
MOSUL WEEKLY PROTECTION UPDATE  

KEY FIGURES:

1.5 million  people expec t ed to be impacted in
Mosul and surrounding areas
99,384  people currently displaced

Governorate of displacement

5,609 families assessed
30,529 individuals

Source: UNHCR Partners, *IOM/DTM and Open Street Map Geographic Coordinate System: GCS_WFS_1984

21% of families headed by a female
184 unaccompanied or separated children
49% 
861 families referred for cash assistance

6,192 5,706 7,668 7,797

  

from the broader Mosul Corridor covering Erbil, Ninewa, 
Salah al-Din and Kirkuk Governorates since March 2016

Baghdad 0.11%
Salah al-Din 0.19%
Anbar 0.45%
Erbil 0.48%
Ninewa 98.78%

9,546 IDPs have returned to their places of origin
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HIGHLIGHTS: More than 10,000 women, men, girls and boys were displaced from their homes in and around Mosul city this week alone. Since the start of the offensives in 
mid-October, 99,384 people have fled Mosul. UNHCR continues to respond to the needs of IDPs arriving in camps including to the seizure of their documentation, restrictions 
on movement and access to family unity. Addressing threats of expulsion and the confiscation of identity documents in Kirkuk also remained prominent interventions this 
week.
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Forced returns  

Internally displaced persons (IDPs) from Salah al Din, Anbar and Diyala in Kirkuk were issued with 
notifications to leave the area by 20 December 2016.To compel returns from both camp and non-camp 
communities, identity documents were confiscated, and IDPs were threatened with forced removal to 
Daquq checkpoint. Protection monitors in Kirkuk report that as a result of the threats 24 families are 
believed to have left Laylan camp to their areas of origin. The IDPs report that a significant number of 
locations  in their places of origin in Anbar (Shohada, Hazaragiyee and Hay Sanayee), Salah al Din (Yath-
rib, Balad and Baji) and Diyala (villages in Baqubah and Maqdadiya) have either been destroyed, are still 
considered unsafe or are under PMF control, increasing the likelihood of secondary displacement. IDPs 
also reported that those with school children would need some time to initiate their transfer from 
school. UNHCR intervened with authorities requesting a moratorium on all forced returns in light of 
the harsh weather conditions and the situation in IDP areas of origin. UNHCR continues to advocate 
for a reversal of the decision that will adversely affect more than 100,000 IDPs in Kirkuk. 

In other instances, protection monitors report that the situation in some newly retaken areas of Mosul 
is precarious in terms of security and in the lack of basic services. Returnees in the southern parts of 
Nanaah village report the presence of unexploded ordinance inside unoccupied houses and in 
unmarked open areas exposing children and adults alike to danger. Returnees also report that the 
supply of food, kerosene and potable water is scarce and infrequent. In addition, government offices 
and institutions like hospitals and schools are yet to reopen. UNHCR continues to advocate with 
authorities for returns to be voluntary, safe and dignified and for the provision of services in such areas 
that make the returns sustainable. UNHCR notes the establishment of a committee in Hasansham and 
Khazer camps comprising of camp management, a representative of the Prime Ministers’ office and a 
representative of Pershmerga to examine return requests by IDPs.  

Access to safety

As civilians attempt to flee fighting in their villages, many find themselves stranded behind the front-
line and in buffer zones, seemingly unable to access camps. IDPs from Hawija report that extremist 
militants have resorted to setting up checkpoints along routes that IDPs are known to use, making 
escape difficult, with reports of extortion and abuse along the way. Some IDPs reported having to go 
over the Hamreen Mountain to escape. UNHCR teams report that almost 300 IDP are stranded in 
Sultan Maree village near Maktab Khalid checkpoint in Kirkuk. Many of the stranded families have 
been reached by humanitarian actors to provide for basic needs, while others have been accommodat-
ed by host communities. UNHCR partners are conducting protection monitoring to identify and to 
respond to the needs of both the IDPs and the host communities while advocating with relevant stake-
holders to ensure access to safety for fleeing IDPs. 

Restrictions of Movement in Camps and upon Return

Frequent restrictions of movement of IDPs within camps and in return areas are noted. Within camps, 
save for emergency medical cases, IDPs are confined to the camp perimeter unable to access 
out-of-camp social welfare services and facilities unless they want to leave the camps for their gover-
norate of origin. While authorities sometimes allow emergency and family reunification cases to leave, 
limitations on free movement is a protection concern as it denies IDPs basic rights of citizenship. 

The lack of consistency and clarity on sponsorships for IDPs currently in camps within Kurdistan 
Region of Iraq (KRI) remains a pressing protection concern, especially for highly vulnerable groups. 
While authorities have shown willingness to reunite separated families from Qaymawa camp in Dohuk 
governorate to Khazer camp in Erbil governorate, challenges remain. UNHCR is actively engaging with 
relevant authorities to ensure transparency and consistency on sponsorship procedures while also 
advocating for prioritizing the needs of female-headed households and people with disabilities.

UNHCR partners working in host communities and in some newly retaken villages report that IDPs and 
returnees also face restrictions on their movement. Returnees in Shura, for example, report that clear-
ance by community leaders and local authorities is required before individuals can freely move in and 
out of villages. However, due to unavailability of local authorities, residents are unable to get the 
required clearance restricting their capacity to travel to engage in employment such as for the 
purchase goods in nearby towns for resale back in the villages. UNHCR has been engaging with local 
authorities who have been receptive to address the protection concerns raised by the returnees, 
however, concerted action is needed to address this.

Child protection

The detention of minors is a growing concern. In Jad’ah camp dozens of minors have been detained 
after allegations of affiliation with armed extremist groups. UNHCR urges authorities to treat minors 
with due regard under the relevant juvenile statutes which provide for protection safeguards and 
procedures for minors. 

Gender based violence

The lack of lighting and electricity in a number of IDP camps is a major protection concern for women, 
girls and children who report that they do not feel safe. Protection teams in Jad’ah report that 
female-headed households report instances of harassment by male residents during the night raising 
fears of abuse and exploitation. In Khazer camps, for example, the lack of lighting and reports of theft 
have resulted in authorities imposing a curfew. While efforts have been made to provide families with 
solar lamps, the winter season makes the charging of the lamps a challenge. In Khazer camp, authorities 
have instituted patrols to heighten security while UNHCR also continues to advocate for authorities to 
install electricity and public lighting.  

Lack of civil documentation

Missing civil documentation is a common and important protection concern for a significant number of 
IDPs. UNHCR protection partners have been able to identify, document and provide legal assistance 
to individuals and families with documentation needs. In some governorates alternate civil affairs 
offices for certain districts have been opened to facilitate, reissue and register births and marriages. 
Challenges remain with IDPs and returnees reporting shortages in staffing and inaccessibility of offices 
due to movement restrictions in camps. Also the lack of clarity on how to address the registration of 
children born of rape or with fathers who were or are members of extremist militant groups is a serious 
protection concern. UNHCR has been engaging with authorities for procedures to be in place that will 
ensure that such children are not rendered stateless.

For more information contact: Precillar Moyo moyop@unhcr.org


