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Highlights 
 

 On 30 May, Cyclone Mora made landfall on the south eastern coast 

of Bangladesh, with cyclone signal number 10. Nearly 350,000 

people were previously evacuated by the government from 

potential affected areas. 

 On 29 May, an ad-hoc Humanitarian Coordination Task Team 

(HCTT) met jointly with the Government on 29 May 2017 to share 

information on the situation and preparedness.  

 Initial assessments reveal that 2,811,465 people, of whom 

1,116,151 are children, have been affected across 12 high-risk 

costal districts. According to the initial findings of the assessment, 

WASH, shelter and food are the most urgent priorities. 

 UNICEF teams are part of multi-sectoral assessments; pre-

positioned supplies for WASH, child protection and education are 

ready for distribution by our implementing partners covering the 

most affected areas. 
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Situation Overview  

Cyclone Mora made landfall on Bangladesh’s coastal region at 6 am on 30 May, with heavy rain and 
winds estimated at 160 km/h. Initial assessments are that 2,811,465 people have been affected 
across 12 high-risk costal districts. Nearly 350,000 people were evacuated on 29 May from affected 
areas on the southern coast. Houses and properties have been damaged, and roads and 
telecommunications were partially disrupted in Cox’s Bazar. Continued rain is expected which will 
exacerbate the situation for those whose homes have been destroyed. Two villages in Cox’s Bazar 
and three villages in Chittagong have been flooded. According to the National Health Crisis 
Management Centre and Control Room of the Directorate General of Health Services (DGHS), there 
have been reports of two casualties so far. It is reported that 70% of the houses in Saint Martin Island 
and around 3,000 houses in Ukhiya and Teknaf have been damaged. Eleven children are reported to 
have been injured during the cyclone due to the falling trees and torn tin roofs.  

Cox’s Bazar hosts approximately 400,000 Undocumented Myanmar Nationals (UMN) including 
74,000 newly arrived Rohingyas following the recent tensions in Myanmar. According to a UMN 
community leader, around 10,000 huts in Kutupalong camp and Balukhali settlement have been 
destroyed. Many UMNs have taken shelter at learning centres supported by UNICEF and UNHCR in 
makeshift settlements and official camps.  

 

Humanitarian leadership and coordination  

Prior to the cyclone making landfall, the Government of Bangladesh allocated 2,200,000 BDT 
(US$ 26,800) and 1,050 MT of rice to seven cyclone prone districts including Chittagong, Cox’s Bazar, 
Noakhali, Lakmipur, Feni, Bhola and Patuakhali. In addition the Government opened 538 cyclone 
shelters in Cox’s Bazar and evacuated a total of 350,000 people, 200,000 of them from Cox’s Bazar 
and 150,000 from Chittagong.  

An ad-hoc Humanitarian Coordination Task Team (HCTT) met jointly with the Government of 
Bangladesh on 29 May to share information on the situation and level of preparedness. After the 
cyclone made landfall in Cox’s Bazar, a joint rapid assessment was conducted in Kutupalong, Leda, 
Shamlapur and Balukhali where UNICEF is actively engaged as sector lead in Child Protection, 
Nutrition and Education and national Cluster Lead in WASH. According to the initial findings of the 
assessment, shelter, food and WASH are the most urgent priorities. The Humanitarian Country Team 
at national level is also organising a rapid assessment beyond the makeshift settlements covering 28 
Upazilas across five districts.  

  

vWater, Sanitation and Hygiene  

 

Over 137,000 people of Noakhali, Chandpur, Chittagong and Cox’s Bazar have taken shelter in 
Cyclone shelters and Schools. The shelters lack safe water and adequate sanitation facilities. Initial 
estimates are that at least 30% of the household latrines in Cox’s Bazar have been damaged and 
around 50% of makeshift settlements have been affected forcing UMNs to seek shelter in host 
communities where toilets and water facilities are already inadequate. In makeshift settlements, up to 
70-80% of latrines are either partially or fully damaged.  

UNICEF is ready to provide WASH support in collaboration with the Department of Public Health 
Engineering (DPHE). UNICEF has an existing implementing partner in Ukhiya and Teknaf and has 
prepositioned hygiene kits, water purifying tablets, plastic buckets, squatting plates and tarpaulins in 
Chittagong and Cox’s Bazar that can benefit approximately 11,000 people.  
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  Nutrition 
 

The nutritional status of those affected by the cyclone needs to be further assessed. As a 
preparedness measure, the Department of Health has prepositioned nutrition supplies for 3,300 
children with micro-nutrient powder and therapeutic milk. In addition, 348,000 tablets of Iron Folic Acid 
and 130,000 deworming tablets are available for treatment. 

UNICEF has an on-going nutrition programme with the government and associated implementing 
partners in Ukhiya, Teknaf, Ramu and Cox’s Bazar town and is ready to scale up the response as 
necessary.  
 
 

  Child Protection 

All UNICEF-supported Child Friendly Spaces (CFS) covering over 22,000 children in makeshift 
settlements and host communities in Cox’s Bazar have been partially damaged. Children are at risk 
of exploitation, abuse and violation as they are taking shelter with people who are not immediate 
family members.  

UNICEF has on-going partnerships in Teknaf and Ukhiya and has prepositioned psychosocial and 
recreational kits for children aged 6-14 years in Cox’s Bazar that will benefit 9,000 children.  

 

 Health  

Several people have been injured and admitted to the district hospital in Cox’s Bazar and other local 
health facilities. Public health facilities in Saint Martin Island, Balukhali and Leda makeshift 
settlements have been heavily damaged. Assessments are on-going. 

 

 Education 

 

Around 350,000 people have taken shelter in schools which will likely impede the timely resumption 
of classes. Assessments are underway to establish the number of schools which require rehabilitation. 
On-going assessments indicate that almost half the UNICEF supported learning centres constructed 
with bamboo, covering over 5,400 children in makeshift settlements, have been damaged. UNICEF 
has prepositioned 300 Education in emergencies kits for children aged 6-10 years in Cox’s Bazar 
ready to distribute when assessments are clearer.  

 
 

Next SitRep: 06/06/2017 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Edouard Beigbeder 
Representative  
UNICEF Bangladesh 
Tel: +880 1730344031 
Email: ebeigbeder@unicef.org 
 
 

Sara Bordas Eddy 
Chief Field Services 
UNICEF Bangladesh  
Tel: +880 17 30089085 
Email: sbordaseddy@unicef.org 
 
 

 
Jean Jacques Simon 
Chief of Communication  
UNICEF Bangladesh 
Mob: +880 13 1304 3478 
Email: jsimon@unicef.org 
 
 
 

 
Sheema Sen Gupta 
Deputy Representative  
UNICEF Bangladesh 
Mob: +880 17 1300 4617 
Email: ssengupta@unicef.org 
 
 
 


