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UNICEF response with partners 
SECTORS 

 

INDICATORS UNICEF 2016 SECTOR 2016 

UNICEF 

Target 

Cumulative 

Results 

SECTOR 

Target 

Cumulative 

Results  

NUTRITION Number of children under 5 

with SAM admitted to 

therapeutic feeding 

programmes 

48,500 30,094 48,500 30,094 

HEALTH Number and % of people 

treated for cholera1 

Number of children under 15, 

and pregnant women reached 

with essential drugs2  

500 (100 %) 

 

175,000 

202 (100 %) 

 

175,000 

500 (100%) 

 

442,000 

202 (100%) 

 

175,000 

WASH 

 

Number of affected people 

accessing a minimum of 7.5 

liters of clean and safe water 

per person per day 

 

161,500 

 

18,139 

 

342,000 

 

 

21,439 

 

CHILD 

PROTECTION 

Number of children and 

adolescents benefitting from 

critical Child Protection 

services 

13,000 21,515 44,468 21,515 

EDUCATION 

 

Number of children 

benefitting from Education in 

Emergencies support 

75,000 82,068 213,000 82,068 

C4D 

 

Number of children and 

adolescents benefiting from 

peace, social mobilization and 

life skills education 

100,000 112,646 n/a n/a 

                                                        
1 100% of the 202 cases identified have been treated. 
2 Target met as per HAC. 

The UNICEF family in Burundi and beyond is deeply saddened by the loss of 

our dear colleague Jacques Roy, Country Representative of the WFP in 

Burundi. Jacques passed away suddenly on 31 August in Bujumbura of natural 

causes. Our deepest condolences to his family and the WFP team in Burundi. 

Highlights 
• Following advocacy by UNICEF and partners, the remaining nine 

students that had been held on charges of contempt of the head of state 

in the context of schoolbook vandalism, were released. 

• UNICEF partner FENADEB and Terre des Hommes secured the release of 

21 boys from detention. The boys are now benefiting from temporary 

care, with family tracing ongoing. 

• The Ministry of Health declared a cholera epidemic on 3 August 2016. To 

date, 180 cases have been reported, with one death.  

• 4,890 children diagnosed with severe acute malnutrition (SAM) were 

referred to health centers for life-saving treatment during community 

mass screening. 

Key figures 
 

286,036 
Refugees seeking asylum in 

neighboring countries 
(UNHCR, 31 August 2016) 

 

5,035,086 
Reported malaria cases 

(MOH, 19 August 2016)  
 

180  
Reported cases of cholera, with one 

death 
(MOH, 29 August 2016) 

 

51% unfunded 
UNICEF Burundi  

2016 Humanitarian Action for Children 

(HAC) appeal: US$16.54m 

Children participate in UNICEF-supported summer camps in Bujumbura.  

Photo © UNICEF Burundi/2016/J. Haro 

 

 

*Funds available includes funding received 

for the current appeal year as well as the 

carry-forward from the previous year. 

Funds Received

Carry Forward

Funding Gap

2016 funding 
requirements: 
$16.54 million 

Funds received: 
$6.77m* 

Funding gap: 
$8.41m 

Carry forward: 
$1.35m* 

Funding Status 
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Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs 
The political and security situation in Burundi remains volatile and continues to impact the humanitarian 

situation. The total number of refugees in neighboring countries (Tanzania, DRC, Rwanda, Uganda and 

Zambia) has increased to 286,036, while the number of internally displaced people (IDPs) registered in seven 

provinces is 61,168 (IOM, July 2016), of which 59 per cent are children. Among the displaced, 69 per cent 

reported leaving their homes for social and political reasons. 

 

A new epidemic of cholera started on 27 July in Burundi, and was officially declared by the Minister of Health 

(MoH) on 3 August 2016. As of 29 August, the number of cholera cases has risen to 180. With one death, case 

fatality rate (CFR) of 0.56 per cent. Cases are concentrated in three health districts out of 46: Kabezi, 

Bujumbura Mairie and Bujumbura Rural. The response is being led by MoH with the support of WHO. Other 

partners are also engaged, including Médecins sans frontières (MSF) Belgium and Switzerland for the health 

sector, and UNICEF and the Burundi Red Cross (BRC) for the WASH and C4D sectors. Daily meetings take place 

at MoH to monitor the situation, progress, challenges and to strengthen coordination. 

 

Despite a slower increase in cases, reported malaria cases are still more than double those of previous years at 

the same period, with a cumulative total in 2016 of 5,035,086 cases of malaria, and 2,434 deaths (MoH, 19 

August 2016), compared to 2,854,507  cases and 1,292 deaths same period in 2015.  

 

Since the end of July, children living in the streets have been subjected to arrest, detention and forced return 

to their home villages, with no reintegration plan and support. UNICEF and partners documented 75 such cases, 

primarily boys in Bujumbura Mairie, Ngozi and Gitega provinces. Through the technical committee on children 

living in the streets, collaboration with government officials is ongoing to locate the children, provide 

appropriate protection support and develop an accompaniment plan for each child. On 25 August, the 

association of national organizations with programmes focusing on child rights, FENADEB, secured the release 

of 10 boys from detention, and on 27 August Terre des Hommes secured the release of 11 boys, all of whom 

are now benefiting from temporary care from UNICEF partners Fondation Stamm and FVS-Amade, with family 

tracing ongoing.  

 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination 
UNICEF actively participates in the UN country team (UNCT) and inter-sectoral meetings, which lead the 

strategic and cross-sectoral coordination of the humanitarian response. UNICEF currently leads the WASH, 

Nutrition and Education sectors and co-leads the Health sector and Child Protection sub-cluster.  

 

An inter-agency mission composed of OCHA, UNICEF, WFP and UNHCR is in Burundi from 30 August – 2 

September 2016 to facilitate the Emergency Preparedness and Response (EPR) workshop and will provide 

additional support for inter-agency readiness with a view to cover scenarios in the coming period. 

 

Humanitarian Strategy 
UNICEF continues to scale up its emergency response within the framework of the 2016 Humanitarian Action 

for Children (HAC), to provide an integrated response to the most vulnerable women and children of Burundi.  

 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response   

Child Protection 
Since May, students in numerous provinces of Burundi have been detained for scribbling on the image of the 

President of the Republic in their school textbooks. Following advocacy and collaboration among UNICEF, 

OHCHR, FENADEB and Government partners, the remaining nine students (over 18 years old) detained for 

school textbook vandalism were released in Muramvya and Ruyigi provinces this month. 
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Regular monitoring of detention cells by UNICEF, OHCHR and partners continues in order to identify children 

detained on crisis-related charges. Since the end of July, children living or selling items in the streets have been 

subjected to arrest, detention and forced return to their home villages. UNICEF and partners documented 95 

cases of arrest and detention and have advocated for their release and respect of their rights. 21 boys have 

been released to date, with the support of UNICEF partners FENADEB and Terre des Hommes, all of whom are 

now benefiting from temporary care from UNICEF partners Fondation Stamm and FVS-Amade, with family 

tracing ongoing. 

 

In August, UNICEF documented five cases of boys detained and charged with participation in armed groups or 

crisis-related charges. Through partners Observatoire Ineza pour les Droits de l’Enfant au Burundi (OIDEB) and 

the Association of Female Jurists in Burundi (AFJB), UNICEF continued providing legal assistance to children. 

Seven cases of children accused of participation in armed groups were heard during mobile courts, and one 

boy was provisionally released.   

 

Allegations of trafficking of girls and women continue. Following advocacy by UNICEF, IOM and OHCHR with 

the Burundi Government, a technical committee was established composed of focal points from the Ministry 

of Human Rights, Social Affairs and Gender, the Ministry of Public Security and the Ministry of External 

Relations and International Cooperation, along with the aforementioned UN agencies. A training organized 

and conducted by the committee for 38 government officials, focused on prevention, protection and assistance 

to victims, prosecution and partnerships, was held in Bujumbura on 23-25 August. The training included 

participants from the aforementioned ministries as well as the Ministry of Justice and Ministry of Interior and 

Patriotic Training. At the end of the training, government officials agreed to disseminate knowledge within 

their respective ministries, and take specific actions related to their mandates, in line with or in addition to the 

National Action Plan to Combat Trafficking 2014-2017.  

 

As in previous months, Child-Friendly Spaces (CFS) operating in violence-affected areas provide recreation and 

psychosocial support activities for vulnerable children. This month, 644 new children (460 boys, 184 girls) 

participated in spaces run by Play International in Bujumbura-Mairie province, and 739 children (508 boys, 231 

girls) participated in spaces run by FVS-Amade and Play International in Rumonge province. Through CFS, 275 

children (191 boys and 84 girls) with specific needs were identified and received support, including 108 children 

referred for birth registration in Rumonge province, and 167 (116 boys, 51 girls) new cases received 

psychosocial assistance in Bujumbura-Mairie. In total, 401 children received psychosocial assistance, and 42 

children (22 boys, 20 girls) were referred for psychiatric or other medical support. In addition, with CERF 

funding, seven partners were provided additional recreational material for children. 

 

Health & Nutrition  

On 3 August 2016, the Minister of Public Health declared a cholera epidemic, which started in Bujumbura Rural 

Province but spread rapidly to Bujumbura Mairie. Three out of the 46 health districts are currently affected. On 

29 August, all 180 cases identified (including 69 children under 18) have all received appropriate treatment, 

with 12 still hospitalized in cholera treatment centers (MoH, 29 August 2016). Only one death was recorded. 

To support the cholera response led by MoH, with the support of WHO and MSF, UNICEF provided 63 cholera 

beds and one of the four prepositioned cholera kits for case management. In addition, UNICEF provides regular 

formative supervision to MoH local staff for the monitoring of cholera using RapidPro technology. 

 

Burundi has been identified as a high-risk country for Yellow Fever, resulting in close situation monitoring by 

MoH and health sector partners under the leadership of WHO. However, due to challenges related to the 

recruitment of suitable french-speaking candidates, the implementation of the Yellow Fever preparedness and 

response plan has been delayed. UNICEF continues to provide technical support to the HMIS department of 

MoH to improve situation monitoring and quality reporting.  

 

UNICEF’s contribution was essential in the implementation of the Mother and Child Health Week held at the 

end of June 2016. 1,382,089 (84%) of children aged 6-59 months and 4,305,987 (102%) of children aged 1-14 
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years as well as pregnant mothers benefitted from essential life-saving activities, including vitamin A 

supplementation and deworming.  Real-time monitoring, for supply tracking and daily beneficiaries follow-up, 

was successfully implemented in 8 out of the 18 provinces.  

 

Preliminary results from acute malnutrition mass screening completed in six provinces reached 437,874 

children aged 6-59 months (79 per cent coverage). The global acute malnutrition (GAM) prevalence for the 

targeted provinces are: Bujumbura Mairie 2.2 per cent; Bujumbura Rural 4.7 per cent; Cibitoke 4.2 per cent; 

Kirundo 7.2 per cent; Rumonge 5.1 per cent, with results from Makamba expected later. A total of 4,890 (1 per 

cent) children with severe acute malnutrition (SAM) were identified, but important disparities exist between 

communes, with some children revealing a SAM prevalence of 2 percent or more.  

 

Available data from the MoH routine monitoring of community-based management of acute malnutrition 

(CMAM) shows that 30,094 children (15,627 girls, 14,467 boys) have been admitted into the program since 

January 2016, representing 62 per cent of the sector and UNICEF target for 2016. A total of 38,534 cartons of 

ready-to-use therapeutic food (RUTF) was distributed nationwide to ensure treatment of these children. 

 

WASH 

The main focus during this reporting period has been cholera response. UNICEF and the Burundi Red Cross 

(BRC) installed three bladders while MSF Switzerland and MSF Belgium have installed two bladders with a total 

storage capacity of 55,000 liters. Those bladders are regularly supplied by the civilian protection water tank to 

provide potable water to 7,333 people daily in cholera-affected areas. To date UNICEF and partners have 

provided access to safe drinking water, adequate sanitation facilities and promoted good hygiene practices to 

18,139 people affected by floods, displacements and cholera. 

 

UNICEF and the BRC have also disinfected and sensitized over 876 households and have distributed 52,560 

tablets of aquatabs. 1,000 jerry can of 10 liters and 167 cartons of soap were prepositioned in health centers for 

distribution to affected households and their surroundings, covering the needs of 500 households for one 

month. In collaboration with the National Department for Health and Hygiene Promotion (DPSHA), UNICEF 

harmonized key hygiene messages to be disseminated in the affected communities.  

 

Communication for Development (C4D) 

In response to the recent cholera outbreak, UNICEF is working closely with Health and WASH partners to 

ensure a better coordination of hygiene promotion activities, including social mobilization and awareness of 

communities in affected and high risk areas. 

 

28 key partners from WASH, health, protection sectors participated in a four-day workshop on C4D in 

Emergencies, organized in Bujumbura by the UNICEF C4D section in collaboration with UNICEF program 

sections and the emergency C4D specialist. The aim was to strengthen the capacity of partners in C4D to 

ensure better preparation and response to infectious diseases such as cholera, measles and other emerging 

diseases.  Based on CHAT (Communication for Humanitarian Action Toolkit) and on the Core Commitments 

for Children in humanitarian action, the workshop allowed 

partners to acquire the basic knowledge necessary to 

engage communities with an approach based on human 

rights. 

 

Centre Ubuntu, a key partner on peace building, continues 

its work in crisis-affected areas. 28 men and 21 women 

from Centre Ubuntu and the local interactive theater 

group Tubiyage were trained on the manual developed 

based on Ubuntu values (tolerance, cohesion, mutual aid, 

solidarity) and on life skills, including peacebuilding core 

competencies and HIV prevention. Psychosocial 

An interactive theater group in action in Kirundo province. 

© UNICEF Burundi/2016/V. Nkurunziza 
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animation and narrative theater sessions have been launched to help the youth and adolescent beneficiaries 

the various problems they face daily. 

 

Education  

UNICEF and the NGO Right to Play have been implementing the project “Sport for Peace Education towards 

School and Out-of-School Children and adolescents in Burundi” in Bujumbura Rural, Bujumbura Mairie, 

Makamba, Rutana as well Ruyigi and Rumonge starting 2016. The project aims to increase capacities of 

children, parents, teachers and other duty bearers to prevent, reduce and cope with conflict and promote 

peace. During this reporting period, 10,000 children and adolescents both in and out of school participated in 

debates on peace and learned non-violent communication methods with the help of 150 coaches. 

 

10,600 children and adolescents aged 6-18 years old benefitted from summer camps in Bujumbura Mairie and 

Rural. Activities included sport and recreation activities as well as life skills, peace education and conflict 

resolution. These camps were organized by the MOE with the support of UNICEF, WFP, UNFPA, and UNDP 

during the month of August 2016. 

 

Funding  

In 2016, UNICEF Burundi is appealing for US$ 16,540,000. The funding available to date stands at 

US$ 8,124,860 (49% funded) which includes the funding received in this current appeal year as well as the carry-

over from the previous year. Despite funding shortfalls, UNICEF continues to scale up its humanitarian 

response to address the increasing needs of women and children in a context of heightened vulnerability, 

increasing protection violations, recurrent floods, and displacement; all of which require timely and adequate 

funds. With adequate and predictable funding, UNICEF and partners will be able to scale up effectively where 

the needs are greatest.  

 

Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Appeal for 2016) 

Appeal Sector Requirements Funds Available*  
Funding Gap  

US$ per cent 

Nutrition  2,400,000 3,994,008 + 1,594,008 +66 % 

 Health 5,160,000 1,451,068* 3,708,932 72% 

WASH 3,600,000 1,386,550 2,213,450 61% 

Child Protection  2,400,000 872,000 1,528,000 64% 

Education 2,000,000 321,234 1,678,766 84% 

Communication & Participation 600,000 100,000* 500,000 83% 

Sector coordination 380,000 0 380,000 100% 

Total 16,540,000 8,124,860 8,415,140 51% 

*Funds available includes funding received for the current appeal year as well as the carry-forward from the previous year.  

 

Next SitRep: 30 September 2016 

 

 

 

  

Who to 

contact for 

further 

information: 

Bo Viktor Nylund 

Representative 

Burundi 
Tel: +257 22202010 

Email: bvnylund@unicef.org 

 

Sophie Leonard  

Deputy Representative 

Burundi 

Tel: +257 2220 2029 

Email: sleonard@unicef.org 

 

Nathalie F. Hamoudi 

Chief Emergency 

Burundi 
Tel: +257 2220 2024 

Email: nhamoudi@unicef.org 
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SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                        
3 100% of the 202 cases identified have been treated. 
4 Mass screening was completed in 3 provinces and will continue in August for the remaining 3 targeted provinces. 

2016 UNICEF Burundi 

Sector  Response  UNICEF and IPs  

2016  

Target 

 

Total Results  2016 Target  Total Results 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE 

Number of affected people accessing a 

minimum of 7.5 liters of clean and safe water 

per person per day 

 

342,000 

 

21,439 161,500 18,139 

Number of affected people provided with 

hygiene supplies and information on good 

hygiene practices 
342,000 20,939 280,000 

 

20,939 

 

EDUCATION 

Number of children benefitting from 

Education in Emergencies support 
213,000 82,068 75,000 82,068 

Number of teachers trained in Education in 

Emergencies 
3,000 2,000 1,500 2,000 

HEALTH 

Number and % of people treated for cholera 500: 100 % 202: 100%3 500: 100% 202: 100% 

Number of children under 15, and pregnant 

women reached with essential drugs 
175,000 

 

175,000 

 

442,000 

 

175,000 

 

NUTRITION 

Number of children aged 6 to 59 months 

assesses for acute malnutrition through mass-

screening 

1,431,468 437,8774 514,148 437,877 

Number of children under 5 with SAM 

admitted to therapeutic feeding programmes 
48,500 30,094 48,500 30,094 

CHILD PROTECTION 

Number of children and adolescents 

benefitting from critical Child Protection 

services 

44,468 22,515 13,000 21,515 

Number of vulnerable children having daily 

access to care and psychosocial support 

through the establishment of 50 child-friendly 

spaces/centres 

10,000 20,193 8,000 20,193 

C4D 

Number of children and adolescents 

benefiting from peace, social mobilization and 

life skills education 

  100,000 112,646 

Number of households benefiting from keys 

messaging in healthy practices, hygiene 

promotion and children rights 

  100,000 89,000 


