
Empowered lives. 
Resilient nations. 

UNDP AND THE WORLD CONFERENCE
FOR DISASTER RISK REDUCTION

If it isn’t risk-informed, it isn’t sustainable
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In 2005, only weeks after the Indian Ocean Tsunami which killed an estimated 230,000 people, 
168 countries agreed to the Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA) in Kobe, Japan. In agreeing 
on this Framework, UN Member States were acknowledging that efforts to prevent, mitigate, 
and prepare for disasters needed to be significantly scaled up to save lives, protect livelihoods, 
and sustain development.

While major weather and seismic events cannot be stopped from happening, many steps can 
be taken to reduce vulnerability and build response and recovery capacities. The HFA points 
to the need to identify local hazards, reduce underlying risk factors, and enhance emergency  
preparedness. The outcome should be greater resilience for people and communities to 
adverse events. 

Over the last decade, application of the HFA has contributed to remarkable successes in the re-
duction of disaster risk at national and local levels. Dedicated disaster management authori-
ties have sprung up in dozens of countries; risk assessments of hazards have been undertaken; 
and millions of people have been trained in emergency preparedness. 

Yet more must be done. UNDP sees from its decades of experience at country level that com-
prehensive and truly transformational disaster risk reduction requires first and foremost that 
addressing risk is prioritized by governments and is seen as integral to protecting development 
gains. Risk-informed, resilient development is the objective.

UNDP has worked with national, local, and development partners to follow through on the 
HFA over the past decade. By building on our work in sustainable development, utilizing our 
local knowledge and infrastructure, and investing nearly $2 billion in disaster risk reduction 
and recovery globally over these last ten years, we have helped increase momentum for resil-
ient development at country level.

A Message from 
Helen Clark, 
UNDP Administrator



A changing climate and rapidly growing exposure to disaster risk presents the world with an 
unprecedented challenge. For developing countries, both less able to cope with the impact and 
more likely to be affected, the challenge is particularly severe. These countries face mounting losses 
from a range of natural hazards—from earthquakes to severe flooding, from storms to drought—as 
well as a climate threat that impacts both agriculture and health, both energy and water resources. 
Decades of development progress hang in the balance, and could very well be rolled back.

OUR APPROACH
At UNDP, disaster risk reduction (DRR) and sustainable development are one and the same. Disas-
ters, while linked to natural hazards, are exacerbated by poor, risk-blind development decisions that 
expose people and communities to risk. Conversely, disasters destroy development gains and trap 
people in poverty. It is clear therefore that sustainable development cannot happen without DRR. 

UNDP’s work integrates issues of climate, disaster risk and energy at a the country level, focusing 
on resilience building and ensuring develoment remains risk-informed and sustainable. To do this 
we assist governments in systematically and comprehensively delivering on risk-informed devel-
opment through the communication, reduction and management of risk.

UNDERSTANDING AND COMMUNICATING RISK
UNDP supports national and local governments (as well as other stakeholders) to identify and 
assess hazards, exposure of populations and assets, and uncover communities’ underlying vul-
nerabilities. In doing so, UNDP works with partners to develop short-, medium- and long-term 
risk reduction strategies (ranging from the establishment of end-to-end early warning systems to 
risk-sensitive land use planning), whilst also establishing geo-referenced damage and loss data-
bases to facilitate trend analyses and to evaluate the efficacy of disaster reduction efforts.

UNDP in Action: 
•   In Bhutan, where in 1994 a glacial flood released 20 million cubic meters of water and killed 22 

people, UNDP is helping the government monitor glacial lakes that are at risk of bursting and 
flooding downstream communities. 

•   In Uzbekistan and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, UNDP has helped disaster  
management agencies and academic institutions develop mobile phone apps that provide 
updates about local hazards. Through an interactive map, users can now access updates and 
receive early warnings.

OVER THE LIFE OF THE HYOGO 
FRAMEWORK FOR ACTION, 
UNDP HAS INVESTED NEARLY

$2 BILLION
IN DISASTER RISK REDUCTION 
IN 163 COUNTRIES

UNDP and Disaster 
Risk Reduction

A SNAPSHOT OF OUR WORK IN UNDERSTANDING AND COMMUNICATING RISK

RISK ASSESSMENTS 

57 
COUNTRIES

DISASTER LOSS DATABASES 

30 
COUNTRIES

EARLY WARNING SYSTEMS 

32 
COUNTRIES
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•   UNDP’s Comprehensive Disaster Management Programme 
(CDMP) worked with partners to deve lop an early-warning 
system in Bangladesh, extending flood forecast times from 3 to 5 
days and protecting the lives, livelihoods and assets of 88 million 
people living in four river basin areas.

REDUCING RISK
UNDP supports risk governance at the national and sub-national 
levels to ensure that all new development is risk-informed and 
resilient, and systematic efforts are undertaken to tackle risk that 
has been created as a result of poor development choices. This  
work involves putting in place appropriate legislative, policy,  
institutional and financing mechanisms at the national and 
sub-national levels, as well as implementing robust transparency 
and accountability mechanisms. Specific UNDP support also  
includes drafting and amending policies and laws; building  
capacity in institutions; and supporting the implementation of 
targeted risk reduction measures.

UNDP in Action: 
•   In Ecuador, UNDP provided technical guidance for a legal frame-

work that included a revision of constitutional articles and the 
drafting of a Risk Management Law. This resulted in a National 
Decentralized System on DRM (disaster risk management), the 
establishment of key DRM institutions and the creation of a 
national disaster reduction coordination mechanism. UNDP 
provided further support by assisting with the establishment of 
emergency operation centers and early-warning systems, while 
carrying out vulnerability assessments and enhancing urban  
risk management.

•   In the Cook Islands, UNDP supported the government in revising 
the National Sustainable Development Plan (2011-2015), which 
includes a section dedicated to enhancing the resilience of com-
munities against climate change. DRR is now routinely incorpo-
rated in the country’s annual development budget.

•   For close to a decade, UNDP has been working with the govern-
ment of Indonesia to reduce the human, economic and social 
impacts of disasters by establishing national and sub-national 
disaster risk management agencies and integrating DRR into the 
country’s national five-year development planning.

MANAGING THE REMAINING RISK
Given that it is not possible to completely eliminate disaster risk, 
UNDP works with countries to manage and mitigate remaining 
risk through preparedness measures, pre-disaster recovery plan-
ning, recovery programming and the implementation of post- 
disaster needs assessments. Particular focus is placed on ensuring 
that the recovery phase is a catalyst for deepening and widening 
risk-reduction efforts in the long-term.

UNDP in Action: 
•   In Latin America, UNDP is working to develop comprehensive 

recovery capacity. This includes integrating transformative recov-
ery into risk management policies, developing specific recovery 
frameworks that can cross sectors and involve both public and 
private financing and the development of a cross-regional 
stand-by force in case of disaster.

•   Because airports often serve as vital hubs during a disaster, 
UNDP, together with Deutsche Post DHL, has trained staff to 
manage the large influx of relief goods and personnel when  
an emergency occurs. Thus far, the Get Airports Ready for 
Disaster (GARD) programme has been rolled out in 28 airports 
in Armenia, Bangladesh, El Salvador, Indonesia, Jordan, Lebanon, 
Panama, Peru, the Philippines, Sri Lanka and Turkey.

•   With support from UNDP and the World Bank, a post-disaster  
needs assessment (PDNA) was carried out by the Malawi  
government, following the Nsanje floods of 2012. Led by  
the Department of Disaster Management Affairs, the PDNA 
informed the five-year Malawi Resilience Strategy, which took  
on board the policy priority areas recommended by the PDNA 
DRR sector report.

COMPREHENSIVE LONG-TERM CHANGE
Central to UNDP’s work in DRR is leveraging the organization’s 
sustained investment in human development (which amounts to 
US$5 billion per year) by building resilience and driving change 
via its extensive network of country offices. Working with country 
partners over a sustained period, UNDP aims for transformational 
DRR that is designed to deliver risk-informed development.

A SNAPSHOT OF OUR WORK IN REDUCING RISK

INSTITUTIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

117 
COUNTRIES

LEGAL 
FRAMEWORKS 

58 
COUNTRIES

POLICY 
AND STRATEGY 

77 
COUNTRIES

MAINSTREAMING 

63 
COUNTRIES

URBAN AND LOCAL
RISK MANAGEMENT 

77 
COUNTRIES

A SNAPSHOT OF OUR WORK IN MANAGING RISK

DISASTER 
PREPAREDNESS 

42 
COUNTRIES

RESILIENT 
RECOVERY 

112 
COUNTRIES

POST-DISASTER 
NEEDS ASSESSMENTS 

25 
COUNTRIES



“WHILE DISASTERS MAY STEM FROM NATURAL 
HAZARDS, THEIR IMPACT IS BASED ON WHETHER 

WE TAKE ACTIONS TO REDUCE THE RISK. THE 
HYOGO FRAMEWORK FOR ACTION HAS BEEN 

AN INVALUABLE TOOL FOR COUNTRIES AS THEY 
WORK TO REDUCE DISASTER RISK AND THEREBY 

TAKE THE NECESSARY STEPS TO PREPARE FOR THE 
NEXT STORM, EARTHQUAKE OR OTHER DISASTER 

CONSIDERATIONS, ALL OF WHICH WILL HELP 
ADVANCE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT.” 

– HELEN CLARK, ADMINISTRATOR OF UNDP

1)  http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/librarypage/crisis-prevention-and-recovery/the-future-of-disaster-risk-reduction--undps-vision-for-the-succ
2)  http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/librarypage/crisis-prevention-and-recovery/drr-call-for-action/ 

UNDP and the 
Successor to the Hyogo 
Framework for Action
UNDP has actively engaged in supporting the development of the post-2015 framework for DRR. This has included taking stock of the 
achievements and lessons learned from the implementation of the HFA, as well as providing a forum in which Member States can voice 
their aspirations for the future of DRR. UNDP has supported regional and country-level consultations and provided technical advice and 
support to Member States during the negotiations over the post-2015 framework.
 
For UNDP, disaster risk and development should be depicted as inseparable in the successor to the HFA; this will help ensure that both cur-
rent and emerging risks inherent to development are addressed. For this to take place there is a need to shift the emphasis from advocacy 
to implementation, with particular attention to disaster risk governance and building resilience through recovery. To be successful, the 
successor to the HFA has to focus on the strengths of a global framework: advocacy, communications and the setting of standards. It should 
be a supporting tool, organized to help national governments set and meet their commitments and bringing together a wider range of 
international and national stakeholders around a shared set of objectives. For this to take place, the successor to the HFA must evolve past 
having only a disaster risk focus and be reoriented toward development in general, which will help build synergies across complex contexts.

UNDP strongly believes therefore that the successor to the HFA must be both compatible with and integral to other global development 
frameworks (sustainable development and climate) while on the other hand also provide a practical vision for implementing policies at the 
country level.

For more information see: 
  The Future of Disaster Risk Reduction: UNDP’s Vision for the Successor to the Hyogo Framework for Action 1

  Call to Action: Disaster Risk Reduction Makes Development Sustainable 2
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The following list of ministerial roundtables, working sessions and public forum events are all those to which UNDP has contributed. 
It also includes those sessions where Helen Clark, Administrator of UNDP, will speak. Feel free to contact our focal point for any further 
information about the session and its relevance to the work of UNDP.  
(Please note, some of these sessions cannot be attended without a specific invitation.)

Title Type of Event Location Time Notes UNDP Focal Point at Sendai

Saturday 14th March

Symposium on Disaster 
Risk Reduction and Inter-
national Cooperation

Special Event Hotel Metropolitan 8:45am - 10am
UNDP  Administrator 
Helen Clark will be a 
panelist

mio.yokota@undp.org

Measuring and Reporting 
Progress Technical Session

Side Event TBC 12pm - 2pm angelika.planitz@undp.org

Technological Hazards: 
From Risk Reduction to 
Recovery 

Working Session Main Hall 1pm-2:30pm
Izumi Nakamitsu will 
close the session

patrick.gremillet@undp.org

WCDRR Children and 
Youth Forum: Bridging 
International Frameworks 
for a Resilient Society

Side Event
Tohoku University, 
Kawauchi South, 
Room Law 3

2pm - 3pm
UNDP advisor Jan  
Kellett will be a panelist

nicholas.ramos@undp.org

Uniting Nations:
Actions and People
for Resilience 

UN Chief 
Executives 
meeting

Main Hall 3pm - 4:30pm
UNDP Administrator 
Helen Clark will be a 
panelist

nicholas.ramos@undp.org, 
jan.kellett@undp.org

Mobilizing Women’s  
Leadership in Disaster  
Risk Reduction

High-Level 
Dialogue

Exhibition Hall 1 3pm - 6pm mio.yokota@undp.org

Risk Identification and
Assessment

Working Session Hagi Hall 3pm - 4:30pm krishna.vatsa@undp.org

Early Warning Working Session Hagi Hall 5pm - 6:30pm nicholas.ramos@undp.org

Sunday 15th March

Resilience, Risk and Finan-
cing for Development

Special Event Westin Hotel 8am - 9:30am
UNDP Administrator 
Helen Clark will open the 
event, and be a panelist

jan.kellett@undp.org

Governance and  
Development Planning  
at National/Local Levels

Working Session Main Hall 10am - 11:30am
UNDP Administrator 
Helen Clark to speak

angelika.planitz@undp.org

Reconstructing after Disas-
ters: Building Back Better

Ministerial 
Roundtable

Room 1&2 10am - 1pm
UNDP Administrator 
Helen Clark to parti cipate 
as roundtable expert

krishna.vatsa@undp.org

The institutionalization 
of women’s leadership in 
disaster risk reduction

Public Forum 
Event

L-Park Sendai
Gallery Hall

11:30am - 1pm

UNDP administrator  
Helen Clark will open the 
event and participate in a 
panel discussion

mio.yokota@undp.org, 
jan.kellett@undp.org

Systematic collection of  
disaster loss data as essen-
tial asset in DRM

Public Forum 
Event

Venue TBC 1pm - 4pm rajesh.sharma@undp.org

World Conference for DRR

mailto:quentin.coolen@undp.org, jan.kellett@undp.org
mailto:quentin.coolen@undp.org, jan.kellett@undp.org
mailto:mio.yokota@undp.org
mailto:krishna.vatsa@undp.org
mailto:Nicholas.ramos@undp.org
mailto:jan.kellett@undp.org
mailto:angelika.planitz@undp.org
mailto:krishna.vatsa@undp.org
mailto:mio.yokota@undp.org/jan.kellett@undp.org
mailto:mio.yokota@undp.org/jan.kellett@undp.org


Reducing Disaster Risk to 
Alleviate Poverty

Working Session Main Hall 4pm - 5:30pm
UNDP Administrator Helen 
Clark will give keynote 
address

jan.kellett@undp.org

Partnership launch event 
with Tohoku University

Working Session Hotel Metropolitan 5:30pm - 6:30
UNDP Administrator  
Helen Clark will introduce 
the new programme

mio.yokota@undp.org

Monday 16th March

Risk-Informed Develop-
ment and UNDP

Special Event TBC 8.30am-10am

Helen Clark and Jo 
Scheuer will discuss  
UNDP’s new programme 
and work in disaster risk 
governance

angelika.planitz@undp.org,   
jan.kellett@undp.org, 
carl.mercer@undp.org

Governing Disaster Risk: 
Overcoming Challenges

Ministerial 
Roundtable

Room 1 &2 10am - 1pm
UNDP Administrator  
Helen Clark to parti cipate 
as roundtable expert

angelika.planitz@undp.org

Underlying Risk Factors Working Session Hagi Hall 10am - 11:30am
jan.kellett@undp.org,  
nicholas.ramos@undp.org

Field Visit to Rikuzentakata 
with Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Singapore

Special Event
10am - early 
evening

UNDP Assistant Admin-
istrator, Izumi Nakamitsu 
will attend, TBC

mio.yokota@undp.org

The Power of Engagement: 
Volunteerism and DRR in 
the post-2015 agenda

Official Side 
Event

Tohuku University 
A205

5pm-8pm
UNDP Assistant Admin-
istrator, Izumi Nakamitsu 
will be a panelist, TBC

rafael.martinez@unv.org, 
nicholas.ramos@undp.org

Tuesday 17th March

Disaster and Climate Risk: 
Accelerating National and 
Local Initiatives

Working Session Main Hall 10am - 11:30am bahareh.seyedi@und.org

Measuring and Reporting 
Progress

Working Session Hagi Hall 10am - 11:30am angelika.planitz@undp.org

Preparedness for Effective 
Response (Priority 5)

Working Session Hagi Hall 12pm - 1:30pm krishna.vatsa@undp.org

Disaster Risk Reduction 
and Human Security: 
Effective Responses to 
Strengthen Resilience and 
Protect and Empower Peo-
ple in Response to Natural 
Disasters

Side Event
Tohoku University 
Kawauchi-kita 
Campus B104

1:30pm - 3:30pm

UN Resident Coordinators 
from Uzbekistan, Kenya 
and Serbia will speak at 
this event

bahareh.seyedi@undp.org,
nicholas.ramos@undp.org

Building Effective Partner-
ships Towards Resilient 
Small Island Developing 
States in the Post-2015 
World

Side Event
Tohoku Univer-
sity, Room C200 
(tentative)

2pm – 5pm 
(tentative)

UNDP Assistant Admin-
istrator, Izumi Nakamitsu 
will be a panelist, TBC

jan.kellett@undp.org,
nicholas.ramos@undp.org

From Crisis Response to 
Building Resilience

Working Session Hagi Hall 4pm - 5:30pm
UNDP Assistant Admin-
istrator, Izumi Nakamitsu 
will be a panelist

jan.kellett@undp.org

mailto:angelika.planitz@undp.org
mailto:jan.kellett@undp.org


The UNDP delegation to Sendai is led by the Administrator, Helen Clark  
and Assistant Administrator and Director of UNDP’s Crisis-Response Unit, Izumi Nakamitsu.

HQ Delegates:

Jo Scheuer:  Director, Climate Change and Disaster Risk Reduction jo.scheuer@undp.org

Angelika Planitz:  Climate and Disaster Governance Advisor  angelika.planitz@undp.org

Jan Kellett:  Disaster and Climate Change Advisor jan.kellett@undp.org

Bahareh Seyedi:   Policy Specialist, Global Conventions and Processes bahareh.seyedi@undp.org

Carl Mercer:   Advocacy, Communications and Partnerships Officer carl.mercer@undp.org

Krishna Vatsa:  Global Risk Assessment Advisor  krishna.vatsa@undp.org

Patrick Gremillet:  Partnerships Advisor patrick.gremillet@undp.org

Nicholas Ramos:  Political Liaison Officer nicholas.ramos@undp.org

Hachim Badji Senior Coordinator, CADRI hachim.badji@undp.org

Regional Delegates:

Aliou Dia: Team Leader, DRR and Climate Change, Africa aliou.dia@undp.org

Sanny Ramos Jegillos: DRR Advisor, Regional Bureau for Asia and the Pacific sanny.jegillos@undp.org

Zubair Murshed: Regional DRR and Climate Change Advisor, Arab States zubair.murshed@undp.org

Fenella Frost: Coordinator, DRR Unit Haiti, Latin America and the Caribbean fenella.frost@undp.org

Rastislav Vrbensky: Manager, Regional Hub for Europe and the CIS rastislav.vrbensky@undp.org

From our Tokyo Office:

Tetsuo Kondo: Director, UNDP Representation Office tetsuo.kondo@undp.org

Hiroshi Kitagawa: Deputy Director, UNDP Representation Office hiroshi.kitagawa@undp.org

Toshiya Nishigori: Public Affairs Specialist toshiya.nishigori@undp.org

Mio Yokota:  Disaster Risk Reduction Liaison Officer mio.yokota@undp.org

For any interviews, meetings or other conference business call us on +81 80 4383 8503

Contact our 
experts at 
any time during 
the conference: 

mailto:zubair.murshed@undp.org
mailto:fenella.frost@undp.org
mailto:tetsuo.kondo@undp.org


UNDP AND THE HYOGO FRAMEWORK FOR ACTION: 10 YEARS OF DELIVERING 
DISASTER RISK REDUCTION
A central objective of UNDP is to bring together issues of climate, disaster risk and energy at coun-
try level, and focus on building resilience and ensuring that development remains risk-informed 
and sustainable. In the 10 years since the launch of the Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA) in 
2005, UNDP has invested close to US$1.7 billion in more than 100 countries, building the capac-
ity of countries and communities to effectively prevent, prepare for and recover from disasters.  
This report highlights the results, region by region, of this significant investment in risk-informed 
development.

STRENGTHENING DISASTER RISK GOVERNANCE: UNDP SUPPORT DURING THE 
HFA IMPLEMENTATION PERIOD FROM 2005-2015
This report presents findings of UNDP’s work in disaster risk governance in 17 countries across five 
regions. It carefully examines strategies and methodologies deployed by UNDP over the last de-
cade to promote an enabling governance environment for DRR. In particular, the review analyzes 
UNDP support to: ensuring DRR is on the political agenda as a crosscutting development priority; 
and facilitating the translation of DRR policy frameworks into action at the local level.

10 THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT FINANCE FOR REDUCING DISASTER RISK
This work, released as a set of visually compelling graphics and accompanying report at the 
WCDRR, highlights the current state of the financing of DRR. It illuminates where funding comes 
from, the many ways in which it is delivered, and the financial inter-relationship with sustainable 
development. Above all else it articulates the challenges and opportunities (as well as the imper-
ative) in ensuring the financing of risk becomes central to the post-2015 development discussion. 
(Released by UNDP and the Overseas Development Institute.)

In addition to these publications UNDP has brought together a detailed set of documents, high-
lighting its significant investment in research and evidence. This material, available by a USB drive 
at the WCDRR, can also be requested from Nicholas Ramos (nicholas.ramos@undp.org) and Carl 
Mercer (carl.mercer@undp.org).

UNDP Publications  
Launched at  
the WCDRR



5-10-50 will be UNDP’s flagship programmatic response in support of the successor to the HFA, an 
ambitious programme designed to ensure development is risk-informed.

•   50 Countries: UNDP will work with member-states across 50 countries with relatively high disas-
ter and climate risk, and low levels of national and sub-national capacity to govern that risk.

•   10 Years: The programme shall have a 10-year duration with a major review to be carried out in 
the 5th year of its implementation.

•   5 Components: The central objective of this programme is to build the capacity of national and 
sub-national actors to reduce and manage their disaster and climate risks through a series of five 
inter-related components, all contributing to risk-informed development: 

1. Risk Assessment and Communication: The systematic assessment of risks (hazards, vulnera-
bi lities and exposure) must provide the evidence base for risk-informed development. Involving 
governments and communities, a robust process of risk assessment includes the effective 
communication of its results to all decision-makers. 
 

2. Early Warning and Preparedness: The first investments in risk reduction are turning assessment 
information into early warning and preparedness. Building the capacity of countries and commu-
nities to generate and disseminate timely and meaningful warning information is an essential first 
step. It is followed by developing a national capacity to prepare adequately for any disaster, an 
exercise which would involve disaster management agencies, first responders and communities. 

3. Inclusive Risk Governance: Poor governance and the substantial growth of population and 
assets in areas exposed to climate and geological hazards are the predominant causes of in-
creasing levels of risk. Societies with strong disaster and climate risk governance arrangements 
have a greater ability to manage risks, and to make progress in substantively reducing their 
disaster losses and impacts. Risk governance is at the heart of resilience building by ingraining 
risk reduction into a country’s institutional, political and financial systems. 

4. Recovery: At any point more than a third of countries are recovering from disasters, and for 
many communities recovery is an ever-present concern. The post-disaster phase is therefore  
a critical moment not only for restoring peoples’ livelihoods and assets and reconstructing 
infrastructure, but also for building comprehensive community resilience to disaster. 

5. Urban and Local Level Risk Management: It is at the local and community level where risk 
manifests itself. In view of still-low levels of risk management capacities of local governments, 
municipalities and communities, it is absolutely essential that systematic work take place to es-
tablish a two-way process that informs national policy and development programmes with local 
level needs and priorities, as well to translate national guidance into local policy and regulations. 

Research, Innovation, Evidence
Research into progress and challenges, continual learning from implementation and the building 
of evidence for effective risk-informed development will be central to the programme. This will 
not only support the separate components but also integrate across components, an integration 
where innovation is central to effectiveness.

5-10-50: UNDP’s 
Commitment to 
Supporting the 
Delivery of the 
successor to the HFA

Photo: UNDP Sri Lanka

The first investment in this new 
programme, to be launched 

during the WCDRR is a Global 
Centre for Disaster Statistics,  

a joint collaboration of UNDP, the 
International Research Institute of 

Disaster Science (IRIDeS) at Tohoku 
University and City of Sendai.



WHAT UNDP OFFERS: DIRECT AND SUSTAINED RISK REDUCTION THROUGH 
DEVELOPMENT
UNDP offers direct and sustained risk reduction through investment in development totaling US$5 
billion annually, building resilience and driving change throughout its 177 country offices.
 
UNDP offers the following commitments towards doubling its support to the implementation of 
DRR at a country level over the next five years:

1. A focus on comprehensive programmes of risk governance, moving away from stand-alone 
programming and towards long-term engagements at a country level.  

2. An understanding of the complexity of country-level risk reduction, bringing experience 
from contexts of conflict, poverty and climate change. 

3. A focus on evidence and innovation. UNDP will invest heavily in developing and sharing 
innovative solutions for the reduction of disaster risk at the country level, supporting it by the 
robust use of evidence, that will focus not only on the reduction of losses, but also the substan-
tial and wide benefits for development through ensuring it is risk-informed. 

4. A renewed focus on local-level implementation, building sustained capacity for risk reduc-
tion for all actors where it most counts. 

5. Building on its ongoing engagement, and recognizing that different countries are at different 
stages of evolution in their DRR practice, UNDP will assist governments in making the suc-
cessor to the HFA both a national and a local priority.

Photo: UNDP Armenia



United Nations Development Programme
Bureau for Policy and Programme Support (BPPS)
304 East 45th Street
New York, NY 10017, USA
www.undp.org

For UNDP at the World Conference contact Jan Kellett 
at jan.kellett@undp.org or Mio Yokota at mio.yokota@undp.org

For communications issues contact Carl Mercer at carl.mercer@undp.org
Call us on +81 80 4383 8503 for any interviews, meetings or other business
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