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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Reduced 2013 cereal production due to erratic rainfall  

 Maize prices declined in December and January as newly 
harvested crops increased supplies 

 Food security concerns persist in Karamoja 

Reduced 2013 cereal production due to erratic 
rainfall  

Harvesting of the 2013 second season cereal crops in bimodal rainfall 
areas, the main cropping season in central, southern and western 
Uganda, has been recently completed. After a timely onset of seasonal 
rains in September, several regions of the center and the south 
experienced a dry spell in October. Subsequently, rainfall resumed 
in November, but was generally not sufficient to compensate for the 
deficits observed in October, and the total rainfall amounts received 
during the growing period were generally below average in the affected 
areas.  
 
Earlier in the year, the harvest of the 2013 first season crops, 
concluded in August, was affected in parts by a long dry spell in 
May/June, which negatively impacted on yields of late planted crops in 
central areas that were at flowering/grain setting stage.  
 
In northern uni-modal rainfall agro-pastoral and pastoral areas of 
Karamoja region, harvesting of the 2013 crops was concluded last 
October/November, with some late-maturing varieties of sorghum 
harvested in January 2014. The April-to-October rainy season started 
on time, improving availability of grazing resources and inducing 
farmers to increase planted area; however, a dry spell between 
late-May and mid-June has significantly affected germinating/flowering 
sorghum and maize crops, especially in the highlands of Kaabong, 
Moroto and Kotido districts. Although rains resumed in July and 
continued in August in some areas, crop growth has been widely 
affected by the dry spell, and cereal output was at well below average 
levels in most areas. 
 
As a result, the overall cereal production in 2013 is estimated at about 
3.1 million tonnes, 11 percent down from last year’s levels and 
8 percent below the average of the previous five years.  

Maize prices declining as newly harvested crops 
increased supplies 

Prices of maize, after having peaked in November, declined 
in December and January by about 30 percent, as crops from the 2013 
second season harvest increased supplies. Compared to the same 
month last year, in the capital Kampala, January prices were 13 percent 
lower than 12 months earlier, while in Lira, a market located in a key 
producing area in the north of the country, they were 12 percent higher. 
Prices of main staple “matooke” cooking bananas sharply declined 
in January, while prices of beans, another important staple, remained 
unchanged. January prices of matooke were around the same levels of 
the same month last year, while prices of beans were 7 percent higher.  
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Increased food insecurity in Karamoja 
In Uganda, despite the localized production shortfalls in 2013, acute 
food insecurity is minimal in most bi-modal rainfall areas, due to 
consecutive good harvests during the last few years that replenished 
stocks and provided additional income through sales of crops to surplus 
producing farmers. However, food insecurity is worsening in pastoral 
and agro-pastoral areas of Karamoja region, where the reduced 2013 
cereal output was preceded by two years of below average production 
that only partially replenished stocks. The 2013 lean season (normally 
between March and July) was two to three months longer than usual 
while the 2014 lean season has currently began two months earlier 
than usual, mainly in districts like Napak and Moroto. According to the 
findings of a joint FAO/WFP Rapid Crop and Food Security 
Assessment, conducted last August, the number of food insecure 
people in need of humanitarian assistance, was estimated at about 
350 000 in the October-November 2013 post-harvest period. This 
number could increase to 600 000 with the start of the lean season in 
February 2014. A joint Government, FAO and WFP food security 
assessment mission in Karamoja, currently underway, is expected to 
shed more light on this. 
 
Following instability and conflict in neighboring South Sudan, 63 800 
South Sudanese refugees entered northeastern Uganda between 
16 December 2013 and 3 February 2014. Humanitarian agencies are 
currently providing emergency food assistance. 
 

 
 
 

 


