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KEY FIGURES:
Affected Population

1.5 milion people expected to be impacted in
Mosul and surrounding areas
72,999* people currently displaced

Governorate of displacement

Protection Monitoring***
3,848 families assessed
21,002 Individuals

For more information contact: Precillar Moyo moyop@unhcr.org
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21% of families headed by a female
124 unaccompanied or separated children
52% of families missing civil documentation
667 families referred for cash assistance

4,735 4,434 5,838 5,995

  

**MoDM Returns monitoring from 17 October to 21 November 2016
***Protection Monitoring information includes data
from the broader Mosul Corridor covering Erbil, Ninewa, 
Salah al-Din and Kirkuk Governorates since March 2016

S

HIGHLIGHTS: As the Mosul military operation continues, 72,999 individuals have been displaced from their homes to safety in Ninewa, Erbil, Salah al-Din, Anbar and Baghdad 
governorates. UNHCR protection teams continue to monitor and support displaced persons. Fleeing and returning families are raising concerns over the prevalent confiscation 
of identity documents, family separation, ad hoc security screening, arbitrary detention and collective punishment of civilians. 

Baghdad 0.15%
Anbar 0.61%
Erbil 0.62%
Salah al-Din 0.66%
Ninewa 97.97%

Return Population**
7,376 IDPs have returned to their places of origin
from the beginning of the Mosul operation to date



PROTECTION UPDATES 

Confiscation of Identity Documents (IDs) and restriction of movement
UNHCR Protection monitors continue to report the confiscation of IDs by government 
authorities from fleeing IDPs in Hasansham, Khazer and Jeddah camps. In addition IDs 
continue to be confiscated at Debis checkpoint in Kirkuk without being returned to IDPs 
curtailing their ability to continue to camps or to be sponsored. The implications for IDPs 
are manifold including restrictions on livelihoods e.g. employment, tending to livestock, 
free movement and the inability to access basic services. In Kirkuk city, Daquq and 
Garmawa/Zelikan camps IDPs with confiscated documents report that they cannot enroll 
their children at schools and colleges located outside of IDP camps. UNHCR has inter-
vened directly with authorities who maintain that seizure of IDs is on security grounds. 

In Garmawa/Zelikan camp UNHCR has successfully advocated for IDPs whose move-
ment is restricted, but are in possession of Qi cards, to receive their pension and social 
insurance benefits through a mobile service provider.  

In addition, UNHCR partners continue to provide legal support to numerous IDPs who 
require civil documentation including the registration of out of court marriages and births 
from ISIL controlled areas.  

Family separation 
UNCHR protection monitoring teams note that camp authorities have facilitated reunifi-
cation of separated families within a governorate e.g. between Hasansham and Khazer 
camps. However, requests from family reunification across governorates, e.g. Jeddah camp 
in Ninewa to Hasansham/Khazer or Debaga camps (Erbil), have not been approved. 

In addition, UNHCR protection monitors continue to receive enquiries from IDPs who 
would like to leave camps to stay with relatives in other parts of the Kurdistan Region of 
Iraq (KRI). While authorities allow IDPs to receive family visitors, IDPs are not permitted 
to visit family. Restrictions on the ability of IDPs to receive sponsorship in the KRI remains 
a hindrance to family unity.
 
Ad hoc screening and arbitrary detention    
IDP families continue to report widespread detention of family members at mustering 
points, pre-screening locations on the way to camps and also upon arrival at various 
camps resulting in family separation. In Garmawa/Zelikan camp, IDP families have provid-
ed protection monitors with the names of 40 IDPs, some who were detained at Nawarran 
checkpoint, others at reception centres and others at the camp. In Kirkuk, Asayesh KDP 
raided a neighbourhood and arrested 321 IDPs and some host community members. The 
majority of those arrested were later released on sponsorship, 90 were expelled  from 
Kirkuk through Daquq checkpoint and 14 were sent to Daquq camp. UNHCR notes that 
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further concerns arise when authorities do not communicate the whereabouts of detained 
relatives. UNHCR continues to strongly advocate against arbitrary detention of IDPs and 
encampment while also liaising with security authorities to establish the whereabouts of the 
detained IDPs for family reunification. UNHCR also continues to advocate with relevant partners 
for appropriate interventions. 

In Shirqat authorities rounded up 900 IDP men from Al-Askary neighbourhood to Al-Alam camp 
under false pretenses of providing assistance. The men were separated from their families and 
suspected of aiding ISIL in recent security breaches despite being cleared by security screening 
during their flight from the east bank of Shirqat. UNHCR condemned the transportation of IDPs 
under false pretenses and the use of a humanitarian camp as a detention centre. Following 
UNHCR interventions, all 900 men were released and returned to Shirqat. 

Collective punishment of families with perceived ISIL links
IDPs in northern Salah al-Din and Al Shura and other villages in southern Ninewa report of retal-
iatory acts, including evictions and destruction of homes, against families perceived as having 
links with ISIL. Families in Al-Shura report that houses belonging to such families are marked for 
destruction to discourage return while others are occupied by families whose homes have been 
destroyed. UNHCR continues to advocate with authorities and tribal leaders against collective 
punishment as a basic protection standard. Such actions will feed into sectarian differences 
potentially triggering further cycles of violence. 

Child protection
UNHCR protection teams in Nazrawa camp in Kirkuk reported that 250 children are unable to 
register for first grade because they are over age, having been denied access to formal education 
during the two years of ISIL control in Hawija and other areas. Due to the restriction of move-
ment on IDPs and the lack of resources to access Ministry of Migration and Displaced (MoDM) 
and Department of Education (DoE) to register IDP children for school, UNHCR is advocating 
with partner agencies for a collective approval for school admissions for all the identified 
children in Nazrawa and in other IDP camps. 

Forced and premature returns
Twenty seven families from Baiji were expelled from Kirkuk to Tikrit in a continued campaign of 
forced returns that, to date, has resulted in the secondary displacement of hundreds of families 
who cannot return to Baiji due to the widespread destruction.  Protection monitors were also 
alerted that several families in Jeddah camp received an order to return to their homes in Al 
Shura. While UNHCR recognises that several families are voluntarily returning home, it remains 
concerned that some IDPs are being forced to return. UNHCR continues to engage with author-
ities that all returns be informed, voluntary, safe and dignified. The authorities confirm that 
returns will be voluntary and UNHCR continues to urge authorities, tribal leaders and camp 
management to empower IDPs with information on their choices especially addressing safety 
concerns around the clearance of unexploded ordinances or contamination. 

For more information contact: Precillar Moyo moyop@unhcr.org


