
 

 

 

 
   

 
HUMANITARIAN NEEDS 
 

The 2012 monsoon rains and ensuing floods have left more than 5 
million people, half of them children, vulnerable and lacking access 
to safe drinking water, sanitation, health care, proper nutrition, 
education and protection.  
 
The National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) estimates that 
159,023 people are still displaced in 108 temporary settlements. The 
majority of the displaced have returned to their home areas, to 
destroyed or damaged homes, schools, health centres, water 
systems and livelihoods. Returning families, and those remaining in 
camps and settlements, still face grave risks of water, hygiene and 
vector related disease outbreaks, such as diarrhoea, cholera and 
malaria. Serious humanitarian needs remain in every sector.  
 
More than two months into the disaster, water systems remain 
damaged or non-functional and water sources contaminated. People 
have lost essential household containers to fetch/store water. The 
existence of contaminated water sources requires the supply of 
household water-treatment options such as water purification tablets 
and sachets, even in those areas where water is more easily 
accessible. Sanitation coverage in the affected communities, which 
was low prior to the floods, is now even worse and open defecation 
is increasing the risk of the spread of disease in flood affected areas. 
According to Disease Early Warning System (DEWS) reports, acute 
watery diarrhoea and other WASH related diseases are on the rise 
with outbreaks reported in worst hit districts of Sindh and 
Balochistan. Hand-washing with soap is a priority issue, particularly 
to prevent acute watery diarrhoea among children. 
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SITUATION OVERVIEW 
 

The National Disaster 
Management Authority 
(NDMA) has declared that 
5.1 million people have 
been affected in three 
provinces by the 2012 
monsoon floods.   
 

 
UNICEF KEY 
ACHIEVEMENTS 
 

 388,806 people reached 
with safe drinking water 
through water 
tankering, handpumps, 
rehabilitation of water 
schemes, and 
household water 
treatment options 

 279,360 people 
provided with hygiene 
messages 

 47,099 children 
vaccinated against 
measles 

 179,703 children treated 
for diarrhea by Lady 
Health Workers 

 66,105 children and 
34,636 pregnant and 
lactating women 
screened for 
malnutrition 

 20,965 children enrolled 
in 336 Temporary 
Learning Centres 

 2,904 children and 678 
women attending 
Protective Learning and 
Community Emergency 
Services (PLaCES) 
 

UNICEF is the lead agency 
for coordination for WASH, 
Education (with Save the 
Children), Nutrition and 

Child Protection. 
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Using a UNICEF bucket, a woman washes dishes next to her family's tent in a 
makeshift camp in Jacobabad, Sindh. 

 



Water has receded from the majority of 
the affected districts, but parts of 
Jaffarabad and Naseerabad districts in 
Balochistan and Dadu, Jacobabad, and 
Qamber Shahdadkot districts in Sindh 
remain under standing water. Very slow 
evaporation of water during winter means 
that inundated areas may remain under 
water for several more months, increasing 
the risk of water- and vector-borne 
diseases. Mosquito net distribution is 
urgently needed to prevent malaria, while 
water, sanitation and hygiene activities 
need to be scaled-up to curb water-
related diseases. With winter arriving, 
winterization packages are also urgently 
needed, especially for children and 
women with newborns and young 
children, to reduce the risk of acute 
respiratory infections and pneumonia. 
 
Where the floodwater has receded, early 
recovery activities now need to be scaled up in areas of return as early as possible to cater to the 
needs of the people returning to their villages, while emergency relief response continues for those 
people who remain displaced. This includes key health and nutrition interventions, re-establishing 
education services and providing a supply of household water treatment options, hand pumps, and 
sanitation as most of existing latrines have been destroyed due to the floods. 
 

Humanitarian partners have identified the provision of essential medicines, safe drinking water and 
sanitation services as the key areas in which further support is urgently required. In addition, funds are 
required to support flood-affected people in gaining access to education and protective services. 
Funding constraints continue to hamper the humanitarian response, both relief and early recovery 
interventions, in the flood-affected areas. 
 

The importance of disaster risk reduction and strengthening resilience 
 
Disaster risk reduction efforts and strengthening resilience among families in emergency prone areas is 
an absolute priority given the repeated humanitarian crises in the last decade – the earthquake of 2005, 
on-going displacement in the northwest since 2009, and unprecedented flooding in 2010 followed by 
floods due to monsoon rains in both 2011 and 2012. Faced with these repeated challenges, ensuring 
that all emergency programmes incorporate sustainable solutions is a priority for the humanitarian 
community and the Government of Pakistan. 
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Zebia, 5 years old, met the photographer at a UNICEF Temporary 
Learning Centre at a relief camp for flood affected people in 
Jacobabad district in Sindh Province. Zebia’s home district is still 
submerged under water, preventing her and her family from 
returning home. 



UNICEF RESPONSE 
 
UNICEF and partners are supporting children and 
women in the fields of maternal and child health, 
nutrition, water, sanitation and hygiene, education and 
child protection. 

 

Health 

 To date, UNICEF has supported the government 
to vaccinate 47,099 children against measles and 
44,363 children up to 24 months of age with 
routine immunization. 

 To date, 179,703 children under five years of age 
have been treated for diarrhoea by Lady Health 
Workers, and 142,556 children under five have 
received treatment for acute respiratory infection. 

 24 basic health units are carrying out around the 
clock emergency obstetrics and newborn care 
services. To date, 2,885 deliveries have been 
assisted and 10,991 women were given antenatal 
check-ups by skilled birth attendants. 

 3,371 clean delivery kits and 3,472 newborn kits 
have been distributed by Lady Health Workers to 
new mothers to date; an addition of 1,214 
newborn kits distributed over the past fortnight. 

 171,495 mothers have been provided health 
education by community health workers. 

 8,440 insecticide-treated mosquito nets have 
been distributed to households with pregnant and 
lactating women and young children.  

 

Nutrition 

 66,105 children under the age of five and 34,636 
pregnant and lactating women have been 
screened for malnutrition; an addition of 36,553 
children screened in the past fortnight. Of the 
children screened:  
o 6,324 children suffering from severe acute 

malnutrition have been admitted to 53 
Outpatient Therapeutic Feeding Centres 
(OTPs); 

o 7,366 children suffering from moderate acute 
malnutrition have been admitted to 53 WFP-
run Supplementary Feeding Programmes; 

o 37 children suffering from severe acute 
malnutrition with medical complications have 
been admitted to four Stabilization Centres.  

o 123 children have recovered in OTPs and 14 
have recovered in Stabilization Centres. 

 Discussions are on-going with the Government for 
local authorities to take over the nutrition centres 
after the emergency period ends, to ensure the 
sustainability of these life-saving interventions.  

 28,924 pregnant and lactating women have been 
reached with breastfeeding promotion information 
and counselling on infant and young child feeding. 

 29,960 children and 14,491 women have been 
provided with multi-micronutrients; an addition of 
13,811 children and 7,097 women reached over 
the past fortnight.  

 
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

 UNICEF is focusing on interventions in returnee 
villages through installation/repair of handpumps 
and rehabilitated water schemes. These will be 
‘built back better’ and elevated above flood levels. 
30,000 people have been provided with safe 
drinking water by rehabilitated or new water 
schemes and 12,056 people by handpumps.  

 114,685 people have been provided with 
household water treatment options, such as water 
purification tablets; an addition of 51,185 people 
reached over the past fortnight. 

 Although water trucking is being scaled down as 
people have started returning to their areas of 
origin, some 130,010 people are still receiving 
safe drinking water daily through water trucking. 

 170,064 people have been provided with family 
hygiene kits (including soap, a water bucket and 
two jerry cans) and 215,250 people have been 
provided with soap to date. 

 279,360 people have listened to WASH related 
behaviour change communication; an addition of 
25,610 people reached over the past fortnight. 

 2,190 children have been provided with WASH 
facilities in Temporary Learning Centres/PLaCES. 

 49,559 people (50% women and girls) have 
access to latrines; an addition of 14,059 people 
reached over the past fortnight. 
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A child is vaccinated at the UNICEF-supported medical centre in 
Baloch Khan Mirali village in Jacobabad district 
 



 

Education 

 20,965 (41% girls) are enrolled in 336 Temporary 
Learning Centres (TLCs); an addition of 15,550 
children reached and 234 TLCs established over 
the past fortnight. 33% of the children in the TLCs 
have never been to school before.  

 222 teachers (28% female) working in the TLCs 
have been trained in teaching under difficult 
circumstances, health and hygiene, and the 
provision of psychosocial support. 

 In order to involve parents and community 
members in education activities, 44 members of 
parent-teacher councils and school management 
committees have been trained on emergency 
preparedness and resilience methods.  
 

Child Protection 

 2,904 children (50% girls) and 678 women are 
attending 21 Protective Learning and Community 
Emergency Services (PLaCES); an addition of 
1,872 children reached over the past fortnight. 
The PLaCES offer children and women safe, 
private spaces to access psychosocial support, 
information and awareness, learning and 
recreation and vital referral services.  

 PLaCES are co-located with Temporary Learning 
Centres to ensure complementarity of protection 
and educational services. 

 To strengthen community-based child protection 
mechanisms, 92 members of newly-organized 
Child Protection Committees within the catchment 
area of PLaCES have been trained to prevent, 
identify and respond to child protection issues. 

 49 child protection cases have been identified for 
support/referral through the PLaCES staff and 
Child Protection Committees. 

 1,245 community members have attended 
information sessions on child protection issues, 
including early marriages, child labour, prevention 
of abuse, violence and exploitation, disaster risk 
reduction and identification and reporting of 
separated, unaccompanied or missing children. 

 
Funding 
UNICEF calls on the generous partnership of the 
international community to recognise the extreme 
impact of this disaster on children and their families 
and to help us meet their critical needs.  
 
Under the Monsoon Humanitarian Operation Plan, 
UNICEF urgently requires USD 19.6 million over the 
period of September 2012 to March 2013 to meet the 
immediate and medium-term needs of children and 
women affected by the floods. This includes: 

 USD 4.9 million for health 

 USD 2.7 million for nutrition 

 USD 7 million for WASH 

 USD 2.8 million for education 

 USD 2.2 million for child protection. 

 

Currently, UNICEF has received USD 7.1 million in 

contributions, with an additional USD 700,000 in the 

funding pipeline. In addition, donors such as Canada 

and Sweden have allowed UNICEF to allocate 

contributions from the 2011 floods to the 2012 flood 

activities, which reduces the overall funding needs. 

Currently, UNICEF is 54% funded for the 2012 flood 

response. 

 
UNICEF wishes to thank all the donors that have 
provided support to the life-saving humanitarian 
activities in the flood affected areas - Canada, 
Denmark, the Central Emergency Relief Fund, 
ECHO, Finland, Norway, Sweden, and the National 
Committees for UNICEF in the United Kingdom and 
the United States.  
 
We remain available for any additional information 
whether on the impact of UNICEF’s work or the 
immediate priorities going forward. 

For More Information Contact: 

Dan Rohrmann, Representative – drohrmann@unicef.org, tel: (+92) 51 209 7700 

Karen Allen, Deputy Representative, kallen@unicef.org, tel: (+92) 300 500 2588 

Lóa Magnúsdóttir, Resource Mobilization Specialist, lmagnusdottir@unicef.org, tel. (+92) 345 500 3620 
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Children drink from a tap stand connected to a water bladder installed by 
UNICEF to provide safe drinking water to the residents of the PSO 
Petrol Pump displacement camp. 

mailto:drohrmann@unicef.org
mailto:kallen@unicef.org
mailto:lmagnusdottir@unicef.org


Story from the field 
 
By A. Sami Malik 

 
Families living with the devastation caused by the floods 
 

Jacobabad, Sindh – As the only breadwinner for a 

family of 13, Sikandar Ali (42) is deeply concerned 

about the health and nutrition of his wife, nine 

children and two sisters, after widespread monsoon 

flooding has, once again, deprived him of his 

livelihood. His family had hardly recovered from the 

hardship it faced due to floods in 2010 and it has 

happened to them all over again. 

 

“Our wheat, rice and vegetable crops have been 

destroyed,” says Sikandar. “Every day, I walk 

through the waist-high water that surrounds my 

village to get to the city and find some labouring 

work. Sometimes, I return empty-handed. My wife is 

unwell and the children have become weak. We just 

don’t have enough to eat.” 

 

Sikandar is a resident of a small village of nearly 

300 people in Jacobabad district of Sindh province 

in Pakistan. This part of the country was severely 

affected by floods in 2010, the worst ever in the 

country’s history. This year again, heavy monsoon 

rains have caused widespread flooding in various 

parts of the country affecting almost 5.06 million 

people. 

 

The floods of 2012 affected more than 939,000 

people in Jacobabad district, of which nearly 

151,000 have been displaced. Heavy damage has 

been caused to the infrastructure, including roads, 

water supply schemes, school buildings, health 

facilities and irrigation system. Crops and livestock, 

which are primary sources of income for majority of 

the population, have been lost. 

 

As a vast area of Jacobabad district remains under water, and relief teams need to travel by boat to reach 

Sikandar’s village. The entire population of the village was evacuated during the early days of the floods. People 

have now returned but the village is an island surrounded by flood water. Crops have been lost and cultivatable 

land is still under water. The residents have no option but to travel to Jacobabad city to look for labouring work.  

 

UNICEF and partners are providing emergency services in Sikandar’s village. They have established a 

Temporary Learning Centre and a centre to provide Protective Learning and Community Emergency Services 

(PLaCES) to children, adolescents and women. Water sources have been chlorinated to ensure that people 

have safe drinking water, latrines have been constructed and regular sessions are conducted to educate people 

on health and hygiene issues. A health centre in the village, established by UNICEF and partners, is providing 

basic health services including providing micronutrients and vaccinations to prevent malnutrition and outbreaks 

of water-borne diseases. 

 

UNICEF’s Temporary Learning Centre in Sikandar’s village has 70 children enrolled and is a bustling place. The 

Temporary Learning Centre is helping children to continue their learning process while the school nearest to the 

village remains unusable due to structural damage. 
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Sikandar Ali and members of his family sit in their one-room house 
having lost their crops, livestock and most of their belongings to the 
floodwater. 
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As a result of UNICEF-supported health and hygiene sessions 
frequently conducted in the village, the children are well aware of the 
benefits of good hygiene practices and demonstrated the correct way 
of washing their hands for the visiting photographer. 



In UNICEF-supported PLaCES, separate psychosocial sessions are conducted at different times of the day to 

help children, women and adolescent girls and boys recover from the trauma they suffered due to displacement 

and hardship caused by floods. 

 

Apart from providing basic medical support to the people, a mobile team periodically visits the village to screen 

children for malnutrition. Those suffering from moderate malnutrition are given micronutrient supplements, while 

the severely malnourished children are referred to the therapeutic feeding and stabilization centre in the district 

hospital in Jacobabad. The mobile team also vaccinated children and women against polio and measles. 

 

  

 

 
 
 

  


