
 

 

 

 
   

 
SITUATION OF CHILDREN 
 
As 2013 begins, thousands of families in flood affected districts 
remain in need of humanitarian assistance in order to rebuild their 
lives after the devastation of the 2012 floods.  
 
Humanitarian actors are now focusing on early recovery actions, 
while still providing residual relief interventions in areas where 
floodwater persists. As of 10 January 2013, according to FAO’s 
satellite imagery, 97.6% of the floodwater had receded from the flood 
affected areas. A total of 374 km

2
 of land is still under water in 

Jacobabad, Qambar Shadhad Kot and Dadu districts.  
 
The primary needs are safe water and adequate sanitation provision, 
basic health and nutrition services for pregnant and lactating women 
and children under five years of age, and access to education and 
protection for children. During an assessment trip to a recently 
flooded area in Dadu district, Sindh in December 2012, community 
members raised significant health issues, such as cases of 
diarrhoea, scabies, hepatitis, acute respiratory infections and other 
diseases increasing in the affected areas. The community members 
expressed a dire need for safe drinking water for next 3-4 months, 
which is essential to prevent diarrheal disease.     
 
Further support is strongly needed for the families who have returned 
to their damaged homes and are rebuilding their lives, months after 
the floods ravaged their communities.   
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SITUATION OVERVIEW 
 

4.8 million people have 
been affected by the 2012 
monsoon floods, according 
to the National Disaster 
Management Authority 
(NDMA).   

 
UNICEF KEY 
ACHIEVEMENTS SINCE 
SEPTEMBER 2012 
 

 440,201 people 
provided with hygiene 
messages 

 366,504 people have 
been provided with 
family hygiene kits 

 320,918 children treated 
for diarrhea by Lady 
Health Workers 

 208,593 children and 
90,926 pregnant and 
lactating women 
screened for 
malnutrition 

 104,810 insecticide-
treated bednets 
distributed 

 35,958 children enrolled 
in 510 Temporary 
Learning Centres 

 22,414 children and 
6,398 women attending 
Protective Learning and 
Community Emergency 
Services (PLaCES) 
 

UNICEF is the lead agency 
for coordination for WASH, 
Education (with Save the 
Children), Nutrition and 

Child Protection.  
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A young boy stands outside is family’s makeshift shelter, close to the family’s 
destroyed home in Jaffarabad district, Balochistan. 

 



UNICEF RESPONSE 
 
UNICEF and partners are supporting children and 
women in maternal and child health, nutrition, water, 
sanitation and hygiene, education and child 
protection. 

 

Health 

 Measles claimed the lives of 93 children in Sindh 
in December 2012. 1,879 measles cases were 
reported flood affected districts. UNICEF is 
assisting the Government of Sindh with 
coordination and use of 2.7 million vaccine doses 
in Federal stocks, procured by UNICEF. 

 To date, 320,918 children under the age of five 
have been treated for diarrhoea by Lady Health 
Workers, an addition of 93,758 children treated in 
the past month. 

 152,944 children under five have received 
treatment for acute respiratory infection, an 
addition of 5,474 children in the past month. 

 555,770 mothers have been provided health 
education by community health workers; an 
addition of 64,031 mothers in the past month. 

 104,810 insecticide-treated mosquito nets have 
been distributed to households with pregnant and 
lactating women and young children, an addition 
of 37,143 nets distributed in the past month.  

 To date, UNICEF has supported the government 
in providing 30,905 children with Vitamin A 
supplementation, and 45,787 children up to 24 
months of age with routine immunization. 

 To date, 4,334 deliveries have been assisted and 
16,630 women have received antenatal check-ups 
by skilled birth attendants in basic health units that 
offer emergency obstetrics services. 

 7,083 clean delivery kits and 4,339 newborn kits 
have been distributed to new mothers to date; an 
addition of 3,022 clean delivery kits and 198 
newborn kits in the past month. 

 11,059 baby blankets have been distributed in 
Balochistan. 

 

Nutrition 
 208,593 children under the age of five and 90,926 

pregnant and lactating women have been 
screened for malnutrition; an addition of 53,060 
children and 24,039 women screened in the past 
month. Of the children screened:  
o 11,510 children suffering from severe acute 

malnutrition have been admitted to 90 
Outpatient Therapeutic Feeding Centres 
(OTPs). 

o 24,058 children suffering from moderate acute 
malnutrition have been admitted to 90 WFP-
run Supplementary Feeding Programmes 
(SFPs). 

o 84 children suffering from severe acute 
malnutrition with medical complications have 
been admitted to five Stabilization Centres.  

o 1,271 children have recovered in OTPs, 2,237 
in SFPs and 63 in Stabilization Centres. 

 Lady Health Workers in Punjab have now taken 
over the operations of the Community 
Management of Acute Malnutrition programme, 
with on-going UNICEF support. 

 89,838 pregnant and lactating women have been 
reached with breastfeeding promotion information 
and counselling on infant and young child feeding, 
an addition of 37,217 women in the past month. 

 77,391 children and 26,893 women have been 
provided with multi-micronutrients; an addition of 
12,270 children reached in the past month.  

 
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

 UNICEF’s main focus is rehabilitation of flood-
resistant water schemes. 60,000 people have 
been provided with safe drinking water by 
rehabilitated or new water schemes, an addition of 
30,000 people reached in the past month.  

 105,670 people have been provided with water by 
hand pumps, an addition of 45,488 people in the 
past month.  

 237,793 people have been provided with 
household water treatment options, such as water 
purification tablets; an addition of 55,573 people in 
the past month. 
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Ashia, a health worker, vaccinates Kifayat, four years old, against 
polio. Kifayat’s family was displaced during the floods in Jaffarabad 
district, Balochistan.  



 366,504 people have been provided with family 
hygiene kits (including soap, a water bucket and 
two jerry cans), an addition of 89,820 people 
reached in the past month. 

 329,200 people have been provided with soap. 

 440,201 people have listened to WASH related 
behaviour change communication; an addition of 
7,838 people reached in the past month. 

 123,121 people (51% female) have access to 
latrines and defecation trenches, an addition of 
58,718 people reached in the past month.   

 10,210 children have been provided with safe 
water supply and latrines in Temporary Learning 
Centres/PLaCES. 

 

Education 
 35,958 children (42% girls) are enrolled in 510 

Temporary Learning Centres (TLCs); an addition 
of 2,210 children enrolled and 30 TLCs 
established in the past month.  

 TLCs in Sindh will continue end March 2013, after 
which TLC children will be mainstreamed into 
government schools. 

 773 TLC teachers (17% female) have been 
trained in teaching under difficult circumstances, 
health and hygiene promotion, and provision of 
psychosocial support.  

 Enrolment campaigns are underway in 
Balochistan, where parents are being mobilized to 
take active part in the restoration of educational 
services and to enrol their children. 

 
Child Protection 
 22,414 children (50% girls) and 6,398 women are 

attending 176 static and mobile Protective 

Learning and Community Emergency Services 
(PLaCES); an addition of 10,797 children reached 
and 36 PLaCES established in the past month. 
PLaCES offer children and women safe spaces to 
access psychosocial support, vocational and life 
skills classes, recreation and vital referral 
services. 

 1,581 child protection cases have been identified 
for support/referral through the PLaCES staff; an 
addition of 1,230 cases referred in the past month. 

 To strengthen community-based child protection 
mechanisms, 2,031 members of Child Protection 
Committees have been trained to prevent, identify 
and respond to child protection issues. 

 19,623 community members have attended 
information sessions on child protection issues, 
including early marriages, child labour, prevention 
of abuse and exploitation, and disaster risk 
reduction; an addition of 13,708 people reached in 
the past month. 

 

Funding 
UNICEF is grateful for the generous partnership of the 
international community in recognising the impact of 
this disaster on children and their families. To meet 
the immediate and medium-term needs of children 
and women affected by the floods, UNICEF’s 
component of the Monsoon Humanitarian Operation 
Plan is USD 19.6 million, covering the period of 
September 2012 through March 2013. The 
humanitarian community is currently reviewing the 
MHOP to better reflect current needs.  
 
UNICEF has received US$ 8 million against the 
MHOP; a further US$ 3.4 million was re-allocated 
from previous humanitarian donations, while US$ 6.1 
million is in the pipeline. Over the past month, 
UNICEF is grateful for pledges and contributions 
received from UK DFID (US$ 5 million for WASH), 
USAID/OFDA (US$ 1.5 million for floods and 
displacement in KP/FATA), and Sweden (US$ 
757,000). 

 
UNICEF wishes to thank all the donors that have 
provided support to the life-saving humanitarian 
activities in the flood affected areas - Canada, 
Denmark, the Central Emergency Relief Fund, 
ECHO, Finland, Norway, Sweden, the United 
Kingdom, the United States, and the National 
Committees for UNICEF in Luxembourg, the United 
Kingdom and the United States.  
 

For More Information Contact: 

Dan Rohrmann, Representative – drohrmann@unicef.org, tel: (+92) 51 209 7700 

Karen Allen, Deputy Representative, kallen@unicef.org, tel: (+92) 300 500 2588 

Lóa Magnúsdóttir, Resource Mobilization Specialist, lmagnusdottir@unicef.org, tel. (+92) 345 500 3620 
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Using UNICEF jerry cans and buckets, women and children collect safe 
water in Naseerabad, Balochistan. 
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Story from the field 
 
‘I Want to Learn Too’ – Girls’ Education in Pakistan a Priority during Emergency, Early 
Recovery and Beyond 

By Pashmina Naz Ali 

Jacobabad, Sindh – Maraee keenly watches an enthusiastic group of children who 

have gathered to learn at a centre near her village, which was flooded in September 

2012. When caught peeking in at the proceedings, she explained, “I want to learn 

too. I want books and all the things that these children have.” 

 

The centre is one of 420 temporary learning facilities set up in flood-affected areas 

of Sindh province by UNICEF and partners. These temporary learning centres aim to 

ensure the restoration of educational activities for children as quickly as possible 

after emergencies. Establishing a sense of routine in the lives of children who have 

been affected or displaced by an emergency is necessary for their personal safety 

and psychological wellbeing. During early recovery, to save children from losing one 

year of academic learning or risk them dropping out of school entirely, it is important 

to support the resumption of formal education systems as soon as possible in return 

areas. In order to achieve this goal, UNICEF and partners will conduct enrolment 

campaigns to mainstream children into government schools. 

 

Maraee, despite her desire to continue her education, must wait. She is not the only 

child fascinated by this bustling, energetic temporary school. Many more children are 

also trying to peek inside the centre, eager to learn and wishing they could join in. 

However this centre, with 70 children enrolled, is at its maximum capacity and cannot take on more children. The 

staff are already running the facility in two shifts. While the centre will continue to operate until structural damage 

to the school near the village is repaired, more resources are needed to accommodate all of the children missing 

out on an education. 

 

A significant proportion of the girls attending the learning centres have never been to school before. Most of the 

facilities have been established at villages where people are able to return due to receding flood waters, so that 

education services can continue until infrastructure is rebuilt. 

 

The parents and members of Maraee’s community expressed their happiness that their girls were attending 

school. “We will send our girls to school if we know the schools are safe and in close proximity. We don’t like our 

daughters traveling far from home, as it is not safe these days,” one parent said. Many parents expressed their 

wish that the education services continue after the flood response ended. They said their children liked the 

teachers as well as the school supplies available for them. 

 

Education in Sindh 

Sindh, as well as other parts of Pakistan, faces the critical challenges of access to education, in particular quality 

and relevant education. After Nigeria, Pakistan has the second highest number of out-of-school children in the 

world. More than 6 million children of primary school age are not attending school. Of these, 2.9 million are boys 

and 3.6 million are girls.  

 

“Inequities in education are revealed in many forms,” Chief of UNICEF’s Sindh Field Office Andro Shilakadze 

said. “For example, on average, primary school-aged children access 5.7 years of education, whereas a poor girl 

from a rural area only gets 1.01 years of education. In Pakistan girls are the worst affected in availing access to 

education opportunities. Compared to boys, 20% more primary aged girls and 50% more lower secondary aged 

girls are out of school. Article 25A of the 18th Amendment of the Constitution sets out the government’s legal 

obligation to provide free and compulsory education for children aged five to sixteen. However, much more 

needs to be done. In Sindh 65% of boys and just 34.9% of girls are enrolled in school.” 
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Maraee stands outside a 
UNICEF Temporary 
Learning Centre in Sindh. 


