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HIGHLIGHTS AND STATISTICS 

 Some 6,300 new refugees, asylum-seekers and migrants, encountered by UNHCR and partners remain in 
Serbia. Of those, over 4,800 (or 77%) were accommodated in governmental facilities, including 1,765 in five 
Asylum Centres and 3,069 in “Transit” or Reception Centres. The others were counted at the border with 
Hungary and close to 1,000 sleeping rough at night in Belgrade City centre.  

 Belgrade City Administration, reportedly backed by national authorities, instructed municipal authorities to 
curtail civil society activities for refugees and migrants in the city centre. 

 In response to a high number of refugees/migrants with body lice in Transit Centres in the West and Belgrade 
city centre, authorities and medical agencies undertook a number of measures, from disinfecting and cleaning 
of premises to isolating and treating infected refugees/migrants.    

 According to statistics of the Ministry of Interior, 152 expressed intent to seek asylum in Serbia during the 
reporting period, bringing the total for the month to 878, and for the year to 9,951. 

 

 

 

SOUTH 
The total number of refugees and migrants in the South on 23 October was 1,045, of which 852 were 
accommodated in the Presevo RC and 193 in the Bujanovac RC.  Almost half of the Presevo RC population is from 
Afghanistan (47%), followed by 18% Pakistan and 15% Syria, with 20% of various other countries, including Iraq, 
Algeria and Bangladesh. In Bujanovac RC, some 65% of the population is from Afghanistan, 28% from Iraq and 6 
% Syria.  

UNHCR and all other organizations active in the Presevo RC, assisted with food and non-food items, medical 
services, counselling, interpretation, referrals and recreational activities, and with the Bujanovac RC now functional, 
have also extended their services there.  

 

BELGRADE 
While a slight decrease in number of refugees and migrants present during the day was observed, close to 1,000 
slept rough in the centre of Belgrade City. Most were from Afghanistan, followed by Pakistan and Iraq.  The Asylum 
Centre (AC) of Krnjaca continued sheltering around 1,000 refugees, asylum-seekers or migrants. 

Several civil society organisations provided assistance, counselling and facilitated many referrals, including to 
asylum procedures, registration with the police, and medical services.  UNHCR and Asylum Info Centre conducted 
a sample profiling in Belgrade city centre. UNHCR/DRC and MDM doctors treated over 180 refugee/migrant 
patients during the reporting period, and engaged in the campaign against the body lice.  
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NORTH 
The total number of asylum seekers in the North remained stable with some 340 counted on 23 October. This 
number includes 124 people sheltered in Subotica Transit Centre, and under 150 camping in the open on Serbian 
soil close to the two Hungarian “transit zones” of Horgos I and Kelebija. The latter group comprises 32% of asylum 
seekers from Syria, 30% from Afghanistan and 28% from Iraq, of which on average 38% were children, 41% adult 
men and 21% adult women.   

The SCRM, UNHCR, and other organizations provided humanitarian aid, including food, fresh fruits, non-food aid, 
hygiene packages, support to maintenance of the sanitary conditions, medical assistance, referrals, as well as legal 
and other counselling.  

Hungary admitted 119 asylum seekers during the reporting period, while UNHCR and partners encountered some 
29 foreign nationals who reported to have been pushed-back/unlawfully expelled into Serbia, without having been 
granted access to asylum procedures in Hungary, having entered it irregularly. 

 

WEST 

Transit Centres in the West sheltered some 1,900 refugees and 
migrants. Of those, some 450 were in Sid TC, 950 in Adasevci TC and 
500 in Principovac TC.  The SCRM is yet to share the nationality and 
age/gender breakdown.   

Civil society organizations assisted with food, and non-food as well as 
medical aid, counselling, referrals, child support, and recreational 
activities. Local community with SCRM organized football and 
basketball matches for refugee children in Adasevci, with the support of 
IOM and UNICEF.  

The authorities and medical agencies put additional measures to deal 
with high number of cases of body lice, mostly in Sid RAP.  
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Refugee girls took part in a basketball match 
organized by the Local community and 
SCRM, Adaševci (Serbia), ©UNHCR, 21 
October 2016 
 

http://www.unhcr.org/refugeeday/sr/
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