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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 In bi-modal rainfall areas, production of first season crops is 
estimated at average level 

 Below-average crop production expected in Karamoja region 

 Maize prices continue to seasonally decline in most markets in 
bi-modal rainfall areas 

 Food security concerns persist in parts of Karamoja region 

First season crop production estimated at average 
level 
In southern and central bi-modal rainfall areas, harvesting of the 2014 
first season crops was completed by end-July and production is 
estimated at average level. Rains have been generally favourable, 
except in some southwestern cropping areas, in particular Mbarara, 
Busheni and Sembabule districts, as well as around the Lake Victoria 
which experienced significant moisture deficits during April and May. 
 
Land preparation and planting of 2014 second season crops, to be 
harvested by December, is ongoing following the timely onset of the 
second rainy season during the third dekad of August (except in the 
northwest). September to December rainfall forecast indicates average 
to above-average levels, with likely positive effects on crop yields and 
pasture conditions. 

Unfavourable prospects for crops to be harvested 
from November in eastern Karamoja region 
In the mostly uni-modal Karamoja region, harvesting of long-cycle crops 
is expected to start in November. Cereal crop production is forecast at 
below-average levels following reduced plantings due to unfavourable 
rains in April. Despite some abundant rains at the beginning of May, 
significant water deficits persisted during the season, especially in the 
eastern parts of the region along the border with Kenya. 

Recent rains improved pasture conditions 

The recent start of the second rainy season benefitted grazing 
resources across the country. However, below-average pasture 
conditions are reported in the cattle corridor districts of Apac and Lira, 
in parts of northern Gulu and Kitgum districts as well as in parts of 
Kaabong, Moroto and Nakapiripirit districts in Karamoja region. 

Maize prices decline seasonally in most markets 
Wholesale prices of maize started to seasonally decline in June with 
the beginning of the first season harvest. Between June and August, 
prices declined by 25-40 percent in most monitored markets. Despite 
the sustained export demand from neighbouring Kenya, South Sudan 
and the Democratic Republic of Congo, current maize prices are about 
10-25 percent below last year’s level. Conversely, maize prices in most 
markets of Karamoja region are on the rise and above average. 
In August 2014, prices of important staples like beans and cassava 
flour were generally stable, while those of cooking bananas (matooke) 
increased in Kampala wholesale market by over 30 percent compared 
to July. 

 
 

 
 



GIEWS global information and early warning system on food and agriculture 

 

Pockets of acute food insecurity in Karamoja 
region call for sustained humanitarian assistance 

The country is generally food secure with chronic food insecurity at 
minimal levels in most bi-modal rainfall areas. The availability of 
recently harvested crops and the decline in food prices are improving 
overall food security conditions. Conversely, in Karamoja region, most 
vulnerable people in eastern parts of the region remain at Crisis 
(IPC Phase 3) level of acute food insecurity. Green consumption, which 
usually starts in August, is minimal and food access continues to be 
difficult for the majority of households. Food stocks are expected to be 
only partially replenished in November and will likely be exhausted by 
January 2015, extending the length of the next lean season (normally 
starting in March) by at least a couple of months. In addition, an 
outbreak of foot and mouth disease since May 2014 has induced the 
closure of local livestock markets to traders from outside the region, 
with significant reduction in sales and worsening terms of trade for 
pastoralists. 
 
According to UNHCR, following the conflict which erupted from 
15 December 2014 in South Sudan, about 125 800 South Sudanese 
refugees entered Uganda, half of them are children under 12 years, 
and are hosted in camps in northwestern towns of Adjumani and 
Kiryandongo. Main humanitarian agencies are currently providing 
emergency food assistance. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 


