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 REGIONAL HIGHLIGHTS 

 The rising number of conflicts in the region is further increasing the complexity of 

the Syrian refugee response. Host governments and communities are responding to 

meet the needs of both nationals and refugees affected by insecurity. In Iraq, an 

estimated 1.2 million Iraqis are displaced within the country, which is also hosting 

some 220,000 Syrian refugees. Clashes in Arsal, Lebanon, have caused widespread 

damage, affecting both Lebanese residents and more than 40,000 Syrian refugees. 

 Syria’s intensifying refugee crisis surpassed a record three million people on 29  

August. One in every eight Syrians has fled across the border - a million more people 

than a year ago. UNHCR and other aid agencies say increasing numbers of families 

are arriving in a shocking state, exhausted, scared and with their savings depleted. 

In addition to the three million registered refugees, governments estimate  

hundreds of thousands more Syrians have sought sanctuary in their countries. This 

has led to an enormous strain on their economies, infrastructures and resources. 

Syrians are now the world’s largest refugee population under UNHCR care. 
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REGIONAL FIGURES 

3 million Syrian refugees have fled to  

neighbouring countries and North Africa  

860,000 refugees outside camps are  

estimated to be living in sub-standard shelter 

2.4 million people estimated to be in need 

of support to prepare for winter 

1.7 million refugees require food  

assistance. 

900,000 Syrian school-age children need 

education 



SYRIA REGIONAL REFUGEE RESPONSE                       29 August 2014 | Page 2 

IRAQ: HUMANITARIAN CRISIS CONTINUES TO EVOLVE RAPIDLY  

 The security situation remains volatile in Al 

Qa’im, Anbar governorate. UNHCR currently 

has no access to Syrian refugees in Al Qa’im’s 

Al Obaidy camp. Access to Syrian refugees 

living in Al Qa’im communities is also  

challenging. Many UN agencies and  

international NGOs have ceased their 

activities in Al Obaidy camp and Al Qa’im. 

 In the Kurdistan Region (KR-I), the unfolding 

crisis may prevent school from resuming on 

10 September as scheduled, potentially 

affecting over 850,000 children including  

Syrian refugees, internally displaced Iraqis, 

and Kurdish host community children. Half of 

the 5,746 schools in the KR-I are estimated to 

be occupied as shelters for the displaced  

populations. Over half of Iraq’s 95,666 teachers are also estimated to be affected by the displacement. 

 Ongoing clashes forced Syrians refugees residing in Gawilan camp to be evacuated on 7 August. Residents are  

currently dispersed between Domiz camp, Darashakran camp, Kawergosk camp and other non-camp locations in  

Dohuk governorate; Akre; Erbil; and other locations in the KR-I. 

 The number of Syrian asylum-seekers returning back to Syria from the KR-I has reached an average of 300 persons a 

day due to the recent deterioration of the security situation, bringing the total number of Syrians returning from the 

KR-I since January 2014 to 20,445 individuals.  

 

EGYPT: SYRIAN REFUGEE RESPONSE SITUATION UPDATE 

 Protection - UNHCR is conducting a verification exercise for registered Syrian refugees in Greater Cairo. The exercise 

will verify the continued physical presence of refugees in Egypt through iris scanning, and provide updated personal 

and biometric data. On 21 and 22 July, UNHCR conducted two training sessions in Alexandria and New Damietta 

aimed at increasing the general understanding on the rights and obligations of refugees under international law. On 

23 July, UNHCR conducted an awareness session for 24 Community Based Protection Network members and  

community leaders residing in New Damietta. The session focused on the dangerous consequences of irregular 

movements from Egypt as well as the importance of respecting Egyptian laws and regulations, in particular obtaining 

residency permits on UNHCR Asylum Cards. 

 Food - Food voucher and e-card distribution commenced on 19 July for 110,000 beneficiaries in six locations (Obour, 

6th of October, Alexandria, Marsa Matrouh, Damietta and Tanta). Suggestion boxes have been placed in all  

distribution sites to further solicit feedback from beneficiaries, address concerns and subsequently improve  

operations. This mechanism compliments an existing telephone hotline, which is also advertised at distribution sites. 

 Cash assistance - UNHCR, Caritas and Resala are working together to assist vulnerable Syrian refugees to meet their 

basic needs through the provision of monthly cash grants. In July, 30,876 vulnerable Syrian refugees were assisted, 

representing 22.3 per cent of Egypt’s registered Syrian refugee population. 

 

Distribution of clothes, water and dates in Gawilan camp. UNHCR | B.Amin 
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LEBANON: HUMANITARIAN ACTIVITIES YET TO FULLY RESUME IN ARSAL 

 The Municipality and Lebanese security authorities confirmed that the situation in Arsal remains highly volatile. In 

addition to concerns regarding the presence of armed elements, there are indications that community tensions  

remain high. Authorities clearly articulated that a full resumption of humanitarian operations is still currently not  

advisable.  

 Meanwhile, the vast majority of Syrian refugees continue to benefit from WFP e-cards, distributions of food and cash 

assistance from Syrian organisations, and access to WASH facilities and medical interventions. Between  5 and 19  

August, US$ 764,000 was redeemed in WFP-contracted shops in Arsal and almost 69 per cent of the WFP e-cards 

were used. In addition, the Municipality advised that some local committees had recently distributed cash grants of 

$150 per family to over 1,400 families, amounting to a total of $210,000.  

 It is reported that upcoming rehabilitation efforts by national actors will focus on medical and educational facilities, 

direct cash disbursements to those impacted by the clashes, and water-related infrastructure. According to Municipal 

authorities, sewage and solid waste disposal, road rehabilitation, and public lighting are also priorities. 

 Shelter - Solutions are being sought for close to 100 families who are facing eviction from two temporary shelters. To 

date, the Syrian committees have found alternatives for over 50 per cent of occupants and negotiated an extension 

for occupants to stay until 1 September. The Municipality continues to advise that rehabilitation of damaged shelters 

in informal settlements and residential areas is currently not advisable.  

 Health care - Three mobile medical units are operating in Arsal, alongside three primary health centres.  

 WASH - Water trucking and de-sludging continues largely unhindered. Until now, 954 m3 of water has been trucked 

in to support both Lebanese and Syrian communities. 

 As of August 2014, Arsal is hosting 42,000 registered Syrian refugees, exceeding the number of resident Lebanese 

(35,000 people). More than 12,000 Syrians fled to the border region earlier this year, displaced by a fresh offensive 

on the Syrian city of Yabroud and its outskirts in February 2014. The February arrivals represented a second wave of 

refugees to escape fighting in the same region of Syria, prompting an earlier influx to Arsal in November 2013.  

 35,000 Resident  

Population of Arsal 

 

42,000 registered  

Syrian refugees 

 

5,000 refugees  

awaiting registration  

  

125 displaced Lebanese 

and refugee households* 
 

*as of 21 August 2014 
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The UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) | http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees  

This report is prepared by UNHCR. Humanitarian response partners are invited to contribute to this report. For more information or to be 
added to the distribution list, please contact Anna King, UNHCR Regional Reporting Officer | kinga@unhcr.org 

 The regional response for refugees fleeing Syria is the coordinated effort of 163 participating organizations (including 107 appealing agencies):  

ABAAD | ACTED | ActionAid | Action contre la faim | ADRA | Al Majmoua | AMAN | AMEL | ANERA | Arab Medical Union | Arc en Ciel | ARDD-Legal 

Aid | ARK | Armadilla SCS | Association de Charité Humanitaire | Association Justice et Miséricorde | AVSI | BBC Media Action | Beyond Association | 

BMD | British Council | CARE International | Caritas | Caritas Lebanon Migrant Centre | Catholic Relief Services | CCP | Central Association for  

Kindergarten Supervisors League | Centre for Victims of Torture | Civil Development Organization | Comitato International per lo Sviluppo dei Popoli | 

CONCERN | DRC | Emergency Life Support for Civilian War Victims | ERC | Family Guidance and Awareness Centre | FAO | FHI | Finn Church Aid | 

French Red Cross | Fundacion Promocion Social de la Cultura | GIZ | Global Communities | Gruppo di Volontariato Civile | Handicap International | 

Harikar | Heartland Alliance International | High Relief Commission | Hilfswerk Austria International | Human Relief Foundation | Humedica | ILO |  

Institute for Family Health/Noor Al Hussein Foundation | International Alert | International Catholic Migration Commission | International Children’s 

Continence Society | International Medical Corps | International Orthodox Christian Charities | International Relief and Development | International 

Rescue Committee | Internews | INTERSOS | IOM | IQRAA | Iraqi Refugee Assistance Project | Iraqi Youth League | Islamic Relief Worldwide | JBA | 

JEN | Jesuit Refugee Service | JIM - NET | Jordan Health Aid Society | Jordan Hashemite Charity Organization | Jordan Hashemite Fund for Human 

Development | Jordan Red Crescent | Jordan River Foundation | Jordanian Women’s Union | KAFA | KnK | KURDS | Lutheran Word Federation |  

MADA | Madrasati Initiative | Mines Advisory Group | Mahmoud Mosque Society | Makassed | Makhzoumi Foundation | Medair | Medical Aid for  

Palestinians | Médecins du Monde | Mercy Corps | Mercy USA | Ministry of Water and Irrigation | Movement for Peace | Muslim Aid | NAJMAH |  

National Centre for Culture and Arts | NICCOD | NRC | Operation Mercy | Organization for the Development of Women and Children | Oxfam | Peace 

Winds Japan | People In Need | Plan International | Polish Centre for International Aid | Psycho Social Training and Services Institute in Cairo |  

PU-AMI | Public Aid Organization | QANDIL | Qatar Red Crescent | Questscope | Rassemblement Democratique des Femmes du Liban | REACH | 

Refugee Education Trust | Relief International | Refugee Egypt | Resala | Rescate | RESTART | Royal Health Awareness Society | Safadi Foundation | 

SAWA | SCI KR-I | SCI | SCJ | Search for Common Ground | Secours Islamique France | Seraphim GLOBAL | SHEILD | Solidar Suisse | Solidarités 

International | Soins infirmiers et developpement comunautaire | SRC | STEP | Syria Relief and Development | TADAMON | Taghyeer | TDH | TDHI | 

THW | TRIANGLE GH | UAE Red Crescent | UNAMI | UN Women | UNDP | UNESCO | UNFPA | UN-Habitat | UNHCR | UNICEF | United Iraq Medical 

Society | UNOPS | Un Ponte Per | UNRWA | WAAJC | War Child UK | War Child Holland | WARVIN | WFP | WHO | World Rehabilitation Fund | World 

Vision International | Young Man’s Christian Association | Y-PEER  

UNHCR 

IOM: SUPPORTING HEALTH AND WELL-BEING INITIATIVES FOR SYRIAN REFUGEES 

 Jordan - IOM continues to immunize new Syrian arrivals. Between 5 

- 18 August, IOM immunized 862 newly arrived Syrian refugees 

against measles and 898 refugees against polio. To date, 181,592 

Syrian refugees have been immunized against polio and measles in 

Zaatari camp. Since March 2012, IOM has screened 417,129 Syrian 

refugees for tuberculosis and confirmed 139 suspected cases. IOM 

provides screening for suspected cases, directly observed therapy, 

and awareness-raising in camps and urban communities. 

 Lebanon - IOM is supporting six primary healthcare centres, four in 

South Lebanon and two in the central Bekaa, with subsidized  

consultations, free acute and chronic medications and  

reimbursements for medical and administrative staff for additional 

working hours. From 2 to 15 August, 1,878 Syrian refugees and 124 

Lebanese received primary healthcare consultations at the centres. IOM is also supporting a mobile medical unit in 

South Lebanon, to reach refugees and host communities in remote areas in need of medical support. From 2 to 15 

August, the mobile unit offered consultations to 276 Syrian refugees and 158 Lebanese. More than 19,000 individuals 

have so far been benefited from the primary health care services provided by IOM. In addition, 1,023 Syrian and  

Lebanese individuals received psychosocial support provided by IOM staff between 5 - 18 August. Activities  

implemented focused on maintaining family and community based care and support through recreational,  

educational and artistic activities. 

Syrian refugee children take part in activities organized 

by IOM’s mobile psychosocial support team in Sarafand, 

South Lebanon. IOM 

 


