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KEY FIGURES:
Affected Population

1.5 milion people expected to be impacted in
Mosul and surrounding areas
59,754* people currently displaced

Governorate of displacement

Protection Monitoring**

2,507 families assessed
14,248 Individuals

For more information contact: Sumbul Rizvi rizvi@unhcr.org or Precillar Moyo moyop@unhcr.org
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22% of families headed by a female
73 unaccompanied or separated children
57% of families missing civil documentation
604 families referred for cash assistance

3,224 3,020 3,966 4,038

  

**Protection Monitoring information includes data
from the broader Mosul Corridor covering Erbil, Ninewa, 
Salah al-Din and Kirkuk Governorates since March 2016

S

HIGHLIGHTS: In the month since the military operation to re-take Mosul began, 59,754 individuals have been forcibly displaced to Ninewa, Erbil, Salah al-Din, Anbar and Bagh-
dad governorates. As the offensive moves closer to Mosul city, UNHCR protection monitoring teams note increasing incidents of confiscation of civil documentation having a 
direct impact on movement and access to services, for fleeing civilians. UNHCR also notes continued instances of expulsions from the Kirkuk governorate. 

Baghdad 0.18%
Erbil 0.53%
Anbar 0.74%
Salah al-Din 0.80%
Ninewa 97.74%



PROTECTION UPDATES 

Lack of civil documentation, confiscation of IDs and restriction of movement 
UNHCR protection monitors report that almost 57% of internally displaced persons 
(IDPs) arriving at camps from ISIL held territories do not have civil identification docu-
ments. Without such documentation vulnerable IDPs encounter considerable hurdles in 
accessing social services and in exercising free movement. In Zelikan camp, the lack of 
Identity Documents (IDs) has resulted in the inability of IDPs to access their pension and 
social welfare benefits. In Hasansham, Khazer and Debaga camps, UNHCR has request-
ed authorities to provide mobile services to process civil documentation and issue 
duplicates. Legal partners operating in Hasansham, Khazer, Debaga and Zelikan camps 
also continue to provide court and civil office assistance for IDPs.
 
UNHCR also notes with serious concern the confiscation of IDs from IDPs arriving in 
Hasansham and Khazer camps. This has not only resulted in their restricted movement, 
but also impacts their ability to access services. Reports have also been received that 
authorities at Debis checkpoint in Kirkuk are also confiscating IDs belonging to fleeing 
IDPs. This has resulted in a significant number of IDPs being denied access to basic 
healthcare. 

In addition, it is noted that authorities in some IDP camps like Jeddah in Qayyarah, have 
resorted to confiscating mobile phones. This deprives IDPs of crucial means of commu-
nication which hinders their ability to contact separated family members or communi-
cate with potential sponsors. 

Forced expulsions   
Forty three IDP families originally from Baiji were expelled from Kirkuk resulting in 
secondary displacement to Tikrit. These families have informed protection teams that as 
they were not allowed to return to Baiji they have had no option but to move to public 
buildings in Tikrit. In a continuing trend, local tribal authorities in Anbar and Tikrit are 
evicting civilian families of a particular community without due process. UNHCR contin-
ues to advocate with authorities and tribal leaders against collective punishment and 
this remains a serious concern as such trends will feed into sectarian divisions potential-
ly triggering further cycles of violence.
 
Access to Safety   
Access to safety remains a serious concern as fighting has intensified, the numbers of 
civilians actually being able to make their way to safe areas, are far lower than should be 
the case. IDPs fleeing Hawija southwards to Salah Al-din report being prevented from 
staying in Salah al-Din. UNHCR has received reports of IDPs fleeing the fighting and 
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being stranded behind frontlines in Kafridj and Fadhiliya villages. Their ability to move to safe 
areas is constrained due to various factors including the presence of unexploded ordinances 
(UXOs) and mines. UNHCR partners continue to provide humanitarian assistance despite 
limited access to the mentioned villages.
 
Three districts in West Anbar; Anah, Rawa and Al Qaim have been exposed to heavy aerial 
bombardment by Iraqi forces resulting in civilian casualties. Local sources allege that one air 
raid targeted a busy street in Al Qaim market during rush time. UNHCR condemns the target-
ing of civilians and is closely monitoring the impact of such attacks resulting in internal 
displacement.

Child protection
UNHCR protection teams have identified a number of separated children in Nazrawa, Daquq 
and Hasansham camps. These children have been referred to child protection partners for 
family tracing and reunification. 
 
UNHCR protection teams observed that a number of IDPs have moved out of Daquq camp 
into other camps to ensure that their children are able to access schools. UNCHR continued 
to engage with educational partners to advocate for the opening of a school in Daquq camp.

UNHCR also continues to advocate for special considerations to be given in the security 
screening of children, engaging with authorities that young boys be treated in accordance with 
the safeguards provided under Iraqi juvenile law.

Other protection concerns observed in the week

Returns
While displacement continues, a number of IDPs have approached UNHCR protection moni-
tors and expressed their desire to return to their villages, especially those located in Qayyarah 
district and other surrounding villages. The IDPs claim that they have been informed that their 
villages are ‘safe’ for return. UNHCR continues to advocate directly with authorities that there 
should be no forced returns and in cases of families who wish to return spontaneously, these 
should be voluntary and to areas of safety. 

Family reunification
UNHCR has successfully advocated with camp authorities to allow families in Zelikan camp 
who wished to be reunited with separated family members in Khazer camp.  However, restric-
tions on the ability of IDPs to receive sponsorship in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KRI) remain 
a hindrance to family unity.
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