
 

 

 

 
   

 
SITUATION OF CHILDREN 
 
The onset of the cold season in the flood affected areas brings with it 
growing concerns for the health and wellbeing of vulnerable flood 
affected children. With houses damaged or destroyed in the floods, 
the displaced families have returned to homes that afford little shelter 
against the dropping temperatures, and many families are still 
residing in makeshift shelters close to their damaged homes. With 
temperatures falling to as low as 1°C in some areas, acute 
respiratory infections and pneumonia pose serious risk, especially for 
children.   
 
Water has receded from most parts of the flood affected areas but 
large areas of land are still under water in Balochistan and Sindh. 
Floodwater draining from the north is now pouring into new areas in 
Dadu and Qambar Shahdadkot districts in Sindh, and is expected to 
remain there for the next two or three months. UNICEF teams, 
together with partners, have been assessing the humanitarian needs 
of these newly flooded areas. In those assessments, community 
members said that diarrhoea, scabies, hepatitis, acute respiratory 
infections and other diseases are on the rise and the nearest basic 
health units are a considerable distance away. Supply of safe 
drinking water is also scarce as pumps and pipes are full of mud and 
water is contaminated. 
 
Early recovery measures are needed alongside humanitarian relief. 
Without water supply and health care, flood affected families, 
especially children, are exposed to significant health risks. Children 
who were enrolled in temporary learning centres and protective 
services while displaced need to be ensured that when they return to 
their homes, their education can continue in a temporary space, until 
schools can be rehabilitated. 
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SITUATION OVERVIEW 
 

4.8 million people have 
been affected by the 2012 
monsoon floods, according 
to the National Disaster 
Management Authority 
(NDMA).   

 
UNICEF KEY 
ACHIEVEMENTS SINCE 
SEPTEMBER 2012 
 

 505,367 people reached 
with safe drinking water  

 423,363 people 
provided with hygiene 
messages 

 227,160 children treated 
for diarrhea by Lady 
Health Workers 

 155,533 children and 
66,887 pregnant and 
lactating women 
screened for 
malnutrition 

 67,667 insecticide-
treated bednets 
distributed 

 33,748 children enrolled 
in 480 Temporary 
Learning Centres 

 11,617 children and 
3,601 women attending 
Protective Learning and 
Community Emergency 
Services (PLaCES) 
 

UNICEF is the lead agency 
for coordination for WASH, 
Education (with Save the 
Children), Nutrition and 
Child Protection. UNICEF is 
providing 94% of the 
Education Cluster 
response and 60% of the 
WASH Cluster water 

supply response. 
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A mother and her children stand outside their makeshift shelter in Sindh. 

 



UNICEF RESPONSE 
 
UNICEF and partners are supporting children and 
women in maternal and child health, nutrition, water, 
sanitation and hygiene, education and child 
protection. 

 

Health 

 To date, 227,160 children under the age of five 
have been treated for diarrhoea by Lady Health 
Workers, an addition of 47,061 children treated in 
the past fortnight. 

 147,470 children under five have received 
treatment for acute respiratory infections, an 
addition of 4,914 children treated in the past 
fortnight. 

 491,739 mothers have been provided health 
education by community health workers; an 
addition of 152,206 mothers reached in the past 
fortnight. 

 67,667 insecticide-treated mosquito nets have 
been distributed to households with pregnant and 
lactating women and young children, an addition 
of 23,817 nets distributed in the past fortnight.  

 To date, UNICEF has supported the government 
in vaccinating 51,812 children against measles, 
providing 30,905 children with Vitamin A 
supplementation, and 45,787 children up to 24 
months of age with routine immunization. 

 24 basic health units are carrying out around-the-
clock (24/7) emergency obstetrics and newborn 
care services. To date, 3,994 deliveries have 
been assisted and 14,733 women have received 
antenatal check-ups by skilled birth attendants. 

 4,061 clean delivery kits and 4,141 newborn kits 
have been distributed by Lady Health Workers to 
new mothers to date. 

 5,700 baby blankets have been distributed in 
Balochistan. 

 

Nutrition 
 155,533 children under the age of five and 66,887 

pregnant and lactating women have been 
screened for malnutrition; an addition of 48,481 
children and 15,714 women screened in the past 
fortnight. Of the children screened:  
o 9,647 children suffering from severe acute 

malnutrition have been admitted to 90 
Outpatient Therapeutic Feeding Centres 
(OTPs), an addition of 1,775 children admitted 
in the past fortnight; 

o 19,471 children suffering from moderate acute 
malnutrition have been admitted to 90 WFP-

run Supplementary Feeding Programmes 
(SFPs); 

o 76 children suffering from severe acute 
malnutrition with medical complications have 
been admitted to five Stabilization Centres.  

o 925 children have recovered in OTPs, 1,238 
in SFPs and 54 in Stabilization Centres. 

 Essential medicines for emergency nutrition 
interventions are at Karachi airport awaiting 
government clearance, resulting in shortage of 
medicines for flood affected populations. 

 52,621 pregnant and lactating women have been 
reached with breastfeeding promotion information 
and counselling on infant and young child feeding, 
an addition of 10,392 women reached in the past 
fortnight. 

 65,121 children and 21,259 women have been 
provided with multi-micronutrients; an addition of 
20,919 children reached in the past fortnight.  

 
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

 UNICEF is now emphasising early recovery 
interventions, with special focus on rehabilitation 
of flood-resistant water schemes. 30,000 people 
have been provided with safe drinking water by 
rehabilitated or new water schemes and 60,182 
people by hand pumps, an addition of 29,370 
people reached in the past fortnight.  

 182,220 people have been provided with 
household water treatment options, such as water 
purification tablets; an addition of 56,829 people in 
the past fortnight. 

 30,000 people are still receiving safe drinking 
water daily through water trucking. 
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Usma, a lady health worker, shows a group of women and children 
in Naseerabad, Balochistan, how to use the UNICEF water 
purification tablets and the hygiene kits.  



 276,684 people have been provided with family 
hygiene kits (including soap, a water bucket and 
two jerry cans), an addition of 66,415 people 
reached in the past fortnight. 

 329,200 people have been provided with soap, an 
addition of 4,200 people in the past fortnight. 

 432,363 people have listened to WASH related 
behaviour change communication; an addition of 
17,577 people reached in the past fortnight. 

 10,210 children have been provided with WASH 
facilities in Temporary Learning Centres/PLaCES, 
an addition of 3,413 children reached in the past 
fortnight. 

 64,403 people (50% female) have access to 
latrines and defecation trenches, an addition of 
9,425 people reached in the past fortnight. 

 Due to the transition to early recovery, delivery of 
sanitation services is shifting to sustainable 
behavioural change using the Pakistan Approach 
to Total Sanitation.  

 

Education 
 33,748 children (42% girls) are enrolled in 480 

Temporary Learning Centres (TLCs); an addition 
of 6,173 children enrolled and 55 TLCs 
established in the past fortnight.  

 493 TLC teachers (18% female) have been 
trained in teaching under difficult circumstances, 
health and hygiene promotion, and the provision 
of psychosocial support.  

 Members of 60 parent-teacher councils and 
school management committees have been 
trained on emergency preparedness to involve 
parents and community members in education 
activities. 

 

Child Protection 
 11,617 children (50% girls) and 3,601 women are 

attending 140 static and mobile Protective 
Learning and Community Emergency Services 
(PLaCES); an addition of 4,781 children reached 
and 77 PLaCES established in the past fortnight. 
578 pregnant and lactating women are registered 
at these PLaCES.  

 PLaCES offer children and women safe, private 
spaces to access psychosocial support, 
information and awareness, learning and 
recreation and vital referral services. Adolescent 
girls are particularly showing keen interest in 
sessions of adult literacy and basic numeracy 
skills. PLaCES facilitators are trained on 
identification of malnourished children and 

women. 

 To strengthen community-based child protection 
mechanisms, 1,077 members of Child Protection 
Committees within the catchment area of PLaCES 
have been trained to prevent, identify and respond 
to child protection issues. 

 351 child protection cases have been identified for 
support/referral through the PLaCES staff; an 
addition of 235 cases referred in the past fortnight. 

 5,915 community members have attended 
information sessions on child protection issues, 
including early marriages, child labour, prevention 
of abuse, violence and exploitation, disaster risk 
reduction and identification and reporting of 
separated, unaccompanied or missing children. 

 

Funding 
UNICEF is grateful for the generous partnership of the 
international community in recognising the impact of 
this disaster on children and their families.  
 
To meet the immediate and medium-term needs of 
children and women affected by the floods, UNICEF’s 
component of the Monsoon Humanitarian Operation 
Plan was USD 19.6 million, covering the period of 
September 2012 through March 2013. This includes: 

 USD 4.9 million for health 

 USD 2.7 million for nutrition 

 USD 7 million for WASH 

 USD 2.8 million for education 

 USD 2.2 million for child protection. 

 

Thus far, UNICEF has received USD 15.7 million in 

contributions. Currently, UNICEF is 80% funded for 

the 2012 flood response. 

 
UNICEF wishes to thank all the donors that 
have provided support to the life-saving 
humanitarian activities in the flood affected 
areas - Canada, Denmark, the Central 
Emergency Relief Fund, ECHO, Finland, 
Norway, Sweden, the United Kingdom, and the 
National Committees for UNICEF in 
Luxembourg, the United Kingdom and the 
United States.  
 
We remain available for any additional information 
whether on the impact of UNICEF’s work or the 
immediate priorities going forward. 

For More Information Contact: 

Dan Rohrmann, Representative – drohrmann@unicef.org, tel: (+92) 51 209 7700 

Karen Allen, Deputy Representative, kallen@unicef.org, tel: (+92) 300 500 2588 

Lóa Magnúsdóttir, Resource Mobilization Specialist, lmagnusdottir@unicef.org, tel. (+92) 345 500 3620 
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Story from the field 
 
Flood Affected Children get a Second Chance to Attend School 

By Zeeshan Suhail 

Rajanpur district, Punjab, December 2012 - Farhat, 14, 
sits with a notebook in her hand, keenly awaiting her 
lesson. She is the oldest student in her school, and 
certainly one of the brightest.  
 
Farhat’s father, Ghulam Abbas, is a father of eight 
children and works as a mason in their village in 
Rajanpur district. He earns an average of USD 3 a day 
when he has a steady income, but that has been 
infrequent due to the economic downturn. Despite being 
heavily affected by the 2010 and 2012 floods, Ghulam 
and his wife believe that their children needed to be 
educated.  
 
Farhat’s previous school was destroyed in the 2010 
floods, and was replaced by a UNICEF transitional 
school structure. During the 2012 flood emergency, the 
transitional school structures often remained the only 
un-flooded schools in the affected areas. 

 

Girls’ empowerment through education 
UNICEF developed the transitional school structures as 
an innovative, cost efficient solution to jumpstart the 
education of children whose schools were affected by 
floods. High quality insulated material is used in the 
construction of the transitional school structures for 
climate control, and the final approved design provides 
room for cross ventilation and appropriate light. The 
structures are elevated three feet off the ground for 
flood resistance. Each transitional school structure 
includes water, sanitation and hygiene facilities (with 
special access facilitation for disabled children), a water 
storage tank, child friendly furniture, attractive play 
materials, essential school supplies and early childhood 
education classes. 
 
Farhat’s community benefited greatly from the newly constructed transitional school structure. “We want to learn, 
but there are no schools for girls in our area, and we cannot walk 10 miles to go to a school”, Farhat says. 
 
Slowly and steadily, the trust of the community increased, and more students enrolled in the transitional school. 
Farhat recruited all her friends, who now enthusiastically attend classes. Farhat is adamant about the 
community’s need for female teachers and child-friendly schools.  
 
“In our locality, the elders did not educate their daughters because they were not in favour of girls’ education. 
Now they have realized that girls should also receive education. Our fellow students have also been counselled 
to accommodate us, and respect us. Thanks to the social mobilizers and members of the youth group, the 
number of girls in our school has increased,” Farhat says. It’s no small wonder then that Farhat would like to be 
a teacher when she grows up, after having been raised in a community that places such importance on 
education. 

 

Community support 
The transitional school structures in Rajanpur district enjoy great support from the community. Many of the 
schools were constructed on land donated by village residents.  
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Farhat, in the middle, enjoys a light moment with a friend and a 
social mobilizer. 
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A student poses proudly with his UNICEF schoolbag. 
 
 


