current socio-political crisis. In order to provide an appropriate response to their needs, HI provided a 

training session for 240 teachers (120 women and 120 men) in psychosocial support to enable them to detect 

and refer children suffering from post-traumatic stress.  

 

External Communication 

Elections of the National Children’s Forum which were not organized last year due to security concerns were 

successfully held across all 18 provinces of Burundi, thus strengthening child-led structures which allow 

disadvantaged children to advocate for their own rights. UNICEF continues to leverage media and social media 

to increase engagement around priority issues for children in Burundi, in particular the protection of children 

from all forms of violence.  

 

In this reporting period, a photo essay on the successful reintegration of children that had been caught in 

fighting in Kayanza in July 2015 was published in the Guardian, reaching thousands of online readers through 

website hits and social media. Meanwhile, social media posts on UNICEF-supported summer camps performed 

particularly well, reaching nearly 28,000 readers. 
 

Funding  

In 2016, UNICEF Burundi is appealing for US$ 16,540,000. The funding available to date stands at 

US$ 10,224,860 (62 per cent funded) which includes the funding received in this current appeal year as well as 

the carry-over from the previous year. Despite funding shortfalls, UNICEF continues to scale up its 

humanitarian response to address the increasing needs of women and children in a context of heightened 

vulnerability, increasing protection violations, recurrent floods, and displacement; all of which require timely 

and adequate funds. With adequate and predictable funding, UNICEF and partners will be able to scale up 

effectively where the needs are greatest.  

 

Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Appeal for 2016) 

Appeal Sector Requirements Funds Available* 
Funding Gap 

US$ per cent 

Nutrition  2,400,000 4,494,008 + 2,094,008 +87 % 

 Health 5,160,000 2,551,068* 2,608,932 50% 

WASH 3,600,000 1,586,550 2,013,450 56% 

Child Protection  2,400,000 872,000 1,528,000 64% 

Education 2,000,000 321,234 1,678,766 84% 

Communication & Participation 600,000 100,000* 500,000 83% 

Sector coordination 380,000 0 380,000 100% 

Total 16,540,000 10,224,860 6,315,140 38% 

*Funds available includes funding received for the current appeal year as well as the carry-forward from the previous year.  

 

Next SitRep: 31 October 2016 

 

 

 

  

Who to 

contact for 

further 

information: 

Bo Viktor Nylund 

Representative 

Burundi 
Tel: +257 22202010 

Email: bvnylund@unicef.org 

 

Sophie Leonard  

Deputy Representative 

Burundi 

Tel: +257 2220 2029 

Email: sleonard@unicef.org 

 

Nathalie F. Hamoudi 

Chief Emergency 

Burundi 
Tel: +257 2220 2024 

Email: nhamoudi@unicef.org 
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SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 

*With the increase in humanitarian needs, UNICEF has taken on additional targets which will be reflected in UNICEF’s 2017 Burundi HAC.  

**UNICEF has reprogrammed regular programme resources to meet a portion of these results in 2016. 

 

 

 
 

                                                        
4 100% of cases identified have been treated. 
5 Mass screening was completed in 6 priority provinces, as well as an additional province (Rutana) by World Vision International 

with its own funding. 

2016 UNICEF Burundi 

Sector  Response UNICEF and IPs 

2016 

Target 

 

Total Results 2016 Target Total Results 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE 

Number of affected people accessing a 

minimum of 7.5 liters of clean and safe water 

per person per day 

 

342,000 

 

21,439 161,500 21,439 

Number of affected people provided with 

hygiene supplies and information on good 

hygiene practices 
342,000 25,739 280,000 

 

25,739 

 

EDUCATION 

Number of children benefitting from 

Education in Emergencies support* 
213,000 82,068 75,000 82,068** 

Number of teachers trained in Education in 

Emergencies 
3,000 2,240 1,500 2,240 

HEALTH 

Number and % of people treated for cholera 500: 100% 285: 100%4 500: 100% 285: 100% 

Number of children under 15, and pregnant 

women reached with essential drugs 
175,000 

 

175,000 

 

442,000 

 

175,000 

 

NUTRITION 

Number of children aged 6 to 59 months 

assesses for acute malnutrition through mass-

screening 

1,431,468 494,9135 514,148 
437,647 

 

Number of children under 5 with SAM 

admitted to therapeutic feeding programmes 
48,500 31,014 48,500 31,014 

CHILD PROTECTION 

Number of children and adolescents 

benefitting from critical Child Protection 

services* 

44,468 24,460 13,000 24,460** 

Number of vulnerable children having daily 

access to care and psychosocial support 

through the establishment of 50 child-friendly 

spaces/centres 

10,000 23,119 8,000 23,119 

C4D 

Number of children and adolescents 

benefiting from peace, social mobilization and 

life skills education* 

  100,000 120,475** 

Number of households benefiting from keys 

messaging in healthy practices, hygiene 

promotion and children rights 

  100,000 89,000 


