
 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
SITUATION OF CHILDREN 
 
The National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) as of 2 
November 2012 has declared that more than 160,000 people are 
living in 120 relief camps/temporary settlements, majority of them 
in Sindh. Those left in the temporary settlements comprise 
predominantly of women, their infants and young children, the 
elderly and the disabled. The oncoming winter season will 
exacerbate their vulnerability as well as the vulnerability of those 
who are returning home without proper shelter, blankets, medical 
supplies and food for the season ahead. Access to health, 
nutrition, protection and water, sanitation and hygiene services in 
the temporary settlements remains limited.  
 
A majority of the displaced families have returned to their home 
areas to often dismal conditions with the floodwater having left 
homes, schools and health clinics, where they were available, 
damaged or destroyed. Sources of safe water and sanitation 
facilities are contaminated or ruined in many villages. In addition, 
livelihoods have been ruined with loss of crops, livestock, and 
employment opportunities. The combination of destroyed 
livelihoods, the social fabric being torn apart and limited basic 
social service access has left flood affected families extremely 
vulnerable and with reduced resiliency. Particularly concerning 
are the families who are still recovering from the floods of the two 
previous years. 
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SITUATION OVERVIEW 
 

The National Disaster 
Management Authority has 
declared that 5.06 million 
people have been affected 
in three provinces by the 
2012 monsoon floods.   
 

 
UNICEF KEY 
ACHIEVEMENTS 
 

 232,900 people reached 
with safe drinking water 
through water trucking, 
installation of 
handpumps and 
household water 
treatment options. 

 170,064 people 
provided with family 
hygiene packages. 

 43,780 children 
vaccinated against 
measles. 

 30,738 children 
provided Vitamin A 
supplementation. 

 29,552 children and 
9,665 pregnant and 
lactating women 
screened for 
malnutrition. 

 5,415 children enrolled 
in 102 Temporary 
Learning Centres where 
UNICEF is providing 
learning supplies and 
teacher training. 

 1,032 children and 347 
women attending 
Protective Learning and 
Community Emergency 
Services (PLaCES).  

 

UNICEF is the lead agency 
for coordination for WASH, 
Education (with Save the 
Children), Nutrition and 

Child Protection. 
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Young children sit under a charpai where they take refuge with their families on 
the Jamali Bypass main highway in Jacobabad, Sindh. 

 



These families, who have 
suffered through a devastating 
displacement period, now need 
early recovery assistance in their 
home areas. This includes key 
health interventions, supply of 
household water treatment 
options, hand pumps, and 
sanitation as majority of existing 
latrines have been destroyed 
due to the floods.  
 
At this point, it is critical to reach 
both the people who have left for 
home areas, dispersed across a 
large geographical area, as well 
as those still residing in 
temporary settlements. It is 
imperative that focus be kept on 
the most vulnerable children and 
women. 

 
HUMANITARIAN NEEDS 
 
Availability of basic shelter, safe drinking water, sanitation, basic health care and warm clothes and 
bedding are extremely limited, increasing children’s exposure to illnesses. According to Disease 
Early Warning System (DEWS) reports acute watery diarrhoea and other WASH related diseases 
are on the rise and there have been outbreaks reported in worst hit districts of Sindh and 
Balochistan. The lack of sanitation facilities has increased open defecation in the flood affected 
areas, adding to the risk of disease outbreak.  

 
Humanitarian partners have identified food distribution and the provision of essential medicines, 
shelter support, safe drinking water and sanitation services as the key areas in which further 
support is urgently required. In addition, funds are required to support flood-affected people in 
gaining access to education and protective services. Dewatering of flooded areas remains a critical 
need, especially in Balochistan and Sindh. Stagnant water and damage to the road network is 
affecting the transportation of relief items by road. This situation is posing threat to the health and 
environment for the local communities. Mosquito nets are also urgently needed to prevent malaria. 
Funding constraints continue to hamper the humanitarian response, both relief and early recovery 
interventions, in the flood-affected areas. 
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Lali and her sister stand in front of their temporary house on the main road in 
Shikrapur district, Sindh, where they take refuge after the flood destroyed their 
house. 



UNICEF RESPONSE 
 
UNICEF and partners are supporting children and 
women in the fields of maternal and child health, 
nutrition, water, sanitation and hygiene, education and 
child protection. 

 

Health 

 To date, UNICEF has supported the government 
to vaccinate 43,780 children against measles and 
provide Vitamin A supplementation to 30,378 
children (aged 6-59 months). Some 41,902 
children up to 24 months of age have also been 
provided with routine immunization. 

 To date, 179,268 children under five years of age 
have been treated for diarrhoea by Lady Health 
Workers, and 142,556 children under five have 
received treatment for acute respiratory infection. 

 24 basic health units are working around the clock 
carrying out emergency obstetrics and newborn 
care services. To date, 2,157 deliveries have 
been assisted; and addition of 1,120 deliveries 
over the past fortnight. Also, 9,157 women were 
given antenatal and postnatal check-ups by skilled 
birth attendants; an addition of 4,555 women over 
the past fortnight. 

 2,157 newborn kits have been distributed to new 
mothers to date. 

 169,600 mothers have been provided health 
education by community health workers; an 
addition of 24,350 mothers reached over the past 
two weeks. 

 In Sindh an expanded Mother and Child Week is 
planned for the end of November, which will 
encompass immunization, deworming, health, 
nutrition and hygiene promotion sessions, 
distribution of over 100,00 insecticide-treated 
mosquito nets, water purification tablets, 
micronutrient sachets and tablets, oral rehydration 
salts, zinc, antibiotics, clean home delivery kits 
and newborn kits. Children and pregnant and 
lactating women suffering from malnutrition will be 
identified and referred for treatment.  

 

Nutrition 
 29,552 children under the age of five and 9,665 

pregnant and lactating women have been 
screened for malnutrition; an addition of 10,650 
children screened in the past fortnight. Of the 
children screened:  
o 7,100 children have been admitted to 

therapeutic feeding centres and 34 children 
admitted to stabilization centres. 21 children 

have recovered in outpatient therapeutic 
feeding centres. 

 20,592 pregnant and lactating women have been 
reached with breastfeeding promotion information 
and counselling on infant and young child feeding. 

 16,149 children and 7,394 women have been 
provided with multi-micronutrients; an addition of 
8,550 children and 3,418 women reached over the 
past fortnight.  

 
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

 UNICEF is focusing on interventions in returnee 
villages through installation and repair of 
handpumps. Although water trucking is being 
scaled down as people have started returning to 
their areas of origin, some 166,200 people are 
receiving safe drinking water every day through 
water trucking: 

o 100,000 people in Balochistan 

o 61,700 people in Sindh 

o 4,500 people in Punjab. 

 63,500 people have been provided with 
household water treatment options, such as water 
purification tablets; an addition of 7,890 people 
reached over the past fortnight. 

 170,064 people have been provided with soap, a 
water bucket and two jerry cans; an addition of 
42,690 people reached over the past fortnight. 

 215,250 people have been provided with soap to 
date. 

 253,750 people have listened to WASH related 
behaviour change communication; an addition of 
64,290 people reached over the past fortnight. 

 1,065 children have been provided with WASH 
facilities in Temporary Learning Centres/PLaCES. 
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Flood-displaced families collect water from a UNICEF water tanker on 
Jamali Bypass main highway in Jacobabad, Sindh. 



 35,500 people (51% women) have access to 
latrines; an addition of 18,490 people reached 
over the past fortnight. 

 

Education 
 5,415 children (38% girls) are enrolled in 102 

Temporary Learning Centres (TLCs). 33% of the 
children in the TLCs have never been to school 
before. 90% of the established TLCs are in 
returnee areas.  

 78 teachers working in the TLCs have been 
trained in teaching under difficult circumstances, 
health and hygiene, and the provision of 
psychosocial support. 

 There is an urgent need for funding to set up more 
Temporary Learning Centres, renovate damaged 
schools and provide educational supplies for the 
continuation of education in all flood affected 
districts.  
 

Child Protection 

 1,032 children (49% girls) and 347 women are 
attending Protective Learning and Community 
Emergency Services (PLaCES); an addition of 
538 children reached over the past fortnight. The 
PLaCES offer children and women safe, private 
spaces to access psychosocial support, 
information and awareness, learning and 
recreation and vital referral services.  

 To strengthen the community-based child 
protection mechanism, Child Protection 
Committees are being organised within the 
catchment area of PLaCES to prevent, identify 

and respond to child protection issues. 

 UNICEF is working with the Social Welfare 
department in Sindh to establish small scale Child 
Protection Units in the three worst affected 
districts.  

 

Funding 
UNICEF calls on the generous partnership of the 
international community to recognise the extreme 
impact of this disaster on children and their families 
and to help us meet their critical needs. The NDMA 
and all affected district governments have requested 
UNICEF for support in flood affected areas.  
 
The Monsoon Humanitarian Operation Plan covers 
the seven worst affected districts over a period of six 
months. Under this plan, UNICEF urgently requires 
USD 19.6 million over the period of September 2012 
to March 2013 to meet the immediate and medium-
term needs of children and women affected by the 
floods. This includes: 

 USD 4.9 million for health 

 USD 2.7 million for nutrition 

 USD 7 million for WASH 

 USD 2.8 million for education 

 USD 2.2 million for child protection. 

 

Currently, UNICEF has received USD 4.4 million in 

contributions, with an additional USD 3 million in the 

funding pipeline. In addition, donors such as Canada 

and Sweden have allowed UNICEF to allocate 

contributions from the 2011 floods to the 2012 flood 

activities, which reduces the overall funding needs. 

Currently, UNICEF is 40% funded for the 2012 flood 

response. 

 
UNICEF wishes to thank all the donors that have 
provided support to the life-saving humanitarian 
activities in the flood affected areas - Canada, 
Denmark, the Central Emergency Relief Fund, 
Finland, Norway, Sweden, and the National 
Committees for UNICEF in the United Kingdom and 
the United States.  
 
We remain available for any additional information 
whether on the impact of UNICEF’s work or the 
immediate priorities going forward. 

For More Information Contact: 

Dan Rohrmann, Representative – drohrmann@unicef.org, tel: (+92) 51 209 7700 

Karen Allen, Deputy Representative, kallen@unicef.org, tel: (+92) 300 500 2588 

Kristen Elsby, Chief of Advocacy and Communication, kelsby@unicef.org, tel: (+92) 300 500 2595 
Lóa Magnúsdóttir, Resource Mobilization Specialist, lmagnusdottir@unicef.org, tel. (+92) 345 500 3620 
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Children attend a class at an established Temporary Learning Centre 
in Jacobabad district, Sindh. 
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Story from the field 
 
Field diary: Oscar Butragueño, Emergency Coordinator 
 

Sukkur, Sindh – 2 November 2012. In an 

emergency, children are the most vulnerable. 

Social structures and care structures become 

disrupted, particularly affecting children under 

the age of five. As this is a critical age for 

children, UNICEF focuses particularly on 

supporting children in this age group to ensure 

their chances of development and survival are 

increased. UNICEF needs to ensure we reach 

the most disadvantaged communities. 

 

Emergencies are also an opportunity for 

children to gain access to services, such as 

education and primary health care, which they 

may not have had access to previously. In 

Sindh in 2011, when flooding destroyed or 

damaged schools, we noticed that we were 

able to bring children who had never received any formal or informal education into temporary learning centres, 

which UNICEF set up to provide a safe place for children to learn and play. This was especially true for girls. 

 

From emergency to early recovery 

 

As well as preparing to respond, we must have 

adequate mechanisms in place to ensure we 

begin early recovery activities as soon as 

possible to get people back on their feet. In 

order to stabilize the situation and  build back 

better, UNICEF works to provide building 

blocks for government and the communities 

themselves, with the goal of phasing out relief 

activities as quickly as possible and moving 

towards restoring people’s lives and even 

improving them. Activities like repairing hand 

pumps and ensuring essential community 

health workers get back to work quickly to 

protect the health of their community members 

is crucial not only to prevent further suffering in 

the form of diseases, for example, but to 

support development and allow people to 

engage in taking charge of their own lives 

hence increasing their disaster resilience. 

 

Critically, UNICEF works to support communities to anticipate emergencies, plan for them, cope with them and 

recover better and faster. This is especially important in a country like Pakistan where we have seen severe 

flooding over three consecutive years, affecting millions of children and their families. 

 

As an emergency coordinator, I have met children who have experienced flooding for the second or third time. 

Even though we didn’t speak the same language, I could understand that some children were actually managing 

better than others because they have experienced flooding before and have developed some coping skills. I also 

saw some situations that were less positive, where we hadn’t yet been able to support communities and I could 

compare them with those where we were able to establish Protective Learning and Community Emergency 

Services (“PLaCES”) for children and women or Temporary Learning Centres. In these facilities, children and 

their mothers are able to learn and play in safe areas, and come together, interact and express themselves – 

whether that be through talking, singing, drawing or playing. The opportunity to articulate their thoughts is a 

crucial way in which children and women are able to deal with the impacts of emergencies.  
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Kiswar, 11, cooks chapati for lunch after being recently displaced with her 
family to Subhatpur, Jaffarabad district, Balochistan.  
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Naazal 8 years old, collects flood water for washing near her family’s 
temporary settlement on Jamali Bypass main highway in Jacobabad, Sindh. 



 

In the flood affected areas, even though many people have lost their homes and possessions, livelihoods and in 

some cases family members, I noticed the capacity the children attending these facilities had to relate to one 

another, to smile, to articulate their thoughts and communicate with others, and somehow start to overcome the 

difficult situation they found themselves in. I believe these kinds of programmes support children to become 

more resilient adults, and better able to cope with future emergencies. 

 

I was amazed to see the girls, many of whom had never attended school before, singing along to the English 

alphabet. The children were just so eager to learn and so excited to have the opportunity to participate. I find that 

even though girls are often excluded from education in Pakistan for a variety of reasons, most parents do want 

their children to gain an education to create more opportunities for a brighter future. This is one of the 

advantages of UNICEF – coming in after an emergency with services such as these and then staying on for the 

longer term to help communities bring about increased resilience and development for the future. 

 

When I speak to children after an emergency I always ask them questions like, how do you feel, how is your 

stomach, do you have a fever, are you suffering at night? Children are a great source of information about how a 

community is coping after a disaster and the level of resilience – the answers to these questions can indicate 

problems with the water supply, for example, or high rates of malaria. 

 

When we go to speak with a community, it is important that we go in with no preconceptions, ready to listen and 

hear what the communities say is the best for them. It is up to UNICEF to support the government and partners 

then to find the right solutions, ensuring we involve the communities themselves. 
 

 
 
 

 


