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Refugees and asylum seekers  

UNHCR renewed the documents of 152 individuals during the month 

of August. In collaboration with Al Wafa, UNHCR continued to 

monitor protection needs of refugees and asylum seekers through 

regular home visits and meetings with members of the communities. 

For instance, a meeting was held on 9 August between UNHCR, our 

partner the Danish Refugee Council and members of the Sudanese 

Community, originally from Darfur. The discussions focused on the 

problems related to documentation, legal status in the country, 

employment, housing, and access to public services. Many reported 

security incidents, inadequate housing conditions and limited sources 

of income. In collaboration with the World Food Programme (WFP), a 

total of 597 vulnerable refugees and asylum seekers were enrolled in 

the voucher programme. The vouchers can be redeemed for food 

items in selected shops.  

Internally displaced persons 

UNHCR continues to receive reports of internally displaced persons 

being mistreated. According to the Libyan Humanitarian Agency 

(LibAid) there are approximately 72,000 IDPS throughout the country. 

Of them, 25000 are in Tripoli. During the month of August, LibAid and 

WFP distributed food vouchers in Tripoli and in Benghazi. It was 

reported that some Tawerghans were attempting to organize a return 

to Tawergha, on 11 August. This was eventually cancelled. On 11 

August, the Tawerghans in Tripoli held an event commemorating their 

displacement. 

Syrian displacement 

During the month of August 26 Syrian families (75 individuals) were 

registered by UNHCR. UNHCR registration mobile activities initially 

took place at the Office of the Coordination Committee (SCC) in 

Tripoli. In parallel, the Office put in place a protection hotline and 

through texts messages invited Syrian nationals to approach directly 

UNHCR for registration. Registered Syrians receive a receipt indicating 

their UNHCR case numbers and are automatically enrolled in the food 

voucher program of WFP. UNHCR has also started distributing relief 

items to the most vulnerable. In terms of protection needs, Syrians 

generally enjoy freedom of movement and the authorities tolerate 

their stay in Libya. Over the last few months, however, incidents of 

arrests and detention of Syrians have been occasionally reported in 

the Eastern part of the country.  

For further information, please contact: 

Emanuela Paoletti - Associate External Relations Officer 

Mobile: +218 (0)95 4140022 -  Email: paoletti@unhcr.org   

Assistance during Ramadan 

Ramadan distributions: During the month of 

Ramadan, UNHCR in collaboration with Islamic 

Relief organised three distributions of food to 

refugees, asylum seekers and other vulnerable 

groups in Tripoli (photo above). 

Water bladder in Sabratah detention centre: 

On 9 August 2012, Islamic Relief in 

collaboration with UNHCR launched the 

opening of two water bladder systems in the 

Sabratah detention centre providing 20,000 

litres of water at the disposal of detainees.  

Protection issues in focus  

 

Maritime interception: In August, over 1,000 

persons departed from Libya in an irregular 

manner. Survivors intercepted at sea by Libyan 

authorities were transferred mainly to the 

detention centre in Khums, Sabratah. UNHCR 

conducted two visits to this detention centre on 

15 and 29 August. As of 29 August, 545 

individuals were in the prison including 44 

females and two children. Detainees are from 

Somalia, Eritrea, Chad, Sudan, Nigeria, Niger, 

Pakistan, Ethiopia, Mali, and Senegal. UNHCR 

and International Medical Corps (IMC) provided 

medical assistance to 20 detainees. UNHCR also 

established that there is no evidence of killings 

nor of refoulement of refugees.  

 

Visit to Kabouhra detention centre: On 9 August, 

UNHCR conducted a mission with CESVI and IMC 

to Kahboura camp in Misrata to assess the living 

conditions of the detainees. 260 persons from 

Somalia, Nigeria, Mali, Sudan, Egypt, Niger, and 

Pakistan are currently detained. They were 

arrested for one of the following reasons: 

absence of documentation, irregular entry or 

after being intercepted at sea. Some minors and 

persons with disabilities were also among the 

detainees. 14 Somali received medical 

assistance from IMC. The general living 

conditions in the military camp are not up to 

standards. As a result, while detained some 

persons have developed serious medical 

conditions. UNHCR also received reports of 

mistreatment against detainees. Military 

officials confirmed their willingness to cooperate 

with UNHCR and the Somali Embassy to 

organize the release of the females and other 

vulnerable cases.  
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