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UNHCR NIGERIAWEEKLY UPDATE 
15 – 25 September, 2015 
HIGHLIGHTS 

 

  

 

 

Highlights 

Cholera outbreak in Borno State 

• 17th day of outbreak from first reported case 

• Number of IDP camps affected camps affected remain the same 

• Incidence in communities still on the increase, but decreasing in 
camps 

• A total of 408 cases with 13 deaths (CFR =3.2%) recorded 

• 23 new cases with no deaths reported as at 24th September: all 23 
cases being treated as in-patients  

• No discharge as at 24th September 

• 56 patients currently on admission in CTC 

All Humanitarian actors are requested to upscale their response in their 
various areas of responsibilities in order to address and mitigate the 
cholera outbreak. In this regard, UNHCR is increasing it emergency shelter 
response in and around Maiduguri. 

Continued insecurity situation 

 On 17 September, UNHCR organized protection training for 27 immigration 
officers, 5 military officers and 1 DSS officer receiving Nigerian returnees at 

KEY FIGURES 

2,150,451   
IDPs in Adamawa, Bauchi, Borno, 

Gombe, Taraba, Yobe, Nasarawa 

states and Abuja through DTM as 

of 31 August  2015 

 

2,333 refugees/ 

asylum seekers 
Refugees and Asylum  as of 31 

August 2015 (UNHCR) 

FUNDING 

USD 29,611,512 
 

Requested for the situation 

 

 

 

 

PRIORITIES 
 Identifying vulnerable groups  

 Protection monitoring 

 Advocating for and implementing 
targeted services  

 Capacity strengthening in 
protection and coordination  

 Advocacy for policy and legal 
framework 

 Advocating for comprehensive 
durable solutions for IDPs and 
refugees 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 
Summarize, in a few bullet points, the main activities conducted by UNHCR during the 

reporting period in operations covered in this updates and their impact on beneficiaries. 

Make sure the sentences are result-oriented and concise. Details on the activities listed in 

this section can be added in the Achievements section. Also place emphasis on the 

expansion of UNHCR’s presence, airlift of NFIs, distributions, most at risk groups of 

population, etc. 

Examples: 

-UNHCR distributed plastic sheeting to 500 households in operation 1 since January; 

-Five schools have been established since January in operation 2, thus increasing refugee 

children’s access to primary school from 10 per cent to 50 per cent; 

-UNHCR together with the authorities conducted a rapid assessment in XXX site where 

they identified 175 unaccompanied minors. 

 

Some IDP pupils in FCT Abuja studying under a tree. PHOTO: GARRIBA©UNHCR 26 August, 
2015. 
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several border entry points in Adamawa State. The objective of the training was 
to address sensitize participants on international protection standards as well as 
to practical challenges in the coordination and registration issues in the 
management of the returnee response. The  
 

 UNHCR provided non-food items (NFIs) to 43,000 IDPs located in various camps in 
Jalingo, capital of Taraba State. According to ongoing UNHCR-NHRC joint 
protection monitoring exercise, the State of Taraba in recent weeks experienced 
inter-communal violence and attacks against IDP returnees. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SECURITY AND POLITICAL CONTEXT 

 
 

 The security situation in the Northeast remains volatile despite claims by the Nigeria Military that the ongoing offensive against 
the insurgents in the North-east was gaining successful momentum with most of the sect’s strongholds falling and many 
fighters surrendering, as the Nigerian military continues to push for what it calls the final defeat of the terrorists, following 

a three-month deadline by President Muhammadu Buhari for the sect to be wiped out. 
  

 On 20 September, multiple bomb blasts rocked the city of Maiduguri, the stronghold of the Islamist group, with 54 
persons confirmed dead, and about 100 injured persons. The terrorists were believed to have struck a mosque and the 
area outside the building, according to witnesses. Sect leader, Shekau refuted claims by the military that he and his gang 
were acting out of desperation.  

 
 In a recent video, sect leader Abubakar Shekau said they were still in full control of the Northeast, and that President 

Buhari should be ready to spend more money in the fight against them. Shekau, who was said to have been killed in 
Konduga last month by Nigerian military, had announced in the video that he was alive and his group in total control. The 
Nigerian Army has described members of the sect as barefaced liars, and dismissed their claims. 

 
 President Muhammadu Buhari has travelled to New York where he is expected to address the General Assembly on the 

state of the federation, and particularly the fight against Boko Haram in the North East Nigeria. The President  recently 
visited his French counterpart Francois Hollande, during which he revealed that his government was negotiating with 
insurgents for the release of the over 200 schoolgirls abducted from a secondary school in the Northeast town of Chibok 
more than a year ago. He even suggested the possibility of granting the sect amnesty, but a retired military officer and 
security expert, Capt. Umar Aliyu, has warned and reminded Buhari that the insurgents had in the past left no one in 

 2 million 
IDPs in North 

East states 
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doubt as regards their appetite for botched negotiations. The Chief of Army Staff (COAS), Lt-Gen. Tukur Buratai, has, 
however, assured that progress was being made by the Nigerian military operating in the Northeast in rescuing the girls. 

 

 On 6 September 2015, four unarmed terrorist suspects were arrested by youth at Geidam town, Geidam LGA of Yobe 
State and handed over to the military, even as other armed Islamist suspects, on motorcycles, attacked neighbouring 
villages of Muktum and Difhi (Ngarbuwa ward) in Gujba LGA. Meanwhile, 4 persons were killed, several houses burnt, 
and a pickup vehicle set ablaze in Muktum village, and an unspecified number of cows were rustled in Difhi villages. 

 

 No fewer than 27 persons were killed and 62 others injured during a bomb attack on Monguno, a town 135 kilometres 
from Maiduguri, the capital of Borno State, shortly after the multiple attacks in Maiduguri. Not long after these killings, 
the Nigerian Army, during its arms and ammunition mop-up in Kula Community, Akuku-Toru Local Government Area of 
Rivers State, arrested a rogue soldier, who specialised in training insurgents.   

 

 As a result of regular confrontation between government forces and members of the sect, many soldiers and police have 
sustained injuries. For this reason, the Inspector General of Police, Mr Solomon Arase, has renewed advocacy by the 
Nigerian Police high command for victims of gunshot wounds to be given adequate and prompt treatment by doctors and 
medical personnel. 
 

 As a form of incentive, the Chief of Army Staff, Lt. Gen. Yusuf Buratai, has approved the promotion of 5000 soldiers 
fighting the terrorists in the Northeast, assuring that the Army was closing in on the Chibok girls in the Sambisa Forest 
with a view to rescuing them, though it has often been reported that most of the girls had been married away and others 
initiated into the attacks on communities. 
 

 The banking sector in Nigeria has also become a prime target of terrorists and robbers. This is why a security 
expert, Dr Ona Ekhomu has advised that banks in the country should be adequately protected against terrorist 
attacks, adding that there was a dire need to urgently stem the tide. 
 
 

PRIORITIES 
Indicate UNHCR and partners’ 
priorities for the situation in 
the coming weeks. e.g. 
Provision of NFIs for 10,000 
families in XXX Camp. 
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UPDATE ON ACHIEVEMENTS 

 
OPERATIONAL CONTEXT AND HIGHLIGHTS 

 According to the Displacement Tracking Matrix, more than 2.1 million people – about 300,000 households – have been 

uprooted in the Northeast region since the sect launched its uprising in 2009.   

 As part of efforts to ensure the adoption of the IDP Policy and the domestication of the Kampala Convention,  UNHCR met 
with the Director-General of the National Institute of Legislative Studies (NILS) on 16 September to discuss a planned 
advocacy visit/workshop for parliamentarians. The intention of this is to launch the UNHCR-Inter-Parliamentary Union 
Handbook for Members of Parliament, which is a practical tool to help them put the right legislation in place to enable 
States assume their  responsibility in  preventing  displacement, protecting and providing assistance to IDPs. NILS is a 
technical department of the National Assembly, saddled with the responsibility to assist National and State Assemblies in 
drafting, promoting and disseminating bills among Legislative Assemblies in Nigeria.  

 United Nations human rights expert, Chaloka Beyani, on 16 September condemned the heinous attack in an IDP camp in 
Yola, Northeast Nigeria, where some 32,000 IDPs are taking refuge. Mr. Beyani expressed his dismay at the targeting of the 
camp, the first attack of this kind since the escalation of the crisis in northern Nigeria. On 11 September, at least seven 
people were killed and 14 others injured, including 4 officials from the National Emergency Management Agency, after the 
Malkohi IDP camp in Yola, Adamawa State, was the target of a suicide bombing. 

 In Taraba, it was reported that the State Government have called on traditional rulers to ensure that all IDPs return to their 
places of original residence and that all confiscated land belonging to the IDPs be returned to the returnees. A number of 
IDPs thereafter returned and attacks have been reported. Returnees in Dan Anacha Village in Gassol Local Government 
Area (LGA) and in Kortse Village were attacked resulting in the killing of 4 and 3 civilians respectively. There were also 
reports of killings of returnees who were engaged in clearing their farmlands and houses in Bali LGA. Following these 
incidents the government has reportedly alerted the police, military and SEMA to ensure that this directive is implemented. 
Four community leaders were said to have been suspended by the Governor because they were accused 
of fueling communal crisis in their areas. UNHCR and other PSWG partners are closely following up on the implementation 
of the administrative directive on IDPs’ returns. 

 In Plateau State, daily attacks continue in parts of Riyom, Barkin Ladi, Wase, Langtan South, and Shedam LGAs of the state, 
resulting in killings and maiming of civilians. In Adamawa, following an on-going security screening of returnees to Nigeria, 
there was an interception of suspected terrorists by the Nigerian security in Fufore and Mubi, which is creating increased 
fears among IDPs. 

 UNHCR received complaints from over 415 IDPs in Galtimari informal camp, Borno State, that they do not receive the same 
level of assistance as is available to IDPs in formal camps. Necessary follow up is being ensured. 

 The number of Nigerian returnees from Cameroon through Adamawa increased in August; an instance of family separation 
was reported where a group of 38 Fulani herd men were rounded up by Cameroonian soldiers in Dabanga area in Kousseri 
on 19 August and returned to Nigeria. This group reported that they left family members including children and over 2000 
cattle in Cameroon. Further information on the location and address of the family members were not provided by the 
returnees as they chose to leave for Borno state the next day.  

 A number of terrorist suspects were arrested in IDP camps in Damaturu, Yobe State, and consequently, authorities have 
suggested to UNHCR that  ID cards be issued to IDPs. 

 UNHCR participated in an Information management working group meeting on 4 September, 2015. Update was given on 
the HNO process and required action from sectors to finalize the documents. Members were also informed on the 
activated a situation room to monitor the flood situation in Northern Adamawa and informed that the number of IDPs 
according to the newly published DTM Round IV report is now 2.150,451 million IDPs in 7 states plus FCT.  
 

 CCCM training began in Yola on 8 September 2015, with participants drawn from NEMA, SEMA, NRCS and NIS. The training 
was officially opened by NEMA Director and SEMA Permanent Secretary in Adamawa.  
 

Instructions to be deleted:  
Remove sectors for which there has not been 
any development during the reporting period. 

- Pictures can be inserted. To insert a 
picture copy/paste it in the 
document. Once it is in, right click on 
it and click on “square” to wrap text 
around it. 

- Graphs can be added. Please use, as 
much as possible, the standard 
graphs provided in the Generic 
Update Templates. 

- It is not required to report 
achievements for all operations 
within a sector. (e.g. If only 
Operation 1 has made progress in 
education during the reporting 
period, only report on achievements 
for this operation). 
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 UNHCR conducted community-based protection and community engagement sensitization session in Teacher's 
Village camp in Borno, involving IDP leaders and authorities. 

 Following an assessment of the most vulnerable IPDs conducted in Pompomari camp, 135 lactating women were registered 
as beneficiaries of 100 mattresses donated by UNHCR. In view of the limited number available, Yobe FU contacted 
SEMA/NEMA to supplement and the Executive Secretary of SEMA pledged to give 35 mattresses to make up for the 
required number. 

 UNHCR Deputy Representative, CISLAC and NCFRMI participated in the second meeting of the Task Team on Law and 
Policy on September 17

th
. The team from Nigeria provided a briefing on developments in IDP law and policy in Nigeria, 

including the outcomes of the just concluded IDP Summit. The participation was to help the Task Team contextualize 
some of the support it had provided in the review of the IDP policy as well as prepare for ongoing support. 
 

 Further to the planned workshop for Parliamentarians for November 2015, UNHCR met with Director General of the 
National Institute for Legislative Studies on the 16 September. As part of agreed next steps, the DG promised the 
support of the NILS including immediate follow-up with the National Assembly. UNHCR in collaboration with the 
National Commissions for Refugees, Migrants and Internally Displaced Persons (NCFRMI) has initiated plans for joint 
courtesy visits to the: President of the Senate; the Speaker of the House of Representatives; and the Senator 
representing Adamawa North senatorial district, Senator Binta Masir Garba (considered a strong advocate on IDP 
issues in the Senate). 
 

 On 17 September, UNHCR organized protection training for 27 immigration officers, 5 military officers and 1 
DSS officer receiving Nigerian returnees at several border entry points in Adamawa State. The objective of the training was 
to address sensitize participants on international protection standards as well as to practical challenges in the coordination 
and registration issues in the management of the returnee response.  

 PSWG bimonthly meeting held on 22 September, hosted by OCHA, with high-points including: updates on the finalization of 
the sector’s secondary data review and severity ranking for the HNO; and a review of emerging protection issues in the 
Northeast. Emerging protection concerns on security screening at IDP camps were discussed with key recommendations 
including facilitating a specific ISWG/HCT agenda item on the issue. Key advocacy messages targeting different stakeholders 
at State and National levels will also be drafted and shared by the PSWG.  
 

 Following the outbreak of cholera in several IDP camps in Maiduguri, UNHCR participated in an extraordinary HCT meeting 
on 18 September, 2015 to discuss the humanitarian response to the situation. Situation report indicated 11 fatalities; 246 
cholera cases; and over 11, 000 individuals are at risk. There are fears that the threat might be spreading to the city with 
on-going house to house assessments. Challenges to the response include weak government response; weak Camp 
Coordination and Camp Management in the camps; poor sanitation conditions and overcrowding in the camps; and low 
morale of WASH volunteers. Recommendations were made for scaling up prevention; significant scale up on CCCM with 
clear “improvement plan” for the camps and improved state level sector coordination. In addition to other agencies UNHCR 
is planning to distribute urgently needed NFIs/emergency shelter support. 
 

 

 Protection Sector Working Group (PSWG) is actively contributing to the planning of the Humanitarian Needs Overview, 
while members have decided that the HNO will focus on four states, including Borno, Adamawa, Gombe and Yobe. The 
group has also outlined protection indicators for the exercise and has initiated the preparation of a protection analysis. 

 UNHCR provided non-food items (NFIs) to 43,000 IDPs located in various camps in Jalingo, capital of Taraba State. 
According to ongoing UNHCR-NHRC joint protection monitoring exercise, the State of Taraba in recent weeks experienced 
inter-communal violence and attacks against IDP returnees. 
 

 UNHCR and NEMA successfully carried out media and community town hall sensitizations in Benue State on impending 
floods and general IDP/returnee matters, while noting the shortage of funds and lack of adequate materials for this 
purpose.  

 
 

 Based on information provided by UNHCR Nigeria, United Nations human rights expert Chaloka Beyani strongly condemned 
the heinous attack against a camp for internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Yola, Adamawa State where some 32,000 IDPs 
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have found refuge. Mr. Beyani expressed his dismay at the targeting of the camp, the first attack of this kind since the 
escalation of the crisis in northeast Nigeria.  
 

 

REFUGEE OPERATION 

REGISTRATION 

 Six (6) asylum seekers were registered during the period under review, including 3 Congolese (DR) and 3 Central Africans. In 

addition two new births (all Congolese) were registered. 

 ID CARDS 

 39 new ID cards were issued while 4 were re-issued. 

COMMUNITY SERVICES 

 15 refugees with specific needs and 10 refugees on skill training were assisted with monthly subsistence allowance and 

transport allowance respectively. 

 

 The academic progress report of DAFI students were followed up with their various schools. The office has received reports 

of four out of the six students who are presently benefiting from the DAFI scholarship programme.  

 

COLLABORATION WITH ECOWAS  

 
 ECOWAS and the Nigerian Government have commended ECOWAS Heads of State and governments for successfully 

reinstating civil rule in Burkina Faso, after President Michel Kafando was overthrown as Transition President in a military 
coup. ECOWAS leaders and Vice President Osinbajo were in the Burkinabe capital on 24 September to deliver the 
commendation to the leaders of the region. 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Contacts: 

Angele Dikongue-Atangana, UNHCR Representative to Nigeria & ECOWAS, DIKONGUE@unhcr.org, Tel: +234 (0) 92916667; Cell: +234 

8181530428. 

Mr. Hanson Ghandi Tamfu, External Relations / PI Officer BO Abuja, TAMFU@unhcr.org>, Tel: +234 (0) 8090359400; Cell: +234 

9027573068. 

Websites 

http://data.unhcr.org/SahelSituation/country.php?id=502 

http://nigeria.humanitarianresponse.info/Protection 

http://data.unhcr.org/SahelSituation/country.php?id=502
http://nigeria.humanitarianresponse.info/Protection

