
MOSUL WEEKLY PROTECTION UPDATE 26 November - 2 December, 2016

KEY FIGURES:
Affected Population*

1.5 milion people expected to be impacted in
Mosul and surrounding areas
77,826* people currently displaced

Governorate of displacement

Protection Monitoring**
4,370 families assessed
23,897 Individuals

For more information contact: Precillar Moyo moyop@unhcr.org

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations Source: UNHCR Partners, *IOM/DTM and Open Street Map Geographic Coordinate System: GCS_WFS_1984

21% of families headed by a female
137 unaccompanied or separated children
51% of families missing civil documentation
758 families referred for cash assistance

5,404 5,455 6,676 6,788

  

**Protection Monitoring information includes data
from the broader Mosul Corridor covering Erbil, Ninewa, 
Salah al-Din and Kirkuk Governorates since March 2016

HIGHLIGHTS: As the military offensive to retake Mosul enters its sixth week, 77,826 men, women, boys and girls have fled their homes towards safety. Additionally, UNHCR 
protection monitors report that many fleeing families remain stranded between frontlines or trapped in villages unable to access safe passage. Displaced families from Mosul 
district report various protection concerns including severe lack of food and water, separation of families and increasing restrictions of movement.  UNHCR and partners contin-
ue to identify and respond to these and other anticipated protection concerns for displaced and affected individuals and families. 

Baghdad 0.14%
Salah al-Din 0.16%
Anbar 0.57%
Erbil 0.61%
Ninewa 98.52%

Return Population
8,460 IDPs have returned to their places of origin
from the beginning of the Mosul operation to date
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PROTECTION UPDATES 

Access to Safety
The movement of IDPs from areas of conflict remains controlled by authorities and 
armed groups. It is believed that in Shala Lat area more than two hundred families are 
stranded after fleeing direct fire and mortar shelling of their villages. The families were 
reportedly unable to access safety after withdrawal of government forces from the area. 
The men, women and children were simultaneously denied permission to return to their 
villages of origin after liberation from ISIL control. Despite repeated interventions by 
UNHCR for safe passage for the families, they remain stranded in the open with limited 
access to humanitarian assistance.    

Recently displaced families from areas in Mosul district report that the most vulnerable 
persons including the aged, disabled and very young are unable to flee. Factors such as 
the presence of snipers, lack of mobility, lack of resources and destroyed/blocked bridg-
es and roads also make safe passage inaccessible. IDPs also report that the lack of 
access to basic food and water is increasingly becoming a factor for fleeing in addition 
to direct fire and shelling. UNHCR continues to advocate with stakeholders for full 
access to safe areas for all civilians.  
  
Family separation 
The separation of families remains an important protection concern within the Mosul 
corridor. Many report attempts to join family members in camps, but authorities often 
redirect them to different camps posing serious protection implications for women and 
children. UNHCR protection monitoring teams continue to note that family separation 
occurs mostly during security-screening at mustering points, ad hoc screening sites 
along the flight path and in camps. UNHCR and its partners continue to identify and 
assist separated families within the same governorate and beyond, to facilitate reunifi-
cation. While authorities have displayed openness to reuniting families within camps 
located in the same governorate, UNHCR continues to advocate for more reunification 
to occur across governorates. For example, to allow movement between families in 
Kirkuk and Debaga camps and vice versa.

The issue of sponsorship remains a hindrance to family reunification and integration for 
recently displaced families who wish to leave camps to join family members in 
non-camp locations within the Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KRI). So far sponsorship proce-
dures remain discriminatory and inconsistently applied within the KRI. UNHCR protec-
tions teams also continue to be notified of increasing restrictions on IDPs living in out 
of camp locations in Kirkuk including their evictions and expulsion from Governorates. 
UNHCR continues to urge authorities to abide by the rule of law enshrined in the Iraqi 
Constitution. 

MOSUL WEEKLY PROTECTION UPDATE
Restrictions on freedom of movement 
The restriction of movement for displaced families continues to have adverse effects on their 
livelihoods. IDPs in camps continue to approach protection monitors raising concerns over 
their inability to tend their livestock or access out of camp services. Authorities continue to 
assert that the restrictive policies are for security reasons. UNHCR continues to urge authori-
ties to allow IDPs to access out of camp services such as high schools, colleges, specialized 
medical care or employment/livelihood opportunities that are not available within the camps.  

Refusals of the right to return
UNHCR protection monitors report that an increasing number of communities are being 
denied their right to return to their villages of origin under the accusations of ‘group’ or ‘com-
munity’ perceived affiliation with ISIL. UNHCR continues to advocate with tribal authorities 
and community heads against collective punishment that will further perpetuate the cycle of 
violence. 

Lack of civil documentation
UNHCR protection partners have made significant progress in facilitating access to services 
for IDPs requiring registration or replacement of civil documents including Identity docu-
ments, birth and marriage registrations. In Qaymawa camp a Court Order  has been obtained 
that facilitates the replacement of missing civil documentation through a court sanctioned 
mobile registration unit. In Hasansham and Khazer camps, protection partners have enlisted a 
notary authorizing a power of attorney which allows lawyers to follow-up on missing docu-
mentation in civil affairs offices and courts, on behalf of camp residents who are not allowed 
to leave the camps. The lack of civil documentation remains a common concern among newly 
displaced communities whose basic rights to citizenship, movement, livelihood and access to 
basic social services are dependent on valid civil identification. UNHCR also continues to 
engage with authorities to ensure that mechanisms are in place to provide registration servic-
es through mobile and static teams.

Safety and Gender-based violence
UNHCR has installed 10 stand-alone public lighting towers in Hasansham U3 camp to 
respond to concerns raised by women and children who reported safety fears over accessing 
toilets and other water, sanitation and hygiene facilities after dark. 

Access to Education 
UNHCR protection teams have observed that a number of families prohibit girls from attend-
ing non-sex segregated schools in camps. UNHCR has referred the issue to the education 
cluster for intervention and continues to advocate within communities on the importance of 
equal access to education for all school going children. 

For more information contact: Precillar Moyo moyop@unhcr.org
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