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In the 100 days following the devastating Typhoon Haiyan, the International Committee  
of the Red Cross has provided jointly with the Philippine Red Cross large-scale emergency 
assistance in the island of Samar. At present, early recovery activities continue to gain  
momentum to support communities in rebuilding their lives.

TYPHOON HAIYAN FACTS AND FIGURES
19 February 2014

The level of destruction caused by Typhoon Haiyan (local name 
“Yolanda”) on 8 November 2013 had implied urgent actions in the 
following days and weeks to cover the basic needs of the affected 
population. It also requires sustained and steady efforts to support 
them to recover. According to the latest situation report from the  
Philippine National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management 
Council (NDRRMC) dated 29 January 2014, 6’201 individuals  
were reported dead, 28’626 injured and 1’785 still missing.  
Out of the 16 million persons affected, more than 4 millions  
remain displaced inside and outside evacuation centers.

The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) has been 
working in the Philippines for over sixty years. In accordance 
with the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement joint statement  
issued on 10 November 2013, the ICRC’s humanitarian  
response to Typhoon Haiyan’s effects is focused in the island  
of Samar, where it has been operational for years responding to 
the internal armed conflict. The ICRC activities are implemented 
jointly with the Philippine Red Cross (PRC) and have led to rapid 
and effective assistance to the affected population in Western 
and Eastern Samar. The emergency relief phase is expected to 
be completed by the end of March 2014.

EMERGENCY PHASE - FIGURES UPDATE

DRINKING WATER SUPPLY SERVICES

4 mobile water treatment plants (LMS) sites
- 1 in Mercedes, 1 in Marabut, 2 in Salcedo
produce 1’117’000 liters volume of water 
and trucked per week for 77’500 daily beneficiaries* 
 
* Decreasing figure as the water schemes repair is being completed 
along the coast

  
ASSISTANCE DISTRIBUTED SO FAR

Food rations
3-day emergency food rations from 17 until 26 November: 
11’925 households (59’625 persons) 
Half-month food rations on-going since 28 November: 
50’000 households (250’000 persons)

Emergency household items
Beneficiaries since 23 November:  
38’672 households (193’360 persons) 
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Health facility rehabilitation in Samar
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After the initial appeal for 15 million Swiss Francs (over 16 million 
US dollars) on 12 November 2013 to provide emergency  
assistance to 180’000 people for a period of three months, 
the ICRC has launched an extension appeal for 23 million 
Swiss Francs (over 25 million US dollars) on 6 February 2014. 
This additional appeal aims at providing the ICRC the necessary 
capacities to develop together with the PRC the recovery  
activities which will enable the 250’000 affected population of 
13 municipalities in Samar island to move from dependency on 
relief to short-term self-sufficiency.

The rainy season with its flooding and landslides has slowed 
down the pace of the humanitarian operations in January. At 
present, the ICRC is intensifying the transition towards the early 
recovery phase of its joint humanitarian response with the PRC 
through a strengthened multidisciplinary approach.

EARLY RECOVERY PHASE

Resuming profitable activities

The ICRC and the PRC have been carrying out joint assessments 
of previous livelihoods in Western and Eastern Samar since  
December. Based on the findings of these assessments, an early 
recovery plan was defined to help the affected population in 
these provinces to rebuild their previous livelihood practices or 
develop new quick-yielding ones over a period of six months.

On-going activities
Out of 15’000 households benefiting from ICRC livelihood programs:
• 3’000 farmers in 10 municipalities have already received  

20 kg of rice seeds and 50 kg of Urea (46-0-0) fertilizer each 
to cover their needs for this season and the next one, as well 
as cash assistance of 4’100 PhP. 

• Information dissemination sessions are being conducted for 
fishery activities in Tubabo island, while pilot projects are 
about to start in Santa Margarit (Quinapondan municipality). 
Up to 5’000 fishermen will benefit from this support. 

• Up to 7’000 households will benefit from projects of small  
businesses or livestock. The applications for small livelihood 
projects are under preparation and visits in upper barangays 
of General MacArthur municipality are on-going. 

Out of 10’000 workers benefiting from Cash-for Work (CfW) 
programs (15 days each):
• 1’003 workers benefited from 39 projects (debris clearing, 

digging trenches) completed in 13 barangays of Hernani,  
12 barangays of Guiuan and 14 barangays of Salcedo.

• On-going debris clearing CfW in 10 barangays of Giporlos  
engaging 495 workers.

• On-going debris clearing CfW in 10 barangays of Marabut  
engaging 388 workers.

• On-going debris and road clearing, farmland clearing and 
planting, backyard clearing and planting CfW in 16 barangays 
of Mercedes, engaging 300 workers.

• On-going debris clearing CfW in 11 barangays of Quinapondan, 
engaging 596 workers.

• Planned CfW in General MacArthur.

Planned activities
• 50’000 households benefit from four types of vegetable seeds 

for homestead gardening
• 30’000 households benefit from unconditional cash grants 

(3’200 PhP)

UPDATE ON RFL SERVICES 
As of 12 January 2014

   1’016 persons registered a relative as missing

      320 cases of missing persons still pending

   2’445 “I’m alive” published in the website
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Rapid Deployment Emergency Hospital 
in partnership with the Norwegian RC in Basey
running from 29 November until 30 January

Basic Health Care Unit 
in partnership with the Finnish RC in Balangiga
running from 29 November until 16 February
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Rehabilitation of damaged health facilities

Along with the deployment of the two emergency health facilities 
in Basey and Balangiga, the ICRC has been donating drugs and 
medical material to four hospitals (Basey, Balangiga, Quinapondan, 
Immaticulata Guiuan), 8 Rural Health Units (RHUs in Basey, 
Marabut, Lawaan, Balangiga, Giporlos, Quinapondan, Hernani and 
Balangkayan, as well as 67 Barangay Health Stations / Centers 
(BHS/C) in six coastal municipalities. The donations have enabled 
these health facilities to resume their services despite their buildings 
being damaged. 

At present, the objective of restoring health services has entered 
a new phase with the rehabilitation and restoration of the damaged 
Health structures. 

Water damage restoration

The rehabilitation of the damaged water supply schemes along 
the coastal municipalities of Samar island will allow to exit from  
the emergency water treatment and distribution by tankers. This  
rehabilitation work will be completed by March 2014.

• Guiuan Water District network: replacement pumps were  
installed in Pumping Stations 1, 2, 3 & 4. In Guiuan, Mercedes 
and Salcedo, four water systems start to be rehabilitated in  
Cambante, Carapdapan, Caslili-on and Taclaon and two continue 
in Bua-Bua, Talangdawan, out of the 37 damaged barangay 
water systems.

• Salvacion Island: rehabilitation fully completed on 12 February. 
1’500 individuals benefit from it. 

• Marabut and Basey municipalities: on-going work on 5 of the 
11 damaged water systems in Tinabanan, Caluwayan, Legaspi/
Veloso, and Mabuhay. 70 hand pumps have been installed and 
17 hand pumps will remain in the communities for spare part. 
The hand pumps in the Eastern barangays of Basey municipality 
have been rehabilitated.

• In Giporlos municipality, the construction phase of the pipeline 
rehabilitation project at Bacjao has been completed.  The work 
will begin on Parena, Paya and Biga.

• Lawaan, Balangiga, Giporlos and Quinapondan  
municipalities: 75 out of a total of 112 planned hand-pumps 
and 17 planned slow sand filters have been installed in  
these municipalities.

• During the last weeks 10 hand pumps have been installed and 
11 distributed in Guiuan and Salcedo. A total of 12 have been 
installed in Guiuan, Mercedes and Salcedo.
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The work is already on-going in five RHUs and is expected to 
be completed by Mid-March: RHU Basey, RHU Marabut,  
RHU Lawaan, RHU Giporlos, RHU Quinapondan. The ICRC  
engineers are also working closely with the Philippine authorities 
to start the rehabilitation of the District Hospital in Basey and the 
RHU in Balangiga in the coming days, and of the District Hospital  
in Balangiga in the coming weeks. Further assessments of the  
condition of the BHS/C are being carried out.

Mental Health services to the psychologically  
affected population

Following the thorough ICRC assessment along the coastal  
areas of Samar island, an ICRC expert for Mental Health  
services was deployed to support the provision of Mental Health 
services in Balangiga and Basey to the psychologically affected 
population, train non-specialized community actors and  
specialized providers. As of 16 February, 106 medical staff were 
trained on Mental Health and Psychosocial Services (MHPSS) 
issues and 88 on psycho-education activities in Basey and  
Balangiga health facilities. The ICRC expert also trained 14 PRC 
volunteers in psychosocial support. This support will continue  
until the end of February.
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International Committee of the Red Cross 
5/F Erechem Building corner Rufino and Salcedo Streets
Legaspi Village, Makati City 1229
T +63 2 892 8901/4   
F +63 2 819 5997
Email man_manille@icrc.org

Construction of long-term shelter

Three months after the typhoon, most of the beneficiaries of 
the emergency water, food and non-food distributions have  
expressed during the joint ICRC / PRC post-distribution visits, 
that the most pressing need to cover has become shelter. The 
assessments carried out since December last year in Western 
and Eastern Samar have confirmed the suitability of the ICRC 
“Pablo” model house, designed during the response to Typhoon 
Pablo/Bopha in Eastern Mindanao in 2013. This 18m2 “core  
progressive house” is based on principles of storm resilience  
applied to roofing, bracing and foundations. The design is simple 
and the building is easy to maintain and can be extended in time 
with additional rooms or external verandas.

The ICRC jointly with the PRC are working on obtaining formal 
agreements with the municipalities, finalizing the beneficiary 
list and commencing timber cutting for the first five pilot sites:  
2 in Giporlos, 2 in Quinapondan and 1 in Salcedo.

The project is expected to last until the end of the year.
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Figure 14: Top view of 4-sides roof and reinforced foundations 
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